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DYNAMICAL (IN)STABILITY OF RICCI-FLAT ALE METRICS ALONG

THE RICCI FLOW

ALIX DERUELLE AND TRISTAN OZUCH

ABSTRACT. We study the stability and instability of ALE Ricci-flat metrics around which a
Lojasiewicz inequality is satisfied for a variation of Perelman’s A functional adapted to the
ALE situation and denoted Aarg. This functional was introduced by the authors in a recent
work and it has been proven that it satisfies a good enough Lojasiewicz inequality at least in
neighborhoods of integrable ALE Ricci-flat metrics in dimension larger than or equal to 5.
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INTRODUCTION

The understanding of Ricci-flat ALE metrics is a central issue in Riemannian geometry.
These spaces model the formation of singularities of spaces with Ricci curvature bounds
[And90, BKN89| as well as the singularities of 4-dimensional Ricci flow with bounded scalar
curvature [BZ17, [Sim20]. They moreover appear as finite-time blow-up limits of some Ricci
flows [App19]. Their stability therefore becomes a crucial question for the Ricci flow.

Our goal here is to study the dynamical stability and instability of these spaces along the
Ricci flow thanks to a functional on suitable neighborhoods of any ALE Ricci-flat metrics
which detects Ricci-flat metrics as its critical points.

An adaptation of Perelman’s A-functional to the ALE setting. In [DO20], the authors
introduced an adaptation to the ALE setting of the A-functional from [Per02], this functional
is denoted Aarg. More precisely, for any ALE metric g of order 7 > "T_Z (see Definition [L.T])
whose scalar curvature is integrable, we define

AaLe(9) = AArr(9) — mabm(9),

where X)1p(g) := infy [y 4|V9w|2 + Ry w? where the infimum is taken among the smooth
functions w with w — 1 compactly supported, and mapy is (up to a constant) the ADM
mass of (N, g). The point of substracting mapy(g) is that the functional now extends to an
analytic function on the classical space of metrics satisfying, for 7 > "sz, k €{0,1,2,3} and
a Ricci-flat metric gy, (147)71*|V9%*(g— g,)| < 1 where r is the g,-distance to a given point.
Neither )‘OALE or mapm can be defined on such a neighborhood without further constraints
since it contains ALE metrics with non integrable scalar curvature.

In [DO20], we moreover showed that Azpg detects Ricci-flat ALE metrics as its only critical
points, and the Ricci flow is moreover its gradient flow.

The second variation of Agpg at an ALE Ricci-flat metric (N™, g,) along divergence-free
variations is half the Lichnerowicz operator Ly, := Ay, + 2Rm(g)*. This leads us to define
the linear stability of an ALE Ricci-flat metric (N™, g,) as the non-positivity of the associated
Lichnerowicz operator L, restricted to divergence-free variations. In the integrable case, i.e.
in the case where the space of ALE Ricci-flat metrics in the neighborhood of a fixed ALE
Ricci-flat metric is a smooth finite-dimensional manifold, we have a nice consequence of the
linear stability: any linearly stable and integrable ALE Ricci-flat metric is a local maximum
for the functional Aapg. Properties of the ADM mass were deduced thanks to this fact in
[DO20].

A more delicate notion of stability is that of dynamical stability of Ricci-flat metrics
along the Ricci flow. Its study on compact Ricci flat manifolds has been investigated in
[GIKO02| [Ses06], Has12] and [HMI14]. In the non-compact situation, there are several addi-
tional difficulties. A major difference is that 0 is not isolated in the spectrum of the linearized
operator. This prevents an exponential convergence rate as in the case of [Has12|] of an inte-
grable Ricci-flat metric on a closed manifold, one only gets a polynomial-in-time convergence.
The dynamical stability of Euclidean space have been considered in [SSS11l [App18| and we
refer to the work [DK20] on the dynamical stability of integrable ALE Ricci flat metrics to-
gether with the recent work [KP20] on the dynamical stability of integrable ALE Ricci flat
metrics carrying a parallel spinor.

A weighted Lojasiewicz inequality for Aapg. One tool that has been quite popular to
study the dynamical stability of fixed points of geometric evolution equations is the notion of
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Lojasiewicz-Simon inequalities. Its name comes from both the classical work of Lojasiewicz
[Lo65] on finite dimensional dynamical systems of gradient type and that of L. Simon [Sim83]
who extended systematically these inequalities to functionals defined on infinite dimensional
spaces. The main geometric applications obtained in [Sim83] concern the uniqueness of tan-
gent cones of isolated singularities of minimal surfaces in Euclidean space together with the
uniqueness of tangent maps of minimizing harmonic maps with values into an analytic closed
Riemannian manifold. These geometric equations have the advantage to be strongly elliptic.
Notice that all these results do not hold true if one drops the assumption on the analyticity
of the data under consideration.

In the compact setting, Lojasiewicz inequalities have been proved for Perelman’s A-functional
in the neighborhood of compact Ricci-flat metrics and were the main tool to study the stability
of Ricci-flat metrics in [Has12] in the integrable case, and in [HM14] in the general case.

The main result in [DO20] is that the functional Azpg satisfies a weighted Lojasiewicz
inequality in a neighborhood of any ALE Ricci-flat metric with respect to the topology of
weighted Holder spaces C22, a € (0,1), with polynomial decay of rate 7 € (”772, n — 2) (see
Definition [[L2)). It is weighted since it uses the L2% 41(gp)-norm which is essentially the space

L%((1 + r)dpg,) instead of L?(dug,). Roughly speaking, the article [DO20] proves that there
is some 6§ € (0,1] such that for any metric g in a C2“neighborhood of a given ALE Ricci flat
metric, the following Lojasiewciz inequality holds:
Mace(9)?™" < ClIVAALE(@)IIZ:,
%

+1(90)°

(0.1)

We refer the reader to Theorem for a precise statement.

The fact that our spaces are non-compact induces quite a lot of new difficulties. In par-
ticular, the spectrum of the Lichnerowicz operator is not discrete anymore and 0 belongs to
the essential spectrum. This explains the need of considering weighted Sobolev spaces differ-
ent from L? for which the differential of the gradient VAarg at a Ricci-flat ALE metric is
Fredholm. Theorem gives an optimal LQ% 41-Lojasiewicz inequality with exponent 6 = 1

in the integrable situation. Nonetheless, it seems that inequality (0.I]) appears not to be so
useful regarding the study of dynamical stability of the Ricci flow near an ALE Ricci flat
metric. This is essentially due to the L2-variational structure of Aarg. For this reason, in the
setting of L2-perturbations, by interpolation, we obtain the following Lojasiewicz inequality
near any ALE Ricci flat linearly stable and integrable metric in dimension greater than 4: for

T€(5,m—2)and 0 <4 < %, there exists C' > 0 such that for all g € B2.a(gs,¢),

1 21 —n

Aare(@)*702 < CIVAALE(9)II72(y), 012 =2 — s S —(n-2)

(0.2)

Notice that we cannot reach the usual optimal L?-Lojasiewicz exponent 6,2 = 1. This is
consistent with the known fact that the DeTurck-Ricci flow only converges polynomially fast
for perturbations of the Euclidean space: see for instance [SSS11] and [Appl8|. Indeed, an
exponent fr2 = 1 would imply that the convergence is exponential.

Stability and instability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics. In the present article, we study the
dynamical stability or instability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow assuming an
L?-Lojasiewicz inequality such as ((.2)) holds true. This should be a quite general scheme of
proof and apply to other stability questions on non-compact spaces along the Ricci flow and
other parabolic geometric flows.
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Theorem 0.1 (Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics). Let (N, gp) be a Ricci-flat ALE manifold
of dimension n > 4 and "T_Q <17 <n—2. There exists o € (0,1) such that if we assume:
(1) that gy is a local mazimum of AaLg in the C>%(gy) topology,
(2) in a C>“(gy)-neighborhood B 2.a(gy,€r) of gp, an L?-Lojasiewicz inequality is satisfied:
for any metric g in B 2. (9v,€1), we have

Aas(9)?~ < CIVAALE(9) 132y,

for some 6 € (0,1),
then, for any 0 < 7/ < 7 and 0 < o/ < «, for any metric g sufficiently C>%(gy)-close to gy,
the Ricci flow starting at g, 072_;0/ (gb)-converges to a Ricci-flat metric g (which is C*%(gy)-
close to gp) at a polynomial speed determined by the exponent 6. In particular, the polynomial

convergence rate with respect to the CO-norm is 2(1{9).

Theorem [0.1] provides Type IIb solutions of the Riceci flow unless the background Ricci flat
metric is the Euclidean metric, i.e. it ensures the existence of immortal solutions (g(t))i>0
satisfying lim sup,_, o, tsupy | Rm(g(t))| = 4+o00. Notice also that Theorem ensures the
convergence to hold in weighted Holder spaces which we believe are well-suited for gluing
methods. We refer the reader to the article [BK17] for such an illustration. Finally, we
underline the need in Theorem of restricting the convergence rate in space below the
threshold value n — 2: we refer the reader to our discussion on previous results of Dai and Ma
[DMO7] right after the proof of Proposition [3.18] which links the mass and the mean value of
the scalar curvature along the solutions provided by Theorem [0.11

A direct consequence of Theorem and Theorem [Tl is the following stability result for
integrable ALE Ricci-flat spaces of dimension at least 5.

Corollary 0.2. Let (N, gp) be a Ricci-flat ALE manifold of dimension n > 5 with integrable
Ricci-flat deformations. Assume that g, is linearly stable, that is: its Lichnerowicz operator
s monpositive on divergence-free deformations decaying at infinity. Let ”772 <T<n-—2and
0 < a <1 be sufficiently small.

Then, for any 0 < 7' < 7 and 0 < o' < a, for any metric g sufficiently C>*(gy)-close to gy,
the Ricci flow starting at g Cz}a, (gy)-converges to a Ricci-flat metric g, (which is C2%(gp)-
close to gp) at a polynomial speed. In particular, the polynomial convergence rate with respect
to the C%-norm is (27 — n).

Let us observe that in the range 7 < n—2, ﬁ < 0 in dimension n < 4 which explains the
restriction n > 5 in Corollary Notice also that Corollary applies to all known Ricci-
flat ALE metrics in dimension greater than or equal to 5. For instance, it applies to Calabi’s
ALE Ricci-flat K#hler metrics [Cal79] on the total space of the line bundle L=" — CP"~ 1
n > 3, and more generally to Joyce’s ALE Ricci-flat Kéahler metrics [Joy00, Chapter 8]. In
particular, this makes precise the results of [CT10] in the ALE case, where the convergence
is established on compact subsets only.

Corollary shares some similarities with the work of Kroncke and Petersen [KP20] that
we now explain. In [KP20], the authors investigates the dynamical stability of integrable
ALE Ricci-flat metrics which carry a parallel spinor in dimension greater than or equal to 4.
As they notice, this applies to all know ALE Ricci-flat metrics. Their method is based on a
delicate analysis of the heat kernel of the Lichnerowicz operator in LP spaces and they apply
it to the DeTurck-Ricci flow with time-dependent background metrics. We emphasize that
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the convergence result they get takes place in the C* N LP topology and the corresponding
polynomial convergence rate is sharp whereas Theorem (and Corollary [0.2)) proves the
convergence of the Ricci flow directly and in weighted spaces at the cost of getting an a priori
non sharp convergence rate. Moreover, they assume the initial condition to be a perturbation
of the ALE Ricci flat background to lie in LP N L™ for any p < n. In particular, they allow
initial conditions to decay like #~17¢ at infinity while we require a decay rate to be at least
r~("=2)/2 Another interesting technical fact is that [KP20] considers nearby Ricci-flat metrics
of a given ALE Ricci flat metric with respect to the Bianchi gauge whereas we study such
metrics which are divergence free with respect to a background ALE Ricci-flat metric. In the
setting of Theorem [0.I], we prove that the Bianchi gauge converges to 0 faster then expected:
see Section B3] for a precise statement. Therefore, in view of the previous remarks, we ask
whether our methods can be carried to dimension 4 in order to prove a statement similar to
Corollary This would apply to all known ALE Ricci-flat metrics in dimension 4.

The next result echoes the work [HMI4] on the existence of ancient solutions coming out
of an unstable Ricci-flat metric:

Theorem 0.3 (Instability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics). Let (N, g) be a Ricci-flat ALE man-
ifold of dimension n > 4 and assume for some 0 < a <1 and 7 > ”T_Q

(1) that gy is a not a local mazimum of AaLg in the C*%(gy) topology,
(2) in a C>*(gy)-neighborhood Uy, of g», an L*-Lojasiewicz inequality is satisfied: for any
metric g in Uy, , we have

Aare(9))*? < CIVAALE(@)IIZ2 ()
for some 0 € (0,1).

Then, there exists a non Ricci-flat ancient solution to the Ricci flow (g(t))ie(—o0,0) which is

uniformly ALE of order T and C*%-converges to g, at any polynomial rate less than ﬁ.

The rate obtained in Theorem is almost sharp in the sense that ﬁ is the optimal
rate that one can get in the presence of such a Lojasiewicz inequality. It is worth mentioning
that it is still an open problem whether there are unstable ALE Ricci flat metrics in dimension
greater than or equal to 4. Also, Theorem [0.3] bears some resemblance with the work [Tak14]
where an ancient solution coming out of the Euclidean Schwarzschild metric is constructed
by hand. It would be an interesting problem to recover Takahashi’s result via a suitable ALF
version of our functional AayE.

Both Theorem and Theorem [0.3] rely heavily on Gaussian estimates and estimates in
weighted Holder spaces for the heat kernel which we believe are of independent interest and

that we describe now.

Heat kernel estimates. We prove that the heat kernel associated to the forward heat
equation acting on functions along a Ricci flow in a suitable neighborhood of a Ricci-flat
ALE metric satisfies uniform-in-time Gaussian bounds in Theorem The proof follows the
method of Grigor’yan [Gri97] and that of Zhang [Zha06] in a Ricci flow setting.

These controls are then used on the parabolic equation satisfied by the Ricci curvature
and integrated in time to yield controls on the metric in C2< for "772 < T <n-—2as long
as the Ricci flow stays in a given C2“-neighborhood of a Ricci-flat metric. Indeed, lemma
starts with establishing short-time estimates for weighted Holder norm of the curvature

operator and the Ricci tensor. Its proof already reveals a constraint on the Holder exponent
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a € (0,1) in terms of the weight 7. Lemma [2.14] takes care of estimating the distance of
a Ricci flow satisfying mild assumptions from an ALE Ricci flat metric in the weighted C?
norm a priori. Then Lemma [2.T5] proves an a priori bound for the weighted C’SfQ of the Ricci
tensor. Finally, Lemma [2.16] establishes an a priori bound for the distance of a Ricci flow
from an ALE Ricci flat metric in the full weighted Holder szQ norm in terms of the weighted
norm of the corresponding Ricci tensor. As expected, it is more tractable to bound the Ricci
tensor than the metric itself along such a Ricci flow.

Outline of paper. In Section [T, we give the main basic definitions of the article and review
the properties of the functional Aypg proven in [DO20].

In Section B we prove Gaussian bounds for the heat kernel along a Ricci flow in a C2°-
neighborhood of a Ricci-flat ALE metric and deduce controls on the flow in suitable weighted
Holder spaces.

In Section Bl using the previous controls on the flow thanks to the heat kernel, we prove
our stability result for metrics which are local maxima of Asrg and around which a suitable
L?-Lojasiewicz inequality holds. In Section B3] we study the evolution of the Bianchi form
together with that of the scalar curvature and the mass. Section 4] discusses and compares
the aforementioned stability results on Euclidean space and ALE Ricci-flat metrics more in
depth.

Finally, in Section Ml we study the case when a metric is not a local maximum of the
functional Aa1g and prove that if a suitable L2-Lojasiewicz inequality holds around it, then,
there exists an ancient nontrivial Ricci flow coming out of it.

In the Appendix, Section [Al we recall some formulas for the first and second variations of
the geometric quantities of interest here.

Acknowledgements. We thank Klaus Kroncke for his suggestions and comments on a pre-
liminary version of this paper. We wish to thank the anonymous referee for pointing out
inaccuracies together with his comments that greatly clarified the exposition of this paper.
The first author is supported by grant ANR-17-CE40-0034 of the French National Research
Agency ANR (Project CCEM).

Data Availability Statements. Authors can confirm that all relevant data are included in
the article and/or its supplementary information files.

1. THE FUNCTIONAL AALE AND ITS PROPERTIES

In this section, we recall some of the properties of the functional Aarg introduced and
studied in [DO20]. This functional and more precisely its sign in neighborhoods of Ricci-flat
ALE metrics (see Definition [[T]) will determine the dynamical stability or instability of these
Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow.

1.1. First definitions and function spaces.

We start by defining the manifolds as well as the function spaces we will be interested in.

Definition 1.1 (Asymptotically locally Euclidean (ALE) manifolds). We will call a Riemann-
ian manifold (N, g) asymptotically locally Fuclidean (ALE) of order 7 > 0 if the following
holds: there exists a compact set K C N, a radius R > 0, I' a subgroup of SO(n) acting



Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 7

freely on S*~! and a diffeomorphism ® : (R"/T')\ B.(0, R) — N\K such that, if we denote g
the Euclidean metric on R"/T", we have, for all k € Ny,

pk‘vge’k(fb*g o ge)‘e _ O(pr)’
on (R"/T)\B.(0, R), where p = d.(.,0).

We will study ALE metrics in a neighborhood of a Ricci flat ALE metric. Let us start by
defining this neighborhood thanks to weighted norms :

Definition 1.2 (Weighted Holder norms for ALE spaces). Let (N, g) be an ALE manifold of
dimension n, § > 0, and py(z) := max (dy(z,p), 1) for some point p € N. For any tensor s,

we define the following weighted C’S’a—norm :

k

o
50y 3= 50 25 (3 21975l + "IV s )
=0

(

where, if T' is a tensor on NV,

T)ca = sup T(x) = Pry T@)lg

ztyeM dg(, y)*
dg(z,y) <(g)

Here 6(g) denotes the injectivity radius of g and P, , denotes g-parallel transport along the
unique geodesic joining = and y.

