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CASTE - A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE ON CASTE
| Y. B. Damle

Introduction

The Government of India has embodied in its constitution
a directive principle to evolve a casteless society. Small
wonder that soclologists both foreilgn and local have turned
thelr attention to a study of caste in Indla with the special
desire to evaluate the force of cagte in India today. This
desire 18 reflected in many village studies in particular,

- which have taken place In Indla at the hands of foreign and
local scholars. It must be mentioned that so far the study of
caste has been made in a rural locale rather than in urban
setting. It is true that some studles have been made pertaining
to attitudes towards caste in urbsn areas, e.g., amongst
students, factory workers, etc. However, caste as a functioning
reality'in urban areas has not been much studied.

The present report takes account of published articles and
monographs by students of caste during the period 1950-1959,
Articles wrltten by laymen have been purposely omitted. The
plan of the article is as follows:

I. A discussion of the varlous concepts used and various
theories propounded for the explanation of caste in terms of

its origin and continuence.
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II. Methodological contributions pertaining to the study of

caste.

III. Descriptive studies dealing with the varilous aspects of

caste.

IV. Prospects and possibilities of change in the institution
of caste.

v. Solutions offered to eradlcate caste.

I. Concepts and Theorles

There are various concepte which have been used by the varloms
authors such as the concept of dominant caste, the concept of
elaborateness of ranking, kingly model, concept oi pollution,
concept of Sanskritisation and Westernizatvion concept ¢f role,
concept of inter-action, etc. It will be useful to point cut
at the outset the difficulties experienced by various authors in
arriving at a satisfactory definition of caste. First and fore-
most, it is felt that the llnking up of the concept of Varna as
a scheme of classification of caste has been a major source of
difficulty. Many authors admit that the Varna schems of classi-
fication provides an all-Indla frame of referemnce for the
analysis of caste. However, as far as enalysis of caste &s a
functioning reallity ls concerned, the Varna schems is not of much
avail, for the simple reason that the Varna scheme postulates
a relative rigidity in the four-fold division of soclety. 1In
reality, however, it is found that in the middle ranges there is

quite an amount of mobllity and therefore the Varna scheme falls
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to flt in as an explanatiqn of caste stratification in Ipdla.
The Varna scheme is admlrably applicable to the Brahmins, who
are at the top o»f the ladder and alsc to the Untouchab;es who .
are at the bottom of the ladder. In the middle ranges, however,
i1t is just not applicable. There are a few authors, however,
like Hocart and Iravati Karve who feel that the Varna scheme 1s
partially iseful., In fact, Hocart feels that there i1s no 1lncon-
sistency oetween the Varna scheme and the Jati as a reality.
Probabl/, these authors seem to think that the Varna scheme pro-
vides 2 useful frame of analysis for the whole of India and as
far s thls contention is concerned, there would not be much of
a d°fference of opinion amongst the authors who have ro jected the
Varnia scheme s inadequate for special studies of caste in a
2ives locale. It is felt that since economic change disturbs
carte equilibrium, the Varna scheme is not suiteble, for the
Varna scheme postulates a rigidity of social distance.

It 1s but natural that many authors have concernsd them-
selves with the problem of origin of caste in India. Some
authors feel that caste originated in South India. There are
others who think that for a satiasfactory explanation of the
orlgln of caste, reference must be made to both the Indus
Clvilization and South India. There are yet others who feel that
the mystical and religious sanctions behind the division of
labor obtaining in Indis are responsible for theemergence and
development of caste in Indiq. There are certain authors who

think that a combination of various factors must be taken into
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sccount to evolve a satlisfactory explsnation of the origin and
development of caste in India. Thus, the geographical 1solation
of the Indian peninsula, notions of pollution, power of food,
ceremonial purity. belief in reincannatipn, hereditary occupation,
clash of races and antagonistic cultures, guldes and association,
bellef in magic association with crafts and functions, deliberate
economic and administrative policy, religious phllosophy and 1ts
exploitation by a highly inielligent hierarchy, etc., must be
taken into account to give ¢ satlisfactory explanatiocn of the
origin and development of caste.L There are still others who
think that caste is based on the central feature of sacrifice.
Sacrifice is performed t, establish cordial relationship betwesn
man and God., Naturall’, if sscriflce becomes the central
activity of human 11f¢, the functlonal divislion of labor assumes
rigual significance. In fact, every activity, however mundane

it may appear, is given a ritual gerb, e.g., hair cutting.

Small wonder ther. thet in the wake of ritual aspect of dlvision
of labor, the.e came to ensue also the fact of soclal distancs.
In fact, some authors regerd pollution asz the central concept of
Hindu roclety, whereby there are elaborate stipulations regarding
avel sance and separation as between different castes. Some authors
rsject the exlsting theory of origin and development of caste and

contend that caste can be explainad only in terms of the econcomic

lgutton, J.H, Caste in India, 1951.
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and psychologiqal gsecutiry it offers to people.a Theories of

caste which have overemphasized the 1deal aspect of caste as s
structural principle have also been rejected by some authors

since they find that there iz a great deal of gulf between the
reallity and the ldealized versicn. In fact, this rejectlion is
tantamount to the reflection of the Varna scheme of classification

as a satisfactory tool of analysis of caste system. There are

many authors who have been concerned with the ettributional aspect
of caste. These authors describe at length caste and 1ts attri-
butea. However, there are some others who feel thst the
attributional theory also falls tc take cognizance of feality in

so far as it does to conform to any glven list of attributes of
caste at a given polnt of time. Therefore, such authors suggest

an Interactional theory of caste as a proper corrective to the
earlier attributional theory.3 In this context it must be mentioned
thet the caste systaﬁ has besn primerily built upon the Brahmanic
model. Nevertheless even where the Brahmins themselves have de-
parted from the model (compaie the process of westernizstion by

the higher castes in particular),h they sﬁill continue to wield

utmost power at least as far as the ritusl status goes.5 At the

2 N.K. Bose, “Some Aspects of Caste in Bengal", Man in Indla,
Jan. March, 1958.
3 McKLm, Marriott, "The Interactional and Attributional Theorles
of Cagste F.anking”, Man In India, April June, 1959.
M.N. Srinivai?""SEEEEFIEisat1on and Westernlsation", Society
in Indin, 1956, -
5"B.N. Nair, The Dynemic Brahmin, 1959.
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least they enjoy a very high ritual status. Pari Passu with
departure from norms by the Brahmins there is a cognate deyelop—
ment of fluidity in the middle ranges of caste. Naturally, under
these circumstances to pin-point one's faith in the ideallst
theory of caste would be somsthing unreallstic. Actually there is
an author who suggests that in so far as the Brahmins have ceased
to perform thelr traditional functions, they should be dislodged
from the higher pedestal of status and power. The same author
explains the power and supremacy of Brahmins In terms of the
process of routinization of Charisma. He contends that in so
far as caste as a functioning reality is concerned in terms of
action theory, there is no justification for the continuance of
the caste system. Of course, he has aiso explained the factors
which have been responsible for the perpetuation of the caste system.
Another author who 1s more concerned with the malntenance of the
caste system rather than with its origin goes to stress the
importance of the myth of caste as a major force in the continuity
of the caste system.6 This author rejects the Marxlan explanation
of the emergence, development and sustenance of caste in Indla
for even when caste may be divorced from economlc and polltical
power, the ritual status continues to dominate the caste scene.
Many authors have stressed the importance of the concept of

dominant caste. By doing so, these authors actually want to

& Narmadeshwar Prasad, The Myth of Caste System, 1957.
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emphasize the variabllity in the status of various castes in
different reglons. The concept of dominant caste subsumes

factors such as the economic, the political, the demographic and
the ritual power of the people concerned. Actually, the concept
of dominant caste glves adequate importance to what one might
call secular status. It 1s true that In order that the caste be
dominant, 1t must possess a minimum amount of ritual sﬁatus. Thus,
for instance, ths; untouchables cannot hope to be a dominant caste,
howsoever econumically well-off they may be or Ilnsplte of thelr
great number in a particular situation. One suthor has particu-
larly stresased untouchabllity as 2 specilal impedimant to caste
mobility.7 However, the concept of dominant caste goes to péint
out the, importance of secular factors in the present caste status.
The <arious village studies which have been made, have drawn
attention to the unbridled power occupled by a dominant caste. In
cartaln cases 1t has been pointed out how Brahmins who continue
to snjoy highest ritual status have to curry favor with thé
dcainant caste. Of course in certain cases vwhare the dominant
caste was Brahmin, no amount of economlc and polltlcal landslide
has been able to unseat them from their positlon. This iz a
clear example of how the ritual status of Brahming has been of
help to them in overcomling thelr loss of economic and politicel
status. Of course as we know, the Brahmin are in more than one

way an exception to the prevailing caste system. Otherwise, the

r.G. Bailey, Caste and the Economlc Frontier, 1958,
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dominant caste is usually non-Brahmiln. Thls concept clearly
proves a shift in the principles of casté organlization from ritual
to secular,

This is not to deny altogether the Importance of ritual
status. As a matter of fact the dominant caste trles to enhance
its ritual status through the process of Sanskrltisation. The
Brahmanic model has already been referred to. To use a wider con-
cept, however, one might speak in terms of Sanskritisation of
ritual. In terms of Sanskritisation a caste is able to enhance
its status by ziving up certaln foods, customs, occupations, etec.
There is yet another process, namely that of hypergamy whereby
also a cas‘e 1s able to  enhance its status by marrying its
daughters: into castes higher than its own. Parallsl with the
procesa of Sanskritisation is the process of Westernization where-
by tne higher castes and the Brahmins in particular, give up
or thodox ways of caste behavior and adopt western values such as
equality, democracy, freemixzing, etc. However, the process of
westernization allenates the higher caate from the rest of the
Hindus and thereby only perpetuates the soclal distgnce between
the higher and the lower caste. One might give th: angalogy of
hide and sesek as far as the discarding of orthodox way of life
by the higher castes and 1ts adoptlion by the lower caste is con-
cerned. The dominant caste is able to monopolize power in its
hands and therefore, it can almost do and undo things in a given

situation. The official and unofficlal leedership as it exists in

Indian villages brings to our attentlon thhes importance of the
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dominant caste. Right from Panchayats to legislature the power
wielded by the dominant caste cannot be ignored.

Naturally, in the face of caste as a functioning reality,
authors are compelled to reject the ideallstlic theory of caste
as well as the Varna scheme of classification and the attributional
theories of caste also. In place cof such theorles, as mentioned
already, irteractional theory has been suggested. Likewise the

Importance of role has been atressed.

TI. Methodolcglcal Problems

Quite a few authors have addressed themselves to methodologi-
cil problems pertalning to the study of caste. In the first place,
some authors have polnted out that caste must be studied as a
functioning reallity and that rellance must not be placed on the
exlsting theories for the satisfactory sxplanation of caste as
a reallty. In this context, mentlon must be made of ths rejsctim
of the Varna theory of caste. Broadly spesking, a structural
functional approach to the study of caste has been advocated. It
1s felt by some authors that to arrive at a satisfactery theory
of caste ranking certaln methodologlcal precaustions are necessary.8
This author speaks of the elaborateness of caste ranking and
saye that the same depsnds on four sets of factos, viz. (1) number

of local ethnlc groups, (2) co-relative stratified inter-action

8 Marriott, McKim, "Caste Ranking and Community Structure in
Fé;g Reglons of India and Pakistan", Bulletin of the Deccan College,
1l .
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among ethnic group, (3) consistency among individuals in strati-
fied inter-acticn, and (L) gseparatlion from Inconsistent interaction
olsewherae. The author insists that for a proper study of caste
ranking these four sets of factarsmust be properly gone into. The
same point is miude by other authors who stress the importance of
local situation in delineation of caste. Whsat these authors mean
is nothing ceally except that regional varilations and peculiari-
ties must be taken not of in a proper study of cagte. Therefors,
ag a g.neral trend one might observe that there 1s increasing

empl isls on rejecting overall explanations or thecorlies cf caste.
Tris is certalnly a methodclogleal contributlon made in recent
cilmes arising out of the various fleld studies that have besn
completed during the last few years by both Indian and foreign
scholars. Then thers are certain authors who have concernsd them-
selves wilth problems of the measurement of soclal distance between
dirferent castes. At the outset 1t must be menticned that the
authors themselves have admitted the lack of preclision in such
measurements. However, scaling analysis has been sought to be
employed to assess soclal distance between different castes to
analyze the basis of caste ranking, etc. It is significant that
some of the authors who have attempted to messure caste distance
have been mindful of the importance of Inter-action, thereby not
unduly pinning their faith in a study of attltudes and opinions.

A student of caste must necessarlly concern himself with inter-

action rather than with mere attlitudes and opinions. In these

days of pressures of public opinion and propaganda, it would be
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difficult to make a correct appraisal cof the attltudes and opinicns

expressed by the people as regards caste. A correct procedure

would be to make a study of inter-action and then proceed to

verbalized attitudes and opinions in the light of such 1lnter-

action.;9

iz not a

I1I,

As will be observed later, a mere change in attitudes

sufficlent guarantee of change in caste.

Descrlptive Studles of C ste

The descriptive studies of caste can be usefully sub-divided

into the
(1)
(2)

system.
(3)
(L)
(5)
(6)

fcllowing toples:
Caste, lte origin and develapmént.

Importance of caste as a central feature of Indian sccial

Caste and interdependencs.
Caste and importance of local situation.
Caste and territory.

Caste and economic organization {(including occupation,

technology, etc.)

{7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)

Caste and political power.
Caste and leadershilp.
Caste and famlly.

Caste and marriage.

Cagte and education

Caste and persocnality

9Damle, Y.B. and Kerve, Irawatl, Intergroup Relations In
Rural Communities (Unpublished Ms.. 1959).
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(13) Caste and class.

