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Racia l  and ethnic segregat ion has a lways been physica l ly 
embedded into Los Angeles.  The h istor y of p lanning with in the 
LA metropol i tan area, the deve lopment of i ts h ighway 
inf rastructure, and the demographic mix are a l l  deeply 
inter twined.  Whi le the construct ion of the h ighway system, at 
i ts he ight in the 1940s and 50s, a l lowed those who had the 
means to do so f reedom to se l f-segregate, i t  a lso re inforced the 
rac ia l  d iv is ions that were created with redl in ing pract ices and, 
thus, created a space of forced enclav izat ion for the inhabi tants 
near the center of the c i t y.   

The causes of the tensions between the growing Korean 
community and the black and Lat ino in th is area were myr iad 
and long-s immer ing, however, much of i t  was due to growing 
income inequal i t y, rac ia l  b iases, cul tura l  and language barr iers.  
Thus, whi le these ethnic and racia l  groups l ived in physica l 
prox imity, enclave behav iors never the less prevai led.  In the Los 
Angeles of the present, rac ia l  animosi ty is less di rected towards 
a disenfranchised black populat ion, as many have now moved 
to the suburbs, but more and more toward immigrant populat ions 
wi th var y ing degrees of legal i t y.  

Of f ic ia l ly,  Los Angeles’ Koreatown has a populat ion of 115,000 
people, according the 2010 U.S. Census, in i ts 2.7 square mi les, 
but i ts s ize, populat ion, and inf luence, much l ike Los Angeles 
i tse l f,  is amorphous and f lu id.  Despi te of f ic ia l  boundar ies, 
however, enclaves of ten struggle to form a def in i te ident i t y and 
make strong roots.   Centra l  to these struggles is most of ten 
the low income of the people wi th in the community and the 
inabi l i t y to deve lop an economic engine that can form the basis 
for a strong cul tura l  ident i t y.  Through the lens of Koreatown, 
th is project proposes a f lex ib le inf rastructura l  network of l inks, 
which a im to connect and strengthen the region as a whole 
through the legi t imizat ion of informal commerce prevalent 
throughout the area, and nodes, which act as programmatic 
crossings between one enclave and another. 
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R a c i a l  a n d  e t h n i c  s e g r e g a t i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n 

p h y s i c a l l y  e m b e d d e d  i n t o  L o s  A n g e l e s .   T h e  h i s t o r y 

o f  p l a n n i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  L A  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i t s  h i g h w a y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  t h e 

d e m o g r a p h i c  m i x  a r e  a l l  d e e p l y  i n t e r t w i n e d .   W h i l e 

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ,  a t  i t s 

h e i g h t  i n  t h e  19 4 0 s  a n d  5 0 s ,  a l l o w e d  t h o s e  w h o 

h a d  t h e  m e a n s  t o  d o  s o  f r e e d o m  t o  s e l f - s e g r e g a t e , 

i t  a l s o  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  r a c i a l  d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  w e r e 

c r e a t e d  w i t h  r e d l i n i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a n d ,  t h u s ,  c r e a t e d 

a  s p a c e  o f  f o r c e d  e n c l a v i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s 

n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y .   

T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  19 6 5  I m m i g r a t i o n  A c t  c r e a t e d 

a n  i n f l u x  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  i n t o  t h e  U S ,  w h i c h  r a i s e d 

t e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l  a n d  e t h n i c 

c o m m u n i t i e s .   E x e m p l a r y  o f  t h i s  a r e  t h e  R o d n e y 

K i n g  r i o t s  o f  19 9 2 ,  w h i c h  n o t  o n l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a  k e y 

m o m e n t  i n  L A’ s  b l a c k  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i s  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t 

i n s t a n c e  o f  a  r i o t  a g a i n s t  i m m i g r a n t s ,  a s  m a n y 

K o r e a n  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  i n  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  s a w  t h e i r 

s h o p s  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  r i o t s .   T h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e 

t e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  g r o w i n g  K o r e a n  c o m m u n i t y 

a n d  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  L a t i n o  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w e r e  m y r i a d 

a n d  l o n g - s i m m e r i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  m u c h  o f  i t  w a s  d u e 

t o  g r o w i n g  i n c o m e  i n e q u a l i t y ,  r a c i a l  b i a s e s ,  c u l t u r a l 

a n d  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r s .   T h u s ,  w h i l e  t h e s e  e t h n i c 

a n d  r a c i a l  g r o u p s  l i v e d  i n  p h y s i c a l  p r o x i m i t y , 

e n c l a v e  b e h a v i o r s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  p r e v a i l e d .  

I n  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  r a c i a l  a n i m o s i t y 

i s  l e s s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  a  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  b l a c k 

T h e  N e t w o r k e d  E n c l a v e s  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s
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p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  m a n y  h a v e  n o w  m o v e d  t o  t h e  s u b u r b s , 

b u t  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o w a r d  i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n s 

w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  l e g a l i t y .  

O f f i c i a l l y ,  L o s  A n g e l e s ’  K o r e a t o w n  h a s  a  p o p u l a t i o n 

o f  115 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t h e  2 0 1 0  U . S .  C e n s u s , 

i n  i t s  2 . 7  s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  b u t  i t s  s i z e ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d 

i n f l u e n c e ,  m u c h  l i k e  L o s  A n g e l e s  i t s e l f ,  i s  a m o r p h o u s 

a n d  f l u i d .   I t  i s  e x e m p l a r y  o f  b o t h  t h e  r a c i a l l y  a n d 

e t h n i c a l l y  d i v e r s e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d  o f  t h e 

s e n t i m e n t  o f  h a v i n g  a  d e f i n e d  e n c l a v e  f o r  o n e ’ s 

o w n  c o m m u n i t y .   W i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f 

N e i g h b o r h o o d  C o u n c i l s  i n  19 9 9 ,  m a n y  e t h n i c 

c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  K o r e a t o w n  a r e a  p r o p o s e d  t o 

o f f i c i a l l y  c a r v e  o u t  t h e i r  o w n ,  a l b e i t  s m a l l ,  p a r t  o f 

t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .   D e s p i t e  o f f i c i a l  b o u n d a r i e s , 

h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  e n c l a v e s  o f t e n  s t r u g g l e  t o  f o r m  a 

d e f i n i t e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  m a k e  s t r o n g  r o o t s .    C e n t r a l 

t o  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  m o s t  o f t e n  t h e  l o w  i n c o m e  o f  t h e 

p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o 

d e v e l o p  a n  e c o n o m i c  e n g i n e  t h a t  c a n  f o r m  t h e 

b a s i s  f o r  a  s t r o n g  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y .   T h r o u g h  t h e 

l e n s  o f  K o r e a t o w n ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  p r o p o s e s  a  f l e x i b l e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  n e t w o r k  o f  l i n k s ,  w h i c h  a i m  t o 

c o n n e c t  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r e g i o n  a s  a  w h o l e 

t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e 

p r e v a l e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  n o d e s ,  w h i c h 

a c t  a s  p r o g r a m m a t i c  c r o s s i n g s  b e t w e e n  o n e  e n c l a v e 

a n d  a n o t h e r . 