Notice that choosing different base points p € N will lead to equivalent norms. We will
make a constant use of the following compact embedding whose proof can be found for instance
in [CSCBT79, Lemme 3]:

Lemma 1.3. Let (N",g) be an ALE manifold of dimensionn. Ifk >0, 7 >0 and o € (0,1)
then the continuous embeddings CF* < Cf,’a are compact for o/ € (0,c) and 7" € (0,7).

The next definition concerns weighted Sobolev norms for ALE spaces:

Definition 1.4 (Weighted Sobolev norms for ALE spaces). Let 5 > 0, and (N, g) an ALE
manifold of dimension n, and py(z) := max (dy(z,p), 1) for some point p € N. For any tensor
s, we define the following weighted L%—norm :

1
sl|?, = / s|?p2P"dp, ) ? .
Isligs = (] 1ol o)

‘We moreover define the H g—norm of s as

k
sl = Z Vis||?, .
| IIH;; z‘:OH HL%M

Remark 1.5. Since the above definitions do not formally depend on the type of tensor, and
since the metrics we will consider will be equivalent, we will often abusively simply denote
these spaces C»* or H E for instance.
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1.2. The functionals )\OALE, mapM and AALE.

Next, as in [DMO7, [LP87, Bar86] let us consider for 7 > "T_Q and «a € (0,1), the following
classical space of metrics,

M; = {g is a metric on N |g — g, € CY*(S*T*N)| R, € Ll} . (1.1)

1.2.1. Mass of ALE metrics. On M, the mass of an ALE metric is well-defined and only
depends on the metric:

mADM(g) = Rgr-{-loo ( " <dngb (g - gb) -V trgb (g - gb)a n>gb dagba (12)
Pap=

where n denotes the outward unit normal of the closed smooth hypersurfaces {p,, = R} for
R large.

Remark 1.6. Given g, a Ricci-flat metric, it is clear from the definition that the map h —
mapm(gy + h) is linear.

1.2.2. The functional ). Before defining the functional )\%LE, we denote for € > 0,
M2%(g) = {g is a metric on N |g — gy € B2.a(gp,€), Rg = O(p;f/) for some 7’ > n} .

Definition 1.7 (\};p, a first renormalized Perelman’s functional). Let (N", ;) be an ALE
Ricci flat metric and let g € M2%(gy, ). Define the Fapg-energy by:

Farp(w,g) = / (4902 + Ry w?) duy, (1.3)
N

where w —1 € C°(N), where C2°(N) is the space of compactly supported smooth functions.
The )\OALE—functional associated to the Fargp-energy is:

Nave(9) = inf Fare(w, g),
where the infimum is taken over functions w : N — R such that w — 1 € C°(N).

In case g is sufficiently close to g, with respect to the norm C?%, we prove in [DO20,
Proposition 1.12] that the above infimum is attained by the (unique) solution w, € 1+ C>
to the equation

—4A wy + Rgwy = 0. (1.4)

It turns out that w, is a positive function which lets us to consider the potential function
associated to a metric g defined as

fg = —2Inw,,
which is the unique solution f; € C2“ to

20, fg — V9 fol2 + Ry = 0. (1.5)
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1.2.3. Definition of the functional AapLE-

The above functionals mapy and )\%LE are only well-defined when the scalar curvature is
integrable which is not a convenient assumption as for instance M is not a closed subset of
C%O‘ for "T_Q < 1 <n—2. Moreover, mapm and )‘OALE are not continuous with respect to the
C?“_topology.

Remark 1.8. Another finer topology for M is obtained by adding the L'-norm of the scalar
curvature. We will see in the rest of the present article that there are Ricci flows of ALE
metric with nonvanishing (or even infinite) mass C*%converging to a Ricci-flat ALE metric.
This implies that the scalar curvature does not converge in an L!-sense by [DM07, Corollary
3.

In order to solve these problems, we define for g in a small C?“neighborhood of a Ricci-flat
ALE metric g and in M., the functional

AaLe(9) = Mre(9) — mabm(g)-

The advantage is that Aapg extends as an analytic function on a whole C?.’a—neighborhood of
any Ricci-flat ALE metric, see [DO20) Proposition 3.4]. Moreover, by denoting w, the solution
to (L4, which is well-defined without assuming that the scalar curvature is integrable, we
have

= i g 2 _f
AaLe(g) =  lim </{qu§R} <|V fg|g+Rg) e "dpy

(1.6)
/{p R) <dngb(g) — Vo tI'gb(g), Ilgb>gb dogb>,
9p —

It is worth noting from [DO20, Example 3.1] that for most perturbations, none of the above
integrals converge as R — oo, but their difference always does if g is sufficiently C2*-close to
gp for 7> 5 — 1.

1.3. Main properties of Aarg.
We now list some of the properties of Aapp proven in [DO20].
1.3.1. Variations of AALE-

We have the following first variation for Aapgp: see [DO20), Propositions 3.4] for a proof.
Notice that these formulas recover the variational formulas from the compact setting as proved
for instance in [Per02, Section 1].

Proposition 1.9 (First variation of Aarg). Let (N™, gp) be an ALE Ricci flat metric as-
ymptotic to R"/T', for some finite subgroup T' of SO(n) acting freely on S*~!, and let T €
(%2, —2).

The first variation of AaLg on a neighborhood of B 2.0 (gy,€) at g in the direction h is:

Sy e (h) = — /N (h, Ric(g) + V921,)g e F7dp,. (1.7)
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and the tensor Ric(g) + Vg’Qfg is weighted divergence free, i.e.
divy, (Ric(g) + VI2f,) =0, (1.8)

where divy, T := divy T — T(VIf,) for a symmetric 2-tensor T.
Moreover, if (g(t)):cjo,) is a solution to the Ricci flow on N lying in B 2.a(gs,€), then we
have the following monotonicity formula,
d

—Aare(g(t) = 2|| Ric(g(t)) + V92 £y H;<

o ) > 0. (1.9)

e 190 dpyy)
We next consider the second variations of AArEg.

Definition 1.10. Let (N", g) be a Riemmanian manifold. Then the Lichnerowicz operator
associated to g acting on symmetric 2-tensors, denoted by Ly, is defined by:

Lgh == Ayh + 2Rm(g)(h) — Ric(g) o h — hoRic(g), h e CE.(S*T*N), (1.10)

where Ay = —ViV, and where Rm(g)(h)(X,Y) := h(Rm(g)(e;, X)Y, e;) for an orthonormal
basis (e;)I_; with respect to g. In particular, if (N™, gp) is an ALE Ricei flat metric, then,

Lgh == Agh+2Rm(g)(h), he CE.(S*T*N). (1.11)

The following result recalls the second variation of Aarr at a Ricci flat metric. This formula
is consistent with that in the compact case as proved for instance in [Has12), Introduction].

Proposition 1.11 (Second variation of Aarr at a Ricci flat metric). Let (N, g) be an ALE
Ricci flat metric asymptotic to R™ /T, for some finite subgroup I' of SO(n) acting freely on
S*=1 and let T € (”T*Q,n — 2). Then the second wvariation of Aarg at gy along a divergence
free variation h € S*T*N such that h € B2a(gy, €) is:

1
5o, AALE(h, h) = 5(La o) 2. (1.12)
1.3.2. A Lojasiewicz inequality.

As explained in the introduction of this paper, in [DO20, Theorem 0.3], we moreover proved
that in a C*%neighborhood of any Ricci-flat ALE space, a Lojasiewicz inequality holds for

AALE-

Theorem 1.12 ([DO20]). Let (N", gy) be an ALE Ricci-flat manifold of dimension n > 4.
Let o € (0,1) and 7 € ("5%,n — 2). Then there exist a neighborhood B2.a(gb,€) of g, a
constant C' >0 and ¢ € (0,1] such that for any metric g € B 2.a(gy,€), we have the following

L2 41 -Lojasiewicz inequality,
2

Mare(9)]*™" < CIVAsLE@)I72
2

+1(90)°

(1.13)

Moreover, if (N™, gy) has integrable infinitesimal Ricci-flat deformations, then 6 = 1.

In particular, if n > 5, one has the following L*-Lojasiewicz inequality for integrable Ricci-
flat ALE metrics: if T € (§,n —2) then for any 0 < § < %, there exists C' > 0 such
that for all g € B2, (gp,€),

1 21 —n

Aare(9)*%2 < CIVAALE(9)Z2(y,) 012 =2 — PRy e (1.14)

10



Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 11

Here VAaLg denotes the gradient of Aapg in the L?(g) sense.

2. PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES FOR SHORT AND LARGE TIME

2.1. Heat kernel Gaussian bounds.

In this section, we fix an ALE Ricci flat metric (N, g) once and for all. Let (g(t))¢cio,r)
be a solution to the Ricci flow with g(0) € B2.a(gy,€) with 7 € (%2, n — 2). The main aim
of this section is to establish Gaussian bounds for the heat kernel acting on functions along
the Ricci flow.

As explained in the introduction, we follow the same strategy adopted by Grigor’yan [Gri97]
and Zhang [Zha06].

We denote the heat kernel based at (y,s) € N x [0,T) associated to the forward heat
equation by K(-,-,y,s):

WK (Y, 8) = Dy K (-, y,8), te€(s,T),
0hg = —2Ric(g(t)), (2.1)
lim; o+ K(-,t,y,s) = 0y.
This heat kernel always exists and is positive: see [Gue(02].
We also consider its conjugate heat equation: if (z,t) € N x (0,7T) is fixed, then K(z,t,-,")
is the heat kernel based at (x,t) associated to the conjugate backward heat equation,
OsK(x,t,-,-) = =Ago)K (z,t,-,-) + Rg(s) K(2,,-,-), s€(t,T),
0s9 = —2Ric(g(s)), (2.2)
limg - K(z,t,+,8) = 0.

We start with the following proposition that estimates the L! norms of both forward and
backward heat kernels:

Proposition 2.1 (L!'-bound). With the setting and notations introduced above, if 0 < s <
t<T,

e Js IRgar oo ' < /K(Cﬂat,y,S)dﬂg(t)(w)Seﬁ'Rg(t””C“dtl, yeEN, (23)
N

= [ Kt aeN, (2.4)

Proof. Let (£2;)j>0 be an increasing sequence of domains of N with smooth boundary ex-
hausting the manifold N. Let Kj(-,-,y,s) be the heat kernel based at (y,s) associated to
(ZI) on Q; with Dirichlet boundary condition. Then, one can prove that (K;(-,-,y,s));>0 is
an increasing sequence converging locally uniformly to K(-,-,y,s). By integrating by parts,

11



12 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

one gets, for some fixed (y,s) € N x [0,7T),

at/Q Kj(z,t,y,s) dpge(z) = /Ag(t (#,,y,8) = Ry () K (2,8, 9, 5) dpigr) ()
J
_ / (VIO K (.1, 5),m) doj g (2)
09,

- /Q Ry (@)K (2,1, . 8) dptg(e ()

J

IN

- /Q Ry(o) (2) (2, 6,9, 5) dity e ()

J

< Ry lloo /Q Kt . 5) ditygo) (@),
J

where do; ;) is the induced measure on 9€; by du, ). Here, we have used the positivity of
K;(-, - y,s ) on the interior of €2; together Wlth the Dirichlet boundary condition in the third
line. Therefore, by Gronwall’s inequality:

t
/ Kj(x’tayas) diug(t) (:C) < eft/ IR ”COds/ Kj(l‘at/,ya S) d:ug(t/)(x)a
Q; Q;
for any ¢t > ¢ > s. Let j large enough so that y € Q; and let t' go to s to get:
¢ / dt’
[ Koot 9) dig s I e
j
for any t > s. By letting j tending to +00, we get a half of the first estimate (23], i.e.

[ Kt g o) < e T o (2.5)

On the other hand, let (¢y)x be any sequence of smooth cut-off functions approximating the
constant function 1 with values into [0, 1] such that limy_, o [|[VI¢)Fhi|co = 0 for k= 1,2
and uniformly in ¢’ € [s,t]. Then

o /N (@) B, ., 5) dpggo ( / Ay bu(@) K (2, £,y 5) djigge) ()
_/]V¢k(x) Rg(t)(.%')K(.%',t,y,S) dug(t)(x)

+ /
> —els IRaan oo ' gupy |A ) ]
supp(¢k)

IRy lleo [ 0u()E o.t.5.5) diy (o)

Here, we have used (2.5]) in the second inequality. Again, by Grénwall’s inequality:

t 12 t
/N%(x)K(fU,t,y, 8) dptg(e) (z) > e~ Js IRater oo dt (1 -C sup Ay dil dt') :

s supp(éx)

which implies the expected estimate by letting k£ go to 4o0.

12



Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 13

The second estimate (2.4]) is proved similarly: indeed, remark that K;(z,t,-,-) satisfies
(2.2) with Dirichlet boundary condition and the scalar curvature term is absorbed by the
variation of the Riemannian measure.

0

Remark 2.2. In particular, Proposition 2.1] tells us that the heat semigroup associated to
Ay is a bounded operator when interpreted as an operator on L' and L>. By interpolation,
one gets for any p € [1, +o0],

< e ds IRy llco @t'

”utHLp(d,U«g(t)) ”uSHLp(dug(S))7 t> S,

ug(x) = K(x,t,-, ) * us.

The next proposition concerns an on diagonal upper bound for the forward heat kernel
along the Ricci flow.

Proposition 2.3 (On diagonal upper bound: L? — L* bound). Let (N",g;) be an ALE
Ricci flat metric. Let (g(t))cjo,r) be a solution to the Ricci flow such that g(t) € Beo(gp,e)
for allt € [0,T) and such that

DO =

t
/ | Ry lloo dt! <
Then,

C
O<K(x’tayas)§7n, 0§5<ta xayGN’
(t—s)2

where C'= C(n, gy, €) is a time-independent positive constant.

We start with the following lemma that is crucial to prove Proposition 2.3t

Lemma 2.4 (L' mean value inequality). Let (N",gy) be an ALE Ricci flat metric. Let
(9(t))tefo,r) be a solution to the Ricei flow such that g(t) € Beo(gy,€) for allt € [0,T). Then
any nonnegative subsolution u of the heat equation along such a Ricci flow, i.e.

Ou < Aypyu, on N x(0,T),

satisfies, for n € (0,1) and v < t such that J;iﬁ | Rg(s) llco ds < :,
sup u < C wdpig(s)ds,
P(z,tnr) P(x,t,r)
for some positive constant C = C(n, gy, £,m) and where
P(z,t,r) = {(y,s)eNx 0,7) | se&(t—rt, yEng(x,r)}.

The proof of Lemma 2.4] is inspired by that of Zhang [Zha06l Theorem 5.1] in a Ricci
flow setting. This was already noticed in [DL17] in the context of expanding gradient Ricci
solitons. Therefore, we only sketch a proof of Lemma [2.4] for the convenience of the reader.

Sketch of proof of Lemma |24 Let p € [1,400). Then the function u” is a sub-solution to the
heat equation, i.e.

Gtup < Ag(t)up, (2.6)

13



14 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

on N x (0,T). Consider any smooth space-time cutoff function v supported in P(z,t,r) and
multiply (Z.6) by ¥?uP and integrate by parts as follows:

t/

/tr2/ |v9(s ()3 8)_|Vg w|g(8 2pd,ug ds =

/tTQ/ |v9) wup up<vg(8)(wup)7V9(8)¢>g(8)+¢up<vg(8)¢7vg(8)up>g(s) dprg(syds =
t/

/ 2/N<Vg(s)(1,bup),wvg(s)up>g(s)+1,Z)up<Vg(s)¢,Vg(s)up>g(s) dptg(s)ds =

t—r

t/
/tTQ/N<Vg(s)(¢2up)’Vg(s)up>g(s) dlu'g(s)dS:_/t TQ/ ¢2upAg(s)u dpg(s)ds,

for any ' € (t — 72, t]. Now, thanks to (2.0,

/tr2/ V2P A gy uP dpig(syds < — /tr2/ V2P OuP dpug(syds

t/
:——/t 2/ 20, u2pd,ug s)ds

t 1
= 5 / / (651/}2 - Rg(s) 7/}2) u?p dug(s)ds - 5 / ¢2u2p dlu'g(t/)a
t—r2 JN N

(2.8)

for any t' € (t — r2,t]. Here we have integrated by parts in time in the third line and we have
used the fact that v vanishes at t/ =t — 2.
Hence, combining (2.7) and (28] leads to:

/t 7-2/ ‘vg wup g(s dug d3+ / ¢2 p d/j/g(t’) >

t 2
X )
/ma/ ( IV )¢|§(s)+—lle(s) lco? ) u?® dpuy(syds <

51/}2 2
/t/< £V, ) 0 dpy s

/

1
+ _/ | Rg(s) llco ds sup / P pd:“g(s <
2 Jia2 ct—r2,t]
t 8 ¢2 ( ) ) ) ¢ »
S +vgs s ’u,pd sd8+—/ Rs o ds sup /wupd <)
/t—r2 /N ( 2 ’ 1/1\9( )) Hg(s) 2 /)i, | g(s) 1&; ey Hg(s)

(2.9)

Notice in particular that (2.9) implies, if firQ | Rg(s) llco ds < 1,

t 2
sup /1/12 %P dpg(s) <4/ 2/ < Os + Vo2, >u2pd,ug(s)ds. (2.10)

e(t—r2,t/

14



Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 15

Let 7,0 € (0,400) such that 7 > 0 and 740 < r. In particular, P(z,t,7) C P(z,t,7+0) C
P(z,t,r). Now, choose two smooth functions ¢ : Ry — [0,1] and 1 : Ry — [0,1] such that

supp(¢) C [0,7+0], ¢=1 in[0,7], ¢=0 in[r+o0,+x), —c/o<¢ <O,
supp(n) C [t — (7 + 0)2,—|—oo), n=1 in [t — 72, 400),
n=0 in(t—rt—(r4+0)?, 0<n <c/o’

Define ¢(y, s) := ¢(dg, (z,y))n(s), for (y,s) € N x (0,T). Then,

s C
|vg( )T,Z)|g(5) < ?a

alQ

) |8S¢| S

for some time-independent positive constant C. Here we have used the fact that g(t) is e C-
close to gy. Now, (N",g(t))c(o,r) satisfies the following Euclidean Sobolev inequality since
(N™, gy) does by [Chapter 3, [SC02]] and the fact that g(t) is e C'-close to gy: there exists
C = C(gp) > 0 such that

n—2

2n n
([ ™ dng) © < [ V0@ dug, .11

for any ¢t € [0,7). We are now in a position to follow the proof of [DL17, Proposition 4.3]
very closely: if a;, := 1+ 2/n, one gets by Holder’s inequality together with (2.11),

/P " )(uQ”) " dpg(syds < / (PP )™ dpig () ds

P(x,t,r)

S/t:a (/N(l/mp)% d:u'g(s))nT_Q (/N(lbup)z d:u'g(s))% ds

2
<¢_sw ([ @rdug)" [ o [T di

se(t—r2t]

1 o
<C / u? dp s> ,
o2an ( P(z,t,7+0) 9(s)

for some time-independent positive constant C. Here, we have used (2.9) and (2.10) in the
last line together with the fact that ¢ is compactly supported in P(x,t,7 + o). It is now
sufficient to iterate the previous inequality for suitable sequences (p;);, (r;); and (7;)i, (04)s
to reach the desired conclusion.

