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ITALY IN 1494

Figure by MIT OCW.
Use of the materials should be cited as follows: Chappell Lawson, MIT OpenCourseWare (http://ocw.mit.edu/index.html) course 
materials for 17.50 (Introduction to Comparative Politics, Fall 2006), Massachusetts Institute of Technology, downloaded on [Insert Date].



Player 2

Player 1

Cooperate

Defect

Defect Cooperate

s, t

t, s

c, c

d, d

t > c > d > s

Player 2

Player 1

Cooperate

Defect

Defect Cooperate

-5, 10

10, -5

5, 5

0, 0

Prisoner’s Dilemma
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Other games have different payoff structures
Chicken and Battle of the Sexes
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What would Putnam predict from 
low levels of social capital in Mexico?
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Q:  Do you believe you can trust most people these days,
or do you think you can’t be too careful?
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