(14} cCaste and race.

(15) Caste and pupulation.

(16) Caste and mobility.

(17) Caste and ranking.

(18) Caste and migration.

(19) Caste and ideoslogy.

(20) Caste and belief system.

(21) Caste and poliution.

(22) Ceste and the Brahmin (the influence of Brahmins, etec.)

(23) Caste and its influence on other communities.

(2li) Caste and sccial adjustment.

(25) Caste and zocial injustice.

(26) Caste as a unifying force.

(27) Caste ns g divisive force.

(28) Castc, 1ts maintenance and continuity.

The fact that the descriptive studies are being divided into
different Loplcs as listed sbove does not by asny chance mean that
certain wuthors have emphasized a certaln teplc or certain topics
to the neglect of other toplces. However, the frequency distri-
bution of the various topices discussed by the suthors of different
arciclee and monographs goes to point out the relative attentlon
pald by the authors to the different aspects of the problem. The
caste and its relation to sconomic organization as a whole has been

stressed by 23 authors. The relationship between caste and 1deology
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has been tackled by 22 asuthors. 19 suthors heve concerned themselves
with the problem of caste and renking while 17 of them have tackled
the problem of relationship between caste and belisef system. An
equal number has concerued 1tself wlth the problem of caste and
mobility, caste as a ¢ivisive force, and caste and pollution.

11 authors have concerned themselves with analyzing the importance
of caste as a central feature of the Indian social system. Nine
have concerned themselves with caste and political power, caste

and marriage, caste and Brghmins, caste lts malntenance and con-
tinuity. Ei:ht authors have stressed the lmportance of caste

as a unifying force, while five authors have stressed the relation-
ship between caste and territory, caste and migration and caste

and lccal situatién end caste and leadership, while three each
have stressed the problem cf origln and development of caste and

of caste and family. Two authors each have stressed the relation-
ship between caste and sducatlon, caste and class, caste and race
and caste and population. The importance of caste and personsality,
and caste and soclal adjustment, have each been stressed by one
author respectively.

As glready mentlioned, some authors have discussed the problem
of the origin anéd davelopment of caste in terms of the functional
division of labor coupled with mystical and religious bellefs.

One of the authors stressed the polnt that the origin of caste
should be logically traced to South India. He further goes to

point out that even before the advent of the Aryans, there were
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castes In South India.lo Therefore, he discounts the theory that
the origin of caste can be traced to Brahmanlc influence. Thse
importance of caste as the central feature of the Indian soclal
system has been emphasized by a few authora. It is felt by these
authors_thaf a study of Indlan socilal system must give weight to
the conslderation of the importance of caste. Caste and ecnnomic
interdependence has been likewlse stressed by several authors.
However, some authors are alsc mindful of the fact that such inter-
dependence causes soclal injustlce and therefore the attempts made
to euloglse caste interdependence with special reference tec the
Jajamanl system must be taken with a grain of salt if not dis-
carded altogether. The variations In the soclal situation and
thelyr impact on caste has been well brought out by some authors.
Thus the number of castes obtaining in a given locality seems to
be extremely crucial from the polnt of view of 1ts functioning.
Likewise in a situation where egalitarian philosophy is the
climate of opinion, the rigors of caste are bound to be on the
wane. Caste and its relationship to territory has been pointed
out by some scheolars, The extent of the influence of a caste is
severely limited by territory In many a case. Actually importance
of territorlal segmentation as a contributory factor to the rigidity

of caste interdepsndence has been forcefully pointed out by an author.l?

10prokiaswamy, M., "Caste in South India", Tamil Culture,

195L. 11 '
Millar, Eric J., "Caste and Territory in Malabar",
American Anthropologist, June 195).
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The author proceeds to observe that to the extent that terrltorial
segmentation can be reduced, the rigidity of caste interdependence
and social injustice can also be successfully countered. The
territorial extent of caste 1s determined by the marrlage circle.
Some authors feel that in view of the prlority of economic
1nterest people may be prone tc gilve up hereditary occupation.
However, there are many others, who equally well feel that there
tends to be an interaction and a good deal of correlation betwesn
caste and economic organizaticen in the sense that those who
occupy 2 higher status ritually also are the ones who stand higher
up in the economic hierarchy. A further complicating factor
being the alignment of caste and political power and leadership
rendering concentration of power feaslble. Many suthors have

sald that the change in technology will spell a change in caste.
However, that point will be dlscussed in the relevant place.
Likewise many have felt that economlic change will spell change

in caste. Neverthsless there are authors who feel that economic
change unless coupled with ldecloglcal change cannot unleash
change in caste. By and large authors have felt that there tends
to be a relationshilp between caste and political power. Thua
those who are higher up in the caste hlerarchy also tend to wield
political power. In this context, reference must be made tc the
role played by caste in elections in the national elections in

1957 as exemplified by a study of the same made in South India.}2

1z Harrison, Selig, "Caste and the Andhra Communists", The
Americen Political Sclence Review, June, 1956.
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Another author also has mads reference to the‘political power
wielded by higher castes. Goling intc the relationship of caste
and leadership, it is felt by many authors that such a relation-
ship exists whereby lea.ers in a community are chosen from the
higher castes. In thi: context one author has pointed out that
formal leadership strangthens caste whlle informal leadership is
likely to be a forzu agalnst caste 1f 1t coulé be shaken out of
1ts passivity -3 Ia sc far as the Government tries to encourage
formal le Jdership the caste alignment willl not be affected. By
and J.rge 1t can be sald that caste and leadership in the varilous
v.iks of life goes hand in hand. Therefore caste difference

and injustices get perpetusted. Some authors have also pointed
out how there 1s relationshlp between caste and family with
speclal reference to kinshlp pattern. Caste differentials are

to be observed in famlly structure, and composition. Likewlse
there tends to be a relationship between caste and pattern of
marriage. In this context reference must be made tc an article
in whlch the author points out that despite political and econonic
changes caste endogmy persists.lu Likewise two other authors
point to 8 relationship between sex-code and éaste and caste and

widow-remarrilage or restriction th.ereupon.l5 The former stresses

130renstein, "Leadership and Caste in a Bombay Village'", .
Leaderghip and Political Institutions in India, 1959.

i0"Bose, N.K., ob.clt., dJanuary-March, 1958.

15 Parthasarathy, V.3., "Caste In a South Indian Textile M111,"
Economic Weekly, 16th August, 1958, and Datta, J.N., "Proportion
of Brahmins 1n Indis's Population is Decreasing”, Modern Review,
March, 1958, .
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that sex-code 1s stricter amongsﬁ higher castes whille the latter
ascribes & smaller proportion of Brahmin population in the total
population of India to the ban on widow marriage amonkst Brahmins.
A relationship 1s felt to exist between caste and education. In
view of such relatlonship caste differences get perpetuated. It
1s also felt by 3ome authors that caste affects in great measure
the development of perscnality by providing a rigid frame of
reference for the 1ndividuals concerned. It is felt that every
caste offers an image of what 1s desirable to all its members,
thereby restricting the chances of departure from such norms.,l6
Some autnors feel that caste is developlng featurss of class.
Howeverr, some of them also feel that if caste and class becone
co-terminusl?  there are very few chances of caste being sradi-
catsd in the near future. There are some who feel that a relation-
shlip exlsts between caste and race and as such the powsr of the
nlgher caste cannot be reduced. Already a reference has besn
made to the relationshlp felt to exist by some between caste and
poprlation. There are many authors who stress that contrary to
the exlsting bellef, caste offers pessibllitiss of mobility.

Tt has already been mentioned how in the middle ranges there is
a certaln amount of uncertalnty and fluidity as regards status.

This fluldity and uncertalnty is further asccentuated by economic

16 Morris Carstairs, The Twiceborn, 1957.

17 Ghurye, Caste and Class in Indla.
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/

and occupational mobility. In this context the role played by
industrializat.on and technology needs to be stressed. It must
also be mentioned that inspite of occupations belng hereditary
in a caste systenm, occupations such as that of an agriculturist
have beer. proverbially open to all and sundry. Naturaliy, wlth
enhanced prospects of following non-traditional occupations there
is bound to be change in the occupational rigldlty which was
nomally assoclated with castes. There 1s yet another factor
+hich also enhances moblility in a caste system namgly that of
hypergamy. Hypergamor marriages render possible the emergence of
1sogamous units so that even within a caste flssures develop.
Speaking of mobility, 1t should be mentioned that downward mo-
bllity has been an Important source of recrultment to lower
castes.18 Moreover, mobllity tends to be a group phsnomenon in
a caste system where an individual cannot register ascent in the
caste hierarchy by himself but has to move along with a group.
The problem of ranking in a caste soclety assumes specilal
features in view of the ritual and secular statuses. As already
mentioned the ritual status plays a very significant part in the
determination of caste hierarchy. This is not to deny the
Importance of secular force, for instance, economic betterment,
betterment of occupation, enhancement of pclitical power, ete.,
are some of the forces which ensble the person to cvercome the

originally low ritual status. However, there are serious limit-

18 Puchs, Stephen, "The Scavengers of the Nimar District in
Madhya Pradesh"”, Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Soclety, 1951-1952.
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atlions to the betterment of one's ritual status in a caste society.
Some authors feel that ritual rank is more important in South India
than secular rank.l9 Even now ranking in a caste society tends

to be ascriptive. There is not much scope for achieving status

In a caste soclety. More often than not there tends to be a
correspondence between the various basses of ranking in a caste
soclety. Thus, those who tend to be ritually higher, tend to

be secularly higher too. Migration alsc seems to be related to
caste in the sense that those who are at the topmost rung of the
ladder as those who are at the bottom of the ladder tend to mi-
grate. Of course in ﬁhec:ase of the former the higher status is
consoliduted, while in the case of the latter, a new status can

be achieved. Migration holds out special attracticn for ths un-
toucheables in parficular as wlll be noted below. Migration in
Irdla 1s & selective process. Earlier it has already been menticned
ow caste cannot sustain itself in an egalitarian climate of
cpinion. In order that caste sustains itself it must be backed
by a suitable ideology. The role played by myth in perpetuating
the caste system has already been mentioned. It has also been
mentioned how a change in economic orgenizstion will not be of
much avall unless coupled wlth ldeclogical change. As already
referred to, 1f the Bramantic model tends to persist in Indie,
there are slender chances of a significant 1deological shift. The

19 Gough, Aberte, "Criteria of Caste Ranking in South India,"
Man in India, April-June, 1959; Srinivas, M.N., Religion and
Soclety Among the Coorgs of South India, 1952.
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process of Sanskritizatlion referred to slready makes the same point.
It is true that adoption of western ldeology in respect Qf the
worth of the ‘ndividual, dignity of the human being, etc., have

no doubt gl-en rise to some kind of flssures in the caste system.
Curlously encugh, the hlgher caste are about the flrst group of
persons_to be exposed to modern ideology (i.e., westernization).
Howsv:.r, the structural framework of caste as reflected by the
eccuomlic and political organization did not underge a sufficient
-hange for these fissures to be of much significance. Moreover
caste offers the possibllity of what may be called meeting people
at a tangent, so that ons does not have to enter into all types

of relations with ‘other persons®, {(meaning thereby'perscns be~
longing to other castes). Morecver the caste ideclogy makes it
possible for people ©o have the cake and eat.it in so far as they
can ningle with other persons 1In terms of economic Interdependence
and yet retaln separate identlty. The various religious, ethical
and philosophical beliefs prevalent in India have further sﬁs-
tained the caste system. In fact ths ethico-religlous justifi-
cation of caste has in no small way been responsible for the con-
tinuance of caste in spite of contact with western civilization.
These bellefs have been gliven a phllosophlcal and metaphysical
basis evinced by the theory of Karma and Rebirth in particular.
Naturally it becomes very difficult for peoplse to shake off these
traditional bellefs and caste pfactices. Caste hablts are Justified
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by proper belief systems and therefore dispell any doubt as fa?

as wavering minds are cnncér-ned° As slready mentioned earlier,
the concept of pollutlion has played e very algnificant rcle in
maintaining the ssparateness of the different castes in India‘zo
Minds of people are exercised with the concept or idea of pollu-
tion so much so that ritual distance 1s malntalned on ceremonial
occaslong svea within a unitary femlly, e.g., a person who 1is
performing n religlous workship cannot touch his own children.
Thils concept of pollution has been carried to its logical extremse,
exemplified in the institution and practice of untoucheablility in
Indla. No¢ amount of economic of political enhsncement of status
cen rallify the faet of untoucheability so much so that in Mahsr-
ashora, the Mahars had to take recourse to Buddhlasm, an offshoot
3£ Hindulsm though. It has already besen mentioned how untoucheability
presents the blggest barrler as far as mcbility in a caste soclety
is concerned.21 So pollution cen be regarded as the biggest
dlvislive force in a caste soclety. It hes already been mentioned
how the caste system follcws the Brahmanical model.22 Brahmins
have a special éode of conduct and behavior as mentioned alreedy
In respect to sex and maritsl practices. Moreover the ritual

avoidance has been carried to its loglcal extent at the instance

2°Sr1nivas op.cit.,
21 Buyiley, F.g Taste and the Economic Frontier, 1958
Opler and Singh "Caste and Village Urganlization in a -
ggﬁgunity of Northern India", A Reader Iin General Anthropology,
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of Brahmins in India. It is sometimes sald that the economic _
end pelitical power of Brahmins has been on the decline in India.
However, it must not be forgotten that the ritual status of
Brahmins has not in eny significant way been impaired by modern
currents. Moreover in terms of thelr ritual status the Brahmins

are able to compensase for a loss of their sconomic and political
power. Various studles polnt out the pervading influence whilch
caste exerts on trlbals and in neigboring countries. In India

the tribals and Musiims have been under the influence of the caste
system so much so that they have adopted some of the essentisl
features of caste such as endogamy, determination of status by
birth, etc.23 Cuigste system has alsc Influenced Muslim stratifl-
cation.eh Likewlse caste had its Impact on Ceylonese goclety t00.25
The pecullarity of s caste system should be regarded to lie in

lts capacity to adjust 1tself to changing sltuations. Thus given

a new technoelcgy, economic organlzation, system of education, re-
crultment, newv 1declogy, etc., caste system adjusts itself admirably
well so that the sssentials of a2 caste system do not get lost. The
soclal adjustments which are necessary to make in the wake of

different forces have already been referred to. However, it 1s a

235achidenand,"Class and Caste in Tribal Blher”,Men in India,
July-September,1955. Anseril, G., "Muslim Caste in India", Eastern

