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Quotes

And perhaps that was the final, foggy significance of Asilomar: a promise that the scientists who
deal with the most fundamental stuff of life will not sequester themselves beneath Chicago
stadiums or within blockhouses in the New Mexico desert - that their work, at least as significant
as the most subtle of sub-nuclear manipulations, will be done with care and public scrutiny.
Michael Rogers, “The Pandora’s Box Congress” (1975)

If domestication of biotechnology is the wave of the future, five important questions need
to be answered.

(1) can it be stopped?

(2) ought it to be stopped?

(3) if stopping it is either impossible or undesirable, what are the appropriate limits that
our society must impose on it?

(4) how should the limits be decided?

(5) how should the limits be enforced, nationally and internationally?

I do not attempt to answer these questions here. I leave it to our children and
grandchildren to supply the answers.

Freeman Dyson, 2007