T h e  u l t i m a t e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  g r o w s  f r o m 

t h e  i d e a  t h a t  L A ,  w i t h  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n 
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b o r n  i n  a  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  c o n t a i n s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s 

t h a t  a r e ,  w h a t  D o u g l a s  S a u n d e r s  c a l l s ,  “ p l a t f o r m s 

f o r  p e r s o n a l ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d  v i l l a g e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ” , 

a n d  a r e  s p a c e s  t h a t  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r 

n o t  o n l y  t o  i m m i g r a n t s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f .   

b o r n  i n  a  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  c o n t a i n s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s 

t h a t  a r e ,  w h a t  D o u g l a s  S a u n d e r s  c a l l s ,  “ p l a t f o r m s 

f o r  p e r s o n a l ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d  v i l l a g e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ” , 

a n d  a r e  s p a c e s  t h a t  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r 

n o t  o n l y  t o  i m m i g r a n t s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f .   
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T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e 

m o v e m e n t  o f  p e o p l e  g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  a  c i t y  w h o s e 

f o u n d a t i o n ,  s h a p e ,  a n d  c u l t u r e  i s  d e e p l y  i n t e r t w i n e d 

w i t h  i t s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  -  b e f o r e  i t  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  i t s 

w e b  o f  f r e e w a y s ,  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  r e g i o n  i n  t h e 

19 2 0 s  h a d  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  r a i l w a y  n e t w o r k  i n 

t h e  w o r l d  u n d e r  P a c i f i c  E l e c t r i c ,  w i t h  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0 

m i l e s  o f  t r a c k  a n d  2 ,16 0  d a i l y  t r a i n s . 1  L o s  A n g e l e s ’ 

i n i t i a l  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  a 

M e x i c a n  t o w n  i n  18 4 8  g a v e  w a y  t o  a n  i n f l u x  o f 

v a r i o u s  m i g r a n t s  a n d  i m m i g r a n t s  a r r i v i n g  t o  t h e 

c i t y  o n  t h e  S a n t a  F e  r a i l r o a d ,  w h i c h  r e a c h e d  L o s 

1 	 Demoro, Harre W. Cal i forn ia’s Electr ic Rai lways: 
An I l lustrated Review. Glendale, CA: Interurban, 1986. 
Pr int.

A n g e l e s  i n  18 8 7.  T h e  d e c a d e  a n d  a  h a l f  b e t w e e n 

t h e  19 5 0 s  a n d  19 7 0 s ,  w h e n  h i g h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n 

o c c u r r e d  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a f t e r  t h e  “ r e d  t r o l l e y ”  c a r s 

w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  d r i v e n  o u t  b y  l a r g e  a u t o 

m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,   a l s o  s a w  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c i t y ’ s 

p o p u l a t i o n  a t  r a t e s  n o t  s e e n  p r e v i o u s l y 2.  T h i s  w a s 

t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  t r u l y 

g i v e n  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  s p r a w l . 

F r o m  i t s  c o n c e p t i o n ,  L o s  A n g e l e s  h a s  b e e n  a n 

e t h n i c a l l y  n o n - w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .   W h i l e  i t ’ s  n o n -

w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  f l u c t u a t e d  o v e r  t h e  c i t y ’ s 

h i s t o r y ,  w h a t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  h a s  b e e n  t h e 

2	 “Populat ion and Natura l  Resources Case Study: 
How Does Urban Development Af fect the Qual i t y and 
Quanti t y of Natura l  Resources?” Populat ion Growth in 
Cal i forn ia. US Census Bureau, 1 Aug. 2012. Web. 16 
May 2016.
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d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  a t  t h e  h a n d s 

o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f 

p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .   D o w n t o w n  L o s  A n g e l e s 

i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  l a y e r i n g  o f  d i f f e r e n t  n a s c e n t  e t h n i c 

e n c l a v e s  o v e r  t h e  c i t y ’ s  h i s t o r y .   S o n o r a t o w n  w a s 

t h e  s m a l l  M e x i c a n  s t o p p i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  G o l d  R u s h 

w o r k e r s  p r e -18 5 0 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  t o w n  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f 

t h e  U S  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  18 4 8 .   I n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y  t o  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  i m m i g r a n t s 

a r r i v e d   t o  d o w n t o w n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e 

c o u n t r y ’ s  r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  r a i l r o a d  s y s t e m .  

C o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c i t y ’ s  f i r s t  C h i n a t o w n ,  a t 

A l a m e d a  a n d  M a c y  S t r e e t ,  a n d  L i t t l e  To k y o ,  b o u n d e d 

b y  S a n  P e d r o ,  F i r s t  a n d  R e q u e n a  s t r e e t s ,  a n d 

C e n t r a l  A v e n u e  w e r e  o f t e n  t h e  g a t e w a y s  f o r  n e w 

i m m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .   B e c a u s e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s 

l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  w e r e  t e n a n t s  a n d  l e s s e e s  r a t h e r 

t h a n  o w n e r s ,  t h e y  w e r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  b u i l d i n g 

o w n e r s ’  f a i l u r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  b u i l d i n g s   a n d  p o t e n t i a l 

r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  w h i c h  a r r i v e d  i n  f u l l 

f o r c e  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r a i l - y a r d s  a n d  d e p o t s 

f o r  U n i o n  S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  19 3 0 s 3,  a f t e r  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a 

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  u p h e l d  a  d e c i s i o n  a p p r o v i n g  o f  l a n d 

c o n d e m n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t a t i o n  M a y   19 ,  19 3 1.  

D e s p i t e  f o r c e d  d i s p e r s a l  A s i a n  a n d  H i s p a n i c 

m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  d o w n t o w n  L o s  A n g e l e s  a r e a , 

r e s e t t l e m e n t  o p t i o n s  w e r e  l i m i t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  r a c i a l l y 

r e s t r i c t i v e  c o v e n a n t s  t h a t  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e 

3	 Masters, Nathan. “Sonoratown: Downtown 
L.A.’s Forgot ten Neighborhood.” KCET. USC L ibrar ies, 
18 Jan. 2012. Web. 16 May 2016.
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19 2 0 s .   T h e s e  “ r e d l i n e ”  p o l i c i e s  a n d  m a p s 

e s t a b l i s h e d  r a c e - b a s e d  m o r t g a g e  r a t e s  f o r  e t h n i c 

g r o u p s  a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y .   M a n y  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  H i s p a n i c 

p o p u l a t i o n  m o v e d  t o  E a s t  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  w h i c h  i s 

s t i l l  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  H i s p a n i c  t o d a y .   S e v e n  y e a r s 

a f t e r  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d e c i s i o n ,  a  n e w  C h i n a t o w n 

w a s  f i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  l o c a t i o n  n o r t h 

o f  t h e  o l d  C h i n a t o w n .   F o r  t h e  c i t y ’ s  J a p a n e s e 

p o p u l a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  c a m e  n o t 

f r o m  l a n d  c o n d e m n a t i o n s ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e  i n c a r c e r a t i o n 

o f  J a p a n e s e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s 

s t a r t i n g  i n  19 4 2  d u e  t o  W o r l d  W a r  I ,  t h u s  e m p t y i n g 

o u t  L i t t l e  To k y o .   D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e 

w e r e  a m p l e  w a r - t i m e  d e f e n s e  j o b s  i n  t h e  a r e a , 

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  m o v e d  i n t o  L i t t l e  To k y o ,  a s  t h e 

r a c i a l  c o v e n a n t s  p r e v e n t e d  t h e m  f r o m  l i v i n g  i n  m o s t 

o t h e r  a r e a s ,   a n d  a l m o s t  t r i p l e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n 

t h a t  a r e a  t o  8 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .   A f t e r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 

w a r ,  d e f e n s e  j o b s  d i m i n i s h e d  a n d  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e 

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n s  t o  L i t t l e  To k y o  i s  e x e m p l a r y 

o f  t h e  p a r a l l e l  a n d  o f t e n  c o m p l e x  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o f 

s p a c e  a n d  t e r r i t o r y  b e t w e e n  m i n o r i t y  p o p u l a t i o n s 

i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .  

S c o t t  K u r a s h i g e  a r g u e s  i n  T h e  S h i f t i n g  G r o u n d s  o f 

R a c e :  B l a c k  a n d  J a p a n e s e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  M a k i n g 

o f  M u l t i e t h n i c  L o s  A n g e l e s  t h a t  J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n s 

f o c u s e d  o n  b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n 

p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  g a i n  c i v i c  l e g i t i m a c y  d u e 

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  o f t e n  u n a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n  p o l i t i c s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s , 

u n l i k e  t h e i r  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s .   T h i s 
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i d e a  o f  e a r n i n g  s o c i a l  l e g i t i m a c y  t h r o u g h  e c o n o m i c 

l e g i t i m a c y  r i n g s  t r u e  f o r  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  p o p u l a t i o n s 

i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .   I t  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  K o r e a n 

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  w h o  a l s o  h a d  t h e i r  b e g i n n i n g s 

i n  d o w n t o w n  L o s  A n g e l e s .  T h e  K o r e a n - A m e r i c a n s 

e s t a b l i s h e d  s u c c e s s f u l  l o c a l  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s ,  w h i c h 

a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  s p r e a d  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f 

K o r e a t o w n ,  b e t w e e n  N o r m a n d i e  a n d  V e r m o n t 

s t r e e t s .  