O
We are in a position to give a proof of Proposition 231

Proof of Proposition [2.3. It suffices to apply Lemma [2.4] together with Proposition 2.1l to the
nonnegative (sub)solution

u(z,t) := K(x,t,y,s),

15



16 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

for some fixed (y,s) € N x [0,T) with 72 = (t — 5)/2:

K(x,t,y,s) < sup K('?'ayas)
P(mt 1 t_—s)

2D} 2

<L+2 / KL 08) ity 0
(t—s)2 JPt\/5

< O SRy ot

(t—s)?
for some positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €). This ends the proof of the expected estimate since

Ji IRy llco dt’ < 3.
O

We now state the main result of this section:

Theorem 2.5 (Gaussian estimate). Let (N, gy) be an ALE Ricci flat metric. Let (g(t))scio,r)
be a solution to the Ricci flow such that g(t) € Beo(gp,€) for all 0 < s <t < T and such that

1
Ri at' < — 2.12
[ IRiclate Do < - 212
Then the heat kernel associated to (21) satisfies the following Gaussian estimate:

C ex d dz(s) (z,y)
t—s)3 P Dit—s

where C' = C(n, gy, e, D) and Dy = Dy(n, gy, €) are time-independent positive constants.

|K(z,t,y,s)] < } 0<s<t xz,yeN, D>Dy (213)

Remark 2.6. The Gaussian weight in (2.13)) could be stated in terms of the distance dg ) (z,y)
instead thanks to Proposition [A.2

Proof. Again, we follow closely the presentation of [DL.17, Theorem 5.14]. Define the following
integral quantities for a positive constant D to be chosen later:

t) (z,2)
D(s,t,z) = /|K:vtzs2e D=9 dpgey (), s<t, z€N,

2d g(s)(z Y)

E%(s,t,2) :———/ |K (z,t,y,s)|?e PE= digs)(y), s<t, z€N.
N

The motivation for introducing such quantities follows from the next crucial observation:
by the semi-group property and the triangular inequality,

K(x,t,y,s / K(z,t,2,7) - K(2,7,y,5) dpg(r)(2)

2 2
dg(ry (Z:Y) 7dg(7)(x,y)

K (x,t,z,7)e Pt K(z,T,y,s)e D=9 dﬂg(r)(z)e D(t=s)

where s < 7 := HTS < t. Therefore, by Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, we get the following
“universal” inequality:
2 (2,y)
‘K(l’, t? Y, 3)’ < C\/Ell)(sv T, y)EIQD(Ta t7 .%') exp {_%} . (214)

16



Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 17

We claim the following:
Claim 2.7.

C
Ell)(sa t? ) + E%)(S, t7 ) <

~ m, s < t, D > DQ, (215)

for some time-independent positive constants C' = C(n, gy, &, D) and Dy = Dy(n, gp, €).

The proof of Claim 2.7] is essentially based on Proposition 2.3 implied by (212) and is
virtually identical to the proof of [DL17, Theorem 5.8]: it will therefore be omitted.

Now, thanks to (ZI4) together with (2I5]) from Claim 27 one obtains the expected
Gaussian estimate:

a2 (z,y
‘K(l’,t,y,S)’ < Lexp{_m}

T (t—s)? D(t — s)
&2 (z,y
Lﬂexp{_lg@#}a 0S8<t, xayeNv
(t—s)2 en - D(t — s)

for some positive constant C' = C(n, gy, &, D) and any D > Dgy(n, gy, c). Here we have used
Proposition to estimate from below the distance dy(;)(x,y) in terms of the distance

dg(s) (x, y) .

2.2. L2 — (Y estimate.

We start by checking that the L?-norms of the Ricci tensor and the Hessian of the potential
function satisfying (LL5) are controlled from above by that of the associated Bakry-Emery
tensor.

Proposition 2.8 (A priori L? estimate for the Ricci flow). Let (N, g) be an ALE Ricci flat
metric. Let g be a metric in B 2.a(gy,€). Then,

H Ric(g)HL2(e_f9dug) + |’vg72f9HL2(e_fgdug) < C (H RIC(g) + vg72f9HL2(e_f9dug)) ) (216)

for some positive constant C = C(n, gp, ).

Proof. Let g be ametric in B2, (g5, €). Then observe that from the Euler-Lagrange equation
(LH) satisfied by the potential function f,, one gets:

Dgfy = Vs fg = —Dgfy = Ry = — try (Ric(g) + VO2f, ). (2.17)

Let us apply the Bochner formula to the smooth metric measure space (N™, g, V9 f,): see
[CLNO6, Lemma 1.36] for instance. To do so, let us recall the definition of the weighted
laplacian associated to such a triple (N, g, V9 f;) acting on functions:

Ayu = Agu — V%gfgu, u e CE.(N).

17



18 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

With this definition in hand, one gets:
Ay, |V fo|2 =2|992 fy[2 + 2 (Ric(g) + V2 f,) (V9 fy, VI 1)
+2(V9 g, VI fo)g
=2|Vo2 |2 4 2 (Ric(g) + V92, ) (V9 fy, V7 f,)
— 2V, V9 tr, (Ric(g) + Vo2f,) )

Here, we have used (2I7)) in the second line. By integrating by parts (with respect to the
weighted measure e~ 79 dpg) the previous identity, one ends up with:

2‘|Vg’2fg||i2(e*fgdug) =2 <Afgfg’tr9 (Ric(g) + V9’2fg)>L2

g

(e7fodpy)

9 /N (Ric(g) + V92£,) (V9 £,, V7 ;) e Fodpg
2
L2(eff9dug)

-2 /N (Ric(g) + Vg’Qfg) (V9fq,VIfg) e’fgd,ug

—9 Hm«g (Ric(g) + V92 fg)}

(2.18)
<9 Hm«g (Ric(g) + V92 fg)y

2

L2 (e‘fgdug)

+ 1195, (Ric(g) + Vo2 1y ) llco g,V foll 2 (o104,
2

<2 Htrg (Ric(g) + vngg)’ L2(efodugy )

+C(n.gn)llpy, (Rie(o) + V92 fy) oo Vo232 - rogy, )

Here we have used (2.I7)) in the second line, and Hardy’s inequality from [Min09] is invoked in
the last inequality. In particular, if g lies in a sufficiently C>% small neighborhood of g, such
that C(n, gb)||p3b (Ric(g) + V92 f,)|| < 1 then the last term on the righthand side of [2.I8)) can
be absorbed by the lefthand side so that,

V92 fllZ> <2 (2.19)

2
2’

’trg (Ric(g) + Vg’zfg)‘

This ends the proof of the estimate on the Hessian term in (ZI6]). The bound on the L?-norm
of the Ricci curvature follows by the triangular inequality. O

The next proposition lets us get an a priori C° estimate on the distance from a Ricci flow
to the origin given by an ALE Ricci flat metric:

Proposition 2.9 (A priori L? — C? estimate for the Ricci flow). Let (N, gy) be an ALE Ricci
flat metric. Let (g(t))cor) be a solution to the Ricci flow such that g(t) € Beo(gy,€) and
with bounded curvature for allt € [0,T).

Fort e (0,T) and 0 < r? < t, if firQ | Ry(s) llco ds < & and Ric(g(s)) € L?, s € [t — r?, 1],
then,
t

T

IRic(g(t))llco < Cr™ % exp <C(n)/t ,IIRm(g(s))llco dS) IRic(g(t — 2|z, (2.20)

18



Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 19

for some positive constant C = C(n, gp,€).

Proof. Thanks to the evolution equation [([AL6]), Lemma[A3] satisfied by the Ricci tensor, one
gets that the function u(t) := exp (—c(n) fot | Rm(g(s))|lco ds) \Ric(g(t)]f](t) is a subsolution
to the heat equation, i.e. du < Ay u.

Thanks to Lemma 24l if 72 < ¢t < T and = € N, one is led to:

t
sup, e~ o len | Rie(g(1)) 5
By, (:1:

—c(n) [5 IBm(g(s")llco ds'| Ric g(s 2du < ds,
+/ . /B( |Ric(g(s))? dyuy(s)

where C' = C(n, gy, €) is a positive constant which is independent of space and time variables.
In particular, we find

<

. C c\n t m S S t .
sup | Ric(g(t) 2y < g€ (n) [* 2 || Rm(g(s))l| oo d / / | Ric(g(8)P? dpgge)ds.
ng( 72) r t—r ng(:vr
(2.21)
This being said, estimate (2.21]) implies in particular that
C
I Ric(g(t)) oo < LI e s IBnDlcots sy [ Ric(g(s)) 2. (2:22)
T2 t—r2<s<t
Now, Proposition gives:
t
s [ Ric(g(s) e < et RV ) Ric(o(t — ). (2:28)
Combining this fact with ([2:22)) finally gives
. C ", 00,€) c(n) [* m(g(s s .
| Ric(g(t))|lco < %e (n) [;_,2 |IRm(g(s))llc0 @ | Ric(g(t — 12))] 2. (2.24)
Then (2:24)) establishes the desired estimate (2Z.20]). O

We end this section by an estimate on the decay of the C%-norm of the Ricci tensor along
a Ricci flow satisfying some mild assumptions:

Proposition 2.10. Let (N",gy) be an ALE Ricci flat metric. Let (g(t))¢cpo,r) be a solution
to the Ricci flow such that g(t) € Beo(gp, €) and with bounded curvature for allt € [0,T) and
such that

1
/ | Rie(g(t) o dt' < 5 (2.25)
Then, if p>1,0 < s <t <T and Ric(g(s )) eLr,
; C :
I Rie(g(®))lco < ——g[|Ric(g(s))llr +C sup. HRm HCO/ I Ric(g(t"))lco dt’,
(t—s)2r t'efo,T
(2.26)

for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €,Dp).

Remark 2.11. Proposition 210 will be most useful in case p > 15 since we will ultimately

consider a solution (g(t))¢cpo,1) to the Ricci flow such that Ric(g(t )) O(py,~ %) for each time
tel0,T).

19



20 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Proof. The assumptions legitimate the use of Theorem through Duhamel’s formula as we
now explain.

According to the evolution equation satisfied by the Ricci curvature along the Ricci flow
given by Lemma ([A.3]) together with Duhamel’s formula, one can write:

Ric(g(1))(x) = / (K(x,t,-, 5), Ric(g(s))) dpige
//' 2,1,-,t'),Rm(g(t')) * Ric(g(t"))) dptg(e dt',

where K(x,t,y,s) denotes the heat kernel associated to the rough Laplacian acting on sym-
metric 2-tensors associated to the one-parameter family of metrics (g()):c(0,1)-

Now, by Kato’s inequality, the operator norm of K(x,t,y, s) is bounded by the heat kernel
acting on functions, i.e.

(2.27)

HIC(x?taya3)||H0m(S2Ty*N7SQT;N) < K(x,tayas)a (x’y) €N x Na t>s2 05 (228)

where K(z,t,y,s) denotes the heat kernel acting on functions with respect to the family of
metrics ¢g(t) introduced and studied in Section 21l In particular, [(2ZI3]), Theorem [2.5] ensures
(once we fix D = Dy) that

2
C(n,gp,e, q)/ dg(s)(:v,y)
K(z.t, PAUSEULN VA N S 1O k4 O
1K (2, 8)[[ 0 < o2 L T Do) Hg(s) ()

(
(
C(n, gv,€,9) dgy(,y)
< ﬁ/}vexp{ W} dpg, (y) (2.29)
(
(

e n,gb,e q) /+oo r?
= expy —q—— » A, (z,r) dr,
t—s)2  Jo P "2Do(t —s) v(7)

for 0 < s <t < T, where Ay, (x,7) denotes the (n — 1)-dimensional Hausdorff measure of the
geodesic sphere with respect to the metric g, centered at x of radius r and where C(n, g, €, q)
denotes a positive constant that may vary from line to line. Here we have used dz( 5) (z,y) >

;dgb (z,y) for all z,y € N in the last line since by assumption g(s) € Bgo(gp,e). Bishop-
Gromov’s inequality applied to the Ricci-flat metric g, implies that A, (z,r) < nwpr™ ! for
all » > 0 where w,, denotes the n-dimensional Hausdorfl measure of the unit ball of Euclidean

space. In particular, a change of variable in the last integral of (2.29]) shows that:

C(nagbaeaQ)
1K (x,t, - 8)|T0 < ———
(t—s)" 2

Therefore, one gets by Holder’s inequality and (2Z.27):
[ Ric(g(t))[[co < SUJI;||K(~’C,t,',5)||m||RiC(Q(S))HLP
BAS

© sup || Rmg( |@/HK,,mmwmx<mmw
t'€[0,T)
C(n
<—Lﬂ4md<wm+0mmnml nm/umc Dlleo
(t—s)2r t'€f0,T)
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where p,q > 1 are such that p~! + ¢=! = 1 and where C is a positive constant independent

of time. Here we have invoked Proposition 2.1 in the last line.
O

2.3. Weighted estimates.

In this section, we consider an ALE Ricci flat metric (N, g,) and prove an a priori C°
estimate on the distance of a Ricci flow (g(t));e(o,) lying in a small neighborhood Beo(gp, €)
starting from a metric g(0) € B 2.0 (gp, €)-

To do so, we essentially use the Gaussian estimates proved in Theorem via Duhamel’s
formula. We will distinguish short-time from large-time estimates. Recall that from [Shi89a,
Theorem 1.1], if go is a complete Riemannian metric on N with curvature bounded by
Co > 0, then there exists T(n,Cp) > 0 such that there exists a smooth complete Ricci
flow (g9(t))ejo,7(n,cy) satisfying the conclusions of Proposition From now on, we define
TShi = T(’I’L, C(])

Lemma 2.12 (Short-time estimates). Let (N",gp) be an ALE Ricci flat metric. Let 7 €
(%52, n —2), a € (0,min{l,n —2 — 7}) and let (9(t))icjo,r) be a solution to the Ricci flow in
a neighborhood Bco(gy,€) such that g(0) € Bz (gy,€) and

| IRictate)) oo e < 5 (2:30)

Then fort € [0,T) N [0, Tsnil,

IRm(g ()l co.e, = C(n, g, £)e“9:5 | Rm(g(0)) (2.31)

oo,

IRic(g(t)llcoe, < Cn, g0, g)eC o) Ric(g(0))llco.e - (2.32)

Remark 2.13. The proof of Lemma [2.T2] uses Theorem which explains the assumption
(230). Using the maximum principle and suitable barriers in the same spirit as it is done in
[Li18] would have led to the same result without assuming (2.30).

Proof. According to (A.14]) from Proposition[A.D] the curvature operator is uniformly bounded
on [0,7) N [0,7sn]. Thanks to the evolution equation satisfied by the curvature operator
[((A5), Lemma [A3], this implies that the function e~¢(IRm(g(0)lico| Rm(g(t))|g() is a sub-
solution to the heat equation along the Ricci flow in the smooth sense whenever | Rm(g(%))|g()
does not vanish. In order to circumvent the case where | Rm(g(t))|y(;) does vanish, we consider

a regularization of the form ,/|Rm(g(t))|? ,, + €2 for € > 0 and it can be shown that for all
g(t)

€ > 0, the function e~ Em(g(0)lco t\/\ Rm(g(t))’?,(t) + €2 is a subsolution to the heat equa-

tion along the Ricci flow in the smooth sense. In particular, by Duhamel’s formula together
with the maximum principle,

e IRl Olicot /| Rm(g(t))2, (x) + € < /N K (x,t,y,0)\/IRm(g(0)|20) (v) + € dpigo) ().

By letting € go to 0, the Lebesgue dominated convergence theorem ensures that:

| Rm(g(t))] () (z) < eI BmaO@licot /N K(z,t,,0)| Rm(g(0))ly(0) (¥) ditg(0)(¥)

< Ct /N K (2,1, 9, 0)| Rm(g(0))],0) () dptg(0)(v)
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By assumption, [(2.13),

Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

for some positive constant C' = C(n, gp,€) by assumption on g¢(0)
(2.33)

22
Theorem 2.5 holds true and we get (once we fix D = Dy),
C /Nexp {_d?,(%(; y)} | Rn(g(0)) | 4(0) () ditg(o) (v)
2Dt } o () dig, (v),

g 0 — d2 T,y
N
(x,y) for all x,y € N in the last line. By splitting the

9b

[ Rm(g(t))lgr) (%)

12
> idgb

where we have used dz(o) (x,y) >
integral on the righthand side of (2.33)) in two parts, whether y € By, (p,dg, (p,)/2) or not
(2.34)

for some fixed point p € N, one gets:
} oY) dpg, (y) <

tZexpl —
/N P { 2Dt
n d2 ? Zz
t72 exp{—M}/ Pyg
8Dyt By, (p,dg, (p,)/2)
/ +3 exp {—
Bg, (p.dg, (p,x)/2)

C
+ T42
(dg, (p,z) + 1)
Now, since 7 + 2 < n, the co-area formula together with Bishop-Gromov’s inequality give:
n—1
dr
(2.35)

(y) dpg, (y)

& (x,y)
gy \"7
“oDot dpig, (y)-

dgb (1’, y)

9b
—T7—2
b

dg, (p,x)/2
@m%mnsamA

/ png—Z
ng (pvdgb (p,2)/2)
x
<C(n ;
") o) = 177
where C'(n) is a positive constant that may vary from line to line. Combining estimate (2.34])
and the previous integral estimate; one gets:
dg, (@) -
< o (W) dug, (y)
d2 (p, ) C
gp \7s d 1) 7 2 (236)
( gb(p’x) + ) + (dgb(pa“r) + 1)T+2

t3 exp{ —
/N { 2Dot
8Dyt

& (p,x)\ 2
<C <#> exp {_
C
< )
= (g, (p, ) +1)7+2

for some positive constant C' independent of time ¢ > 0 that may vary from line to line
Estimates (Z.33]) and (2.36) lead to the expected result (2.31) at the level of the C®-norm:
| Rm(g(t))llco, < CeC!|| Rm(g(0))l|co . (2.37)

for some positive constant C' = C'(n, gp, €).
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Regarding the C'*-seminorm, by a similar reasoning considering difference quotients to-
gether with Duhamel’s formula , one gets schematically if o € (0, min{l,n —2 —7}):

P H Y Rm(g(t))]oo < O pg, > Rm(g(0))]ce [l oo

e /O | Rn(g(t)) * Rn(g(¢D]eellco ¥

< CeC*| Rm(g(0)) (2.38)

||CO,a

+ Ot Rm(g(0)) o / | Ran(g(t")) s,
where we used classical (local) controls of the C%-norm of a product:

Ifgllce < C (I fllcollglice + 1 fllo=llgllico)

for C > 0, and the multiplicative property of weighted Holder norms.
Concatenating (2.38) together with (237) leads to (Z31]) by invoking Gronwall’s inequality.
The proof of ([232]) goes along the same lines by using (AL6]) together with (23T]). O

The next lemma takes care of a priori integral-in-time estimates for the weighted C%-norm
of the Ricci curvature.

