
 Proposed Paper Topic 
 Imperial and Revolutionary Russia, 21H.466 
 

Take one of the following social categories and show how it evolved over the 
course of the 18th and 19th centuries: 
 
1. factory owner 
2. factory worker 
3. merchant 
4. military officer 
5. rank-and-file soldier 
6. student, either in Russia or abroad 
7. clergyman 
 
Or one of the following institutions: 
 
8. banks 
9. Army or Navy 
10. The Russian Academy of Sciences 
11. University of Moscow 
12. Exploration of Siberia 
13. book publishing and the press 
14. Freemasonry 
 
 
The following are some sources you can use:  
- The Modern Encyclopedia of Russian and East European History 
- Elise Kimerling Wirtschafter, Social Identity in Imperial Russia (Dekalb, 1997); and 
From Serf to Russian Soldier (1990) 
- Gregory Freeze, The Russian Levits: Parish Clergy in the 18th Century; his The Parish 
Clergy in Nineteenth-Century Russia; and his edited volume of Belliustin, Description of 
the Clergy in Rural Russia 
- Gregory Guroff and Fred V. Carstensen, eds., Entrepreneurship in Imperial Russia 
and the Soviet Union 
- Linda Edmondson and Peter Waldron, eds., Economy and Society in Russia and the 
Soviet Union (New York, 1992) 
- David Ransel, The Family in Imperial Russia 
- Ezra Mendelsohn and Marshall S. Shatz, Imperial Russia, 1700-1917: State, Society, 
Opposition 
- Harley David Balzer, ed., Russia’s Missing Middle Classes 
- Walter Pintner and Don Karl Rowney, eds., Russian Officialdom: The 
Bureaucratization of Russian Society 
- W. Bruce Lincoln, In the Vanguard of Reform: Russia’s Enlightened Buraucrats, 1825-
1861 
- A Radical Worker in Tsarist Russia: The Autobiography of Semen Ivanovich 
Kanatchikov (ed., Reginald E. Zelnik) 