T h e  r a c i a l  s t r a i n s  b e t w e e n  K o r e a n - A m e r i c a n s  a n d 

t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r e r  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n 

i n  t h e  c i t y  f i n a l l y  c a m e  t o  a  h e a d  i n  t h e  19 9 2  L o s 

A n g e l e s  R i o t s ,  w h i c h  w a s  f i r s t  m a j o r  i m m i g r a n t  r i o t 

i n  t h e  c i t y .   T h e s e  e v e n t s  w e r e  e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  a n 

i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  o n  M a r c h  16 ,  19 9 1,  i n 

w h i c h  a  K o r e a n  s t o r e k e e p e r  k i l l e d  a  15 - y e a r - o l d 

g i r l ;  t h e  s t o r e k e e p e r ,  S o o n  J a  D u ,  w a s  c h a r g e d  a 

f i n e  o f  $ 5 0 0 ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  s e n t e n c e d  t o  p r i s o n  t i m e .  

A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s , 

L o s  A n g e l e s ’  m i n o r i t y  p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  b o t h 

c o n s t r a i n e d  a n d  d i s p l a c e d ,  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  c l o s e 

p r o x i m i t y  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  d u e  t o  t h e  r a c i a l  c o v e n a n t s 

l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

T h i s  p r o x i m i t y  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  c o m p l e x  r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w e e n  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  t h e i r 

d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i v e  e c o n o m i c  s t a n d i n g s ,  a m o n g s t 

o t h e r  i s s u e s .

T h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  w i l l  a t t e m p t   t o 

d e t a i l  t h e  s p a t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y .
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 

Impor tant events in history 
have impacts on mult iple 
levels across the city ’s  racial, 
planning/polit ical,  and  
infrastructural development.
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 

A  H i s t o r y  o f  R a c e  R e l a t i o n s
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 

A  H i s t o r y  o f  I n f r a s t r u c t r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 

A  H i s t o r y  o f  U r b a n  P o l i c y
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Arroyo Seco Parkway
First freeway in the 
Western United States 
is bui l t .  

Pacific Electric 
Railway
Peak r idership of the 
“red car” streetcars, 
with 109 mil l ion r iders 
on more than 1,150 
miles of track.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Zoning 
The entire city of LA is 
rezoned with “proper 
land use control” and 
str icter guidel ines.

Collier-Burns Highway 
Act 
The Act introduced a 1.5 
cent statewide fuel tax 
for new highway 
construction, ushering 
in the era of massive 
freeway construction 
and permanently 
altering the Southern 
Cali fornia landscape.

Shelley vs Kraemer 
The Supreme Court 
rul ing held that courts 
could not enforce 
racial covenants.

Four-Level Interchange
The interchange, the 
f irst of i ts kind is bui l t  
connecting the 
Hollywood, Pasadena, 
and Harbor Freeways.

Last Trolley Car
The last of the Red Car 
trol leys ceases 
operations.

Asian Immigration
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Japanese Internment
After the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, 
al l  37,000 Japanese 
people l iving in Los 
Angeles were placed 
in internment camps.

Watts Riots
Restr ict ions are l i f ted 
on immigration from 
East Asia.  This marks 
the early days of 
Koreatown, along 
Wilshire Boulevard.

Bloody Christmas 
Seven civi l ians were 
severely beaten by 
the LAPD.  The 
attacks left  f ive 
Hispanic and two 
white mean injured.  
The incident was only 
properly investigated 
when the Mexican 
American Community 
lobbied for i t .  

Tom Bradley
Bradley becomes the 
mayor of LA, only the 
s e c o n d 
Afr ican-American in a 
major city.  His two 
decade tenure is the 
longest in the city’s 
history.

Oil Crisis
Members of OPEC and 
Egypt, Syria, and 
Tunisia proclaim an oi l  
embargo.  Oil  r ises 
from $3 a barrel to 
nearly $12 a barrel 
and cases major 
disruptions in oi l  
distr ibution.

Centers Concept
The city adopts a plan 
to concentrate high 
density development 
in a few established 
centers, connected by 
rapid transit ,  leaving 
the rest of the city low 
in density.

Highway Funding
California prop 13 is 
passed, which reduces 
funds for highway 
construction.

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 
Museum 
The only museum in the 
United States dedicated 
to tel l ing the story of 
Japanese Americans 
opens in Lit t le Tokyo in 
LA. 

Rodney King Riots
Riots ensued fol lowing 
the beating by white 
pol ice members of 
Rodney King fol lowing 
a high-speed police 
pursuit.   These were 
the largest r iots in the 
US history causing 
$1.3bn in damages, 
53 deaths, and 2,000 
injuries.

1984 Summer 
Olympics
Los Angeles becomes 
the f irst city to host 
the Olympics a 
second t ime.  The 
Olympics prove a 
f inancial success for 
the city.

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority 
The Los Angeles 
County Metropoli tan 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Authority is created 
out of a merger 
between two previous 
agencies.  

N o r t h r i d g e 
Earthquake
This was the f irst 
earthquake to str ike 
directly under an 
urban area of the 
United States since 
the 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake.  With a 
death tol l  of 57, more 
than 5,000 injured, 
and nearly $20 bn in 
damages, i t  is one of 
the costl iest disasters 
in US history.  

MacArthur Park 
Rallies
Two day ral l ies 
demanding amnesty 
for undocumented 
immigrants in LA.  
LAPD subsequently 
paid $13mm in 
damages after they 
were found to have 
used excessive force.

Walt Disney Theme 
Park
The world’s f irst 
theme park is opened 
in Anaheim.

WWII Aircraft 
Production
Douglas Aircraft 
company becomes the 
f i f th amongst the US 
corporations in value 
of wart ime contracts.  

Auto Conspiracy
Yellow Car system 
sold to American City 
Lines, a subsidiary of 
the National City 
Lines, with General 
Motors, big oi l ,  and 
rubber interests as 
investors.

Downtown Streetcars 
Streetcars return to 
downtown LA and 
runs along a four mile 
loop.

Destructive Bush 
Fires
Fires destroy 484 
expensive homes and 
21 other bui ldings in 
Bel Air,  Brentwood, 
and Topanga Canyon.  
Despite the losses, 
few changes were 
made in the bui lding 
codes.

Building Height 
Repeal
Voters repeal the 
13-story bui lding 
height l imit in a 
referedum, and new 
s k y s c r a p e r 
construction begins 
soonafter. 





B o u n d a r i e s  a n d 
E n c l a v i z a t i o n
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F r o m  e a r l y  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  L o s  A n g e l e s  h a s  b e e n 

b l e s s e d  o r  c u r s e d ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  h o w  o n e  s e e s  i t , 

w i t h  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  l a n d .   T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e 

t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  S a n t a  F e  r a i l r o a d  i n  18 8 7,  i n  w h i c h 

o n e - w a y  f a r e s  f r o m  t h e  M i d w e s t  d r o p p e d  b e l o w 

$ 5 . 0 0 1,  m a n y  s u b u r b a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a p p e a r .   M a n y 

o f  t h e s e  s u b u r b a n  c i t i e s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a t e  i n  t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b e c a m e  r e l i g i o u s l y  o r  m o r a l l y 

h o m o g e n e o u s  e n c l a v e s  s u c h  a s  P a s a d e n a , 

M o n r o v i a ,  L o n g  B e a c h ,  W h i t t i e r  a n d  C l a r e m o n t . 2 

T h u s ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  e n c l a v i z a t i o n  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s 

a l m o s t  a s  o l d  a s  t h e  c i t y  i s  i t s e l f .  