Lemma 2.14 (A priori large-time C? estimate). Let (N",gy) be an ALE Ricci flat metric.

Let 7 € (%52,n — 2) and let (g(t))ieor) be a solution to the Ricci flow in a neighborhood

Beo(gp, €) such that SUPteo, ) I Rnrl(g(t))Hcg+2 < C(n,qg) and

1
dt' < — 2.39
[ IRictot@les ' < 5 (239
Then we have
/ || Ric(g ||Co dt/<C<||Rlc ||Co / | Ric(g(s")) || o ds) , 0<s<t<T,
(2.40)

for some time-independent positive constant C = C(n,gy,€). In particular, one gets the
following a priori C° estimate:

l9(t) = g(s)llco < C (H Ric(g HCO / | Ric(g(s"))||co ds) 0<s<t<T. (241)

Proof. By arguing as in the proof of Proposition 210, one ensures with the help of Duhamel’s
formula that for x € N and t > s > 0,

[Ric(o(t)ly (@) < [ B (o) Ric(a(o)) o g
(2.42)

+ / /N K(z,t,-,t")|Rm(g(t')) * Ric(g(t"))| ) dptgr) dt’.
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By invoking [([2.13]), Theorem 2.5] (once we fix D = Dy), the first term on the righthand
side of ([2.42]) can be estimated as follows:

K ,ton5) [ Riclg(9)lyo) == [ Kot s) Rictas)l o dig

d2, | (x
= m/Ne p{ %} | Ric(g(5))lg(s) (%) dptg(s) ()

2 z, B
< C|| Ric(g(s))lloo,, /N <t—s>-%exp{—%}pg; 2(y) dpig, (1),
(2.43)

where we have used dz(s) (z,y) > %dgb (z,y) for all x,y € N in the last line together with the

fact that g(t) € Beo(gp,€) for all t € [0,T).
Observe that for x # y, and n > 3,

400 2 (¢
/S (t —s)"2 exp {—%} dt < Cd;)nJrQ(x, Y). (2.44)

”

Indeed, two changes of variable, translating first the variable
variable "r , show that:

7 =t — s” then rescaling the

& ( )
— 2 BT = 2 _ 9\
/s (E=8)7% exp 2Do(t — s) /o e BT

/+oo _a { 1 } d d n+2( )
= rT2expq— r
o P\ 2Dyr ©Y

= Cd;)"+2(x,y).

In particular, by Fubini’s theorem,

/ K(xv t/v K S) * ‘ Ric(g(s))‘g(s) dt’ < CH RiC(g(S))”C«2+2 /N dg n+2(1_ y)pgb (y) dILLgb(y)'
(2.45)

By considering regions of the type By, (p,dg, (p,x)/2), By, (p,2dg,(p,x)) \ Bg,(p,dg, (p,)/2)
and N \ By, (p,2dg,(p, x)) for a point z € N and a fixed point p € N, one gets:

/ 03, )0 ) di, ()
B!]b (pvdgb (p,fl')/2)

< C(n)d;)"“(p,x)/ Pay 2(y) digy (v)
By, (Pydgb (p,2)/2)
< C(n)pg, (z)~".

Here we have used the triangular inequality in the first line to ensure that 2dg, (z,y) >
dg, (p, ) together with estimate (2.35) from the proof of Lemma Similarly, since on the
annulus By, (p, 2dg, (p, z)) \ By, (p, dg, (p, z)/2), one has dg, (z,y) < 3dg, (p, z) by the triangular
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inequality, one gets:

/ dg" "2 (@, )Py, () dig, (y)
ng (p,ngb (p,$))\ng (p,dgb (p,x)/2)

< Cd, 2, )o, ) [ g, ()

ng (p72dgb (p,:l?))\ng (p,dgb (p,2)/2)
< C(n)d;, (p,x)p,, % (x) < C(n)py, (x),

where C'(n) is a positive constant that may vary from line to line. Finally,

/ " (@, y)pgT 2 (y) disg, (1)
N\ng (p,ngb (p,x))

< C’(n)/ g, (0, 9)pg,T 2 (y) dpig, ()
N\ng (Pvzdgb (p,7))

400
< C(n)/ pnt2 (max{r, 1})7772Agb(p,r) dr
2d9b(p7x)

+oo
< C’(n)/ r (max{r,1}) " 2dr
2d9b(p7x)

< C(n)pg, ()7,

where C'(n) denotes a positive constant that may vary from line to line. Here we have used the
triangular inequality in the first line together with the co-area formula and Bishop-Gromov’s
inequality in the antepenultimate line. Combining the three previous basic inequalities lead
to an a priori estimate on the following C%-norm by multiplying across (2:45) by the weight

Py,
t
/ 1K (2, -, 5) * | Ric(g(s))lg(s) lco dt” < C||Ric(g(s)) o, (2.46)

Notice that we heavily use the restriction 7 < n — 2 here. We proceed similarly to handle
the second term on the righthand side of (2.42)):

[ [ [ sttt s Ran(ols) « Rictos) diyr s <
C/S /N (/5/ K(Sﬂ,t”ya 5’) dt’) ’Rm(g(sl))‘(y) dﬂg(s’)(y)H RiC(g(S/))HCO ds’

) (2.47)
<0 ( / | Ric(g(s"))llco d8’> /N dg, (2,y) "2 pg, (y) "7 dpig, (y)

<c ( | IRictg(s)s dsf) pan@)™".

Here, we have used Fubini’s theorem in the second line together with the assumption on
the curvature tensor Rm(g(s’)), s’ € [0,7T) in the penultimate line which implies that the
curvature tensor Rm(g(s’)) decays as fast as p;f” uniformly in time.
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26 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Based on (2.42]), estimates (2.46) and (2.47)) lead directly to the desired estimate (2.40]).
Finally, (2.41]) is proved with the help of (Z40]) by noticing that:

I9(6)~9(6)lce < [ | Rietot))lcy
g

The following lemma proves an a priori weighted C%® estimate on the Ricci tensor of a
solution of the Ricci flow C*%-close to a stable ALE Ricci flat metric.

Lemma 2.15 (A priori weighted C%“ estimate on Ricci curvature). Let (N™, gy), n > 4, be
an ALE Ricci flat metric. Let T € (2%52,n—2), o € (0,1) and let (9(t))tepo,1) be a solution
to the Ricci flow in a neighborhood B 2.0 (gy, €) with uniformly bounded covariant derivatives,

i.e. |[VIORRm(g(t))||co < Ck, k> 1 and such that

t
1
/O | Rie(g(t)llco dt’ < 5 (2.48)

Then we have the following estimate,

| Ric(g(®)llco,, (HRm Mies,, / | Ric(g(t'))]|co dt) 0<s<t<T, (249)

for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gp,€).
Moreover, if « € (0,min{l,n — 2 — 7}) then for anyn € (0,1):

| Ric(g())llcos, < <|| Ric(9(s)) o + / | Rie(g())]/5” dt’> L 0<s<t<T. (2.50)

Proof. Similarly to the beginning of the proof of Lemma 214l we use Duhamel’s formula as
described in (Z27)) to estimate the C2, 4 norm of the Ricci curvature along such a Ricci flow.

As in ([2.42)) in the proof of Lemma 2.14] using the Gaussian bounds (ZI3]) from Theorem
with D = Dg fixed once and for all together with the semigroup domination property

([228]) leads us to:
[t -15), Riclo(6D) diac

g(t)

C dz(o)(x,y) .
= (t—s)2 /NeXP {‘ﬁ} | Ric(g(s))g(s) () dhrg(s) () (2.51)

n d? x, o
< Ric(g(s))l!cg+2/]V(t—s)5exp{—%}pgf *(y) dpg, (v)-

Here we have used the fact that g, and g(0) are uniformly equivalent (due to their € close-
ness). By splitting the integral on the righthand side of (Z51I]) in two parts, whether y €
By, (p, dg,(p,x)/2) or not for some fixed point p € N as in the proof of ([234]), one gets:

_n de(x,y) —r— c
/N(t —5) 2Zexp {—m} a2 (y) dpg, (y) < o o) 177 (2.52)

for some positive constant time-independent C' that may vary from line to line. Here, we have
used the fact that 7+ 2 < n.
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Concatenating estimates (2.51]) and (2.52)) give the following estimates in terms of the initial
data:

|, et Rictatn) dgo,

< C|[Ric(g(s))lco,,» t>5=>0. (2.53)

This estimate holds for any one-parameter family of tensors lying in C9 2. We proceed
similarly to estimate the second term on the right hand side of (2.42)):

<’C($ ), Rm(g(t")) = Ric(g(t'))) dpg(e dt’

cv.,
<C/HRm )) % Ric(g(t)co_ d
(2.54)
<C sup | Run(g(t) g / | Ric(g(t'))lco ¥
t'els,t]

<C<Mm( Mies,, /HRw Hmﬁ>

Here, we apply (2.53) to the family of tensors Rm(g(¢')) * Ric(g(¢')) in the first line and we
use the fact that g(t) is close to g in the C2-topology in the penultimate line which implies
in particular that the curvature tensor Rm(g(s)) decays as fast as p&? uniformly in time.
Finally, [([2:40), Lemma [2.T5] is invoked in the last line. Notice that we have not used the
whole strength of the decay of the curvature tensor. The proof of (249 is now completed.

The proof of the a priori estimate (2.50) on the Cgfz norm of the Ricci tensor goes along
the same lines as the C? 712 a priori estimate we just proved by using difference quotients under
the restriction on a € (0,1) so that 7+ 2 + o < n.
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28 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Indeed, under this restriction on «, we get schematically:

T+2ta

P T Ric(g(t)lce < Cllpg* [Ric(g(s))lcalco +C/ IRm(g(t")) * [Ric(g(t'))]lcellco,,,  dt’

T+24+a

+c/ IR (g(¢)]ce * Ric(g(t) o, d¥

< C|[Ric(g(s))ll oz, +C/ IRm(g(t)) * [Ric(g(t'))]cellco,,,  dt

T+24+a

+C sl Roniolt) o ey / | Ric(g(t)) oo dt

< C|[Ric(g(s))ll oz, +C/ IRm(g(t")) » Ric(g(t))]celeo,, ., dF

T+24a
(H Ric(g(s)) o, / | Ric(g(#))]|co dt)

< C|[Ric(g(s))ll oz, +C/ IRm(g(t)) * [Rie(g(t))]c=llco,,, dt

T+2+«
+C’/ | Ric(g(¥))]|co dt’.
(2.55)

Here we have used Lemma [2Z.14] in the third inequality.
In order to handle the penultimate integral on the righthand side of (Z53]), we proceed as
follows: by interpolation together with Holder inequality,

/ pg, ()" [Ric(g(t"))]ce (x) dt! SCa/ IRic(g(t') e IV Ric(g(t')) |2 d’

-« t «
<Ca (/ | Ric(g ncodt> ( / ||v9<f’>Ric<g<t'>>ucgdt')

for some time-independent positive constant C,. Now, by interpolation inequalities from
Lemma [A§ we have for any k > 2:

(2.56)

A . 1-1
IV Ric(g())llep < Crll Rie(g(t))llco*
k-1

since we assume all the covariant derivatives of the curvature tensor to be bounded uniformly
in time.
Therefore, by Holder’s inequality, if £ > 2 is sufficiently large so that 1 — % > %,

) . t . 1—1
[ Ricla(t g at <C [ IRieto@leat o

1—1

<(Cy </ | Ric(g HCO dt) </ | Ric(g ”COIC(T 1) dt) )

(2.57)
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Now, by Lemma [2.14] together with ([2Z56]) and ([2.57), one gets:

/ P, (2)*[Ric(g(t')]c (z) dt' < Crq (IIRlc Nllco +/ [ Ric(g(t"))llco dt)
s (2.58)

+ O [ IRielg@) o™ 7 at,
S
which implies the expected estimate (2.50]) and ends the proof. O

We end this section by establishing an a priori C>%-estimate on g(t) — gy, t € [0,T) as long
as g(t) € Bz.a(gp,€)-

Lemma 2.16 (A priori weighted C2 estimate). Let (N",g,), n > 4, be an ALE Ricci
flat metric. Let 7 € (%52,n —2), a € (0,1) and let (9(t))ieo,ry be a solution to the
Ricci flow in a neighborhood B 2.0 (gy,€) with uniformly bounded covariant derivatives, i.e.

SUPye0,7) V9 Rm(g(t))||co < Ck, k > 1, and such that

t
1
/ | Ric(g(t'))l|co dt’ < 5 (2.59)
0 2n’
Then for n € (0,1) and o € (0,min{1,7 —1,n —2 —7}):
lg(t) = g(s)ll gz < <H Ric(g(s))ll o, + / IRic(g(t)) " dt) 0<s<t<T,
(2.60)

for some time-independent positive constant Cy = C(n, gp, €, 7).

Proof. By elliptic regularity, it is sufficient to establish an a priori bound on the C’sz—norm
of Ay, (g(t) —gs) or equivalently Ay (g(t) — gs) since g(t) is e-close to gy in the C2“-topology.
Indeed, observe that if h(t) := g(t) = gp, then schematically,

Agiyh(t) — Aggh(t) =V2h(t) * h(t) + VPh(t)  VPh(t),
which implies
1Ag h(B)lgo.e, < [1Agryh(B) | o + c()l[A(B) | g2 IR (E) 1

In particular, (A21)) from the proof of Lemma leads to the following estimate on the
C?,, estimate:

T

1Ag)(9() = g(s))llco, , < 2l Ric(g(s))llco, , + 2l Ric(g(t))llco

+ sup | Rm(g( HCO/ | Ric(g(t'))]|co df

t'e[s,t]

2
£ 32 [ IVAg0) — g6l T2 Riclo )l
k=0S$
(2.61)

Invoking Lemmata 2.14] and 2.I5] the proof of (2.60) with @ = 0 ends provided 7 > 2.
Indeed, in order to bound the norms ||[V9*)F(g(#') — g(s))||cg, k =0,1,2, uniformly in time,
this requires either n > 6 or n = 5 by restricting 7 accordingly.
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30 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Arguing as in (2.61) leads to the desired expected estimate on [|Ay4(g(t) — gb)ll 0.0 by
T+2

using Lemma (A7) instead. Indeed, we arrive at the following estimate:

ugmw@—g@m¢ﬁsc@Rﬂm$%m4WRmmmmM)

+ C sup ||Rm(g HCOa / || Ric(g(t"))||co.a dt’
s<t/'<t

+O sup [V (g(t) — g(5)) o / | Ric(g(#))| o di’
s<t'<t

+C sup [V (g(¢) = g(s))ll o / IV Ric(g(#))l| o di’
T+1 1

s<t'<t

(H Ric(g(s))lc2, + / I Ric(g(#)) |57 dt’)

+c/ﬁvwhm@wmwﬂw,
’ (2.62)

if « € (0,min{1,n —2 —7}) and n € (0,1). Here we have invoked Lemma in the second
inequality which explains the restriction on a. Now, if @ € (0,min{l,7 — 1}), a similar
reasoning that led to (Z58)) in the proof of Lemma gives an estimate of the last integral
on the righthand side of ([2.62]) as follows if v € (0, 1~ HTO‘) and x € N:

pgb(x)l-i_a/ [V96) Ric(g(s))]ca|(z) ds < C’aﬁ/ ||Ric(g(t/))||(lf||Ric(g(t’))Hé_OV_HTa dt’

1— 1+

<C’(”</ | Ric(g )Hcodt> (/ | Ric(g(t) 1o 7" dt’) .

The case o = 0 is handled similarly. Therefore, if n € (0,1), an application of Lemma 2.14]
leads us to,

/va Ric(g (t'))ucoadt/<cm<|ymc |yco+/ | Ric(g( HCodt>
O [ I Riclalt 1"

<Cu (HRIC |yco+/ | Ric(g(#)|%5 ”dt)

in case a € (0, min{1,n — 2 — 7,7 — 1}) and this ends the proof of the desired estimate.
]

3. STABILITY OF RiccCI-FLAT ALE METRICS

3.1. A stability result.

Let us now use the Lojasiewicz inequality (0.2]) to study the stability of Ricci-flat ALE
metrics.
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Definition 3.1. A Ricci-flat ALE metric (N, gp) is stable if it is a local maximizer of AArg.
A Ricci-flat ALE metric (N™, g) is unstable if it is not stable.

From now on, we make the following assumption.

In a C2%(gy)-neighborhood Bcg,a (gv,€1.) of gy, an L2-Lojasiewicz inequality is satisfied: for
any metric g in B2, (gb,€r), we have

Aare(9))*? < CIVAALE(9)]172 () (3.1)

for some 6 € (0,1).

The purpose of this section is to give a proof of the following stability result: in the stable
case, just like in [Has12l [HM14] or [KP20], the Ricci flow converges to a Ricci-flat metric at
a particular rate.