Anthrggologist, 1955-56. ,
~Jupta, R., "Caste Ranking and Intercaste Relations Among

Muslimgl" Eastern Anthropologist, 1956.
25 GiT%ert,; William H. gr.; "The Singhalese Caste Sysctem
of Cen‘gal and Southern Ceylon", The Ceylon Historical Journal,1953.
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higher caste that finds 1t difficult to adjust 1itself to changing

situations.aé

It is true that economic decline has compelled
Brahmins to accept lower castes as thelr neighbors. However, it
hax toc be remembered that living in a neighborhood does not in
any way comnot® close interpersonal relations on a footing of equ&lty;
Soclal injustice arising out of caste has already been referred

to in the context of economic inter-dependence of castes. In
recent times polnted attentiocn 1s drawn to sccial injustices in-
herent In the caste system. Ways and means are suggested to re-
duce social injustice by glving speclal facllitles to the down-
trodden castes such as the untoucheables, tc migrate to towns and
urban areas anc¢ settle there. It 1s true that social injustice
entalled by ceste would have been much worse, but for the avenues
of enhancemeat of status open In a caste scciety through secular
power. Moreover the Influx of new ideology has also 1In a way
worked to assuage the feelings and sufferings of the down-trodden
by convincing them about the Increasing awareness on the part of
the h'gher castes regarding soclal injustice. The Constitution of
Indfa 1s further wedded to the ideal of removing caste injustices.
Yet whether in terms of leglslation or economic betterment, in-
6ustriallization, etc. much remains to be done as far as routing
out caste injustices 1s concerned. Caste interdependence has
eiready been referred to. Many authors think that In terms of caste

interdependence caste is a unifying force. Caste 1s regarded as

26 Hitcheock, John T., "The Idea of a Martial Ra jput" Traditional
Indla - Structure and Change, 1959.
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a force towards soclal stabillty. Caste 1ls regerded as a force
ensuring psychological and economic secutiry. No doubt it is
admitted thet caste entails differences and dlstance but at the
same time it 1s regarded as a force unifying the higher up and

the low down. Caste links up Great and Little traditions in a
signiiicant manner.27 Moreover the priestly caste extends over

a v.ry large territory, uniting people of different castes. The
¢.visive potentialities of caste have already been referred to.
Many authors feel that caste ig g divisive force and has been
responsible for creating a gulf between people and people in terms
of casﬁe allgnment, Howsver, the factual evidence regarding caste
alignment does not seem to be In anyway inhibited by this aware-
ness. The problem naturally arlses as to what is it that sustains
caste. Thils problem becomes all the more signlficant in view of
the efforts made by the Goverrment of India to plan for a caste-
less society. Some authors who have been making a special study
¢f the soclologlcal aspects of the governmental planning activity,
have bsen constralned to polnt out that if planning has to succesd
proper welght must be glven to an understanding of the force of
caste.28 There are others who feel that caste 1s perpetuated by
the myth of caste.2? There are still others who feel that caste

27Redfield, Robert, "The Soclal Orgsnisation of Tradition®,
The Far Eastern Quarterly, November,1955.

20 Dube, 5,C., "Cultural Factors in Rural Community Develop-
ment", The Journal of Aslan Studles, November, 1956; India's .

Changing Villages, 1950. ’
asad, Narmadeshwar, op.cit.
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is perpetuated by the economic and psychological security it offers
to the people.3° Morecver, as is true In the case of other

soclal institutlons, the very fact that caste functions helps\to
perpetuate it. It 1s alsc sgid that in an underdeveloped country
caste will occupy a major force till such time as other substitutes
have been made available. As will bevncted below many authors

have felt that caste cannot be undone unless and until economic and
ideclogical change takes place., On the cther hand there are other
authors who contend that 1rrespect£§a of econcmlic and politiecal
changes caste sentliments do tend to persist. In short there is a
group of authors which feels that the maintenance and continulty of

caste 1s more or less assured for quite a few years.

IV. Prospects and possibilities of change In ths
nsvitution of caste.

Ll

As regards the possibilities aﬁd procspecte of change In the caste
system, by and large the authors seem to feel that in the near
future at any rate the caste system is not golng to disintegrate.
Yet it is true that there are many authors who feel that divergence
between ritual and secular status hes been a major source of hierar-
chical change.3l It is also felt that a mere change in attltudes does

32

not mean any change in the structure of caste. Limitations of

30Mukerjee Ramakrishna, The Dynamics of a Rural Soclety, 1957;
Bose, N.K., op. cit.; Alyappan, "Caste and Joint Family in Tamil Nag",
Sociological guIIeEin , Sept. 1955.

>lMayer, Adrian, "Some Hierarchial aspects of Caste" South-
Western Journal of Anthropology, 1956.

32Murphy, Gardner, :IEn'—ﬁIt e Minds of Men, 1953.
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legislation 1n the change »f caste have also been pointed out.33 Un-~
touchability has been rerarded as & major impediment to caste mobility.Bh
The loss in some cases of economic and political status by the Brehmins
has already been refurred to. However, due to thelr rltual superlority
thelr overall status does not suffer a great deal. It 1s true that
Brahmins who have 10§£ their economic and political power accept barbers
as their neighbuurs.35 However, as mentioned earlier, such neigh-
bourhood does aot in any way spell close interactlion on a footing of
equality betdeen the Brahmins and tge barbers. It 1s felt by soms

that some chénges in the features of class are in the offing. However,
the same author feels that the essentlal features of caste remain
unaltered,36 Accounting for the factors which help contlinue the caste
systcms in Indla, 1t is found that ths economic, philosophical and
relizious basis of caste 1s so firm, coupled with 1ts adaptabllity,

that there are very few possibillty of a real change.37 So also the
fac.; that sentiments are in favour of caste system, as for example

re lected in the preference for the Jajmanl system38 goes to explain

the contluuity of the caste system. Endogemy persists inspite of

33Bernard S., 'Madhopur Revisited’, The Economic Weekly,
July, 5259.
3SBailey, F.G., Caste and the Economic Frontier, 1958.
Ray, 4., A Brahmln Village of the Sasana Type in the District
of Puri, Orissa”, Man in India, January-March, 1956
6Churye G.S., Caste and Class in India 1957.
38Fukerjee Ramakrlshna, The Dynamics of & Rural Sccilet , 1957.
Aiyappan, A., "Caste and Joint Family in Temil Nad",
Sociological Bulietin , September, 1955.
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political and economic changea.39

Endogamy has been regarded as a
very important roatﬁre of the taste systems by most of the authofs.
Normally, one would be inclied to t hink of migration as a liberalising
force as far as caste restrictions are concerned. However, one of
the authors pointed ocut that migrants tend to be more rigid in the
observance of caste restrictions, particularly in respect of marrilage,

as they want to retain thelr separate cultural 1dentity.uo

Eerllier,
reference has already been made to the fact that even economic planning
has not been able to affect caste differences and rigidities. One

of the important factors which ﬁas perpetuated the caste systems seems
to be the myth of the caste.hl: In short, 1t is felt that nothing has
happened to alter the ideological basis or foundation of the caste
system as far as the system of beliefs is concerned. Nothing much
has also happened to shake ﬁhe caste systeﬁ. It has already been
noted as to how the process of westernlsation has falied to eradicate
the caste system. Authors are constralned to observe that change in
caste has been more supsrficial than fundamental.uz Naturally, there-~
fore the consensus of opinion among various students of the sub ject
seems to be that caste cannot be eradicated 1ln the near future.

V. Solutions offered to eradicate.

This section concerns ltself with the solutions suggested by

3%80se, N.K., op. cit.
hoAchaéya, Hémafafe, "Caste in an Immigrant Community",
Sociolpgieal Builetin, September, 1955.
+Prasad, Narmadeshwar, op. cilt.
2Damle, Y.B. and Desai, I.P., "A Note on the Change in the
Caste", Ghurye Felicitation Volume, 1954.
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various authors to effect a change if not a complete eradication of
the caste system. As will be obvious enough from a review of the
various solutlons suggested, the authors seem to feel that rooting out
the caste system ls an extremely difficult thing to achieve. Actually
what the authors have suggesfed amounts to solutlons of certain facets
of the caste system such as untouchability. Thus many authors suggest
that mmtoucnability can be eradicated by migration of the untouchables
to urbam'areas.u3 So also 1t has besn suggested that castes which are
dysfunctional in village orgaenization should mj.gz:'evl:e.l‘l‘L Pollitical
Tatervention can help raise the ritual status of a low c:aste,"LS Likewlse
breakdown of territorial segmentation is felt to be useful in reducing

Lé Industrialisation

caste interdependence and thercfore caste rigidity.
has been broadly regarded as a solution of the caste problem.u7 So
also it is felt that economic change is' absolutely necessary to ensure

cﬁénge in the caste system«hg It is felt by some authors that opsning

4OEpstein Scarlet TTndustrial Employment for LandlessLabourers
only", The Economic Weeﬁly, July 1959; Cohn, Bernard,S., "Changing
Traditions of a low Caste", Traditional India Structure and Change, 1959.

Lhopler, Morris E., and Singh, Rudra Datta, "Caste and Village
Organisation in & Community of Northern India", A Reader in General

Anthropology, 1948.
SMandelgaum, David G., The System of Caste in India,

Unpubl&g%ed Mss.
1ller, Eric J., "Caste and Territory in Malabar, American

Anthropologist, June, 1954.
£7Ryan, gryce, Caste in Modern Ceylon, The Siphalese System in
Transiréon, 1958.
2o, M.S.A., Soclal Change in Malsbar, 1957.
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up of new occupatlons would help people overcome caste si:igma.h'9 It

is felt that by ?esorting to new occupations people will be able to
glive up oldeg_hébits of living. There are some authors who feel that
unofficlal a;tive leadershlp should be strengthened as it 1s against
caste unllke the official leadership.so Howevef, the same author
observes that so far at any rate the Government has pinned its faith

on bolsterinz up the officlal leadership, which is presumably in
favour of continuance of the caste system. It has already been referred
to that “here are some other authors who feel that iantercaste marriage
1s not a solution to caste prdblem.sl So also many have felt that
legislation has limited efficacy in changing the caste practices,
1ajustices, etc.52 There are many authors win feel that a many pronged
attack 1s necessary to change the structure of the caste system. Thus
they feel that economlc, political and 1deological change is absolutely
necessary for ensuring any amount of permanent change in the caste

53

system. Interms of the seolutions suggested, it is very obvious

that the authors are well aware of the immensity of the problem and

4Bhowmick, P.K. and Bhattacharya, Benoy, "Caste Occupations
and Stggus", Man in India, January-March, 1957.

Orenstein, H., "The Role of Leadership in the Changlng Con-
ditions of Caste and an Indian Village", Seminar on Leadership and
Politigal Institutions in India.

lPatterson, Maureen, L.P., "Intercaste Marriage in Maharashtra",

¥he Economic Weekly, January, 1958.
52Gohn, Bernard,S., "Madhopur Revisited", The Economic Weekly,
July,1959.

Gough, Katheleen, E., "The Soclal Structure of A Tanjore Village",
The American Anthropologist, June, 19?6; Cohn, Bernard, S., "The
Changling Status ol a Depressed Caste,” The American Anthropologist,
June, 1955.
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as such concern themselves elther with one of the facets of the caste
system and suggest plece-meal solutions or go out to suggest very
radical solutions such as an overall change in the economic, political
and ideological basls of social life in India altogether. From the
solutions suggested it is quite evident that the authors do not seem

to be partlcularly hopeful atmut any radical change coming in as far

as the structure of the caste 1s concerned, in the near future at least.
There secms to be a curr;nt underlying all this thinking that the

caste is 8o well entrsnched in the Indlan systeam that very radical
solucions would be necessary 1n order to effect anything worthwhile.
Thusthere does not seem to be much of a difference between the discussion
of the prospects and possibility of the caste in the near future and
thedlscussion of the solutions suggested to overcome or change the
caste system.' In fact the solutions suggested can be characterised

as very cautious and fairly realistic in view of the appraisai of

the caste system by the various students of caste.