T h e  N a t i o n a l  H o u s i n g  A c t  o f  19 3 4 ,  w h i c h  w a s  p a r t 
1	 Waldie, D.J. “How We Got This Way (Los 
Angeles Has A lways Been Suburban).” KCET. KCET, 
12 Dec. 2011. Web. 16 May 2016.
2	 Ib id

o f  a  D e p r e s s i o n - e r a  s e t  o f  p o l i c i e s  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e 

A m e r i c a n  e c o n o m y  t h r o u g h  e a s i n g  b a n k  f o r e c l o s u r e s 

a n d  c r e a t i n g  t h e  m o r t g a g e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  s p e c i f y  m o r t g a g e  l e n d i n g  p r a c t i c e s , 

t h  F e d e r a l  H o m e  L o a n  B a n k  c r e a t e d  t h e  H o m e 

O w n e r s ’  L o a n  c o r p o r a t i o n  ‘ r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c u r i t y 

m a p s ’  t o  s h o w  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  c r e d i t 

w o r t h i n e s s  a n d ,  t h u s ,  l e n d i n g  d e s i r a b i l i t y .   T h e s e 

m a p s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  d r a w n  f o r  2 3 9  c i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  l a r g e l y  f o l l o w e d  r a c i a l  a n d  i n c o m e 

d i v i s i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y .   I n  c r e a t i n g  z o n e s  o f  m o r e 

a n d  l e s s  p r e f e r a b l y  b o r r o w e r s ,  t h e  m a p s  a g g r a v a t e d 

t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  o f 

t h e  c i t y .  

A s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  i n  l a t e r  s e c t i o n s , 
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t h e  t o p o g r a p h y  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  a l s o 

p r o v i d e d  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  s e p a r a t i n g  f o r c e .   T h e 

c o n c e p t  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  a s  b e i n g  g o v e r n e d  b y 

l a r g e r ,  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e s  w a s  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  b y 

R e y n e r  B a n h a m  i n  h i s  A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  F o u r 

E c o l o g i e s .   P e r h a p s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p h y s i c a l 

s e p a r a t i o n  i s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  e c o l o g y  o f  t h e 

‘ F o o t h i l l s ’  -  t h e  h i l l s i d e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  e n c i r c l i n g 

t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  B a s i n .   B a n h a m  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e s e 

r e g i o n s  f r o m  t h e i r  B a s i n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  b y  t h e i r  l a c k 

o f  a  p l a n n i n g :  “ T h a t  i s  w h a t  t h e  f o o t h i l l  e c o l o g y  i s 

r e a l l y  a l l  a b o u t :  n a r r o w ,  t o r t u o u s  r e s i d e n t i a l  r o a d s 

s e r v i n g  p r e c i p i t o u s  h o u s e - p l o t s  t h a t  o f t e n  b a c k  u p 

d i r e c t l y  o n  u n i m p r o v e d  w i l d e r n e s s …”. 3  I n  t h e 

3	 Banham, Reyner. Los Angeles: The Archi tecture 
of Four Ecologies. Middlesex: Penguin, 1976. Pr int.

f l a t t e r  p l a i n s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  g r i d  s y s t e m  o f  r o a d s 

d o m i n a t e s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n  a n  a l m o s t 

o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  e n d l e s s  m a n n e r .   B e y o n d  t h i s 

l e v e l  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  R i v e r  a n d  t h e 

E a s t - W e s t  d i v i s i o n  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  r e s u l t a n t 

c a n  a l s o  b e  s e e n  a s  a  l a r g e r  s e p a r a t i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e 

c i t y .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  s i d e  e a s t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  h a v e 

b e e n  s p a c e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .   T h e s e  t w o 

s i d e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  h a v e  b e e n  m a r k e r s  f o r  r a c e  a n d 

c l a s s ,  a s  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  ( a n d  p r i m a r i l y  H i s p a n i c ) 

c o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  B e l l  G a r d e n s ,  V e r n o n ,  E l 

S e g u n d o ,  H a w t h o r n ,  a n d  R e d o n d o  B e a c h  w e r e 

l o c a t e d  h e r e  f o r  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  f a c t o r i e s ,  d e s p i t e 

t h e  n o i s e  a n d  p o l l u t i o n . 
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O u t r i g h t  r a c i a l  z o n i n g  w a s  p r o h i b i t e d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  19 17  S u p r e m e 

C o u r t  r u l i n g  o f  B u c h a n a n  v s .  W a r l e y ;  r a c i a l  c o v e n a n t s ,  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t s 

s t i p u l a t e d  i n  h o m e - o w n e r s h i p  a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  o n l y  a l l o w e d  t h e  w h i t e 

p o p u l a t i o n  t o  o w n  h o m e s  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  r e d l i n i n g 

m a p s ,  w e r e  s e e n  a s  a  p e a c e f u l  l e g a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  g u a r d  c o m m u n i t i e s 

f r o m  m i n o r i t y  r e s i d e n t s .   I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a r o u n d  8 0 %  o f  t h e  h o m e s 

w e r e  g o v e r n e d  b y  r a c i a l  c o v e n a n t s  b y  t h e  19 4 0 s . 1  F r o m  t h e s e  r e d l i n i n g 

m a p s ,  f r o m  19 3 9 ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  r e g i o n s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  l e s s  r e l i a b l e 

f o r  l o a n s  a r e ,  e v e n  t o d a y ,  t h o s e  r e g i o n s  i n  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  L o s  A n g e l e s 

a n d  E a s t  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  l o w e s t  i n c o m e  r e s i d e n t s  l i v e .   

N o t  o n l y  w e r e  h o m e  l o a n s  d e n i e d  t o  m i n o r i t y  b o r r o w e r s ,  b u t  r e a l  e s t a t e 

b r o k e r s ’  l i c e n s e s  w e r e  t h r e a t e n e d  i f  t h e y  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d , 

a s  w a s  t h e  p o l i c y  i n  C o m p t o n ,  a  p r i m a r i l y  w h i t e  c i t y  n e a r  L o s  A n g e l e s , 

b e f o r e  r a c i a l  c o v e n a n t s  w e r e  r e v o k e d  i n  19 4 8  i n  S h e l l e y  v s .  K r a e m e r .

1	 “1920s–1948: Racia l ly Restr ict ive Covenants.” Fa ir Housing Boston. 
N.p., n.d. Web. 16 May 2016

R a c i a l l y  E m b e d d i n g  R e d l i n i n g  P r a c t i c e s
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H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  C o n s t r u c t i o n

T h o u g h  r a c i a l  c o v e n a n t s  w e r e  r u l e d  i l l e g a l  i n  19 4 8 ,  t h e i r  i m p a c t  o n  t h e 

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c i t y  l a s t e d  m u c h  f u r t h e r  b e y o n d :  A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

f r e e w a y  p l a n  f o r  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  d e v i s e d  i n  19 4 7,  a n d  f r e e w a y 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  t o o k  p l a c e  i n t o  t h e  19 5 0 s ,  6 0 s ,  a n d  7 0 s .   F r o m 

t h i s  o v e r l a y  o f  t h e  f r e e w a y s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o w e s t  t i e r  l e n d i n g  z o n e s  f r o m 

t h e  r e d l i n i n g  m a p s ,  i t  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t h a t  f r e e w a y s  m o s t l y  r a n  t h r o u g h 

p o o r e r  a n d  m i n o r i t y  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  w h i c h  s e r v e d  t o  f u r t h e r 

e n t r e n c h  t h e s e  e t h n i c  a n d  i n c o m e  d i v i s i o n s .
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T h e  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n s  c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  A f r i c a n -

A m e r i c a n s  m o v i n g  t o  L o s  A n g l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d 

G r e a t  M i g r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  19 4 0 s 

d u r i n g  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I  d e f e n s e 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  n e e d s ,  h e i g h t e n e d  w h e n  b l a c k 

p e o p l e  b e g a n  t o  m o v e  i n t o  p r e v i o u s l y  w h i t e 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u c h  a s  W a t t s  a n d  t h e  c i t y  o f 

C o m p t o n .   B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  19 5 0 s ,  b o t h  s i d e s  o f 

t h e  r a c i a l  d i v i d e  i n i t i a t e d  a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e .   I n 

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  P o l i c e 

D e p a r t m e n t  w a s  s e e n  t o  w i e l d  e x c e s s i v e  p o w e r  a n d 

t o  b e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a g a i n s t  H i s p a n i c  a n d  A f r i c a n 

A m e r i c a n s .  