Theorem 3.2. Let n > 4 and 7 € (%5%,n —2). Let a € (0,min{l,7 —L,n=2—7}). Let
(N™ gp) be a stable Ricci-flat ALE metric such that inequality (3.]) holds on a neighborhood
B2.a(gy,er) with exponent 6 € (0,1).

Then for every e € (0,¢ey,), there exists 0 > 0 such that the Ricci flow starting at any metric
n Bcz,a (gp,9) stays in Bcz,a(gb,e) and converges to a Ricci-flat metric goo in Bcz,a(gb,e) n

the Cz}a/—topology for any 7' € (%52,7) and o/ € (0, ).

Moreover there exists a positive constant C = C(n,gp,£,0) such that

_ 6
lg(t) = goollco < Ct 200t > 1, (3.2)

and
+o0 0
/0 I Ric(g(s))llco + || Ric(g(s))z2 ds < C(n, gb, e,0) (5 + [Aaru(g(0)[2) . (3.3)

Remark 3.3. The convergence in which Theorem takes place is reminiscent of the con-
vergence result obtained in [Lil8 Theorem 5.1]. However, unless the background Ricci flat
metric (N, gp) is flat, the solution (N, g(t)):>0 we provide is Type IIb, i.e.

limsup t| Rm(g(t))]g) = +oo-
t—+o00

Because of this fact, it is unclear if one can get a convergence for all rescaled covariant
derivatives of the metric as in [Lil8, Theorem 5.1].

To end this section, let us discuss the need for Gaussian bounds on the heat kernel given by
Theorem In Proposition 3.6, we start by proving an a priori C° estimate on the distance
of a Ricci flow (g(t))se[o,7) to the origin g, lying in a small neighborhood B 2.a (g, €)-

At this stage, one is tempted to use appropriate interpolation inequalitieTs together with
the a priori L2 bound on Ric(g(t)), t € [0,T), established in Lemma [3.7] to get such a time-
independent a priori C? bound on g(t) — gy, t € [0,T). Let us apply the Gagliardo-Nirenberg
interpolation inequalities [Aub82, Theorem 3.70, Chapter 3] which can be adapted to (N™, g3),
to the tensor 0;g with p =00, j =0, r =00, ¢ =2 and m > 1 to get:
Doy (x)Tfa(m+T+2)
where a € (0,1) is such that (2m +n)a = n and if (g(¢))¢co,7) is assumed to stay in a fixed
neighborhood Bm+2.a (gv,€) of gy for which 9,9 = —2Ric(g(t)) € L% This estimate already

)

Pas () 1069100 (B, .4y 21/2)) < C (10, 96) 1029l 2 - 10egEm

T+2
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shows that it asks for too much regularity of the solution. Moreover, one needs to ensure the
exponent 7 — a(m + 7 +2) to be non-positive which constrains 7 to lie below % - mTH Worse,
the application of Lemma 3.7l requires the exponent n (which equals a here) to be strictly less
than 20%9, this in turn restricts the range of the exponent 6 in the Lojasiewicz inequality from
Theorem which is uncheckable in general.

For all these reasons, we somewhat proceed more directly by using the heat kernel estimates

from Section [2.1] via Duhamel’s formula.

3.2. Proof of Theorem

We first show that given ¢ as in the statement of Theorem B.2] there exists § > 0 such that
the Ricci flow starting at any metric ¢(0) in B2a (g, 0) stays in B2 (g, €) and exists for
all time.

Let g(0) € Bp2.a(gy, 0) with 6 < € to be constrained later and let (N, g(t))rejo,7,,] Pe Shi’s
solution [Shi89al, Theorem 1.1] with

— £(n) e(n) .
B supy | Rm(g(0))|g(0) = C(n,gye) T(n,gp) > 0, (3.4)

Tspi :

which exists since g(0) is e-close to g, in the C2-topology.
We define the maximal time of existence of this solution to the Ricci flow with respect to
the C%-topology as follows:

Tas == sup {T'> 0| g(t) € Beaw(g,e), vt [0,T)}.
We start with the following proposition:

Proposition 3.4. There exists 0(n,gy,e) > 0 such that for 0 < 6 < 6(n,gy,€), one has
Tax > T(n,gp) > 0 and the set

{T>0] ¥ elT). o) €Bezalon)}.
1S open.
Remark 3.5. The proof of Proposition B.4] does not use the stability of (N, g).

Proof of Proposition[3.7). We only prove the fact that Tihax > T'(n, gp), since the proof of the

openness of the set of solutions is very similar and will therefore be omitted. All along this

proof, the constant C'(n, gp) may change from line to line, but only depends on n and g.
According to Propositions [A.5 and [A.6]

[ Rm(g(t))[lco < 2[|Rm(g(0))[co < C(n,gp),
IRic(g(t))llco < e[ Ric(g(0))||co < C(n, gb)3,
for t € [0, Tsy;]- In particular, if ¢ € [0,T(n, gb)],

(3.5)

t
l9(t) = gbllco < 2/0 I Ric(g(s))llco ds +[l9(0) = gollco < C(n,g0)d <,

if ¢ is chosen small enough. Moreover, we choose ¢ small enough so that fg || Ric(g(s))]|co ds <
5. Thanks to this choice, Lemma2I2is applicable and gives us || Ric(g(t))[| 0.« < C(n,gp)d
T+

2

for t € [0,T(n,gy)]. By integrating in time this inequality and by reducing § once more if
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necessary, one gets for ¢ € [0,7(n, gy)] that [|g(t) — gbllco < & (We actually get a stronger
decay in space but we do not use this fact as it will not be preserved for large time).

Finally, we invoke Lemma [A7 to get an a priori bound on the full C>%norm. Indeed, with
0=:s<t<T(n,gp), Lemma [AT leads to:

180 (g(t) - g<o>>||cgf2 < || Ric(9(0)) oo, + || Ric(g(t)) o,
t
/ I Ran(o(¢) o, | Ricla(t) oo dt'+ [ [V Ricla(t)) g la(¥) = (0l e 8

/ | Ric(g(#)llco l9(¢) — (0) g2 ¥
<|| Ric(g(0 ))HCS-?Q + C(n, gy, e)e C(n.gb.¢) .tHRiC(g(O))HCSfQ

t
+C(n,gb,6)/0 99| Rm(g(0 Dlicoe [IRic(g(0))l| o di’
t
+/0 199 Rie(g(t)llollg(t') — 9(0) | 2 dt

t
+Clngn.e) sup L) = 90z /0 )| Ric(g(0)) o, ¥
t' €0 T

<C(n, gy, ¢) <1 + sup |lg(t) —9(0)|lcg7a> I Ric(g(0)ll go.o.

t'€(0,t]

t
+ sup [[g(t') = g(0)|[ 2 / V9% Ric(g(t') )l go. dt’
t'€[0,t] T Jo !

<C(n,gp,e) {1+ sup Hg(t’)—g(O)Hcg’a>5
t'€[0,t]

t
T sup [lg(t) - 9(0)]|e / (99 Ric(g(t) | o .
t'€[0,t] 0

Here we have used Lemma [212]in the second inequality and ¢ < T'(n, g5) and the inequality
I+ llcoo <[ - [0 together with the fact that || Ric(g(0))[| 00 < C(m,gy)0. Observe that
T+2 T+2

thanks to [(A.I5]), Proposition [A.H],

[ 19 Ricto 1 i < [N gy
0 1 1 v 3.6)
< C|[Ric(g(0)cs,, ®

<C)lg(0) = goll 2

for some positive constant C' = C'(n, gy, ) that may vary from line to line.
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Similarly,
t
/0 pLF I Ric(g(t))]n d’
t
SC/O pyy T w9 RiC(g(t'))||é§fQHVg(t "2 Ric(g(t')) 2o, dt’
| Coy (3.7)
< C||Ric(g(0))lco,, ; t’l%Wdt

< C Ric(9(0))llco
<C|g(0) = goll 2.

for some positive constant C' = C(n, g, €) that may vary from line to line. Here we have used
that 14+« — (7 +2) <0 since 0 < a < 1 and 7 is positive.
Therefore, as an intermediate conclusion, we obtain:

18 (9(8) = g(O))ll o, < C(n, g5, )0 (1 b lg(t') = 9(0)||037a> : (3.8)
T le s

Now, observe that if h(t) := g(t) — ¢g(0), then schematically,

Agyiyh(t) — Ayoyh(t) = VIO2h(t) 5 h(t) + VIO h(t) « VIO n(t),

which implies

18000 lcoe, < 18g0h0) cos + G IR zn A1 (3.9)

Plugging (B8] in the previous estimate ([3.9) leads to:
18 h (")l o, < Cn, g5, €)0 <1 + ) IIh(t')IICga) +C(n, go) 1) | 2o |2 ()| o -
T elo,

According to elliptic Schauder estimate applied to the background initial metric g(0), one

gets (0] gz < Cn g, ) (B0 cos, + (D) ) which leads to:

[h(8)| gze < C(n, gp,€)0 (1 +t81[10pt] Hh(t’)||cg,a> + C(n, )[R (@)l 2o |A(E) |2 (3.10)
relo,

Notice that (3:6) and (B7) imply a Cl“estimate on g(t) — g(0) by integrating over
[0, T'(n, gv)]: SUPpefo,r(n,gp)) 1P ) o0 < C(n, gb, €)0.

We are then in a position to conclude since this previous fact combined with (B.10) imply
if 6 < 0(nygp,e):

Hh(t)HCg,a < C(n, gy, €)0 (1 + s%p} |]h(t’)HC$a> , te€[0,T(n,gp)- (3.11)
€0t

Considering the function in time supy¢jo [|A(t)[|2.«, one gets, by choosing & < d(n, gy, €)
sufficiently small that ||A(t)]| 2.« < C(n,gs,€)d for all t € [0,T(n, gy)] which by the triangular
inequality leads to the expected result, i.e. g(t) — gy € B2.0(gp,€) for allt € [0,T(n,g)]. O

The next result consists in showing a priori estimates on the C*%*mnorm of our solution
which are time-independent. This is where the Lojasiewciz inequality comes into play.
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Proposition 3.6. The set
{T>0] vte[0,T), g(t) € Beaalome)},

is closed. More precisely, there exist time-independent positive constants C = C(n, gp,€,0)
and C = C(n, gy, e,0,7m), n € (0, %), such that for t € [0,T):

/HRm Ncodt! < Cln, gy e,0) (6+|>\ALE(9(O))|%), (3.12)

lo®) = gOllce < Clmgue.0) (5 + Aarr(9(0)[?) (3.13)
lg(®) = 9Oz < Clmgne,0,m) (8777 + PaLr(g(0)| 21H771) . (3.14)

IN

Before we prove Proposition B.6] we establish one more crucial lemma which gives an a
priori L? control on the distance of a Ricci flow from the origin given by a stable Ricci flat
ALE metric:

Lemma 3.7 (A priori L? estimate for the Ricci flow). Let (N™, gy) be a stable ALE Ricci
flat metric such that inequality B.J) holds on a neighborhood B 2.« (gy,cr) with exponent

0 € (0,1). Let (g(t))icpo,1) be a solution to the Ricci flow in B z.a(gp,€), € < er. Then, one
has the following decay in time:

t
~1 . / 9(t) 2 2 >
¢ [ I Riclo(t)) + v o ) < Paseto(e)

(3.15)
A 0 0
(14 ClAaLe(g(0)[' =0 s) 1-0
for some positive constant C = C(n, gy, €, 0) independent of time.
In particular, one has the following uniform energy bound if 0 < s <t <T:
/ CIA 0
[ IRsclae DI+ 122 0 PanlgODL___— (5.)
(1 + CAaLe(g(0)['=7 - 5) "
Finally, if n € [0, %), one has
n g(t'),2 1-n 3,1 Q(H_n)_n
HRIC MI="+ V92 fyunll2" de < Claare(g(s))|? , 0<s<t<T,
(3.17)

for some positive constant C = C(n, gy, &,0,1n).

Remark 3.8. The righthand side of (8.I6]) also tends to 0 as s — oo for some negative
values of §. Recall that up to a second order error, we have AarLe(g) ~ |lg — 9ol if
n/2-—1

g —gp L kerp2 Ly, . A natural question would be: can the Ricci flows considered in the proof
of Theorem still converge in H}L 21 if a sufficiently good L?-Lojasiewicz inequality does
not hold?
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Proof. Observe first that by definition of the Ricci flow together with the first variation of
AaLe computed in [([I9]), Proposition [.9], one has for ¢ > s > 0,

dt’ = MLE(9(t)) — AaLe(g(s)

)
< —2Aawe(9(s)) < [Aare(g(0))]-
Here, we have used the fact that 0 = Aargr(gs) > AaLr(g) for all g € Ba.a (gp,€) since gy

Ri w2,
/ || IC + f t H (e fg(t)dﬂg(t)) (318)

is a local maximizer of Azpg by assumption. This proves the first part of (3.15]) since the
measures e~/ 90 dpgpy and dpg(y) are uniformly equivalent in time and space.

By using the Lojasiewicz inequality for ALE metrics given by inequality ([B.I]) with exponent
0, one gets:

4 (Anie(o) < ~C(-Miple®)™, te0.1), (319)

for some positive constant C' independent of time.
Integrating this differential inequality leads to:

(_)\ALE(g(t))) < |)‘ALE(9(O))| . 0<t<T, (3.20)

(1+ CPAarr(g(0)[ =7 - )17
for some positive constant C' independent of time. This gives us the full estimate (B3.15).
The a priori L?-estimate (3.16]) follows by invoking the previous bound (B.I5) together with
Proposition 2.8

Now, on the one hand, consider the function ¢t — (—Aarr(g(t)))” for some positive constant
v to be constrained later. Observe as in [HM14] that if n € [0,6/(2 — 6)) for some 6 € [0, 1):

i(AMmmmwz—wam<@» —aMmmm
:—m<AME@w»WWRm<a»+vg o
:—M<memVWmua»+w”%,W”“1m (3.21)
< ~O%(~Xare(g() D=2 Ric(g(t) + VIO £, 12"
= ~C|| Ric(g(t)) + VD2 £y [ 12",

if

0
v= 5(1—{—77)—77>0.

Here we have used the Lojasiewicz inequality for ALE metrics given by inequality (8I]) with
exponent @ in the fourth line.
Integrating (B.2I]) in time, one gets the expected result, i.e.

1
[ IRiclate) + V2 57 < sl > sz0 (2)

This holds true whenever this function is differentiable, i.e. as long as AarLr(g(t)) is not
zero. Otherwise, one can adapt this reasoning by considering ¢ — (—AarLr(g(t)) + &)7
with & small and then we let € go to 0. This concludes the proof of (BI7) by invoking
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Proposition 2.8 once more. Indeed, the control of || Ric(g(t ))HLQ77 + [|v9®) 2fg(t’)HL2 by

/ 1-
(H Ric(g(t")|| 2 + ||V )’Qfg(t/)HLz) " comes from the concavity of z — 2177 on R,..
U

We are now in a good position to prove Proposition

Proof of Proposition[38. We proceed by establishing successive claims which lead to the ex-

pected result. It is sufficient to prove the corresponding estimates for large time, i.e. if
t > T(”Qvgb) .

Claim 3.9. For ¢ € [0,7), (312) and the a priori C? estimate (3.I3]) hold true.

Proof of Claim[39. Let us check that the assumptions of Lemma [2.14] are satisfied. It is suf-
ficient to check condition [2.39) since we assume g(t) € B2 (gs;€). Since g(t) € Bgz.a(gy, €)

for all t € [0,T) then if r? := Tn.0) ’gb) , it is straightforward to check that ft 2l Rg HC“ ds < %
by considering € small enough. Indeed this may be obtained from a “toy version’ of Section |2I,
namely: one can use the evolution (0 —Ag(t)) Rg(t) = 2| Ric(g(?)) |2(t together with Duhamel’s
formula and the heat kernel estimates of Section 2l This fact lets us to use Proposition 29I
to get for 0 < 72 := L(n.g,) ’gb) <t

I Ric(g(t))llco <C(n, gy, ) exp (C(n) /t IIRm(g(s))llgo d8> I Ric(g(t — r?)l| 2

< C(n, gy,2) exp (C(n, gy, )r?) || Rie(gt — 12 12 (3.23)
< C(n, gv, )l Ric(g(t — r?)lfzz.
Now, (8:23)) and [(B.I7), Lemma 37 with s :==0 < M <t < T and n =0 imply:
T(n,g9p)
/ I Ric(g(t'))llco dt’ < / " IRic(g(t)llco dt’ + Cn, gy.e, 0)| Aarr(9(0))| 7
y (3.24)

. ]
< C(n, o)l Ric(9(0))[[co + C(n, 95, ¢, 0)[AaLe(9(0))]>
[

<C(m, gv,2,0) (5 + Pare(9(0))]?)

where we have used Proposition in the second inequality. In particular, if 6 (and therefore

|IAaLE(g(0))]) is chosen small enough, then ([2:39]) is satisfied.

Applying [([24T), Lemma 2T4] to s := 0 <t < T gives:
l9(t) = 9(0)llce <C(n, ) <H Ric(g(0)llco,, / I Ric(g(s"))lco ds )
Sc(nagb’g’e) (5 + |)‘ALE( ( ))| ) )
where we have used ([.24)) in the second line. This concludes the proof of Claim 3.9

Claim 3.10. For t € [0,T) and n € (0, %), we have the control (BI4]), that is:

_ 0 _
lg(t) = 9(0) gz < C(n, gy, 0,m) (877 + [Aarm(g(0))[FHD7) (3.25)
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Proof of Claim [310 Tt is sufficient to prove this claim if ¢ > M. Indeed, if ¢ € [0, M],
the proof of Proposition B.4] shows that if 6 < d(n, g, ¢) is sufficiently small then |g(t) —
9(0)|| 2.« < C(n,gp,€)d for all t € [0,T(n, gy)]. This proves ([3.25)) for this time interval.

In order to use Lemma 2161 we first check that for each k& > 1, there exists some time-
independent positive constant Cj, = C(n, k, gy, €) such that | VI®* Rm(g(t))||co < Cy for t >

%. Since g(t) € Bpz.a(gp,€) for all t € [0,T) by assumption, sup;cjo r) | Rm(g(t))]lco <

C(n,gy,€). In particular, Proposition implies that ||[VI®* Rm(g(t))]|co < Cy for t =

M. Therefore, Lemma [A.4] applies and guarantees that such uniform-in-time bounds on

the covariant derivatives of the curvature tensor hold true for ¢t > M.