Concluding Remarks

This broad survey of the study of the caste seems to pin-point
certain importaht features of the caste system. In the first place,
advances made in conceptual thinking must be mentlioned. As has already
been noted, the Varna scheme of classificstion has been felt by many
authors, to be of not much use as far as a concrete study of caste in
& glven situation is concerned. One might even say that by and large
the authors have discarded the Varna scheme of classification, except

for its utllity as an all-India frame of reference. Then agalin, the
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importance of the concept of ritual and secular status has been
emphasised. Likewise the central position occupled by the concept of
pollution 1in the explanation of ritual avoidance and caste distances
has been forcefully brought out. -Various theories regarding the
emergence and development of caste have been examined. The net lmpression
one gets out of such examination is that one has to proceed in a

very ceutlous and wary manner as fér:as such formulations are concerned.
Caste interaction has been rightly eﬁphasizad. Significantly enough

a considerable emphasis has been placed on taking into account the
pgculiarities of a glven situat@on in the delineation of caste system.
Thus there seems to be an awarensss on the part of the authors that
grandiose theories about caste system are not of rmuch availl in the
explanation of caste system as & functioning raality; Inherent in

this awareness is the methodological insight, viz, the importance:of

a structural-functional point of view in the analysis of caste., It

is trus that many euthors have addressed themselves to the task of
measuring caste distances, working ocut basis of caste ranking, etc.
However, there seems to be an increasing awareness on the part of such
authors also that precision would be hard to attaln as far as scaling and
measuring 1s concerned. - iAs fegards the various facets of caate system,
inspite of the fact that certain authors have tended to emphasise the
importance of certain aépécts there also seems to be equally prevalent

an awareness that the various features of the caste system, such as

r

the ritual and the secular, are interconnected. Further, the politieal
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'and economic organisation is also seen to be connected witﬁ other
features of the ca&bé system. In,short; the various aspects of caste
system need to be étudied as a whole since they are integrated into

a system viz. the caste system. As such it would be fatal to isolate
a singie aspect, however important it may be, for analysis and try

to explain the caste system in 1lts terms. So many authors have realised
that the various aspects of caste system are 1ﬁterccnnected énd that
they act and 1ntera§f~on each other, rendering the caste éystem very
complex. By and large it is felt that the caste system is an all
pervading'force, leaving no feature of human 1ife in India untouched.
Thus interpersonal and intergroup relations are mainly dictated by the
caste system. Likewlse caste has a stamp of 1ts own ont he political
and economic organigation in India. In the sphere of bellef and |
ldeology, notwithstanding th§ modern forces and movements, caste

seems to have left an indelible mark on the minds of the people. In '
fact ceste can be regarded as ﬁoulding people's thinking; 1deology
and behavior in a very significant manner. It is small wouder then
that the authors by and large feel that the prospects and possibilitiles
of change in the caste system as such are notparticularly bright. |
Sometimes one may be prone to mix‘ﬁp what ought to be and what is.
Significantly enough, the authors seem to have avoided this fallacy
in so far as theyAare‘very clear in mind as to what is. It is true
that authors have‘sqggqsted solutions of the caste problem. waever;
even in doing:go, they seem to be completely mindful of the realities

of the caste system.x_?harefore the solutlons suggested have been
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either plecs-meal, affecting certain facets of the caste system only
or very radical in the sense that a total change in prescribed to

warrant a change in the caste system.
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ABSTRACTS OF IMPORTANT WORKS ON CASTE
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ACHARYA (HEMALATA) * Caste in an Immigrant Artisan Community *.
Sociological Bulletin, Vol. IV, No.2, Sept. 1955, pp. 129-138

The Author utilizes the concepts of Homaus; how a migrated
ceste maintained its " internal relations " while successfully
adopting the new values ( external relations) in the situation
arising out of culture-contact.
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AIYAPPAN (A.} " Caste and Joint Family in Tamiload " -
Social.B. (Bombay) 4(2) September 1955, 177-~i22 pp.

There have been many forces working in the breaking down
of caste system and joint family like urbemnization, education,
new ideologies. Yet the sentiment of caste and Jjoint family
have remeined more or less unaffected as is revealed by a survey
made by the author {in Madras city). Caste is yet the sole
determinent in the choice of mates.
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ANSART (G.) "™ Muslim Caste in India " - Eagterm Anthropology,
9(2) December 1955 - February 1956; lo4-1ll Dpp.

Though Islam preaches the essential quality of all humen
beings, there is a fixed system of hierarchy amongst the Muslims
in India. Shurafa or Ashraf are high caste Muslims. They regard
themselves superior because of their foreign origin, (Turkey,
Persia, Aiabia}. Next stand high caste Hindu converts. Then
ocoupational caste, and in the last stand Lal-Begi, the sweepers.

Both hierarchy and endogamy among the Indian Muslims display
the features of a caste system. They are more or less stratified
in status groups.
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AROKIASWAMI (M.} ™ Caste in South Indie " - Tamil Culture
3{3-4), October 1.954: 326-330 Dp.

Even Lefcre the advent of Aryans there were castes in
South India. Actually the caste system developed 1n South India
*  the wake of development of functions. The development of
cagstes 1u South India was not due to Brahmanlic influence.

BACHENHEIMER {R.) " Theclogy, Eccnomy and Dem®graphy:
A Study of Caste in an Indlan Village ". lo p.

The present study was made in a village in western Andhra,
The villeze hed a total population of about 8oo pecple belonging
to elghteen different castes. The absence of caste rilvalry in
the village is reportel and the author ascribes it to tha’following
factors or rather tc the interplay of them. In the first place
there is slmest a complete absence of Brahmins in the village and
the presernce cf a rslatively large number of Lingayats in the
village. The authcr rTegards Lingayatism as a cult emphasising
essential equnlity of all the Lingayats., Seccnd, the sparseness
of the population end third, the persistent widespresd poverty of
the people are the factors responsible for the abssence of caste .
rivalries in the village.
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’ BAILEY {F.G.) ™ Caste and the Economic Fontier *
Indian Branch Oxford University Press, Bombay I, 1958: 292 pp.

Caste system organizes rituel, economic, political and
soclial status in Society. More often than not, there is a
correspondence between the different statuses lald down by the
caste system. Thus these who cccupy a higher status ritually,
also tend to possess higher economic and political status.
What would happen to the caste system, if such corresvondence
were to be disturbed by the operation of external forces 1s the
subject matter of this study. A village in western Orissa was chosen
to study the impact on caste of the widening frontiers - economic
and administrative. The equilibrium of the caste systen gets
disturbed, affecting power relations in the community. The
possibilities of social mobility end their limitations arising from
the factors of localisation and the practice of untouchabtllity
arc highlighted. Mobility assumes a group nature in the eontext
of the caste system., Even conversion dces not guarantee & higher
social status in the ease of untouchables. Varna schems of
classification is abandoned by the author in favour of the Jatl
scheme of classificatlon for the purpose of this study.
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BEALS (ALAN R.) ™ Correlates of Caste Rankings in a Myscre

Village " Symposium on Soclal Structure and Sociel Change in
Indlia at Chicago. 7 p.

This is a methodclogical paper, wherein the author has
ettempted to make a meaningful eomparison of caste rankings.
With this end in view a consistency measure is worked out
between the following criteria of ranking viz. (1) Ceremonial
ran: , {(2) Land tax, (3) Literacy, (4) Size, (5) Sociametric
status, (6) Unskilled Labour, (7) Urban cccupation, (8) Farms
own land and {9) Net rank. Curiously enough the author admits
that the use of such a correlational technique lends tc & loss
of precisiocn.

BHATT (G.S.) "™ The Chamar of Lucknow " - Eastern
Anthropology, 8(1), September-November 1954: 27-41l pp.

An accupation&l caste assoclated with leather work.
Scme of the Chamar:s claim descent from the Rajputs. The
femilial) structura is patrilineal. No objection to polygamy,
and yet there ere very few polygr.ous families. There is
sub-caste endogamy. Divorce allowed, but the incidence is law.
Rank is determined by wealth, education and government service.
» Beyond the sub-caste the ocommonsality observance beoccmes more
important ", Reformist movements are in evidence. The panchayat

exerts soclal control.
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BHOWMICK (P.K.) and BHATTACHARYA (BINOY) ~ " Caste,
Occupation and Status " - Man in India, Vol. 37, No.I,
January-March 1957

The authors have shown how an occupationally displaced
caste could be induced to learn a new trade even at the point
of breaking caste norms.
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BOSE (N.K.) " Caste in India " -~ Man in India, 31 (3 & 4)
July-December 1951: 107-123 pp.

The author disccunts the political, the racial, the
philosophical and geographical interpretations glven by many
thinkers to explain tbe vitality of the functionlng of caste
in Indie. Economlc orgenization has been well taken cars of
by the caste system. Likewise caste offers psychological
security to individuals. Subordination of the interests of
the individual to that of the ccllectivity bas been smoothly

attained by the caste system. All these explain the vitality of
the system.
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BOSE (N.K.) ™ Some Aspects of Caste in Bengal " -
Man in India, Vol. 38, No. 2, January-March 1958:

This study deals with the impect of modern forces 1l.e.
politicel, economlical and other reforms on the structure of
caste in Bengal. It shows how castes maintained * endogamic "
character inspite of the chapges in the occupational pattern
(supported by wide cholice of tables). In its turn this process
is helped by the * pluralism of falths in Hindu soclety " to
retain and perpetuate " cultural pluralism ".
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CARSTAIRS (MORRIS G.) [The Twice Born
The Hogarth Press. London 1957: 343 pp.

The rcle played by caste in the formetion of the
personality of the high caste Hindus has been analysed.
Ceste acts as a restricting force as far as personal

ambltions are concerned. Caste provides a sort of
boundery-meintaining system, within wich an individual
has to operate by and large.
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TUTULHART (RUX.) 7 A Survey of Social Statification in Indls =
Oriental Institute, M.U.5. Barode, Vol. VI, No.I,

=
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The suincy amployed the Marxlian idea that economic structure
defines the polltlcel structure. He glves the historical development
of ® Varna Class . U

inte ® Varna Caste ¥ ji.e. the transgition from

Rgvsaa dall 5o the Crcss comparison of world

Hinzs.
civilisations has been attempted to reinforce the theslis that

" caste 1s nothing but a 3o0cial class *,
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GHAUHAN {3.Re) ¢ Receant Trends smong Depressed classes in

Rejasthan 7 Agrs University J. Research {(Lett.) Vol. III,
Decenber, 1955, 158-161 pp.

A desize among the dopressed classes in Rajasthan to raise
themselves collectlively by adcopting names belonging to higher

castsgs. As a result of this collective effort caste solidarity

has lncressed. Changes in caste status are attained by a change

in focd habit, by giving up a certaln type of work, and by marriage

and ownership». Religion has been used as a means to thils end,
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COHN (BERNARD S.) " Madhopur Revisited " The Economic Weekly
11(28,29,30), July 1959: 966 p.

The impaat of legislation on caste structuring of
relationships has bsen forcefully dbrought out in a restudy of
a village in the Uttar Pradesh in India. The economic, occupational
and power correlates of caste were altered due to tenancy legislation.
This has been demonstrat~l with reference to the changes that came
about in the relationships of the three castes ~ the landlords and
the virtual rulers, a clean but low Hindu caste and an untoucheble
caste. The untouchables were the gregtest sufferers due to their
economic piight 0
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COHN (BERNARD S.) " Some Notes on Law and Changs in North
India ". (pp.24).

Attitude towards lew 1s determined by the total set of values
accepted by a people. In India, where the caste-system dominates
the social life, it 1s small wonder if the modern law which
recognizes the essential equality of all human beings 1s felt to
be repugnant by the disputants. The author points out with
reference %o the situation in a North Indian village how the
dominant caste plays the role of adjudicator effectively. In case
the dominant caste belongs to the proper kingly caste viz. the
Kshatriya caste, then i1ts power to adjudicate and settle disputes
comes to be unquestioned. It is true that fissures have been made
in the earlier method of settling disputes. But even then caste

is the most important sgency of settling disputes.
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COHN (BERNARD S.) Based on Reports by - " The Chaning Status
of a Depressed Caste " The american Anthropologist, 57(3) Part 2.
Memolir No. 83, June 1955: 53-77 pp.

The possibilities of a change in the status of a depressed
caste are discussed with reference to a village in the United
Provinces in India. The Chamars are fighting for better status
and are adopting the cultural features discarded by the Thakurs

(high caste). The higher castes are being secularized. The
economic, the politicel and ideological factors have rendered
possible improvement in the status of the chamarés

COON (CARLETON S.) A Reader in Genmeral Anthrcpology -
Henry Hold & Go. N.Y. 1948,

" Caste and Village Organization in a Community of Northern India "
by OPLER (MORRIS E.) and SINGH (RUDRA DUTT) 464-496 py.

The authors have studled a nopthern Indian village with a
view to anelyse the functioning of the caste system. The relation-
ship existing between caste, occupation and status in the village
has been erxamined. It has been reported that imitation of thLe

Brahmanic model of conduct gnd behaviour is a source of statuu
to other cestes. The traditional arrangement of interdependence
within the various castes is practised end jealously guarded.
The authors point out how the word " untouchable " is misleading

for the " untouchables " are an integral part of the system.
Social mobility and possibilities of the same have been examined.

Soclal mobility within the caste system is usually the fesult
of group action, and occurs when the ruling body of a Jati feels
strong enough to assert itself. The Jajmani system reflecis the

caste lnterdependence., Castes that become disfunctional must
migrate.



70

DAMLE (Y.B.} " Caste in India " - Journal of the University
of Poona, Humenities Section No. 7, 1956: 89-92 pp-

Structural approach is needed to make a study of caste
meaningful. Thus caste has to be snalysed with reference to
the theories of Rebirth and Karma.
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DAMLE (Y.B.) * Caste in Maherashtra " - Journal of the
University of Poona, Humanities Section, No. 9, 1958: 87«98 pp.

The role played by caste in determining occupation, education,
interperéonal and intergroup’relations in Mmsharashtra has been
analysed by the author on the bases of field studies made in Meha~
rashtra. The inesoapable conclusion is that caste is a major
determinant of human interaction in Male rashtra. |

DAMLE (Y.B.} and KARVE {IRAWATI) - Intergroup Rélgtions in
Rural Commupities. To be shortly published by the Deéééﬁ College,
Poona &, lo7 pp-

This 1s a methodological lnvestigation designed to study
intergroup relations in some villages of the Bombay State. The
major hypothesis is that Xinship, Caste and Locality,constitute
the important bases of human loyalties., Im terms of the field
ressarch findings the authors stress the importance of caste as
a major determinant of inter-personel and inter-group relations.
Interaction needs to be studied rather than attitudes and opinions
to understand the working of caste, The authors have placed
feliance on studying interaction, though they have tried to elicit
attitudes and opinions of people with reference to inter-caste

pelations of various types. In fact the authors stress the
importance of interpreting ettitudes in the light of interaction.