T h e  r i o t s  w e r e  t r i g g e r e d  b y  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  w h i c h  a 

2 1 - y e a r - o l d  b l a c k  m a n  n a m e d  M a r q u e t t e  F r y e  w a s 

p u l l e d  o v e r  b y  a  w h i t e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  r e c k l e s s 

d r i v i n g .   F r y e  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t a k e n  b a c k  t o  a n 

a r e a  n e a r  h i s  m o t h e r ’ s  h o u s e ,  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f 

A v a l o n  a n d  116 t h  s t .   A n  a l t e r c a t i o n  e n s u e d ,  t h e 

o r i g i n s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  c l e a r  -  F r y e ,  h i s 

m o t h e r ,  a n d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  a l l  s t r u c k .   A f t e r 

F r y e ,  h i s  m o t h e r ,  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r s  w e r e  a r r e s t e d ,  a 

c r o w d  g r e w  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a n d  r i o t s  s o o n  b r o k e 

o u t  t h e r e a f t e r . 1  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t s ,  c r o w d s  o f 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e  s i z e s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n 

w h e r e  t h e  a r r e s t s  t o o k  p l a c e  a n d  p u l l e d  m o t o r i s t s 

f r o m  t h e i r  c a r s  a n d  b e a t  t h e m .   C r o w d s  o f  u p  t o 

e i g h t  t h o u s a n d ,  t w o  n i g h t s  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l 

1	 Wat ts, Paul.  Rev is i t ing The 1992 Los Angeles 
Riots: An Analys is Of Geographical Perspectives. 
Thesis. Louis iana State Univers i t y and Agr icul tura l 
and Mechanical Col lege, 2003. N.p.: n.p., n.d. Pr int.

1 9 6 8  W a t t s  R i o t s
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a r r e s t s ,  h a d  g a t h e r e d  a n d  d i f f u s e d  t o w a r d s  t h e 

d o w n t o w n  L o s  A n g e l e s .   L o o t i n g  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  p r i m a r i l y  w h i t e  b u s i n e s s e s  e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e 

s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c e  c h i e f  o r d e r e d  m a s s  a r r e s t s , 

t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  w a s  c a l l e d ,  a n d  a  c u r f e w  z o n e 

w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  c u r b  t h e  r i o t s . 

T h e r e  w e r e  a n  e s t i m a t e d  3 1, 0 0 0  t o  3 5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e 

d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  r i o t s ,  a l t h o u g h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

7 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  ‘ s y m p a t h e t i c ’ 

t o  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  e v e n t s . 2  T h e s e  i n c i d e n t s 

m a r k e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  u r b a n  r i o t s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d 

t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  w h i c h  w a s  s e e n  a s  a  r e s p o n s e 

t o  t h e  p o o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n f e r i o r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s , 
2	 Barnhi l l ,  John H. (2011). “Wat ts Riots (1965)”. In 
Danver, Steven L. Revol ts, Protests, Demonstrat ions, 
and Rebel l ions in Amer ican Histor y, Volume 3. ABC-
CLIO.

s c h o o l s ,  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  A f r i c a n -

A m e r i c a n s  f a c e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .   I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l 

t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  a  r e p o r t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e 

c a u s e s  o f  t h e  r i o t s ,  l e a d  b y  t h e  f o r m e r  h e a d  o f  t h e 

C I A ,  J o h n  M c C o n e ,  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  d r a w n 

a b o u t  t h e  r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  m a s s i v e 

o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  r i o t s . 
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M a p  f r o m  t h e  19 6 5  M c C o n e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t , 

w h i c h  d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n  i n q u i r y  i n t o 

t h e  r i o t s ,  h e a d e d  b y  t h e  f o r m e r  C I A  d i r e c t o r ,  J o h n 

M c C o n e .  T h i s  r e p o r t  s u g g e s t e d ,  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r 

t h e  r i o t s ,  t h a t  r o o t  c a u s e s  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n f e r i o r 

c o n d i t i o n s  d u e  t o  r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e . 
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O n  M a r c h  3 ,  19 9 1,  R o d n e y  K i n g  a n d  t w o  f r i e n d s 

w e r e  d r i v i n g  o n  t h e  F o o t h i l l  F r e e w a y  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s 

w h e n  t w o  p o l i c e m e n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s t o p  t h e m .   A  c a r 

c h a s e  l e d  t o  t h e  b e a t i n g ,  t a s e r i n g ,  a n d  a r r e s t  o f 

K i n g .   T h e s e  e v e n t s  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  o n  v i d e o  f o o t a g e 

b y  G e o r g e  H a l l i d a y  f r o m  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  a n d  i t s 

g r a p h i c  a n d  v i o l e n c e  n a t u r e  w a s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  m e d i a 

a t t e n t i o n  a c r o s s  m a n y  o f  t h e  l a r g e  n a t i o n a l 

p u b l i c a t i o n s .   A  y e a r  l a t e r ,  o n  A p r i l  2 9 ,  19 9 2 ,  a t 

t h e  t r i a l  o f  t h e  f o u r  s e r g e a n t s  f o r  a s s a u l t  a n d 

e x c e s s i v e  u s e  o f  f o r c e ,  t h e  j u r y  a c q u i t t e d  a l l  f o u r 

o f  a s s a u l t  a n d  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  o f  e x c e s s i v e  u s e  o f 

f o r c e .  B e c a u s e  t h e  t r i a l s  w e r e  h e a v i l y  c o v e r e d  b y 

t h e  m e d i a ,  n e w s  o f  t h e  v e r d i c t s  q u i c k l y  s p r e a d  a n d 

r i o t s  b r o k e  o u t  t h e  s a m e  d a y .

T h e s e  r i o t s ,  l i k e  t h e  19 6 8  W a t t s  r i o t s ,  h a d  a  d e e p 

r a c i a l  u n d e r c u r r e n t .   H o w e v e r ,  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  t h e 

19 6 8  r i o t s ,  a n d  a n y  s u c h  m a j o r  e v e n t  p r e v i o u s l y , 

t h i s  w a s  a  m u l t i - e t h n i c  r i o t .   W h e n  w e  l o o k  a t  t h e 

d e m o g r a p h i c  m a k e - u p  o f  t h e  r i o t s ,  i t  r e f l e c t s  a l m o s t 

e x a c t l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  C e n t r a l  L o s  A n g e l e s  i n 

g e n e r a l .   S i x t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a r r e s t s  w e r e  H i s p a n i c 

a n d  t h i r t y - g i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a r r e s t s  w e r e  A f r i c a n -

A m e r i c a n . 1  

T h o u g h  t h e  r i o t s  w e r e  i n c i t e d  b y  t h e  b e a t i n g  o f 

R o d n e y  K i n g ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r s  f o r  t h e 

e v e n t s  c a m e  m u c h  e a r l i e r .   O n  M a r c h  16 ,  19 9 1,  a 

15 - y e a r - o l d  g i r l  n a m e d  L a t a s h a  H a r l i n s  w a s  s h o t 

1	 Jencks, Char les. Heteropol is: Los Angeles, the 
Riots and the Strange Beauty of Hetero-archi tecture. 
London: Academy Edi t ions, 1993. Pr int.