Lemma is therefore applicable: if n € (0, 1),

lg(t) — g(0)l| 2.0 < Hg(t) iy (T(nQ, gb))‘

<Clg(0) = gl cze

e <HRiC (g <M)) ‘ e /@ I Ric(g(t' )15 dt’) .
\ (3.26)

2
ce

The control Hg (M) - g(O)‘ 2 < CO|g(0) — gy 2. 18 obtained thanks to the short time

curvature controls of Lemma [2.12] together with the control of Lemma[2.16] where one controls
IRic(g(0)licoe, < Cllg(0) = gyllp2e
Now, a similar argument based on [([BI7), Lemma B.7] as in the proof of Claim 3.9 leads

to:
[
lg(t) = 9Oz <G8+ Cy (8177 + Aari(g(0))| 20+ 77) |
under the restriction that n € (O, %). This ends the proof of Claim BI0l O
Claim BI0] ends the proof of this proposition by choosing § (and therefore Aarg(g(0))) so
small so that the righthand side of (3.25)) is less than 5, say. O

Notice that Propositions 3.4l and prove that Tp.« = +00, i.e. the solution to the Ricci
flow considered at the beginning of this Section is immortal.
The last step to prove Theorem is summarized in the following proposition.

Proposition 3.11. Let (N", gy) be a stable Ricci-flat ALE metric such that inequality (B31I)
holds on a neighborhood B 2.a (gs,€x.) with exponent 6 € (0,1). Let (g(t))ie(o,4+00) be a solution
to the Ricci flow in BCZ,Q (gp,€), € < er. Then there exists an ALE Ricci flat metric goo €
B 2.0(gp;€) such that:

0
g(t) = goollco < Ct 20, ¢ >1, (3.27)
for some positive constant C = C(n, gy, €, 0).

Remark 3.12. The decay in time for the C’z}a/—norms, 7 €[0,7), & €[0,), can be obtained
by interpolation between the C° and C?% norms together with (27). The proof of such
interpolation inequalities for Holder norms can be found for instance in [Kry96, Chapter 3,
Theorem 3.2.1].
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Proof of Proposition[3.11l. Let us show first that there exists a unique limit metric g, €
Bcz,a(gb,e) in the C’f;a,—topology for any 7/ € [0,7) and &/ € [0, ).

First of all, since we assume (g(t))i>0 to lie in Bpz.a (gv,€), compactness of the embed-
ding C2< C’E,’a/, for o/ € [0,a), 7" € [0,7) ensured by Lemma [[.3] there is a sequence
(9(ti))i converging to a 2-tensor g in Bpz.a(gy,€) in the Cf_,’al-topology for any 7' € [0, 7)
and o/ € [0, ). The limit 2-tensor is a Riemannian metric since it is e-close to gp.

Now, if + > t; > 1, (3.23)) in the proof of Claim B9 with r? = 1/2 < t;/2, together with
[(BI7), Lemma [B7] applied to = 0 gives the expected decay in time for the C° norm:

lg(®) — g(t:)llco < 2/ | Ric(g(s)) o ds < Ct. T (3.28)

1
where we used the control [Aarr(g(t))| < Ct 17-9 for t > 1/2 from B20).
Inequality (B:28]) shows that the limit metric g is unique, i.e. it does not depend on the
sequence (t;);. This also proves (3.27)).

In order to estimate the decay in time for the C%-norm of the Ricci tensor, we make use of
Proposition 210 with s := 5, ¢t := ¢ and p > 75 to get:

| Ric(g(t)) o <Ct 5 Rm(g(f)) +C sup uRm<<>nmgﬁwuﬁdMﬂ»mwdﬂ

2/ ) e €[0,7) L

< Ct % ||Ric (g (%)) —i—C/ | Ric(g(#"))||co dt’

< Ct~ % ||Ric (g (%)) 4 Ct_m,
Lp

(3.29)

where C' = C(n, gy, €,0,p) is a time-independent positive constant that may vary from line
to line. Now, if p := 2 > 75 by the choice of 7 in the previous estimate, Proposition A6

together with [([B17), Lemma B.7] applied to n = 0 and (3.:20) lead to:

e (),

<C/ | Ric(g(t"))|| g2 dt’
(3.30)

< Ct 2(179) ,

if ¢ is large enough for some positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €, 6).
Therefore, ([3.:29) and (3.30) imply the following decay for the C° norm of the Ricci tensor

for t; large enough:
6
| Rie(g(t))l|co < CF T, (3.31)

Moreover, ([3.31]) shows that Ric(geo) = 0, i.e. goo is a Ricci flat metric in B2.0(gp,€). In
particular, by [BKN89], g~ is an ALE Ricci flat metric.
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Now, the estimate (3.28]) ensures that Lemma [2.14] is applicable and for ¢t > ¢; > 1,
lg(t) = g(ts)llco <C(n, g, €) (H Ric(g(ti)llco,, / I Ric(g(t"))llco dt)

<C(n,g5.¢) (IRic(g(t:))llco,, + [Marn(g(t >>|%),

where C' = C(n, g, ¢,0) is a time-independent positive constant. Here we have used [([B.13)),
Lemma B.7] in the fourth line.

(3.32)

0

3.3. Evolution of the Bianchi form, the scalar curvature and the mass.

In this section, we investigate the evolution of the Bianchi one-form together with that of
the scalar curvature along a Ricci flow (N, g(t)):>0 satisfying the assumptions of Theorem
Let us denote goo the limit ALE Ricci-flat metric of the solution g(t) as ¢ tends to +oc.

Recall that the Bianchi one-form B(t) of g(t) and g is defined by

1 .
B(t); = 59(75)]“ (VI=g(t)a + VI=g(t)ik — VI*g(t)k), i=1,...n. (3.33)

Notice that the Bianchi one-form B(t) coincides with the quantity denoted by Bian(g(t), V9>, g(t))
as introduced in [Kotl17, Section 2].

Remark 3.13. Notice that the difference between the Bianchi one-form of g(¢) and g in-
troduced by Kotschwar following Hamilton and deTurck, and the Bianchi operator defined in
(A22) is neglectible in the sense that if h(t) := g(t) — goo,

B(): = By (h(0): = Blo(), Vo, g(t))i = Byt ((t) — gy
= %g(t)’“ (Vi=g@)a + Vi=gt)a — VI~ g()n)

— divg (h(t)); + %ng trg. h(t);
= SAOM (VL= hlt)a + VER(O) = V= b))

— divy._ (A(t)); + %vgw trg. h(t);

1
=5 (90" = g) (V= h(D)a + V=Rt = VI=h(t))
Therefore, B(t) =By (h(t)) = g(t) " «h(t)* gz *V9h(t) is quadratic in h and its derivatives.

Next, we recall the evolution equation satisfied by the Bianchi gauge along the Ricci flow
with a Ricci flat background metric g, given in [Kotl17, Lemma 5]|:

Lemma 3.14 (Kotschwar). Let (N", goo) be a Ricci flat metric and let (g(t))icjo,1) be a Ricci
flow on N. Then, the evolution equation satisfied by B is schematically:

0B = g(t) * B(t) * Ric(g(t)) + g(t) ™" * g(8) 7! V9= (g(t) — goo) * Ric(g(1)),  (3.34)
where, if S and T are two tensors on N, S T means some weighted sum of contractions

of the tensor product of S and T with respect to the background metric g, with coefficients
bounded by universal constants.
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Stability of Ricci-flat ALE metrics along the Ricci flow 41

Our main result is the following proposition on the decay of the Bianchi one-form in space-
time coordinates:

Proposition 3.15. Let n > 4 and 7 € (%52,n —2). Let a € (0,min{l,7 —1,n —2—7}).
Let (N",gp) be a stable Ricci-flat ALE metric. Let (g(t))icjo,4+00) e a solution to the Ricci
flow in Bcz,a (gp,€), for some € > 0 which satisfies the conclusion of Theorem and let
Joo € BCE,Q (gp, €) be its limit Ricci-flat metric goo. Then for any positive n small enough and
any k >0, we have

IVI=*B(#)]lco < Cppt T, > 1, (3.35)

for some positive constant C = C(n, gy, €, 6,1, k).

Remark 3.16. In [Proposition 6.9, [KP20]], the decay of the Bianchi one-form obtained in
Proposition is improved if the perturbation lies in LP N L for p < n small enough.

Proof. From now on, the symbol < (respectively ) means ” less than or equal” (respectively
"7 larger than or equal”) up to a positive multiplicative constant that depends on n, g, k, «
and ¢ only. All the norms are understood with respect the metric go.. For the sake of clarity,
we omit the dependence of the Levi-Civita connection on g~. By (B34]), the norm of the
Bianchi gauge B(t) satisfies in the weak sense:

0|B| Z —=[Ric(g(t))[[B(#)] — [VA(t)|| Ric(g(®))], &> 0.

By Gronwall’s inequality, one gets pointwise in space:
t
|B()] ZIB(S)IGXP{—/ IRiC(g(t'))ldt'}
S

- / exp {— ; | Ric(g(s"))] ds'} |Vh(t")|| Ric(g(t))| dt', t > s > 0.

This implies, once we let ¢t tend to +o0:

400 t/
B(s)| < / exp{ / |Ric<g<s'>>|ds'}|Vh<t'>||Ric<g<t'>>|dt'
+00 +o00
gexp{ / |Ric(g(s’))|ds'} / IVh(t)]| Ric(g(t'))| dt’ (3.36)

+o00
S / IVh(t)|| Ric(g(t))| dt'.

where C = C(n, gy, £,0) is a time-independent positive constant. Here, we have used Propo-
sition in the last inequality.

Now, according to the conclusion of Theorem B.2] |g(t) — gool/co < Ct™ 0D if ¢ > 1.
Since for any k > 0 and t > 1, |[V9(0)F Rm(g(t))l4) < Ck, for some time-independent positive
constant Cj by Lemma [A.4], standard interpolation inequalities show that the same decay in
time holds true for higher covariant derivatives of g(t) — goo at the expense of an arbitrary
small error: for any positive 1 small enough and any k > 0, one gets ||[V*(g(t) — goo)|lco <
ot Tw
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42 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Therefore, (8:36]) leads to the expected estimate (3.33]) for s > 2:

0 +oo
[B(s)llco 552(19)+n/ | Ric(g(t'))llco dt’

__6
< Cps T T Ny 1p(gls — 1))]%

[}
5 CTIS_ (1=6) +7]a

for any n > 0 small enough. Here we have used Proposition 2 with 0 < 72 := 1 < t together
with [(B17), Lemma B.7]. The corresponding decay in time on the covariant derivatives of

B(t) are obtained by interpolation.
U

We continue by estimating the decay in time of the C°-norm of the scalar curvature. In case
the scalar curvature at time ¢ = 0 is integrable, we also show this property is preserved: this
echoes the result of [DMQ7, Theorem 1, part B]. Our proof is based on heat kernel estimates
established in Section 211

Proposition 3.17. Letn > 4 and 7 € (%52,n—2). Leta € (0,min{1,7 —1,n — 2 — 7}). Let
(N™, gp) be a stable Ricci-flat ALE metric such that inequality [B1]) holds on a neighborhood
B2 (ge, ex) with exponent 6 € (0,1). Let (9(t))ic(0,+00) be a solution to the Ricci flow in
Bcgya(gb,E), € < ey,, which satisfies the conclusion of Theorem [3.3 and let goo € Bcgya(gb,E)

be its limit Ricci-flat metric.
Then,

0 n
[Rg@) llco <C (t_—2<19>z - t‘ﬁ> . t>1, (3.37)

for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €,0). Moreover, if Rg(0) € L' then
Ry(t) € L for every t >0 and,

[ Rooy 12 < € (I1Rgqo) 10 + Pars(g(0))]), ¢ >0, (3.38)

some time-independent positive constant C = C(n, gy, €,0).

Proof. According to the evolution equation satisfied by the scalar curvature given in [(A.T]),
Lemma [A.3] together with Duhamel’s formula:

Rg(t) (x) = /NK(x’ ta Y, S) Rg(s) (y) dnug(s) (y)
(3.39)

t
[ Kt ) Riclo(s) i 0) ity ()ds. ¢>0. 2 € N
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In particular, if 2 < s : 2 < t, Theorem 2.5] ensures that,

t 2
I Ryt llow < sup HK(Hi) IRy e+ / | Rie(g(t)][20 d

zeN

< SRy o+ [ I Riclo(e) 2o at

i) (3.40)
C

< SRy umc/ | Rie(g(#))|3 dt

ta 2

C

<

< IR (gl + O,

The second line is justified by Proposition 229 applied to 0 < 72 := 1 < ¢ which implies that
£ —1> % since t > 4. The last line is obtained thanks to [([I6]), Lemma B7].
Now, Proposition [A.6] together with [[B.I7), Lemma [B.7] applied to n = 0 lead to:

uRg@)HL2574h“C(9(%)>

<C [ [IRic(g(t)l2 dt’ (3.41)
Lt

5—

L2

N[+

0
< Ot 20-9) ,

if t > 2 is large enough, for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €,0). Esti-

mates ([B.40) and (3:4])) end the proof of [B.3T).

In order to prove (B.38]), we observe that by considering (8.39]), one obtains:

| Ry 121 < /N | Ry(oy (@)l gy ()
< Sgp ||K("taya O)HL1 || Rg(O) HL1
Yy

+ / sup |K (9, ) |us / I Ric(g(5))20) () ditg(e) (v)ds
0 yeN

Sef(f [ Rg(s) llco ds (H Ry(0) |l —|—/ | Ric(g(s))]|22 ds)
0

—+oo
< Celo IR oo d= (| Ry [ + [Aarm(g(0))] ds)
<C (IRg() llr + MaLe(g(0))] ds) .

for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, g, €, 0).

Here, we have used [(Z3]), Proposition 2] in the third inequality together with [(B.16]),
Lemma [B.7] in the penultimate line. Finally, [[8.3]), Theorem B.2] is invoked in the last line
since || Rg(s) [lco < nf|Ric(g(s))||co. We could have alternatively used ([3.37) to justify this

step.
]

43



44 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

The next proposition establishes a link between the integral of the scalar curvature and
the ADM-mass along a suitable solution to the Ricci flow whenever the scalar curvature is
assumed to decay fast enough initially.

Proposition 3.18. Let n > 4 and 7 € (%52,n —2). Let a € (0,min{l,7 —1,n —2—7}).
Let (N, gp) be a stable Ricci-flat ALE manifold. Let (g(t))ic[0,4+00) be a solution to the Ricci
flow in B p.a(gy,€) for some ¢ > 0 satisfying the conclusion of Theorem and let goo €
Bcg,a(gb,e) be its limit Ricci-flat metric.

If Rg(0) = O(py,?) for some q > n then

b

mADM(g(O)) = lim NRg(t) dﬂg(t)a (3.42)

t——+o00
where mapm(g(0)) is the mass of the initial metric g(0) defined in (1.2).

Remark 3.19. Formula (3.42)) is inspired by the work [Lil8] where the same identity is proved
in the context of asymptotically flat immortal Ricci flows with non-negative scalar curvature
on R".

Proof. Let us prove formula ([3.42)). Recall by linearizing the scalar curvature around the limit
metric go, based on [[A3]), Lemma [A]] that:

‘ Ry — divge (divg(t) (9(t) = goo) — VI try (g(t) — goo)) |

< O, 900) (190) = gool | V7= 2(9(8) = go0)| + [V (g(8) = 9a0)I*)

In particular, by the definition of the ADM mass introduced in (L.2]), one gets by integration
by parts that:

‘mADM(g(t)) - /NRg(t) Ay

SC/N(!g(t)—goo\\Vgoo,z(g(t)—goo)}ﬂvgoo(g(t)_goo),z) iy (3.43)

< Cllg(t) — geoliZ2,,

for 7/ € (0,7) such that 27" + 2 > n which justifies the second inequality ensuring the
integrability of pg_bQTI_Q.

As a first conclusion, Theorem implies that the righthand side of (3.43]) converges to 0
as t tends to +oo.

If Ry(0y = O(p,,?) for some g > n then the mass mapnm(g(-)) is constant in time, according

to [DMO7, Theorem 1]. Therefore, one gets the expected result:

0 :t_lggl (mADM(Q(t)) - /N Ryg(t) d#gm)

o0

=mapm(g(0)) — tiifrnoo v Ro(t) dugee)-
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In [DMO7), Theorem 2], it is shown that if (g(¢)):>0 is a solution to the Ricci flow which is
ALE for each time and such that the scalar curvature is integrable, then in case this solution
converges to a limit ALE metric go, in the C1®-topology, 7 > "T_Q, one has

Jim mapm(g()) = mapm(geo),

provided that,
lim_ || Ry~ Roo 11 = 0. (3.44)

t—-+o0

In the setting of Proposition B8, the convergence (3.44)) is unlikely to hold true and it
explains the restriction on 7 to lie below n — 2.

Indeed, on the contrary, one would get mapm(g(0)) = mapm(goo) = 0 since g is an ALE
Ricci flat metric. On the other hand, there are small perturbations in the C2®topology of
any given ALE Ricci flat metric with non-zero ADM mass: see for instance the discussion at
the beginning of [DO20, Section 3]. This leads to a contradiction for stable Ricci-flat ALE
spaces (such as all known examples).

3.4. A discussion on previous stability results.

In this section, we compare our stability result given by Theorem together with its
proof and previous results on the same topic.

In [SSS11, Theorem 1.4] and [Appl8, Theorem 1.2], stability of Euclidean space (R, g.)
along the DeTurck Ricci flow is investigated for small perturbations in L* of the Euclidean
metric ge lying in LP, p > 1. In [SSS11], their argument is based on the Lyapunov function
t € Ry = [pul3(t) — gel® dg, where (§(t))e=0 denotes a solution to DeTurck Ricci flow
whereas [Appl8| uses estimates based on Duhamel’s formula. Both methods lead to the
same solution (g(t))s>o which is of Type III: in [Appl8| Theorem 1.2], the curvature and its

covariant derivatives satisfy |VI()F Rm(g(t))lz¢4) = O(t 2» 17%) for all £ > 0 uniformly in
space.