DATTA {J.M.) ® Proportion of Brahmans in India's Populaticn
is decreasing ". Modern Review (Calcutta) 103(3), March 1958:
230~38 ppe.

The proportion of non-Brahman Hindus as & whole between 1891
and 1931 bas decreased by 5.6%, that of Brahmans during the same
period by 15.1%. While total population of India increased by
20.95%, during this period, the Brahmins increased by 2.80% only.

This slower growth of Brahmans possibly helped them to maintain
their religious conservation and to follow tradition occupations.

Reasons for slower growth, {1) proportion of widows is higher
and that of females is less among the Brahmans, (II) religious
mendicents, sadhus and Brahmacharis, in large proportions are
recruited from the Brahman males, (III) the fcod habit 1s confined
to fewer items. It is being belleved that a varied diet helps the
growth of populatlion.

DUBE (S.C.) ™ A Deccan Villege " - Economic Weekly,
6(19-20) 8th and 15th Mey 1954: 526-29, 553-554 pp. {Field work -
in Dewara, " a mixed village " in Adilabad district in Hyderabad) .

Family - most important unit of soclial organization. Both
agnatie and affinal ties are important. (The concept of " linked
families " is utilized to designate such ties). Caste panchayet
figures prominantly.
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DUBE (S.C.) " Cultural Factors in Rural Community
Development " The Journal of Asian Studies 16(1), November 1956 :
19-=30 pp.

Amongst the several factors that impede the programmes of
rural community development, caste or rather the ignoring of the
cagte relationship is an important one. Neglect of this factor
proves fatal to the implementation of the programmes.
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DUBE (S.C.) "Indla's Changing Villages " Rontledge and XKegan
Paul, Ltd., London, 1958: 230 pp.

Evaluation of the success of a Community Development Project
in Western Uttar Pradesh has been the aim of this study. The author
stresses the keyrole played by caste in village organization. Caste
is both a cohesive and a divisive force. The success or otherwise
of a Community Development Progremme, hinges in no small way on
giving dus consideration to the force of ceaste. Thus in the choice
of the personnel for implementing the programme, speclal care
has to be taken not to harm the caste susceptibilities of people.
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DUBE {S.C.) Indian Village Rontledge and Kegan Paul . Ltd..
London 1955: 248 pp.

Any descrijtion of village social organization in Indla must
give due weight to the role played by caste. Caste determined
ritual, economic and social hierarchies. The interdependence
between castes and distance between castes has been analysed.

The Varna scheme of classification is felt to have a restricted
validiity 4in delinating the relative positions of castes in
reality.

DUMONT (LOUIS) & POCOCK {D.) Ed. Contribut:ons to Indian
Sccliology ™ A.M. HOCART on Caste-Rellgion and Power " 2,
April 1958 Monton & Co. Paris-The Hague: 45-63 pp.

The central point of the caste system lies in the concept
of sacrifice. The concept of dominant caste was properly
appreclated by Hocart. The structural consistency of Varna and
Jati was pcinted out by Hocart. The integral nature of secular
and rituel veslues in India was grasped by Hocart.
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DUMONT (LOUIS) & POCOCK (D.) Ed. Contributions to Indian

Sociology, "Commented Summary of the first part of Bougle's
Essays" 2, April 1958, Mouton & Co., Paris - The Hague: 31-Ll pp.
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Bougle's contribution lies 1in his understanding of the
esrence of the caste system. Bougle pinpointed the essence of
the castesystem as that of hierarchical arrangement based on
ritual purity and the congsequent division of labour. Social
precendence is determined less by the utility or difficulty of
occupations than by thelr relative purity or impurity. Caste

system is characterlzed by repulslon.

DUMONT (LOUIS) & POCOCK (D.) Ed. Contributions to Indian

Soclology & BOUGLE (C.), "The Essence amd Reality of the Caste
System", 2. April 1958, Mouton & Co., Paris - The Hague; 7-30 pp.

Indlan caste system 1s characterized by hereditary
speclialization, hlererchical organization and reciprocal
repulsion. Synthesis of feature of caste system of India.
The nearness of Brahmins has been the measure of esteem of
castes In India. Restrictions on social relations are

carried to thelr loglcal extreme for the fear of pollution.
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D'SOUZA (VICTOR S.) " Caste in India " ~ Journal of the
University of Poona, Humenities Section No. 7, 1955: 80-88 pp.

A distinction 1s mad: DYetween caste as a principle or
soclel stratification and caste as a social problem. The author
thinks that the former has assumed much greater importance today
even when caste has ceased to be a principle of social
stratificrtior .

EPSTEIN (SCARLETT) " Industrial Employment for Landless
' Labourers only " - The Economlic Weeklvy 11{28,29,30), July 1959:
967972 pp.

The author points out how untouchabllity as a social
evil can be eradiceted cnly by Tfeacilitating migration of the
untcuchables to urban areas by giving them sultable employment.
Problem of preductivity cf factories 1s linked up with absenteciam
and which in its turn 1s linked up with stake in lend.
Untouchables hardly have any stake in land. Therefore, the solution
tc their problem lies in migration. This has been demonstrated
with reference te a study made near Mysore,
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FUCHS (STEPHEN) " The Scavengers of the Nimar District in
Madhya Pradesh " Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Aslatic
Society 27 (Part II), 1951-52: 86~88 pp.

A descriptive study of the swoepers cf the Nimar District
has been mede with reference tc the caste organization, marriage,
employment eand economic position. The greatest source of swelling
of the membership of this caste 1s the process of outcasting. The
author remerks that untouchabllity i: of urban origin.
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GHURYE (G.S-) Caste and Class in Indis - Popular Book
Depot. Bombay. 1957: 316 pp-.

Problems of origin and development o0i caste in India are
discussed. The Racial theory of caste is :xamined by the authocr.
The recent changes in the functloning of tho caste system in India
are analysed. The author concludes that cas"e has not dissppeared.
On the cother hand there are indlications that caste is assuming
features of a class system. The author has sugsgested several
remedies fcr the annihilation of caste.

76



GILBERT (WILLIAM H.Jr.) ™" The Sinhalese Caste~-System of Central
and Southern Ceyicn " - The Ceylon Historical Journal 2(3 & 4),
1983: 295~336 P,

The impact ¢f the Indian caste system is quite discernible
in the working of the caste system in Ceylcn with special reference
to the ritual ranking cn the basis of caste and the functioneal
interdependence of ceastes. Concept cof pollution too played a
vital role in segregating pecple in Ceylon.

GIST (NOEL P.) " Caste Differentials in South India "
American Sociological Review, 19(2), February 1954: 126-137 pp.

Caste is a divisive force and enables people tec maintain
social distance. How pervasive the caste system is Iin South
India hes been studies in respect of caste differentials and
occupation, education, demographic characteristics, migration,
intermarriage and intracity mobility with reference to the city
of Mysore and Bangelore. AQuestionnaire method was used. Even
though the suthor finds difficulty in the precise division of
the varicus castes lnto categories, a fourfold categorisation is
felt to be useful. By and large caste differentisls do emerge in
respect of the items mentioned above.,
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GOUGH {KATHALEEN E.} " Brahmaen Kinship in & Tamil Village "
American Anthropologist 58{5), Octcocber 1956: 826-853 pp.

Differences in kinship system stem out cf differences in the
caste status. Thus the Brahmans of Tanjore District have a
different kinship system from that ¢f the Adi Dravidas. This
seems to rest on two sete of factors: first, the Brahmans'
cccupations, means of subsistence, and position in the scale of
ranked status; and secont, certain moral values deriving from the
Sanskrit religions tradition, of which they are the main carriers.
The analysis presented ir. the article seeks to establish this
proposition on the basis of a field study.
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L GOUGH (KATHALLEN E.) Caste in a Tangpre Village
.‘First Chapter only MS unpublished 87 pp. '

A v1llage 1n Tanjore has been studied where, the Brahmins

have been the dominant caste, The changes 1n the fortune of the
dominant caste end their impact on caste relationship 1s the subjeet
of analysis. The dominant caste in this. partieular case being
"Brahman,rltual status comprises of econonmic, political and
administrative power, What pracisely happens if therse is a
© 8hift in. the secular status of the dominant caste has heen studied.
The complicating factor in this case was the unchangeability of
ritual status.{ Therafore,‘adimiaution of secular status of the
Brehmans didn't-mean a_sérioﬁs.depletion of their influence in:

the villege. Thus disputes amongst lower castes continued to be
vgettled by the Brahmans. Education and occupation aiéé lent support
to thé'B;ahmans.. ‘It is true that the Brahmans were deprived of
thelr formal juridical euthority.. Caste came to be the Limitlng
factor in economic bursu;bso._Thererwas a decline in the economic
position of the Brahmans,'with its consegquences on other -aspects

of their life. Yet due to the firm ritual _status, the Brahmans
frcould maintain the racade of power and influence.
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GQUGH ABERLE (E.KATHLEEN) " Criteria of Caste Ranking in
South India " Man in India 33(2), April-June 1959: 115-126 pp.

Amongst the various criteria of socilal stratification such
as age, sex, ritual value, authority, education and personal
qualities, ostensibly people in villages of South India usually
refer to ritual rank when they speck of higher and lower castes.
However, the ritual rank reflects economic and political rank too.
The author contends that ritual rank is more often than not a
reflection of economic and political rauvk. The study 1s made with
special reference to Kerala and the Tanjcre district of Madras.
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GOUGH (KATHALEEN E.) " The Social Structur» of a Tanjore
Village " The American Anthropologist, 57(3) Parc 2, Memoir No.83,
June 1955: 36-52 pp.

Economic changes and changing ideology are bound *o affect
the caste relations traditionally determined. Thus in a Tanjore

.Village the vicissitudes of the fortumnes of the Brahmin caste are

described with reference to economic changes as evidenced by a
shift in the ownership of land, emergence of new occupations etc.
and the contact with new ideology viz. the egalitarian ideas.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA - Leadershlp and Groups in a South Indian
Villege. P.E.0. Publication No. 9. Planning Commission Programme
Evaluation Organization, New Dehli, 1955: 134 pp.

Amongst the factors to be contended with in the programmes

of communlity development, an important place has to be given to
the alignment of groups and leaderships. Therefore, factions and
their leaders need to be studied. The present study was made in

@ village near Mysore. The village,selected for the study wes
almost a single caste village, for there were 126 Vokkallge
households cmongst the’135 households, all the rest belonging to
Harijans. There was no Jajmanl system in operation, the various
services needed'by the Vokkalliga families e.g. that of washerman
and barber being performed by the Harljans of a neighbouring
villege. The caste distribution being such as it was; the factions
were not bas d on caste distinction. Major factions were confined
to the Vokkaliga caste. As for the other caste there were minor
leader amongst it, who didn't count for much in the power position.
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GUHA (U.) & KAUL (M.N.) "™ A Group Distance Study of the Castes
of U.P. " Bulletin of the Department of Anthropology 2{2), July 1953:
11-32 PO,

Measuring of social distance between castes is a method of
analysing 1interaction amongst castes. Study is n°de with reference
to certain villagec 1in U.P. A sort of scale emerges with reference
to the various types of relationships entered into by the various
castes with each other. Thus merriage marks the closest type of
relationship, while having nothing to do with each other signifies
the least relationship. Caste stereotypes are brought out.
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GUPTA (R.) " Caste ranking and intercaste relations among the
Muslims of a villsgc in North-Western U.P. "™ - Eastern
Anthropology lo{l), September-November 1956, 30-42 pp.

The emergence of the caste system amongst the Muslims can be
readily explained in terms of foreign rulers and the local converts.
In the top - Muslims of foreign origin. Then came ruling castes,
Brahmin converts, agriculturists, craftsmen etc. in descending order.
Muslim Caste system entalls caste endogamy and rating of occupation
into high and low and clean and unclean. But less rigid caste
system, in comparison to the Hindus.
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HARRISON (SELIG So) ™ Caste and the Andhra Communists " -
The Amerisan Political Seience Review - 1(2), June 1956:
378-404 pp.

The Role played by caste in India in its political 1life is
8Cc great that even the Communists are found to exploit it to their
advantage. The author makes a study ot the post-independence
electicn in Andhra and establishes the above proposition.
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{5.Mo) CASTE Methuen end Co., Ltd., London 1950: 157 pp.

Jor e proper study of casts it is extremely essential to take
into account as to waat people feel about the system. Caste is
@zeally linked up with thes concept ¢f sacrifice. Social

1z based on the right to sacrifice. The Ksha triyas

who warsg Uz kings were the topmost sacrificers. The Brahmins
ofiicieted at the samcrifices, Sociel precedence had to do a

great dscl with one's connection with wacrifice. The seemingly
gocnowle functions hed a ritual basis. All services were thcse of
g pricat.- higher or lower. The racial thecry and the occupational

Y

thzowy of ceste s successe’ully refuted ly the authors: Castes are
nucthing iy Tamiiles to whom various offices in the ritual are
Tha fourfolid division of caste is well

order, hadbltation areas in e city, division

¢f lebounr ebe. The ¥ingly caste plays a pivotal role by meintaining
savoand crdaer, e 1roousting end much more s¢ by effectively

“ho link bstween man and the God, The concept of
eaquivalent to chet ¢of the Romen Imperium. Caste
wiliod propeniy by making a comparetive study of neighbouring
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HOCART (A.M.) CASTE,Methuen and Co., Ltd., London 1950: 157 pp.