1 9 9 2  R o d n e y  K i n g  R i o t s1 9 9 2  L o s  A n g e l e s  R i o t s
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a n d  k i l l e d  i n  a  K o r e a n  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  b y  t h e  s t o r e ’ s 

o w n e r .   D e s p i t e  b e i n g  c o n v i c t e d ,  t h e  s t o r e  o w n e r 

w a s  n o t  s e n t e n c e d  t o  a n y  t i m e  i n  p r i s o n ,  b u t   w a s 

s i m p l y  a s k e d  t o  p a y  a  f i n e  o f  $ 5 0 0 .   T h i s  t o u c h e d  a 

n e r v e  a m o n g s t  t h e  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y , 

w h o  h a r b o r e d  g r o w i n g  a n g e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  K o r e a n 

c o m m u n i t y  f o r  b e i n g  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  w a s  t h e  g r o w i n g  i n f l u x  o f  m i g r a n t s , 

o f t e n  i l l e g a l ,  f r o m  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  m a n y 

o f  w h o m  c a m e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  19 7 0 s ,  

19 8 0 s ,  a n d  19 9 0 s  d u e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  i n  t h e i r 

h o m e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  b e t t e r  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

i n  A m e r i c a n  c i t i e s .   T h o u g h  L a t i n o  A m e r i c a n s  d i d 

n o t  h a v e  a  d i r e c t  s t a k e  i n  t h e  o u t c o m e s  o f  t h e 

R o d n e y  K i n g  t r i a l ,  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  v e r y  m u c h  i n v o l v e d 

i n  t h e  r a c e  r i o t s .   I t  h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e i r 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r i o t s  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  o p p o r t u n i s t i c .  

2 0 - 4 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  w e r e  l o o t e d 

h a d  L a t i n o  o w n e r s . 2  T h e  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  f o r  r i o t s , 

h o w e v e r ,  l a r g e l y  f e a t u r e  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s ,  a s 

H i s p a n i c s  w e r e  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  S o u t h  C e n t r a l 

L o s  A n g e l e s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  m i n d s e t .     

B o t h  t h e  K o r e a n  a n d  L a t i n o  c o m m u n i t i e s  l a c k e d 

a d e q u a t e  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m 

L A P D  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  r i o t s ,  d u e  t o  t h e i r  n o t 

b e i n g  b r o a d l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  h a v i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t 

c o m m u n i t i e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e . 

2	 Hayes-Bautista, David E.; Schink, Werner 
O.“Latinos and the 1992 Los Angeles riots: a 
behavioral sciences perspective”. Hispanic Journal 
of Behavioral Sciences 15 (4).
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S p r e a d  o f  L o o t i n g  f r o m  t h e  R i o t s

T h e s e  m a p s  d o c u m e n t  t h e n  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  19 9 2 

R i o t s ,  w h i c h  s p r e a d  f r o m  t h e i r  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t 

t o w a r d s  K o r e a n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  n o r t h .  
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L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  a  c i t y  o f  d i s a g g r e g a t e d  s p a c e s .  

S e p a r a t i o n  -  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  a n d 

p r o g r a m m a t i c ,  w a t e r  a n d  l a n d ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d 

s t r e e t ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  i n s i d e  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e 

-  a r e  a l l  e n d o g e n o u s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y .   

P h y s i c a l  t o p o g r a p h y  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s .  

R e y e n e r  B a n h a m ’ s  s e m i n a l  b o o k  L o s  A n g e l e s :  T h e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  F o u r  E c o l o g i e s  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e 

r o l e  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e s ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  p l a n n i n g 

o n e s ,  t h a t  s h a p e d  t h e  c i t y .   I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e 

s t r u c t u r e  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  d i f f e r s  g r e a t l y  t h a n  o t h e r , 

m o r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  E a s t  C o a s t  A m e r i c a n 

c i t i e s  b u i l t  l a r g e l y  a r o u n d  a  m e d i e v a l - c i t y  m o d e l .  

B e c a u s e  t h e  c i t y  l a c k s  t h i s  c e n t r a l i z e d  h i e r a r c h y , 

t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  i t  a r e  ‘ e c o l o g i e s ’  s u c h  a s 

t h e  b e a c h ,  t h e  h i l l s i d e s ,  p l a i n s ,  a n d  c a r s .  I n  t h i s 

s e n s e ,  t h e  c i t y  b e h a v e s  l i k e  a  n o n - h i e r a r c h i c a l  a n d 

d i s p e r s i v e  f i e l d .   K a z y s  V a r n e l i s  a d v a n c e s  t h i s 

a r g u m e n t  i n  h i s  b o o k  T h e  I n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  C i t y : 

N e t w o r k e d  E c o l o g i e s  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  w h i c h  u p d a t e s 

t h e  n o t i o n  o f  e c o l o g i e s  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s 

o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t ,  m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  h a v e  b e g u n  t o 

a c t  u p o n  t h e  c i t y ,  s u c h  a s  t r a f f i c  p l a n n i n g , 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

a n d  p a l m  t r e e s .  

T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  b e l i e f  i n  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  t h a t ,  i n  a  r e g i o n 

w h e r e  s p a c e  e x i s t s  i n  a b u n d a n c e  a n d  n o  c e n t r a l 

p l a n n i n g  d o m i n a t e s ,  p h y s i c a l  s y s t e m s  o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e n  b e c o m e  t h e  s h a p i n g  f o r c e s  i n  t h e 

c i t y .
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P h y s i c a l  B a r r i e r s

D i s a g g r e g a t i o n  t h r o u g h  c a r v i n g  o u t  s p a c e s  i s 

c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  c i t y :  P h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r s 

a b o u n d .  
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Pacific Palisades

Malibu

Cheviot Hills
West Los Angeles

Santa Monica

El Monte
Koreatown

Westlake

Chinatown

Lincoln Heights

0’

W e a l t h  i n  t h e  H i l l s

T h e  c i t y ’ s  w e a l t h i e s t  p o p u l a t i o n s  l i v e  i n  t h e  h i l l s  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  B a s i n .   I n  f a c t ,  e v e n 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  h a v e  a  s m a l l e r  r i s e  i n  e l e v a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  M a n h a t t a n  B e a c h ,  h a v e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a l t h i e r 

p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  t h e i r  l o w e r - t o - t h e - g r o u n d  n e i g h b o r s .  

Relationship between topography and income - cross section.
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T o x i c i t y  A r o u n d  t h e  R i v e r

T h e  L A  R i v e r  i s  s t i l l  a  d o m i n a n t  f o r c e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .   T h e  a r e a  e a s t  o f  t h e  c i t y  i s  s t i l l 

l a r g e l y  i n d u s t r i a l .   L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  w h i t e ,  A s i a n ,  b l a c k ,  a n d  L a t i n o  p o p u l a t i o n s 

a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y ,  w e  c a n  s e e  t h a t  t h e  L a t i n o  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  p o o r e s t  g r o u p ,  i s  s t i l l  t h e  o n e  t h a t  r e s i d e s 

c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  p o l l u t i n g  r i v e r . 

Relationship between proximity to the river and income - cross section.
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S e p a r a t e d  b y  t h e  H i g h w a y

T h e  f r e e w a y  s y s t e m  c r i s s - c r o s s e s  a n d  d i v i d e s  t h e  c i t y  i n t o  d i s p a r a t e  r a c i a l  z o n e s ,  t h e  c o r e s  o f  w h i c h 

a r e  s h o w n  o n  t h e  m a p .   S p e c i f i c  h i g h w a y  t y p o l o g i e s  a n d  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c r e a t e  c o n n e c t i o n s  o r 

d i v i s i o n s  a r e  c a t a l o g e d .  
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U r b a n  C o m m u n i t y
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E t h n i c  D i s t r i b u t i o n  A c r o s s  t h e  C i t y

T h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f 

t h e  m a n y  p h y s i c a l  a n d  r a c i a l  f o r c e s  t h a t  h a v e 

s h a p e d  i t s  h i s t o r y .   T h e  c i t y  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a 

g a t e w a y  c i t y  n o t  o n l y  f o r  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n s ,  b u t 

i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d .  

T h e  e n c l a v e s  o f  L i t t l e  A r m e n i a  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s 

c o n t a i n s  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A r m e n i a n s 

o u t s i d e  o f  I r a n  a n d  A r m e n i a .   R e c e n t l y  m i n t e d 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u c h  s  L i t t l e  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i c h 

b e c a m e  o f f i c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  2 0 1 0 ,  a n d  H i s t o r i c 

F i l i p i n o t o w n ,  w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  i t s  o f f i c i a l  d e s i g n a t i o n 

i n  2 0 0 2 ,  a r e  g r o w i n g .   Te h r a n g e l e s ,  t h e  I r a n i a n 

n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g 

w h e n  I r a n i a n s  f l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  19 7 9 

R e v o l u t i o n .   W i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r o u n d  7 0 0 , 0 0 0 

t o  8 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e  I r a n i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s 

i s  a l s o  t h e  l a r g e s t  o u t s i d e  o f  I r a n . 