Moreover, these two articles obtain a corresponding solution (g(t))¢~o to the Ricci flow by
pulling back the solution to the DeTurck Ricci flow by a one-parameter family of diffeomor-
phisms (¥4)¢~0, i.e. g(t) :=;g(t). This family of diffeomorphisms is generated by minus the
evolving Bianchi one-form Bian(g(t), V9, g(t)) introduced in (3.33):

Ophy i= — Bian(g(t), V9, g(t)) o s,  Yilt=o0 = Idgrn .

The article [SSSTI, Theorem 9.2] shows in detail that there exists a limit diffeomorphism
which is the pointwise limit of ¢, as ¢ tends to +o0o and such that g(t) converges to ¥} ge in
CE..

In contrast, Theorem gives a Type IIb solution (g(t));~o to the Ricci flow and our
functional Aarp plays the role of a Lyapunov functional. The use of the DeTurck Ricci flow
is delicate here in the sense that the limit metric of the flow is not known a priori.

However, the work [DK20] proves that one can choose a time-dependent gauge to show
that a suitable DeTurck Ricci flow converges to a nearby ALE Ricci flat metric in the setting
of integrable and linearly stable ALE Ricci flat metrics. In [DK20], the convergence is shown
to hold in the L? N L* topology. No convergence rate in time was obtained. This rate has
been established in the work [KP20] in case the background Ricci flat metric carries a parallel
spinor.
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46 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Coming back to the setting and notations of Theorem B.2] the possibility of making sense
of the DeTurck Ricci flow with respect to the background limit metric g is not taken for
granted in general as the decay in time [([3.35]), Proposition B.I5] suggests. Indeed, in order
to justify the existence of a diffeomorphism ), of N as the limit of the one-parameter fam-
ily of diffeomorphisms generated by Bian(g(t), V9=, g(t)), [(335), Proposition B.15] asks the
Lojasiewicz exponent € to be close to 1 enough. More precisely, if 8 > % then it is not too
difficult to show the existence of Y, and as a result, the corresponding DeTurck Ricci flow
converges to Yk goo in C’l]f)c, k > 0. Whether this convergence holds true in weighted Hoélder
norms is not straightforward and in light of the proof of Proposition B.15] it would require an
even more stringent condition on the exponent 6.

Finally, let us notice that in case the background ALE Ricci flat metric g is integrable and
linearly stable (which includes the Euclidean metric on R™) then [DO20, Proposition 7.15]

shows that 6§ = % In particular, the criterion 6 > % is equivalent to 7 > "TH As 7 is
constrained to lie in (§ — 1,n — 2), the condition 7 > "T“ is non empty for n > 6.

4. INSTABILITY OF RICCI-FLAT ALE METRICS

Similarly to [Has12], we prove that there exists an ancient solution to the Ricci flow starting
at any unstable ALE Ricci-flat metric (N7, g) that satisfies inequality (3.I)) and which flows
away in the C>% topology.

4.1. A priori energy estimates in the unstable case.

Let us start by proving that a Ricci flow starting in a given C2“-neighborhood of an
unstable ALE Ricci flat metric, where a suitable Lojasiewicz inequality is satisfied, escapes a
possibly larger neighborhood in finite time.

Lemma 4.1. Let (N, gp) be an unstable ALE Ricci flat metric such that inequality [B.1]) holds
on a neighborhood B 2.0 (gp,cr,) with exponent 6 € (0,1). Let go be a metric in By2.a(gp, ),

e < ey, and let (g(t))icpo,r) be Shi’s solution to the Ricci flow starting at go. If AaLg(go) > 0
then there exists a finite positive time T (go) defined by

T(go) = min {t > 0[Vs €[0,1), llg(s) — gllg2e < eand [g(t) — goll 2 = 5}.

Moreover, there exists a positive constant C = C(n, gy, e,0) such that T(go) < nd,

1
YA
A s
AALE(g(t)) > 17[;LE(9( ) -
(1= CAxpp(g(s))(t — )17
Finally, there exists 0(n, gy,€) > 0 such that if 6 € (0,0(n, gy, €)), and go € B2.0(gp,6) then
T(g0) > T (n, gp) > 0.

0<s<t<T(g). (4.1)

Proof. The fact that T'(go) exists and is positive comes from Proposition .4 together with Re-
mark 3.5l The existence of §(n, gy,€) > 0 such that if § € (0,0(n, gy, €)), and go € B2.0(gp,0)

then T'(go) > T'(n,gp) > 0 is also due to that same Proposition B.4
Let us now prove that T'(go) is finite. As long as g(t) stays in B2.a(gs,€), we can integrate

the Lojasiewicz inequality for ALE metrics given by inequality (B.1]) with exponent 6 to get
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d

a)‘ALE(g(t)) > C)‘ALE(g(t))Qiev le (OvT(QO))7 (4'2)

for some positive constant C' independent of time.
Integrating this differential inequality leads to:

ALe(g(t) > AaLe(90) —, 0<t<T(g), (4.3)

(1 —CAarLe(go)t=? -t)T=0

for some positive constant C' independent of time. This gives us the full estimate (4.1]).
The righthand side of (£3)) blows up as t tends to W, and since Aapg(g(t)) depends
ALE\J0

continuously on [|g(t) — gs[| ;2.0 as recalled in Section [LZ3, we have T(gg) < ———5—-
T C)‘ALE(.‘]O) 0

The following lemma is the analogous statement to Lemma B.7] for unstable ALE Ricci flat
metrics.

Lemma 4.2 (A priori L? estimate for the Ricci flow : positive Aarg). Let (N™, gy) be an
unstable ALE Ricci flat metric such that inequality (30)) holds on a neighborhood B 2. (gp,cr.)

with exponent § € (0,1). Let go be a metric in B2.a(gy,€), € < e, such that Aarr(g0) > 0
and let T'(go) > 0 be defined as in Lemma[{.1. Then one has the following estimate:

T'(g0)
/0 | Ric(g() 724 V9D2 o702 dt < CAaLe(9(T(90))), (4.4)

for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gp,€,0).
Finally, if n € [O, %), one has

T(g0) . 1-n (t),2 1-n Q(1+ )—
/ | Ric(g(O)ll 2" + IV9" fowll 2" dt < CAare(9(T(g90)))2" 771, (4.5)
0

for some positive constant C = C(n, gy, &,0,1n).

Proof. Observe first that by definition of the Ricci flow together with the first variation of
AaLe computed in [(L9]), Proposition [L.9],

T'(g0) ] .2 )
2/0 | Ric(g(t)) + V9 fg(t)||L2( ) dt = AaLe(9(T'(g0))) — AaLe(90)

e oW dpg (4.6)

< AaLe(9(T(90)))-

This proves (4] once we invoke Proposition 2.8 and the fact that the measures e~ 9O dpg )
and dy ;) are uniformly equivalent in time and space.
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48 Alix Deruelle and Tristan Ozuch

Now, on the one hand, consider the function t — As1r(g(t))” for some positive constant -y
to be constrained later. Observe as in [HM14] that if n € [0,6/(2 — 6)) for some 6 € [0, 1):

i)\ALE( ) =~y aLe(g(t))"™ —)\ALE(Q(t))

dt
VwRu<m+vWan@
= 29Aare(9(t) | Ric(g(t)) + VIO2 f, || (4.7)
> Cyare(g(t) 02| Rie(g(t) + VD2 £, (155
— Cy|| Ric(g(t)) + VIO2 £, 1157,

= 27 aLe(9(t))
)

if
0
o= 5(1—{—77)—77>0.

Here we have used the Lojasiewicz inequality for ALE metrics given by inequality (3.1) in the
fourth line.
Integrating (£7) in time, one gets the expected result, i.e.

T'(go0)
| IRiclal) + 9902 00137 dt < GoMim(o(T () (4.9

This concludes the proof of (L) by invoking Proposition 2.8 once more.

4.2. A digression on Aarg.

By Perelman’s work [Per(2, Proof of Proposition 1.2], recall that for a closed Riemannian
manifold (M™, g),

IRic(g) +V#2f|17, (4.9)

(e_fgdﬂg) = n ’

where A(g) denotes Perelman’s energy.
In the non-compact situation, a similar inequality holds generally if the metric stays at
bounded C*%-distance for 7 > n — 2.

Proposition 4.3. Let 7 > n — 2 and a € (0,1). Let (N™,gp) be a Ricci flat ALE metric.
Then we have the following inequality for the AaLg-functional: for any metric g € B 2.a(gp, €),
there exist 6 = 6(1) > 2 and C = C(n, ) such that we have

| Ric(g) + vg72fg||12(e—fgdug) = C|>‘ALE(9)|6’ (4.10)
for o =94(r) > 2

Remark 4.4. We underline the fact that Proposition [4.3]is not useful in our setting since the
convergence rate 7 is assumed to be larger than n — 2. However, we decide to keep it here
since it has its own interest.

Proof. Let us consider a Ricci-flat ALE manifold (N, ¢g;), and a Riemannian metric g satis-
fying |lg — goll 2.0 < € for some 7 >n —2 and a € (0,1).
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By assumption and the definition of f, € C%?, see Section [[2.2] we have the following
decay rates, | Ry |+ |Agfy] < C(n)C((1+ py) " 2). Let v € (TLH, 1), so that

/ (14 pg) e odu, < +o0,
N

and define § := $=2. Similar to the proof of inequality (@), | Ric(g)+ V92 fy|2 > L|Rg+A, fy|?
pointwise on N h ch implies after integration on N the existence of a constant ¢ = ¢(~,7,d) >
0 such that,

/N IRic(g) + V921, 2 e Todp,

Q

1 _
2_/ ’RQ"‘Agfg’Qe fgd:“g
nJn

1 i _
:E/N |Rg +Agfg|2(1 +PQ)V(T+2)((1 +pg) YT+2) ¢ fgd:ug)

y(r+2)

c 2 —(F _ s
_—{/WR¢+Aﬂawl+@> (L+ ) D6 d,) )

—(1-}) 6
Y 5 eifgdug}

Y LR el W AR Hllesl
1_ 0
2_[0(71)0]%5 / [Ry + Ay fglg e_fgdﬂg}
_ 0
[ 7(5 1) ’/ +Agfg gd‘ug‘

(C(m)c] G ’5/]V(Rg+|vgfg|§)e

by Jensen inequality in the fourth line and thanks to (LLH]) in the last line. Here, we have used
the fact that % -y (% - 1) =1 in the fifth inequality. U

Notice that inequality (#.I0) with a constant C' independent of ||g — gs[| ;2.0 would imply
that for any Ricci flow starting with a positive Aarg, AaLg blows up in finite time. Indeed,
this fact would follow from integrating the differential inequality %)\ ALE(9(t)) > X p(9(D)
satisfied by AarLr(g(t)) along a given Ricci flow. This is reminiscent of [Per(2, Proof of
Proposition 1.2]. This is not true in general.

Indeed, Feldman, Ilmanen and Knopf [FIK03] have constructed complete expanding gra-
dient Kahler-Ricci solitons on the total space of the tautological line bundles L™F, k > n
over CP"~!. These solutions on L~ are U(n)-invariant and are asymptotic to the cone
C(S*"~1/Zy) endowed with the Euclidean metric $i00 | - |?, where Zj, acts on C" diagonally.
The curvature tensor of these solitons decay exponentially fast to 0 at infinity, in particular
these metrics are ALE and their mass vanish. On the other hand, the scalar curvature of
these metrics is positive everywhere.

If grik denotes one of the Feldman-Ilmanen-Knopf metrics, then )\OALE(gFIK) > 0. Now, for
any t > 0, we have A (grik (t)) = 2 A} g (gr1k) > 0 as we noticed in [DO20, Remark 8.3],
since gpk is an expanding soliton. Again, this is in contrast with the compact situation where
a Ricci-flow starting at a metric with positive A-functional necessarily develops a finite-time
singularity.
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4.3. An instability result.

In this section, the main result is the corresponding statement to Theorem in the
presence of an unstable ALE Ricci flat metric.

Theorem 4.5 (unstable case - ancient Ricci flows coming out of Ricci-flat ALE spaces). Let
n>4andt € (%52%,n—2). Leta € (0,min{1,7 —1,n—2—7}). Let (N, g) be an unstable
Ricci-flat ALE metric such that inequality B) holds on a neighborhood BCE,Q (gp, €1.) with
exponent 6 € (0,1).

Then there exists a non Ricci-flat ancient solution to the Ricci flow (goo(t))ie(—o00,0) With
positive scalar curvature that converges in C*% to g, as t — —oo. More precisely, if n €

(O, L) and € € (0,ey,) then there exists a positive constant C = C(n, gy, €, 6,n) such that

21-0)
fort <0,
C
Hgoo(t) _ngCE’a < T (4.11)
(14 C|t)za-a~"
Finally, the solution goo(t) is ALE of order T uniformly in time in the sense that,
P2 HE 798 R (goo (t)) gty < Cy k>0, <0 (4.12)

Proof. Let us consider g a Ricci-flat ALE metric which is not a maximizer of Aapg. This
means that there exists a sequence (g;); of metrics converging to g, in C2® with Aarg(g;) > 0.
By Lemma [£.1] the Ricci flow (g;(t)); starting at g;(0) = g; leaves Bz (gp,€) in finite time
and we can consider the first time 7; := T'(g;) for which |/g;(T;) — ngCz,a =c.

We start by proving the following positive uniform lower bound Aapg(g:(73)):

Claim 4.6.
0<Ct< 1igljnf AALE(9: (1)) < limsup Aare(g:(T3)) < C, (4.13)

i——4o00

for some positive constant C' = C(n, g, €, ).

Proof of Claim[{-6. The upper bound in (£I3]) is due to the continuity of the functional Aarg
on a C%“-neighborhood of g, for 7 € (% — 1,n — 2) and « € (0,1) together with the fact that
9i(Ti) € Bpza(ge:€).-

The lower bound is more subtle to prove and relies on a priori weighted estimates established
in Section 2.3 that we now explain. The proof is very similar to that of Claim BI0 in the
proof of Proposition

First, let us check that the assumptions of Lemma [2.16 are satisfied. Since T; > T'(n, gp)
by Lemma A1} the covariant derivatives of Rm(g(T'(n,gp)/2)) are uniformly bounded in
space by Proposition [A.Dl  Since g;(t) € Bcg,a(gb,e) for all ¢ € [0,7;] by assumption,
supgefo,r;] || Rm(gi(t))[[co < C(n, gy, ). Therefore, Lemma [A.4] applies and guarantees that
uniform-in-time bounds on the covariant derivatives of the curvature tensor hold true for

t > T(n279b) .
Let us check condition ([2.39). Since g;(t) € B2a(gy,€) for all ¢ € [0,7;] then if r? =
M, it is straightforward to check that ftirg | Rgi(s) lco ds < r? supseo,ny] | Ryi(s) llco <

Mﬂgi(s) — glle2 < C(n,gp)e < 3 by considering e small enough. This fact lets us to use
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Proposition 20 to get for 0 < 12 := M < t:

I Ric(gi(t))llco <C(n, go, &) exp (C(n) /t_ IIRm(gi(s))llco d5> IRic(gi(t —%)]l 2

<C(n, gy, €) exp (C(n,gb, 5)7“2) | Ric(gi(t — 2)]| 12 (4.14)
< C(n, gy, )l Ric(gi(t — )| 2.
Now, (EId) and [([@&35), Lemma ] with s := 0 < L) 796) <t<T and n = 0 imply:
T; M 9
/ | Ric(gi(t')]lco dt’ < / | Ric(gi(t"))|lco dt’ + C(n, gy, €, 0)Aare (9:(T3))?
O , (4.15)

< C(n, )| Ric(gi(0)[|co + C (. gy, &, 0)Aari(9:(T3)?
<C(n,gpe,0) (52‘ + )\ALE(gi(Ti))%) ,

where we have used Proposition in the second inequality and where d; :={|g;(0) — gp|| 2.0

In particular, if ¢ is chosen small enough, (£I5]) ensures that [([2.39]), Lemma [2.16] holds true.
By Lemma and using [(45]), Lemma 2] as in the proof of (£15]), we have for any

n e (0, 2%9),

T;
l9:(T3) = gill 2.2 < C | [ Ric(gi)ll o0, + /0 | Ric(g:(t"))l| o ndt>

(
c<ugz 9ol o + /0 | Ric(gi(t >>\|00"dt> (4.16)

<C(5 + 6 "+ Mg (9 (T )) (14m)= 77)
SC((Si n+)\ALE(gi(Tz))g(1+n) 77)

for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gy, £, 60,n). By the triangular inequality
together with (4.I6) and the very definition of T;,

e = l6:(T:) = @bl g2 < liminf(lgi(T3) = gill 2o + 63)

< liminf C (5 4 )\ALE(gi(T,‘))%(H”)’")

i——4o00

=Climinf Arr(9:(T))?2 5 (14+m)=n

1—400

This ends the proof of Claim O
We continue by proving the following
Claim 4.7. The sequence (7;); is unbounded.

Proof of Claim[].7]. Assume on the contrary that there exists a bounded subsequence, still
denoted by (7;);, which converges to a finite positive number T, and up to considering
another subsequence, we may assume that 7;/2 < 3T, /4 < T;. In particular, this implies
that the Ricci flows (g;(t)); are well-defined on [0, 37, /4] hence on [0,7;/2]. Since ¢;(0) = g;
is assumed to converge to g in the C?“-topology and since g;(t) € B 2.a(gy,€) for any
t € (0,37 /4], Hamilton’s compactness theorem [Ham95, Main Theorem 12] ensures that
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gi(t) converges locally smoothly to a smooth Ricci flow g as i tends to +o00 on N x [0, 3T, /4].
Since the initial metric is the Ricci-flat gy, the limit is g,. We can indeed invoke Hamilton’s
compactness theorem since the C>%-proximity ensures that the injectivity radius and sectional
curvatures are bounded as needed. Moreover, the property that g;(t) € Bc}a(gbae) for all

indices 7 > 0 together with Lemma [[3] ensure that the convergence of ¢;(t), ¢t € [0,3T /4],
to gp holds in the C’E,’a -topology for any 7/ € (0,7) and o € (0, ).