For a proper study of caste it is extremely essential to take
into account as to what people feel about the system. Caste 1is
integrally linked up with the concept of sacrifice. BSocial
hierarchy 1s based on the right to sacrifice. The Ksha triyas
who were the kings were the topmost sacrificers. The Brahmins
officlated at the sacrifices. Social precedence had to do a
great deél with one's connection with sacrifice. The seemingly
economic functlons hed a ritual basis. All services were thcse of
a priest.- higher or lower. The racisl theory and theioocnpational
theory of caste 1s success™ully refuted Ly the author. Castes are
ncthing but families to whom various offices in the ritu;;jtgb

assigned by heredity. The fourfold division of caste is well
exempliified in social order, habitation areas in a city, division
of labour etc. The kingly caste plays a piéotal role by maintaining
law and order, by nrcnoting and much more s¢ by effectively
mainteining the link between men and the God. The concept of
Kshatra is more equivalent to that of the Romen Imperium. Caste

can be studied properly by making a comparative study of neighbouring
countries. ‘
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KAPADIA {K:.M.) Ed."A Note on Change in the Caste "
DAMLE (Y.B.) & DESAI (I.P.) Ghurye Felicitation Voiume,
Prpular Book Depct, Bombay 19654: 266-276 pp.

The chenges that have occured in the caste have not been
of such a nature as to effect the caste system, Moreover the
forces which are normelly assumed tc bring about change in the
caste system such as eduodtionﬂ industrialisation, inter-caste
marriages have failed to do so. If caste remains unchanged in
1ts essentials inspite of so many modifications, would it be proper
tc describe caste as a structure.

KAPADIA (K:.M.) Ed. " Caste &nd Rece " by MAJUMDAR {D.N.)
Ghurye Felicitation Volume, Popular Book Depot, Bombay 1954:
205-225 pp.

The higher castes are connected with land as owners or with
superior rights over 1t, those of the artisans who are considered
indispensable to social economy come next in importance end the
lower artisans are kept at a distance for sccial economic purposes.
There seems to be a correlation between the order of social
preeedence and anthropometric and serological statuses in some
parts of India. By and large caste and race are interrelated.
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KAPADIA (K.M.) Ed. " The Hypergamy of the Petidars " by
POCOCK (D.F.), Ghurye Felicitation Volume, Popular Book Depot,
Bombay 1954: 195-204 pp-

Internal mobllity within a caste is facilitated by hypergamy.
Hypergamy renders pcssible isolation of individual femilies within
a caste from the rest of the families. This has been shown with
reference to the Patidars, an agricultural caste in Gujarat.
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Dr. (Mrs.) KARVE (IRAWATI) " The Cultural Process in Indis "-
Society in India -~ Edited by A. AIYAPPAN end L.K. BALA RATNAM -
Pp. 29-48, October 1956,

The peculiar philosophical heritage of India viz. the
possibility of seeing through appearances is reflected in diversities
that can exist side by side in respect of ethical motions, art
forms and aesthetlics, social organi~ation etc. The casts system
is perfectly congruous with the philosupunicel system. Migration
facilitated lack of fusion. Ethnic differences have also been
respcnsible for the rise and maintenance of the caste system with
all its differences.
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KARVE {IRAWATI) " What is Caste ? " - The Economic Weekly
16(4,5,6,14,26,27,28) January, March, July 1.958: 125-138; 40l-407,
881-888 pp. and 11(4,5,6), January 1959: 149-163 pp.

What 1s caste is sought to be analysed in terms of endogamy,
territoriasl extens’on and restriction, occupation, status ranking,
special cultural ieatures prevailing in India. The author contends
that caste i1s eritended kin and is an endogamous unit. The mis-
conception about sub-caste 1s sought to be cleared away.
Territorial extention and restriction of caste es a functioning
sociologica’ reality relses problems about the usefulness of Varna
system of :lassification. Though occupation forms a msjor correlate
of caste, any divergence between the two does not affect the endo-
gamous uature of caste. Caste 1s one of the major determinants
cf stetus in Hindu soclety. In this context the Varna system of
classification is discussed and found to be partially useful,
Cest decides the nature of interaction in Indiea interpersonal
+nd intergroup. The system of philosophy, vedantic thought and
the upkolding of different alternative paths to salvation, the
metaphysics of reblirth and the doctrine of Karma facilitate,
rationalise and encoursge usapareatness which is the keynote of
the caste system, despite economic and functional interdependence
between different castes.



KUPPUSWAMY (B.) "™ A Statistical Study of Attitudes to the
Caste System in South India " - The Journal of Psychology 42, 1956:
169=206 pD.

The present study reports the opinion among the college youth
in Madras with respect to the variaus aspects of the problem of
caste. The cleavage between the Brahmin and non-Brahmin opinion
about the satlsfactorliness or otherwise  the caste system 1s
pronouneed. Sox too makes for a differential. Other factors such
as family orientation, residence, occupation etc. have also been
studied.
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LEWIS (OSCAR) Group Dynamics in a North-Indian Village."
Programme Evaluation Organization Planning Commission, Government
of India, New Delhi 1954: 48 pp.

Group alignments in a villaga are govefned by kinship and
caste. The alignment of castes factionwise, depends upon the
power structure of castes. Thus in the village studied, a Jat
Village from Northern-India minority castes had to align them-
selves in such a manner that their interests would not be harmed.
The Brahmins for instance aligned themselves with the dominant
Jat caste. Likewise the Ghamars had to align themselves on the
side of Jat factions so0 as to serve their ends. The dominant caste
and the role played by it is well brought out.
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LEWIS (OSCAR) and BARNOUW (VICTOR) " Caste and the Jajmani
System in a North Indian Village " - The Scientific Monthly 83(2),
August 1956: 66~8l1 pp.

The Jajmani system has been greatly eulogised by many authors.
It is the contention of the authors of this article that the
Jajmenl System has many defects too, based as it is on the
inequities of the caste systém. The authors analyse the relation-
shlp between ritusl and secular status within the caste system.

MAHAR (P.M.} ™ A Multiple Sealing Technique for Caste Ranking "
Man in India 39(2), April~June 1959: 127-147 pp.

The ritual distance between castes 1s sought to be measured
by adopting scale analysis in a village in the Uttar Pradesh,
India.



MAJUMDAR (D.N.) Caste and Communication in an Indian Villege.
Asia Publishing House, Bombay 1958: 358 pp.

The importance of analysing the group orlentation of
individuals in India is stressed wlth reference to a study made
of & village in the U.P. in India. Caste is the most important
group. Caste facilitates 1nterdépandence between persons, econonmic,
ritual and social. Likewise caste also spells segmentation or
society. Mobllity within caste is more of a horizontal nature

than that of a vertical type, though process of isogamy within
a caste 1s also to be seen at work.
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MAJUMDAR (D.N.), PRADHAN {M.C.) and MISRA (S.) = " Inter-
caste relations in Gokhen Rallan - a Village nesar Lucknow " -

Eastern Anthropology, 8(3 and 4), March-August 1955: 191-214 pp.

Relations between castes in a rural areas are standardised.
As a result - greater measure of stability in social reletionships.
Highest in hierarchy ~ Brahmins. The Thakurs, who are most in-
fluentlal group of people regard themselves inferior only to
Brahmins. Last stand the untouchables. The relationship of the
different castes to each other are described through a net-work
of different occasions in like, like birth, 'mundan', marriage,
death devotional singing and narration etc. Both cooperation and
oonflict in the relationships are evident. Leadership - with higher

castes. Economic interdependence and cooperation between differeqt
castes. |
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MANDELBAUM (DAVID G.) The System of Caste in Ind139 Part X.
Unpublished MS. 148 pp.

Caste order 1s analysed with reference to the caste in India,
the peculiarities of the local setting, interdependence of castes,
significance of the local social order, ritual and seculer criteria
for rank order and the interplay of ritual and secular forces.

The study is based on published and unpublished materiasl. The author
attempts to give an overall survey of the caste order in India. A
caste system 1s one kind of social system and related to cultural
system. The study primarily describes conditions as they exist

in rural India. The influence of the local setting on caste relation-
ships has been forcefully pointed out. The nature of caste
loyalties described. The economic and rituel interdependence
between castes has been analysed with reference to the Jajmeni
system prevailing in India, whether or not such a nomenclature

is given to the fuctional interdependence of castes. Occupationul
specialisation hinges on two things, 1) the possesslion of

specific skills and, 2) the religlous sanctions behind occupations.
Yet there is a wide area of occupational activity é.g. agriculture
which can be taken up by both high and low castes. The concept

of pollution is extremely crucial in the determination of ritual
rank., The ¢t - i.sen ritual and secular forces has been
emphasised to pinpoint the fact of social mobility within the caste
system. Thus political intervention can help ralse the ritual status
of a low caste. |
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MARRIOTT (McKIM) " Caste Ranking and Community Structure in
Five Reglions of Indie and Paklstan " Bulletin of the Deccan College
Research Institute 19(162), 1958: 31-105 pp.

Problem of caste ranking cen be best tackled in the context
of the lccal and reglopal structures. The concept elaborate has
been intrcduced by the esuthor with reference to caste ranking.

The keynote of elaborateness is the extent to which numerous

ranks may be consensually distinguished among ethnic groups. The
method followed is that of hypothetical deductive analysis.
Elaborateness of caste ranking depends on four sets of factors viz.
{1) number of lccal ethnic groups - the greater its number the
greater the possibllity of elaboratiitue , (2) correlative
stratified interact:ny among ethnic groups -~ interaection is of
crucial importance, (3) consistency among individuels in stratifled
interaction - in the absence of consensus as to caste gtandings
there can be no caste ravking «t ell. (4) =aenavgtion from in-
consistent interaction elsewhere. These four determinants of
elaboratenegs of caste ranking are examined with reference to

give regions - (1) Upper Ganges, (2) Bengal Delta, (3) Middle
Indus, (4) Kerala and (5) Coromandel of India and Pakistan.

The hypothesis has been established. The author also dlscusses
the problem of the origin of caste. The communities of the Indus
and of the South at the disparate times, may have provided
structural elements nearly equally appropriate to the development
of caste ranking in view of the operation of the four determinents

listed above. Of course as for the later univerasal features

of caste ranking go, they can be explained in terms of increasing
contact between persons of the various regions.



MARRTOTT (McKIM) " The Interactional and Attributional Theories
of Caste Ranking " Man in Indla 39(2), April~June 1959: 92=107 -

Attributional theory of caste ranking regerds behaviour or
atiributes of caste as the major determinant of caste ranking.
Tae author characterizes theories of caste ranking right from the
Brahmenic theory to those offered by Sociologists as attributionel .
Attributional theory is criticlzed on the ground that it is really
applicable mainly to the topmost and the lowermost custes only,
while in the middle ranges it is not applicable. This.fallacy
arises out of superficial knowledge of the working of the caste
system or due to the precccupation of the Western thinkers with
the parallel concept of class and its attributes. The author
suggests an interactional theory of caste ranking whereby it would
be possible to analyse caste as a functioning reality, emphasis
being placed not on qualities but on transaction.
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MATHUR (K.S.) " Some aspects of Social Organization in a Malwa
Village " Agra Unlversity Journal of Research 3, December 1955:
10o0=108 pp. '

Social orgenlzation is characterized by the imporitant role
played by the caste system. Thus traditional occupations as
enjoined upon by the caste pattern are followsed. The hierarchical
division of society based on caste is followed., Likewise endo-
gamous restrictions are adhered to. Peculiarly enough-the higher
castes displayed a certain meesure of llberslism of attltude,
“while the lower castes tended to be very particular about caste
restrictions. Functional interdependence amongst the various
castes ensures the stabillty of soclial organization. |
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MAVLANKAR (N.A.) " Caste System " -,Journal of the University
of Poona, Humanities Section No. 7, 1956: 98~lol pp.

Caste cannot be annihilated’by merely waging a war on the 1
ideological front. Sultable economic organizstion must be
devéloped to fight economic rivalries based on caste.
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MAYER (ADRIAN C.) Lend and Society in Malabar Oxford
University Press. London, 1952: 158 pp.

Caste 1s not merely a determinant of ritual and social
hierarchy, but it also models economic hierarchy. This has
been demonstrated with reference to a study made in Malabar,
where caste decided ritual, social and economic hierarchy. Thus
there was a correspondence between ritual, social and economic
superiority. The inroads made into the caste system by modern
technology and ideology have been described. However, the
linking of ritusl and landed power would be difficult to be undone.
Caste system is upheld by bellief in reincarnation and the
philosophy of indifference to material well-being.
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MAYER (ADRIAN C.) " Some Hierarchical Aspects of Caste "
Southwestern Journal of Anthropology 12(2), Summer 1956: 117-144 pp.

Hierarchical arrangement is the keynote of the Indlan Caste
System. Yet this hierarchy is not immutable, though it 1is vital
to the system. The paper examines the hierarchy of castes in a
single village of Central India with a view to setting out certain
features of the system and the problems connected with thelr
analysis. Criteria of ranking such as the secuiar and the ritual
have been noted and inter-relationship and divergences between
the two have been analysed. The divergences between ritual and
secular status have been seen as a major source of hierarchical
change. It has been also seen that a general rank does existe
in terms of action it has in commensale relations, in formal
terms of verbalisation it takes the shape of Varna classification.
The author finds the Varna as a useful structural concept.
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MILLAR {ERIC J.) " Caste and Territory in Malabar " -
American Anthroplogist 56(3), June 1954: 4lc-420 pp.

Territorial segmentation is a necessary correlate of & rigid
caste gystem since it promotes localized interdependen‘ relations
between castes in a limited spatial context and it supvorts the
hisrarchical order of castes by permitting greater mobility and
a greater space of lntercaste relations for these who are leading
in the caste scale. This has been demonstrated with reference to
a study in Malabar. Social changes in Malabar have been respcnsible
in reducing caste lnterdependence and alsc in affecting the long

accepted hierarchical order in certain cases.

