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Does MIT have a culture?

What is it?

How would we know?

How would we prove it was actually different from Harvard’s?

Does this culture extend to all parts of Institute?

How might it change?
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Tocqueville uses internal comparisons to show 
effect of culture on democracy in the U.S.

Figure by MIT OCW.
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A cultural theory of democracy 
must include measures of culture 

(Lagos 1997)
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A cultural theory of democracy 
must include measures of culture

Question wording for Lagos (1997)

Support for democracy:  Percentage of respondents who agreed with the statement, 
"Democracy is preferable to any other kind of government." 

Satisfaction with democracy:  Percentage of respondents who answered "very 
satisfied" or "fairly satisfied" to the question, "In general, would you say that you are 
very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied, or not at all satisfied with the way 
democracy works in [nation]?" 

Defense of democracy:  Percentage of respondents who answered "yes" to the 
question, "Would you be willing to defend democracy if it was under threat?" 

Composite measure:  Average of percentages in the first three columns. 

Perceptions of full democracy:  Percentage of respondents who answered "fully 
established" to the question, "Do you think that democracy is fully established in 
[nation], or do you think that . . . there are still things to be done for there to be a full 
democracy?" 
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This measure should have predictive power
Prediction of cultural theories 10 years later
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