Now, for the same reasons, since (g;(T3)); C Bg2.a(gb,€), Lemma [[.3] implies that there
is a subsequence, still denoted by (g;(7;));, that converges in the Cz}a/—topology, for 7' < 1

and o/ € (0,a) to a metric goo € C>*. By continuity of the functional Aarg on a Cz,’a/—
neighborhood of g, for 7/ € (§ —1,7) and o/ € (0, ), Claim leads in particular to

AALE(goo) > 0. (4.17)

On the other hand, by Proposition applied between times % and T;,

ooy~ ()], <2 [ 1mictatlco

(o)

3
The limit in the last line is justified by Zt < 37, /4 and the convergence of g;(t), t € [0, 3T /4],
to gy in the C topology (and actually Cz}al). In particular, by the triangular inequality and
the previous estimate (@IS, lim; o0 [|9:(T5) — bllco < limisio0 |g:i(T3) — 9i(T3i/2)||co +
llg:(T;/2) — gpllco = 0 which identifies go, with g, by uniqueness of the limit: this leads to a
contradiction with (ZIT).

(4.18)

< CeClli —0, asi— +oo.

CO

0

Consider now the Ricci flow §;(t) := ¢;(t + T;) obtained by translating time. It is defined
on [—T;,0] and satisfies

e for —t; <t <0,

13:(t) = goll 2 < e, (4.19)
e there exists a positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €, ) such that for all indices i > 0,
0 < C7! < AaLe(3:(0) < C, (4.20)
e and
Jim 19:(=T5) = gllgze = 0. (4.21)

After passing to a subsequence if necessary, Hamilton’s compactness theorem [Ham95] ensures
that (g; (t))te[,Ti,o] converges smoothly on compact time intervals to an ancient Ricci flow §oo
defined on (—o0,0]. Moreover, the property (419) together with Lemma [[.3] imply that the
convergence holds in the Cf,’al—topology for any 7’ € (0,7) and o’ € (0,«). The continuity of
the functional Aarr on a Cz}a/—neighborhood of gy for 7' € (§ — 1, 7) together with the lower
bound (£20) imply AaLE(Jeo(0)) > C > 0. This fact alone shows that the solution (g0 (t))t<0
is therefore nontrivial, i.e. non Ricci-flat. -
There remains to prove that §o.(t) converges to g as t tends to —co in the C2“-topology.
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According to the triangular inequality,
19:(t) = goll ez <N13:(t) = Gi(=T)ll 20 + [1G:(=T3) = gl 2
< (1:(=T3) = goll a5 + Aar(@s(0) 57 + 15 (<T3) = gyl 2
<C (I5:(=T0) = gl gt + Aawn(@i(0)2H+077)
(4.22)
ifn € (O, %), for some time-independent positive constant C' = C(n, gy, €,6,7n). Here we

have essentially used Lemma [2.16] together with [(£X]), Lemma [£.2] in the second line.
Now, according to [(£1]), Lemma ] applied between times T;+t and T; with —7; <t <0,

AALE(Gi(t))
(1 — Ol (@) [e) T

< AaLe(9:(0)),

which leads to:

MLE(Gi(t)) < Aare(@(0) T
(1+ CARTR(G:(0)) t) 77
C
S
(1+Clt))r=2
if —T; <t <0, for some time-independent positive constant C = C(n, gy, e,6) which may
vary from line to line. Here, we have used the uniform upper bound in (£20]) in the second

line.

Therefore, if —T; <t <0, estimates (£.22]) together with (£.23]) lead to:

. N C

limsup [|Gi(t) — go[l 2.0 < T

i— 00 (1 + C|t|)2(1_9) n
for any positive 1 sufficient small and where C' = C(n, gy, ¢,0,7)>0. Since (§;(t)):e|-1;,0] con-
verges t0 (goo())t<o smoothly locally on compact time intervals, (£24]) implies the expected
result:

C
Hgoo(t) A gb”cz’a < 6 _ t<0.
(1+ CJt))a-o "
The fact that (goo(t))i<o satisfies (£12)) is a direct application of Shi’s estimates for ancient

solutions to the Ricci flow: see [CLN06, Chapter 6] for instance.

(4.23)

(4.24)

0
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APPENDIX A. FIRST AND SECOND VARIATIONS OF GEOMETRIC QUANTITIES

In this appendix, we collect first and second derivatives of various geometric quantities.
We start by recalling the first variations of the Ricci and scalar curvature:

Lemma A.1. Let (N", g) be a Riemannian manifold. Let h € S*T*N be a smooth symmetric
2-tensor on N. Then,

J4(—2Ric)(h) = Agh + 2Rm(g)(h) — Ric(g) o h — h o Ric(g) — Lp, )
= ALth - ng(h)’

where A, 4 denotes the Lichnerowicz operator as defined in introduced in Definition [L10 and
where By(h) denotes the linearized Bianchi gauge defined by:

(A1)

By(h) = divy h %g (V9 tr, h,-). (A2)
In particular, the first variation of the scalar curvature along a variation h € S*T*N is:
6gR(h) = divgdivg h — Agtrg h — (b, Ric(g)), (A.3)
A proof of this lemma can be found for instance in [CLN0OG, Chapter 2].

We state without proof distortion bounds on distances along the Ricci flow which are a
straightforward consequence of the Ricci flow equation:

Proposition A.2. Let (N",g(t))co,1) be a solution to the Ricci flow. Then, for any 0 <
s<t<T,andz,y € N,

t : ’ ’ t : / !
e— s I Ric(g(t)llco dt gty (2, y) < dy(e) (z,7) < eJs I Ric(g(")ll co dt gy (2,7). (A.4)

We continue by recalling the evolution equation satisfied by the Ricci tensor along the Ricci
flow:

Lemma A.3. Let (N", g(t)):ejo,r) be a smooth Ricci flow. Then, on N x (0,7,

9 Rm(g(t)) = Ags Rm(g(t)) + Rm(g(t)) * Rm(g(t)), (A.5)
O Ric(g(t)) = Ap g Ric(g(t)), (A.6)
O Rgwy = g Ry +2[Ric(g(t)2 - (A.7)

We next give a global version of Shi’s estimates when the initial metric is smooth:

Lemma A.4. Let (N", g(t)):cjo,r) be a complete smooth Ricci flow such that
sup ]Vg(o)’k Rm(g(O))]g(o) < Cy, (A.8)
N

for any k>0, where Cy, is a positive constant. If Cy := supyeqo,ry | Rm(g(t))ly() is finite then
sup [V/OF Rm(g(t)) ]y < Cr,  t€10,7T), (A.9)
N

for some time-independent positive constant Cj, = Cy,(n, C, (Cici<i<k)-

Proof. This is essentially due to the maximum principle applied to the evolution equation
satisfied by the kth-covariant derivatives of the curvature tensor which is derived in [Ham&82),
Theorem 13.2]. Indeed, let us recall the proof if k& = 1, the cases k > 2 can be handled
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similarly. The covariant derivative V9() Rm(g(t)) satisfies schematically once we differentiate

[(AH), Lemma [AJ] :
0ivIO Rin(g(t)) = Dy V' Rm(g(t)) + V9 Rn(g()) * R(g(1)).
Notice that:
O Run(g ()50 < Aggey| Rm(g(0) 5y — 2V Rm(g(1) [
+ ()| Ran(g(6)) g | R (1) 30
9| Vo) Rm(g(t)) 20 <Ay jvot) Rumn(g(t))[5) — 2[V4®2 Rm(g(t)) o)
) [Ran(g(0) g(o [V Rin(g(1)) 50
Then, based on Shi’s approach to Bernstein’s estimates [Shi89a], one considers the function

F = a Rm(g(t))lz(t) + |V Rm(g(t))lz(t) for some positive constant a to be specified later

which satisfies:

OF < Ay P+ (cln)Co — 20)| 7 R(g(0)[2, +ac(n) ]
<Ay F —c(n Co|VI® Rm(g(t)) S(t) + ac(n)Cy (A.10)
<Ay F —c(n CoF + 2ac(n)C3,

~— ~—

if a := c(n)é’o. Notice that in case N is closed, the maximum principle applied to (A.10Q)
gives the expected result. If (N",g(t))ic[o,7] is non-compact there exists a smooth positive
exhaustion function v satisfying Ay < C(n, Co,T) and ¢;(1 + dgoy(ps2)) < ¥(z) <
c1(1+dg)(p,x)) for all x € N, for some point p € IV and some positive constants c1, co. The
existence of such a function is due to [Shi89b, Lemmata 4.2, 4.3].

Now, for v > 0, consider the function F' — v and observe that:

(0 = Agy) (F = 7) < —e(m)Co(F — 79) + e(n)Cg +C(n, Co, T). (A11)

Since for each ¢ € [0,7T") and each y >0, F'(-,t) — y3(-, t) is unbounded from below so that it
attains its maximum on N. Moreover, notice that for every v > 0,

sup(F(-,0) — v9(-,0)) < sup F(-,0) < C(n,Co, C1). (A.12)
N N
If F — 1) attains its maximum at an interior point (tg,x¢) € (0,7) € N then the maximum
principle applied to (A.I1]) implies that
F(x9,t0) — y(x0, t0) < ¢(n)C§ +7C(n, Co, T), (A.13)

where ¢(n) and C(n, Co, T') are constants that may vary from line to line. This fact together
with (AI2) implies for every (x,t) € N x [0,T):

F(w.t) <790(a,) + maax { Flao,to) = 70(a0.to),sup F(-,0) = 7(-0)}
<yY(z,t) + max {C(n)ég’ +~C(n, Cy,T),C(n, Cy, Cl)} .
By sending v to 0, one gets the expected result, i.e. supy |[VI® Rm(g(t))lge) < Cln, Co, C1).

for all t € [0,T).
g
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We recall classical Shi’s estimates on the curvature tensor and state the corresponding local
Shi’s estimate on the Ricci tensor.

Proposition A.5. Let (N, g(0)) be a complete Riemannian metric with bounded curvature,
i.e. |[Rm(g(0))] < Co on N. Let (g(t))icio,1s,,] be Shi’s solution to the Ricci flow starting
from g(0) where Tsy; = T'(n, Co). Then, for t € [0, Tgnil,

k
IRm(g(t)llco < 2| Rm(9(0) o, 7 V/* Rm(g(t))l|co < Cr, k20, (A.14)

where Cy, = C(n,k,Cy).
Moreover, the following local Shi type estimates hold true: for each k > 0, there exist
positive constants Cy, = C(n, k, Cy) and ro = r(n,injyq)(N)) such that for r <ro and x € N,

k . .
sup 12| VIHF Ric(g(t))lgr) < Cr  sup  |Ric(g(0))[g0), t € [0, Tonil- (A.15)
Bg(O) ($,7’) Bg(O) ($727")

Proof. Estimates (AI4)) are due to Shi [Shi89al, Lemma 7.1].
Estimates (AIH) can be proved along the same lines by using Shi’s estimates (A14]) on
the curvature tensor inductively. O

The following proposition establishes a priori rough C° and L? estimates on the Ricci
curvature along a solution to the Ricci flow.

Proposition A.6. Let (N, g(t))ico,1) be a complete Ricci flow with bounded curvature, i.e.
supy | Rm(g(t))| < +oo for each t € [0,T).
Then for 0 < s <t <T,

| Ric(g()l|co <€) s IRm@Elco | Ric(g(s))]|co- (A.16)

Furthermore, if Ric(g(t)) € L? for each t € [0,T) then, for 0 < s <t < T,

| Ric(g(#))f|z < e Jx IRmaEDleo || Ric(g(s))] - (A17)

Proof. Estimate (A.10) is a straightforward application of the maximum principle.
Indeed, using the evolution equation [([Af]), Lemma [A.3] satisfied by the Ricci tensor
together with the previous bound on the curvature tensor, one gets:

O Ric(g(t)) 5 <A | Ric(g() [ + cn) Rm(g(t) |y | Ric(g(t))l50)

_ ) A18
<Ay Riclg()fi +cn) sup, [Rm(o(t o Ricto0) - A1)

In particular, the function e=¢" J2 IRm(g(#)llco at’| Ric(g(t))|§(t) is a subsolution of the heat
equation along the Ricci flow on N x [0,7). The maximum principle implies that

| Rie(g(t))llco < e IRmEDlco &' Ric(g(s))]| o,

forany 0<s<t<T.
If Ric(g(t)) € L?, t € [0,T], the proof is the L? counterpart of the proof of the C? estimate
(AI6). By differentiating in time and using the evolution equation [[A.6]), Lemma [A.3]
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satisfied by the Ricci tensor:

G Ricla0)F2 = [ 2(Ric(a(t)), Ay Riclg(0) + Run(g(e)) «Riclg(0)) , ditg

g(t)
- /N Ry | Ric(g(£)I2

< — 2||v9 Ric(g(t))[2 + e(n)]| Rm(g())|co | Ric(g(t)) 2

< c(n) | Rm(g(t)) | co| Ric(g(t))|[2.

Here we have used integration by parts in the second line which can be justified by using
suitable cut-off functions. The expected estimate follows by Gronwall’s inequality applied to
the previous differential inequality. O

We continue by establishing a general pointwise formula linking the Laplacian along the
Ricci flow of the difference of the solution at two different time:

Lemma A.7. Let (N",g(t))icjo,r) be a smooth Ricci flow. Then, for 0 <'s <t < T, the
following formula holds pointwise if h(t') := g(t') — g(s), t' € [s,t]:
Ay (9(t) = 9(s)) = [2Ric(g(t)) - Ric(g(t')) o h(t') = h(t) o Rie(g(t")],._,

+ / 2Ric(g(t')) o Ric(g(t')) +Rm(g(t')) * Ric(g(¢')) dt

" / I Ric(g(1) « VA g(E) — g(s) A
+ [ Riclg(t)) « F1OR(g(¢) ~ o)
Proof. Observe first that:
t d ,
By 9t =gN= | 2 Bge(o(t)  9(s)) ds, (4.20)
Now, for t' € [0,7),
B0y {98) — 950 = (80000 ) (90 = 9(9) + By @ug(®))
= — 28, Ric(g(t)) + (780 ) (98) — 9(5))
= — 20y Ric(g(t")) + Rm(g(t)) * Ric(g(t'))
+ 22: Vo2 Ric(g(t') * VI E (g(¢) = gy)-
k=0
Here, we have used Lemma [A.3]in the third line. As a first conclusion:
Agr(9(t) — g(s)) =2Ric(g(s)) — 2Ric(g(t)) + / Rm(g(t')) * Ric(g(t")) dt'
’ (A.21)

t 2
+ / > Vo2 E Ric(g(t)) « VI (g(t) — g(s)) dt.
S k=0
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We are half way from the proof of (A.19): we refine the computation of (% Ag(t/)) (g(t)—g(s))

as follows. Notice that we only need to identify the zeroth order term (g(t') — g(s)).
For doing so, recall the following evolution equation satisfied by the Christoffel symbols
along the Ricci flow as given for instance in [CLNOG, Chapter 2]:

S 0(0(0))§ = —g) (V19 Rie(g(t) + V4 Ricg(t)u — V¥ Ric(o(0)5) - (A.22)

In particular, if A(t) := g(t) — g(s), the zeroth order term of ( Ag(t)) (g(t) — g(s)) is:

g7 vIv ( gtvi<t>) h(Bpa = —g() 774 (T (g(1)k,) Rtk — 9()T V4 (AT (9(1))y) h(E)pi
= Ay Ric(g(t))prh(t) kg + h(E)pe A g(r) Ric(g(t))ig
+ [o®)IVHOTIO Ric(g(t))ix — 917 79I TI Rie(g(1)) 1] h(D)ey
+ [o0ITIOVIO Ric(g(t) — (1) VIIV L) Rica(0))] (1)
= (g0 Ric(g(1)) o h(t) + h(t) o Ay Riely(t))
+ [ V89 divy) Ric(g(t)x — VI diven Ric(g(t))]| h(tkg
+ [VI0) divyq Ric(g(t))k = Vi divyq Ric(g(h)g| h(t)ph
+Rm(g(t)) = Ric(g(t)) * h(t)pq

= (9¢ Ric(g(t)) o h(t) + h(t) o 9; Ric(g(t))),,
+ (Rm(g(#)) * Ric(g(£)) * h(t)),,

Here, we have used the traced Bianchi identity in the last line to cancel the terms involving the
divergence div, ) Ric(g(t)) together with the evolution equation satisfied by Ric(g(t)) given
by Lemma [A.3l To conclude, we have obtained schematically:

(5 200) (6(¢) = 9()) =00 Ricl(t)) o b{t) + h(¥) 0 Ric(g(¢) + Ran(g(¢) + Rie(y(#)
£ VIO Ric(g(t) + VIO g(¢) - 9(5))

+ Ric(g(t')) * VIU)2(g(t') — g(s)).
(A.23)

With (A223) in hand, we are in a position to conclude. Indeed, by integrating by parts with
respect to time,

Agi)(9(t) — 9(s)) =2Ric(g(s)) — Ric(g(s)) o h(s) — h(s) o Ric(g(s))
— 2Ric(g(t)) + Ric(g(t)) o h(t) + h(t) o Ric(g(t))

+ / 2 Ric(g(t")) o Ric(g(t")) + Rm(g(t")) * Ric(g(t)) dt’
; (A.24)

+ [ 91 Riclg(e) « V1O (g(¢) - gls) dt
+ [ Riclg(e)) + VIO glt) - g(s)) .

S
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as expected.
O

We finally recall a special case of the Gagliardo-Nirenberg interpolation inequalities essen-
tially proved by Aubin as the main theorem of [Aub81] in this Riemannian setting that we
will make use of:

Lemma A.8 (Interpolation inequalities for asymptotically conical metrics). Let (M™, g) be a
complete Riemannian metric. Then, the following interpolation inequalities hold true for any
integer m > 0:

sup |[V9IT|, < C(n,inj,(x)) sup \T!;
M M

Sk

g
-sup |VI"T| g (A.25)
M
where T' is any tensor on M with compact support in B(x,inj,(x)/2), z € M and 0 < j < m.

In particular, if the curvature tensor decays quadratically with derivatives, i.e. if

Ak(g) = supr§+k|vg’k Rm(g)|, < +o0,
M

for all k > 0 and if inj,(x) > wry(z) from some positive constant v and p € M uniform in
x € M, then
m J
sup r,,(m)j\vayg <C- sup \T];# . sup (Z rp(x)klvg’kT]g) m,
By (z,trp(z)/4) By (z,trp(z)/2) By (z,trp()/2) k=0
(A.26)
where C = C(n, 1, (A*(9))o<k<m)-
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