MORRIS {E.) " Extensions of an Indian Village " - The
Journal of Asian Studies 16(1) November 1956: 5-10 pp.

Amongst many factors which extend village as a unit of
social organizstion and link it up with the external world
is also the fact of caste interdependence which ¢uts accross
village boundarles and the functioning of caste orgenizations.
This has been shown to be the case with a village in North Indila.
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MUKHERJEE (KAMKRISHNA). The Dynamics of a Rural Society =
Akademie-Verlag., Berlin, 1957: 134 pvn.

The autor is primarily interested in analysing the impact
of caste system on economic structure. This has been done with
reference to a special study of HBengal villages. Caste system
came into its own due to two sets of factors = ‘1), the provisicn
of an econcmic structure by ensuring economic interdependence
between castes and, 2}, the provision of a philoscphic=-ethical
foundation for sccial differentiation based on ceste. The
resilience «f the aaste system can in no small measure be
attributed to the way it has accommodated 1tself with the
changing economic organization. As a result by and large sccilal
and economlc strata tend to merge.
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MURPHY (GARDNER) In the Minds of Men Baslic Books,
Inc. Publishers, New York, 1953: 306 pp.

The book deels with the problem of social tensions in Indis.
Since caste is a major determinant of inter-~perscnal and inter-
group relations, the role of caste in India has been analysed
with special reference to life in villages. Likewise tensicns
which arise out of ceaste conflict have been analysed with reference
to an industrial clty in India. A study ¢f attitudes relating tw
caste has been included in the book. The guthor, however,
cautions the readers that a mere change in attitudes does not
signify a change in the working of an institution viz. the caste
in India.
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NADEL {(S.F.) " Caste and Government in Primitive Society "
Journel of the Anthropological Soclety of Bombay 8(2). "

Presenting e comparative piocture of the emergenoe of caste
end class in Africa and India, tle author observes that the
istinguishing feature of the Indian caste system lies in the mys tiocal
and religious sanctions behind the division of .labour, This feature
explains the feeling of disgust with ‘which lowly occupationa are
looked down upon. '

MAIR (B.N.) THE DYNAMIC ERAHMIN Popular Book noj
1959: 251 po.

The essence of Hindu Social System lies in the fact that the
Brahmins have regarded themselves as the keystone of tlie system
end have also been regarded as such by others due to the very
gignificant cultural role played by them once upon a time. A’
group which is the creator of culture, inevitably comes to control
the ideas and thoughts of the masses. Now this can lead to a
very bad type of exploitation. This is precisely what happened
in the case of the exploitation of the mAsses by the Bréhmins.
kven when the Brahmins ceased to pley  a cultural role, their
power to control dld not abate due to routinization of Charisma.
Wewer and newer avenues of control are exploited by the Brahmins.
The author has studied the problem with special reference to
corditions prevailing in South India.



102

NEWELL {WILLIAM Ho.) " The Brahman and Caste Isogamy in North
India " The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Iustitute of
Great Britain and Ireland 85 (I & II)? Janaury-December 1955:
10l-1l0 ppo |

The process of isogamy is due to hypergamous unions and is
feasible only in the middle strata of the caste hierarchy, wherein
status is changeable, The Varna scheme of classification misses
this important sociological fact, particularly in view of the
impress of the local idiom on the statuses of various castes.

The author describes the process of isogamy with reference
to a village in the Punjab, where castes have céased to be separate
entities as exemplified by merriage within them. However, the
Brahmans, whose status depends on birth, do not form a part of this
process inspite of the tact that they may neither be very learned
nor follow the traditional occupation Thus the status of the
highest Caste remains unaffected.
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OPLER (MORRIS E.) and SINGH (RUDRA DATT) " Two villages of
Western Uttar Pradesh {U.P.), India: Analysis of similarities and
differences™. American Anthropologist 54(2) April-June 1952: 17939¢ pp

One of the villages studied had a dominant caste, while the
other village depended on pilgrimage for its carvings and didn’t
have a dominant caste. In the tirst village the traditional caste
distance and prerogatives were being questionsd and the caste
system experienced some disturoances. In the second village,
every caste seemed to have t'ound a place in the Sun anc¢ caste rivelrie
were at thelr minimum. The article brings forth the varying caste
sltuations within the villages of the same reglon.
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ORENSTEIN (HENRY). " The role cf Leadership in the Clanging
Conditions of Caste in an Indian Village * - Seminar cn
Leadership and Political Instituticns in India - 15 p.

The basic postulate of the paper is +the changing village.
A villsge~ that has been under the impact of technolcgical change
viz. irrigation has been studied. Leadership in the 'rillage has
been described in detail. The only kind of leadership that can
bring about change in the caste situation is the unofiicial active
type of lesdership. Any officlal type ol leadership, whethLer active
or passive, simply perpetuates the caste inequalities, largely
because of the fact that such leaders themselves belong to the
higher castes. And in-sc-far-as unofticiel leadership is of
a passive type, 1t canno® do anything to change the caste situation.
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PARK 'RICHARD L.) & TINKER (IRENE) Ed. Leadership and
Political Institutions in India; Princeton University Press,
Princeton, New Jersey 1959, ORENSTEIN (HENRY) " Leadership and
Caste 1in a Bombay Village " 415-426 pp.

Disorgenlzation arising out of technologicel change and
the impact of new ideas hag been discussed with roference to a
village in the Bombay State, Caste is also artectod thereby.
Formel and informal leadership is discussed with ref=srence to
caste. The fissures in the caste are plugged by the cverall
supremacy of the caste structure.

PARTHASARATHY (V.S.) " Caste in a South Indian Textile kill " -
Economic Weekly, 10(33), 16th August 1958, 1o83-1086 pv.

Hari jans were the earliest entrants to the mill, and, due
to their presence, the high castes, at early steges ' avolded to
work there. Later on, the worsened employment situation in the
city compelled the high castes to enter the mill as labourers,
though Brahmins end Lingayats mainly constituted the white collar
level of the mill. It is uswel to find Brahmin living next door
to low caste family in the labour housing colony.

Individual actions in employment relations ars explained on
the basis of intercaste griev&ncasa The sex code 1is more strict
among the higher castes., Among the lower castes 1t is not strict.
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PATNATK (N.) " Caste and Occupetion in Rural Orissa "
Man in India, 34(4) December l954: 257~270 pp.

Barpali Police Station containing 77 villagés is studied.
Rigid caste system. No case of intermarrying reported. In
respect of occupation 1t is less strictly followed. However,
this does not lead tc social communication among the different
castes who follow the same cccupation. It also determines the
level. of education. Caste tradltions show some evlidence of
breaking dcwn due to migration. Increasing heterogeneity of
villages. Caste tradition determines intercaste behaviour.

B O om s G D -

2ATTERSON (MAUREEN L.} " Caste and Political Leadership
in rahersashtra : A Review and Current Appraisal . The Economic
We-kly, 6(39) September 25, 1954: 1065-68 pp.

The role played by caste 1in the politicel affaire of
Maherashtra has been analysed with speclal rererence to the
impact of the majority caste in the region on the alignment
of party loyalties.
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PATTERSON (MAUREEN L.P.) " Intercaste Marriasge in Msharashtra "-
The Economlc Weekly lo(4,5,6), January 1958: 139-142 pp.

The author counters the suggestion that intercaste marriages
would reduce caste tension with special reference to her study
of urban Maharashtra. This is done on two grounds - one, the very
small number of really intercaste marriages that have actually
teken place and two, the increasing caste consciousnsss on ths
part of the pecple in Msherashtra.

POCOCX (DAVID F.) " Inclusion and exclusion: A Process in
the Caste System of Gujerat " - South-Western Journal of
Anthropology 13{(1l), Spring 1957: 19-31 pp.

The factors which glve raise to the process of incluslion and
exclusion within a caste are discussed in this paper with reference
to the Patider caste. The practice of hypergamy and the rise ia
economic conditions are listed as the two mein faciliteting the
process of inclusion and exclusion.
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POCOCK (D.F.) " The Movement of Castes" - Man 45, May 1955:

Varna scnémé of classification may not be always a good method
of analysis of caste in Inda. There may be either & Brahmanic
model or a kingly model., It is true that neither the apex of the
caste system nor its bottqm change their respective positions.
But in the middle ranges movement of castes 1s possible. This
has been demonstrated with reference to a caste in Gujerat. The
operation of the Brahmanic model and a smaller operation of the
kingly model facilitates the movement of castes.

POHLMAN {EDWARD W.) " Evidence of Disparity Between the Hindu
Practice of Caste and the Ideal Type American Sociological
Review 16(3), June 1951: 375-379 pp.

‘The author discards the Ideal Type'or caste as propounded
in the Brahmanical theory and in the theories of social sclentists
as an explanation of caste as a functioning reallity. caste has
never been as rigid in respect of (1) occupation, (2) endogamy and
(3) social isolation as the ideal type would lead one to believe.
Mobility, however, smalla has characterized the functioning of the
caste system in Indl&. o
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PRASAD (NARMADESHWAR) The Myth of the Caste System,
SAMJNA PRAKASHAN, PATNA 1957: 319 pp.

The aim of the study is to analyse the factors Tresponsible
for thecontinuance of the caste system in India, despite so many
onslaughts on the same such as foreign rule, inculcation of
sclence and technology contact with new ldeologles etc. The
various aspects of the caste éystem such as the philosophlic-
religious, the political and the economic are studied. The
author concludes that the myth of the caste system is responsible
for the continued working of the same. The myth which is of a
philosophic-religious nature 1s so powerful that desplte many
attacks, the caste system persists. The myth percolates even to
the unconscious. Thus the Marxian explanation of social
development is not borne out in India.

RADHAKRISHNAN (S.R.) Ed. Essays in Philosophy, 1954.
Varna and Caste.

The author discusses the relationship between caste as it
1s in fact and as it is subsumed by the %“raditional concept of
Varna. The author points out the various discrepancies which
exist between the two.
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RAO (M.S.A.) " Caste in Kerala " Scociological Bulletin,
VOl. IV, No., 2, September 1955: 122-129 pp.

Caste movements have helped to break inter-caste relations
such as hypergamy end led to caste endogamy.

D e TN P AD WD W S Y

RAO (M.S.A.) " Soclal Shange in Malabar " Popular Book Depot,
Bombay, 1957: 228 pn,.

Any force that brings about a change in the occupational
structure in India is bound to affect the caste system. In
Malabar the change in occupational structure was brought about
by the reformatory movement and the emergence of industrial
economy. Consequently it affected the caste system as far as
occupational structure was concerned. Otherwise the customs and
traditions of the caste gréups have not changed appreciately.

A P o - - o oD

RAY (A.)"A Brehmin Village of the Sasana Type in the District
o? Puri, Orissa " - Man in Indis 36(1),‘January~March 1956: 7-15 pp.

Birla - arsingpur, a Brahmin village studied in November 1955
Social gradation came to prevall amongst the Brahmins. However,
today the supremecy of the Brahmins has not remained unghanged.

Brahmins who enjoyed a secluded living have beenicompélled to have
castes like barbers as their neighbours. Economic and occupational

interdependence.
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REDDY (N.S.) " Functional Relations of Lohars in a North
Indian Village " - Eastern Anthropology, 8{3 &4), March-August 1955:
129-140 pp. (Field Study in Senapur Village in Janupur District in
Eastern U.P.). ‘

Lohars work both on iron and wood. Serve all the castes.
On the one hand, they have age-o0ld hereditary tenure, with
traditional duties and " Jajmani system ", on the other, they can
have free contractual relationship; but the first system prevails.
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REDFIELD {(ROBERT) " The Social Organization of Tradition *
The Far Eastern wuarterly 15(1), November 1955: 13-21 pp.

The coalgscingof the Great and the Little Traditions in India
has been in no small measure due to the speration of the caste
system, with 1lts hierarchical ranking of all facets of individual
and social life. Thus Sanskritising or parochialising of culture
was facilitated.
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RYAN (BRYCE) " Caste in Modern Ceylon : The Sinhalese System
in Transition " - Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, New
Jersey. 1958: 371 pp.

The study of caste in Ceylon has been made by the author with
speclal reference to the role of caste as tle determinant of social
status. Familial and kinship organization is affected by the
working of the caste system. Caste system pervades even these
who lie outside its formsl and legal scope. Caste has its
correlates in the economic and the political fields. Changes in
occupation have been facilitated by urbanization and by the impact
of new ideas which are hostile to occupational immobility and the
fixity of caste status.
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SACHCHIDANAND { Jo " Class and Caste in Tribal Bihar " -
Man in India, 35(3), July-September 1955; 195-202 pp.

m Tn most cases the class structure is intermingled with
caste". Some tribes have assumed the characteristics of caste
in so far as they adopt endogamy and birth as determinant of
membership of group as the guiding principle of social orgenization.
In Tamar area the soclal stratification among the Mundes have
developed along class lines. (A boy from the higher class may
keep a girl from a lower class as a mistress without marrylng her ).
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SACHCHIDANANDA " Cless and Caste in Trbal Bihar " Agra
University Journal of Research 3, December 195b: 82-87 pp.

Caste system and its influence are so pervading that even
the tribals adopt features of caste system. The criterion of
differentiation is the greater or smaller extent of Hinduisation.
Tribals who are Christian are naturally kept apart by the other
tribels, following the typical Hindu way of social distance. Rules
pertaining to marrisge also become more stricter. The tribals are
taking over Hindu caste prejudices.
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SANJANA (J.K.) Caste and Outcaste - Thacker & Co., Ltd.,
Bombay 1846: 249 pD.