T h e  i n f l u x  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  i n t o  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  l e d  b y 

L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  m i g r a n t s  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  19 7 0 s  h a s 

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  n o w  b e i n g  p r i m a r i l y  n o n - w h i t e .    

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 9  A m e r i c a n  C o m m u n i t y 

S u r v e y ,  t h e  c i t y ’ s  l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  g r o u p  i s  4 7. 5 % 

H i s p a n i c  o r  L a t i n o ,  w h i l e  W h i t e s  a r e  41 . 3 % ,  A s i a n s 

a r e  1 0 . 7 % ,  a n d  B l a c k  o r  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  a r e 

9 . 8 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n . 1  A l s o  n o t a b l e  i n  t h e s e 

f i g u r e s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c i t y ’ s  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n 

i s  n o w  a  r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

1	 “Los Angeles Ci ty, Cal i forn ia - Fact Sheet - 
Amer ican FactFinder.” Los Angeles Ci ty, Cal i forn ia - 
Fact Sheet - Amer ican FactFinder. Amer ian Community 
Survey, 2009. Web. 17 May 2016.
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T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  C o m p t o n  o r  W a t t s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y 

L a t i n o  a n d  H i s p a n i c  t h e s e  d a y s .   W i t h  e t h n i c 

d i v e r s i t y  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a  l o n g - h e l d 

A n g e l e n o  s e n t i m e n t  o f  c a r v i n g  o u t  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f 

o n e ’ s  o w n  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t r o n g . 

R e c e n t  d i s p u t e s  a m o n g s t  t h e  e t h n i c  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n 

t h e  c i t y  h a v e  c e n t e r e d  o n  b o r d e r  d i s a g r e e m e n t s 

a n d  d e l i n e a t i o n s .  

Foreign-born populations in LA County, 2010.
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K o r e a t o w n  -  a  M i c r o c o s m

Tw o  d e t a i l s  a r e  n o t i c e a b l e  w h e n  w e  l o o k  a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  L A 

m e t r o p o l i t a n  r e g i o n :  F i r s t ,  t h e s e  g r o u p s  d o  n o t  r e s i d e  i n  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  o f  a  h i g h e r  m e d i a n  i n c o m e ,  a n d 

s e c o n d ,  t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  h a v e  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  d i v e r s i t y  a r o u n d  K o r e a t o w n . 
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H i s t o r y  o f  K o r e a t o w n

K o r e a t o w n  i s  v e r i l y  a  m i c r o c o s m  f o r  L o s  A n g e l e s  a s 

a  w h o l e  -  i t  c a n  a l m o s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  c i t y  w i t h i n 

a  c i t y ,  w i t h  i t s  o w n  c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  w h a t  i t s 

d o w n t o w n  a r e a  c e n t e r e d  o n  W i l s h i r e  B o u l e v a r d , 

c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s k y s c r a p e r s .   D e s p i t e  i t s  n a m e , 

K o r e a t o w n  i s  a  d i v e r s e  m i x t u r e  o f  e t h n i c 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  w i t h  t h e  d o m i n a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  n o w 

b e i n g  L a t i n o ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  K o r e a n .   M a n y  o f  t h e  L a t i n 

C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  o f  E l  S a l v a d o r , 

G u a t e m a l a ,  H o n d u r a s ,  N i c a r a g u a ,  a n d  B o l i v i a ,  i n 

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S o u t h  K o r e a n  a n d  C h i n e s e  o n e s , 

a r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  K o r e a t o w n .  

T h e  a r e a  c u r r e n t l y  k n o w n  a s  K o r e a t o w n  w a s  o n c e  a 

t h r i v i n g  c e n t e r  o f  H o l l y w o o d .   T h e  A m b a s s a d o r 

H o t e l  h o s t e d  t h e  A c a d e m y  A w a r d s  f r o m  19 3 0  t o 

19 3 4 .   B y  t h e  19 6 0 s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  w e r e  i n  d e c l i n e  a s  H o l l y w o o d  m o v e d 

n o r t h w e s t - w a r d .   I n  19 6 8 ,  R o b e r t  F.  K e n n e d y  w a s 

s h o t  a t  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  H o t e l .  

W h a t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e s i r a b l e  f o r  L o s  A n g e l e s 

n a t i v e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a m e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  i m m i g r a n t 

K o r e a n s  w h o  a r r i v e d  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  19 6 5  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t i o n a l i t y 

A c t . 

T h e  i n i t i a l  K o r e a n  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o n  O l y m p i c 

B o u l e v a r d  h a s  n o w  s p r e a d  t o  a  m u c h  l a r g e r  r e g i o n , 

r u n n i n g  n o r t h - s o u t h  a l o n g  W e s t e r n  a n d  V e r m o n t  f o r 

t h r e e  m i l e s ,  a n d  e a s t - w e s t  a l o n g  O l y m p i c  B o u l e v a r d 

f o r  t w o  m i l e s . 1  T h e  a r e a  h a s  b e c o m e  s o  d i s t i n c t  i n 
1	 “Koreatown, Los Angeles |  Wikipedia.” 



t e r m s  o f  i t s  s i g n a g e  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  i n  2 0 0 8 , 

t h e  c i t y  d e s i g n a t e d  K o r e a t o w n  a  s p e c i a l  g r a p h i c s 

d i s t r i c t ,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  d i g i t a l  s i g n a g e  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c 

b i l l b o a r d  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  c o d e .

I n  2 0 1 0 ,  i n  a  d i s p u t e  w i t h  L i t t l e  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i c h 

w a s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c r e a t e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b o u n d a r i e s 

f o r  i t s  n a s c e n t  o f f i c i a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  K o r e a t o w n  s e t 

a n  o f f i c i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b o u n d a r y . 

Wikipedia. N.p., n.d. Web. 18 May 2016.
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C o m m u n i t y  I d e n t i t i e s  |  C o m m u n i t y  E x i s t e n c e

T h e  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n  i n  K o r e a t o w n  i s  a  u n i q u e  o n e 

a n d  e x e m p l i f i e s  a  l a r g e r  d i s c u s s i o n  a r o u n d 

e n c l a v i z a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s t r o n g  e n c l a v e 

i d e n t i t i e s  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .   D e s p i t e  i t s  n a m e , 

K o r e a t o w n  i s  a c t u a l l y  m a j o r i t y  L a t i n o .   B e h i n d 

K o r e a n  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  a r e  L a t i n o 

w o r k e r s  a n d  c u s t o m e r s .   T h i s  d y n a m i c  a r i s e s  f r o m 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a n  i n f l u x  o f , 

o f t e n  i l l e g a l ,  m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  f r o m  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n 

c o u n t r i e s  w h o  a r r i v e  i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u c h  a s 

K o r e a t o w n  o r  P i c o - U n i o n ,  a n  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  o f 

K o r e a t o w n ,  t o  f i n d  b e t t e r  l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g 

s i t u a t i o n s .   M o s t  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  h a v e  e x i s t e d  f o r 

d e c a d e s  w i t h i n  K o r e a t o w n  a n d  h a v e ,  f o r m a l l y  o r 

i n f o r m a l l y ,  c r e a t e d  a n  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 

w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  K o r e a t o w n  n e i g h b o r h o o d .   V i t a l 

f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s 

a n d ,  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  e n c l a v i z a t i o n  m e n t a l i t y  o f 

L o s  A n g e l e s ,  i s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  s t r o n g  a n d 

r o o t e d  i d e n t i t y .  