Caste system with all its attendant injustices is firmly
rooted in the Hindu theory of Karma and Rebirth. In fact the
author asserts thet Hinduism, devoid of its caste system, cannot
exlst. The author's primary concern has been to analyse the bases
of the ceste system and to pin=-point the injustices of the same
with special reference to the outcastes, the untouchables. It
is suggested that the untouchables embrace Christianity for their
amelioration. The book has a case to plead.
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SHAH (A.M.) " Caste, Economy and Territory in the Central

Panchmahals " Journal of the M.S. University of Baroda 4(1),
March 1955: 65-95 pp.

The author has studied a village in the Panchmahals district
in Gujerat with a view to analyse the role played by caste,
economy and territory.

SHARMA (R.S.) " Caste and marriage in Ancilent India
(c.600 B.C. = 0. 500 A.D.) " - Journal of the Bihar Research Society,
40(1) 1954: 39-54 pp.

A valid msrviage, should be amongst one®s own caste -
Dhermashastras.

The Asura form of marriage, involving payment of bride’s prioce,
was prescribed for Valsyas, while it was denied to Brehmins and
Kshatriyas. The Rakshasa and Gandharva form of marriage were not
confined to the lower castes. The Kshatriyas also resorted to thess.
In Gandharve form of marrlage the emphasis on caste was very little.

Higher castes were denled the right of divorce. Niyoga could
be practiced by women of lower castes.

Caste regulations also provided the basis for polygamy and
monogamy. Inter-caste merrlages were purely of & hypergamous

naturs. The marital customs of Brahmias and Kshatriyes had
* an odour of respectability about them *.
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SILVERBERG (JAMES) " Caste~Ascribed ‘*Status® versus Caste-
Irrelevant Rules " Men in India 39(2), April-June 1959: 148-162 pp.

Much of soclal interaction is irrelevant to caste status.
Therefore, it would be wrong to malntain that caste membership
ascribes status by scruitinizing the caste-relevancy of various
Indien peasant roles. The author demonstrates this with reference
to his study of a villege in Gujerat. Towards this end of the
concept of role is found to be useful by the author.

SINGEK (MILTON) Ed. Traditional India: Structure end Change.
COHN {BERNARD S.) " Changing Traditions of a Low Caste " American
Folklore Society 1959: 207-215 pp.

Migration to cities facilitates the process of
Sanskritisation in the case of Chamars, an untouchable caste
of U.P. Thus through urbanisation the Chamars can take on the
elements of the Great Tradition.

SINGER (MILTON) Ed. Traditional India: Structure and Change .
HITCHCOCK (JOHN T.) " The Idea of the Martial Rajput " Americzn
Folklore Society 1959: lo-17 pp.

In the make of political and administrative changes, the
Rajputs, who regard themselves as the descendants of the illustrious
Kshatriyas, find it very difficult to adjust themselves to the
changing scene.
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SINGER (MILTON) Ed. Traditional India: Structure and Change.
LAMB (HELEN) " The Indian Mercnant " American Folklore Society 1959:
25"’54 pp L

The vigour of Indian trading community is puzzling in view
of the hlerarchical arrangement of the Indian caste society. A
kind of Protestant Ethics can explain the development and success
of the Indiaen Merchant and trader. That Protestant Ethics was
supplied by movements to reform narrow. Hinduism such as the
development of Vaishnavism in Gujerat.

SINGH (RUDRA DUTT) " The Unity of Indian Village * The Journal of
Asian Studies 15{1), November 1956: lo-19 pp.

One of the most important factors responsible for the unity
of an Indian village is the caste system, exemplified by functicnel

interdependence. The study of a village in North India establishes
this point.

SINGH {V.B.) " Changing Patterns of Irdian Village Community v.
Agre University Journal of Research 3, December 1955: 91-98 pp.

Caste prejudices are utilised for exploiting the economically
backward people. Likewise elections to the Panchayats are being
contested on Lze hasis ol ¢aste. Kactions also have assumed caste
lines., Caste and class interests tend to coincide.
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SMITH (MARIAN W.) " Structured and unstructured Class Socleties ©

American Anthropologist 55(2) April-June 1953: 302-306 pp.

Caste is not frozen Class. Any study of class should take
into acocount the structural peculiarities of a socisty. Under
the caste system material correlates may not be prynounced. Gulf
between rituel and seculer rank has to be borne in mind before
app.ying the concept of class.
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SRINIVAS (M.N.} " A Note on Mr. GOBEEN'S Note * ¥Kconomic Development
and Cultural Change 7(l1), October 1958: 3-6 Dpp.

In contrast to Mr. Gobeen's assertion, the author contends
that Indians are quite practical. However, it is conceded that
caste meant narrowing of individual loyalties and put & damper
cn the development of a senss of nationhood and also impeded
eccnomic development by causing a house to be divided amongst the
Hindus due to the notions of pollution.
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SRINIVAS (M.N.) * Caste and Its Future ". A National Talk bvefore
the All India Radio, Delhi, on 3rd September 19888, 4 p.

The author discusses the varlous factors which have lent
stability to the caste system such as the economic, politicel,
philosophical etc. and concludes that it 1s very difficult to
eradicate the caste system in the near future.
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SRINIVAS (M.N.) " Castes: Can they exlist in India of tomorrow 2"
'Economic Weekly 7(42), 15 November 1959: 1230-1232 pp.

Should castes exist and whether they can exist are the two
problems discussed in this article by the author. The author
feels that many people in India are not agalnst the caste system
on 1ideological grounds; secondly, that the interdsependence of

castes and westernisation have actually entrenched the caste
gsystenm.

SRINIVAS (M.N.) " Caste in Modern India " - The Journal of
Asian Studles 16(4), August 1957: 529-548 pp.

The role played by caste in modern India has been analysﬁd
with special reference to the political set up, to changing techno-
logy and new ideologies prevalent in India. The author points out
how the British Rule made 1t possible for the caste to extend
beyond restricted territcries. The relationship between caste and
economic classes, ¢pvortunities for certain types of career etc.

has been brought out. The part played by caste in political
campaigns in India, with special reference to elections has been
pin-pointed.
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SRINIVAS (M.N.) RELIGION AND SOCILTY AMDNG-THE COORGS OF
SOUTH INDIA.
Oxford University “ress, Amen House, London E.C.4, 1952: 267 pp.

The maln theme of the book is the analysis of the social
T nction of religion among the Coorgs of South India. Other
principles of social organization such as the joint femily and
the caste also t'ind a prominent‘place in the anplysis. In
prarticular caste is dealt with at great‘length for casve is not
merely a principle of sociel stratirication but it differentiates
between persons on ritual basis. Thus caste and religion cre
integrally tied together in India. Concept of Verna 1s examlned
as a prindiple of classification and the author concludes that
the same 1s lnadequate from the point of view of understanding
caste as a functioning reality. Yet it is true that the Varna
scheme offers an All Indie frame of reference. Caste is religioua
stratification. Yet there are processes at work'Whereby mobility
in the caste hierarchy can be attained by sanskritizing the ritual.
In this context the misconception_that caste status 1s immutable
1s dispelled. It is only at the topmost and the lowest levels
of the caste hierarchy that status can not be changed. The
concept of pollution governs relations between castes. Caste
offers possibilities of vertical as well as horizontal unity.
The interdependence of castes has ritual sanctions behind it.
Caste is at once a unifying and a separating force.
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Dr. SRINIVAS (M.N.) "™ Sanskritization and Westernization ¥
Scciety in India - Edited by A. AIYAPPAN and L.K. BALA RATNAM -
pPp. 73~96, October 1956.

Ritual, economic and political statuses constitute the essence
of the caste system. Sanskritization end Westernization are the
twin cultural processes, which have affected the working of the
caste system. It would be wrong to deny mobility within the caste
system. But the two processes have accelerated mobility a great
deal. Sanskritization is significant for the non-Brahmins, while
Westernization is more éignificant for the Brahmins. The two
processes support each other in certain respects, while they conflict
in others. Sanskritization is in many respects a preliminary to
Westernization.

SRINIVAS {M.N.) " The Case of the Potter and the Priest " -~
Man in India 39(3), July~-September 1959: 109-209 pp.

A dispute between a potter and a priest, seemingly based on
monetary transactions which toock place in a village near Mysore
has been analysed by the author. On analysis it is found that the
dispute was rooted in caste dissensions, ritualistic status of
the priest being In danger due to the threat pronounced by the
potter about polluting the priest by beating him with sandals and
thus involving him in the process of purification and all that.

Disputes are not personal but assume a group nature in terms of
caste allgnments. Of course the wider principle of arriliation

in terms of a villege enables people to overcome caste disputes.
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SRINIVAS {M.N.) " The Dominant Caste in Rampura "

The author defines the concept of the Dominant Caste and
then proceeds to make a study of the Dominant Caste in Rampura,
& village near Mysore. The interplay of ritual and secular factors
has been brought out. In certain circumstances the formal ritusl
status 1s over-shadowed by secular status. Factors such as the
3tréhgth and number of caste group, its political and economic
status and the possession of a not too low a ritual status are
crucial in the determination of the dominance of = caste. Life
in a village is largely influenced by the interests and opinions
of the dominant caste. Thus the model appro~imates more to the
kingly model than to the Brahmenic model.
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SRINIVAS {m.N) " The nature of the Problem of Indian Unity " -
The Economic Weekly 1c{17), April 26, 1958: 571-577 pp.

Discussing the factors which prima facie impede the unity of
India such as regional and linguistic differences, the author
stresses the need for understanding the power relationships as
exemplified by the caste relations. Without such an understanding
it would be impossible to alter caste relationship.
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SRINIVAS (M.N.) " The Social System cf a Mysore Village "
The American Anthropologist, 57(3) Part 2, Memoir No. 83, June
1955: 1-35 pp.

Caste plays a decisive role in the maintenance of a social
structure of a villago by ensuring economic end ritual inter-
dependence and by allocating roles to individuals in an effective
manner, thus facilivating vertical unity. The positive role
played by caste 1ls stressed. uobility is possible under the caste
system. The role played by the dominent caste is analysed. Caste
also isolates reople from each other. But the vertical unity
overcomes.

SFLINIVAS (M.N.)} " Village Studies " - Ecomomic Weekly =~
6922) 29th May 1954, 605-608 pp and 615 p.

Territorial exogamy has significant consequences for
aetermining intervillage ties.

Self-sufficiency of villages is dubbed as &8 myth and the
relative self-sufficiency is emphasized.
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STEVENSON {H.N.C.) " Status Evaluation in the Hindu Caste
System " The Journal of the Royel Anthropdogical Institute of
Great Britain and Ireland 84{I&II), January-December 1954: 45-55 pp-

The aim of the paper is to take a critical survey of the
material, discussing the buses of status eveluation in caste society.
Obviously there are two main bases -~ the secular and the ritual.
The latter is dominated by the concept of pollution., The author
stresses the importance of belief and behavious as rar &s status
is concerned. The relativity of ritual status and the influence
of varying local conditions are emphasised. Therefore, the Varna
oclassification is not felt to be suitable. Personal and group
bases of ritual status and pollution ere analysed. However,
mobility is extremely limited for the individual concerned has
usﬁsally to renounce the group norms. The manifestations of
pellution - temporary and permanent are discussed. Behaviour
gulded by the concept of pollution plays a significant nart in
the extension of the caste stratification even to Christians and
Muslims. In fact the ccncept of pollution provides an all India
frame of reference within which all the people are integrated.
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THAKKAR (K.K.) " The Problem of Casteeism and Untouchability "
Indn Jo SOOn Wkt 17(2)3 June 19569 44"'48 ppa

While all people not belonging to any 'Varna' are theoriticelly
regarded as untouchables, in practice the Muslims and Christians
are not so regsrded, but only the Hindus. 16 million untouchables
in Hindu soelety cf to-day.

There 1s the possiblility of a "™ casteless society " as
Dr. Eva Rosenfield's experiment shows. A public opinion survey
conducted on behalf of UNESCO among Bombay labourers showed that
the caste discriminations were disfavoured. Legislative measures
agalnst untouchabillity are not enough.
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VIDYARTHI (L.P.) " The Extensions of an Indian Priestly Class "
Man in India 39(1), January-March 1959: 28-35 pp.

The structural relationship that exists between a priestly
caste, other religious leaders and the vast cocmmunities of India
has been demonstrated by the author with reference to the Gayal
Brahmin, who inhabit the famous sacred city of Gaya in North India -
The different types of sacred relationships of the Gayawal with
the outside world are amalysed for this purvose.
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VYAS (S.N.) " Caste System in Ramayana Age " - Journal of the
Oriental Institute, M.S.U., Baroda (Vol.III, No. 2, December 1953).

The *'Purusa Sukta ' theory of ' origin of eastes ' had teen
accepted in Ramayana age. Althcugh inter-caste relations are
cordial, there is certein amount of mobility from caste to caste
as represented in the exapudes of Vishwanitra. No doubt the
emphasis was on the divislon of labcur.

.
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WISER (W.H.) The Hindu Jajmani System Lucknow Publishing House,
Lucknow, U.P. India, 1936. 192 pp.

A field study was made by the author in a village in North
India of the system which facilitsted functional interdependence
of dirrerent castes and fixed the sociasl and ecoromic position of
individusls in the village. Such system 1s entitled the Jajmani
system as each worker labour for his masters or the clientele.
The system 1s based on the caste divisions and hence it is described
as the Hindu Jajmanl system. The nature of the caste inter-
dependence is analysed. The services rendered and the payment
received, ritual status, rights, privileges, duties and obligations
are described in detall. The symmetry and asymmetry pertaining to
the relationships within the various castes from the point of
view of giving and recelving of services has been well brought oute.
To quote a single instance it may be mentioned that the Brahmin is
served by all the castes, while he serves very few castes, in the
village. The attitude of the serving castes 1ln regard to the
advantages or otherwise of the system has been lndirectly discussed.
The author pralses the system as a satisfactory method of attaining
functional interdependence of castes and that of glving place to
e very individual in the social and economic status system.
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