E v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e 

o v e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  f o r c e  o f 

K o r e a t o w n .   M o s t  o f t e n ,  t h e  t a c t i c  t o  f i g h t  f o r 

e x i s t e n c e  i s  a n  e c o n o m i c  o n e :  To  o p e n  a  s u c c e s s f u l 

B a n g l a d e s h i  r e s t a u r a n t  o r  a  S a l v a d o r a n  g r o c e r y 

s t o r e  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  c r e a t e d  a n 

a n c h o r  u p o n  w h i c h  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  c a n  t h r i v e , 

a t t r a c t i n g  m o r e  m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  t h i s 

w a y ,  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  s u c c e s s  a n d  s t r o n g 

n e i g h b o r h o o d  p r e s e n c e s  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d . 
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Size: 2.7 square miles

Density: 42,611 per sq mi.
Amongst the most dense in the city

Median Household : $30,558

Populat ion (2008): 124,281

<$10K
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$50 - 
$60K

$60 - 
$75K

$75 - 
$100K

$100 - 
$125K

$125 - 
$150K

$150 - 
$200K

>$200K

Asian and Latino high in percentage

Latino 53%

Asian 32%

Foreign-born: 78,221  
Korea (28.6%) and Mexico (23.9%) are the most 
common foreign places of birth

68%
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Populat ion (2008): 44,664

Size: 1.67 square miles

Density: 25,352 people per sq mi.
Amongst the most dense in the city

Median Household : $30,558

Latino 84%

<$10K

$10 - 
$20K

$20 - 
$30K

$30 - 
$40K

$40 - 
$50K

$50 - 
$60K

$60 - 
$75K

$75 - 
$100K

$100 - 
$125K

$125 - 
$150K

$150 - 
$200K

>$200K

Latino high in percentage

Foreign-born: 27,346
Mexican(45.6%) and Salvadoran(24.4%) are the 
most common foreign places of birth

64.6%

C
ity

-w
id

e 
di

st
ri

bu
tio

n

E
th

ni
cit

y
Im

m
igr

at
ion

Po
pu

la
tio

n
In

co
m

e

K o r e a t o w n  D e m o g r a p h i c s P i c o  U n i o n  D e m o g r a p h i c s
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O A X A C A N  C O R R I D O R  |  B a b y l o n
Site Condition 3

Specific Commercial
Need 1

Language Barriers
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Language Barrier

Population: ~200,000

Fences

Businesses: 14

Indigenous Languages

Taka ma ñayi nguiakoi ñayivi ñatu na ja'a 
tnu'u ja kusa'a ndeva'ña-i,  su'uva kaj i to 
va'aña-i,  yuka ku ja j iniñu'u ja kukototna-i.
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Language Barrier

Population: ~200,000

Fences

Businesses: 14

Indigenous Languages

Taka ma ñayi nguiakoi ñayivi ñatu na ja'a 
tnu'u ja kusa'a ndeva'ña-i,  su'uva kaj i to 
va'aña-i,  yuka ku ja j iniñu'u ja kukototna-i.

Language Barrier

Population: ~200,000

Fences

Businesses: 14

Indigenous Languages

Taka ma ñayi nguiakoi ñayivi ñatu na ja'a 
tnu'u ja kusa'a ndeva'ña-i,  su'uva kaj i to 
va'aña-i,  yuka ku ja j iniñu'u ja kukototna-i.

S i n c e  t h e  19 8 0 s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  l a r g e  i n f l u x 

o f  M e x i c a n  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O a x a c a .  

I n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  a n d  l o w e r i n g 

o f  w a g e s  h a s  l e d  m a n y  Z a p o t e c o s  a n d  M i x t e c o s  t o 

m i g r a t e .   M a n y  o f  t h e s e  m i g r a n t s ’  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e 

i s  i n d i g e n o u s .

W h e n  m i g r a n t s  g o  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n 

m e t  w i t h  m a n y  m o r e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r s  t h a n  m o s t 

M e x i c a n s .
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Language Barrier

Population: ~200,000

Fences

Businesses: 14

Indigenous Languages

Taka ma ñayi nguiakoi ñayivi ñatu na ja'a 
tnu'u ja kusa'a ndeva'ña-i,  su'uva kaj i to 
va'aña-i,  yuka ku ja j iniñu'u ja kukototna-i.

T h e  p h y s i c a l  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l  O a x a c a n  c o r r i d o r  i s  a l s o  a  f a i r l y  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r e e t  f i l l e d 

w i t h  a u t o  s h o p s ,  d o l l a r  s t o r e s ,  a n d  c a s h - c h e c k i n g  s e r v i c e s .   D u e  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  s t o r e s ,  f a c a d e s 

h a v e  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  f e e l .
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G U A T E M A L A N  M A Y A N  V I L L A G E  | 
C i t y  M o u s e  C o u n t r y  M o u s e Need 4

Lifestyle Change
Site Condition 4
Street Commerce
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Agrarian to Urban Lifestyle

Population: ~250,000
50-60% of  all Guatemalans are Indigenous Mayans

Fences

Businesses: 13

Wide Family Structure
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T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  G u a t e m a l a n s  w h o  c o m e  t o  L o s 

A n g l e s  a r e  o f  a n  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  a r e 

m o r e  f a m i l i a r  l i v i n g  i n  a  b r o a d e r  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e  i n 

w h i c h  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  f r i e n d s  b e c o m e s  a n  e x t e n s i o n 

o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y . 

N o t  o n l y  i s  a  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  G u a t e m a l a n 

c o m m u n i t y  f r o m  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s 

M a y a n  C h u j e s ,  Q u i c h é s ,  a n d  K a n j o b a l s ,  b u t  t h e s e 

g r o u p s  g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  a n  a g r a r i a n  l i f e s t y l e  i n  t h e i r 

h o m e  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  t h u s ,  a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e  u r b a n 

l i f e s t y l e  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t .

Agrarian to Urban Lifestyle

Population: ~250,000
50-60% of  all Guatemalans are Indigenous Mayans

Fences

Businesses: 13

Wide Family Structure Agrarian to Urban Lifestyle

Population: ~250,000
50-60% of  all Guatemalans are Indigenous Mayans

Fences

Businesses: 13

Wide Family Structure
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Agrarian to Urban Lifestyle

Population: ~250,000
50-60% of  all Guatemalans are Indigenous Mayans

Fences

Businesses: 13

Wide Family Structure

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  d e n s i t y  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e - p r o d u c e  t h e  k i n d  o f  w i d e r  f a m i l y 

s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  i n d i g e n o u s  G u a t e m a l a n s  a r e  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .   I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  o m n i p r e s e n c e  o f  f e n c e s 

i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s  m a k e  g a t h e r i n g s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .
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S A L V A D O R A N  C O R R I D O R  |  N o t  H e r e  N o r  T h e r e
Need 3

Access to resources
Site Condition 4
Street Commerce
Site Condition 3

Specific Commercial
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Refugee Status

Documented Population: ~ 350,000

No Access to Services

Businesses: 10

Undocumented Population: ~ ??

Illegal Status
$
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Refugee Status

Documented Population: ~ 350,000

No Access to Services

Businesses: 10

Undocumented Population: ~ ??

Illegal Status
$

D u e  t o  t h e  S a l v a d o r a n  C i v i l  W a r  i n  t h e  19 8 0 s  a n d 

s u b s e q u e n t  v i o l e n c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i n s t a b i l i t y 

i n  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  S a l v a d o r a n s  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  s e e k 

r e f u g e  i n  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h r o u g h 

t h e  Te m p o r a r y  P r o t e c t e d  S t a t u s  ( T P S )  l e g i s l a t i o n 

p a s s e d  i n  t h e  19 9 0 s .

M a n y  p e o p l e  g o  t o  c i t i e s  l i k e  L o s  A n g e l e s  a n d 

r e m a i n  t h e r e  a s  u n d o c u m e n t e d  r e f u g e e s . 
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Refugee Status

Documented Population: ~ 350,000

No Access to Services

Businesses: 10

Undocumented Population: ~ ??

Illegal Status
$

D u e  t o  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  s t a t u s ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  o f  S a l v a d o r a n  b a c k g r o u n d  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  c e r t a i n  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  m a y  h e l p 

t h e m  r o o t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  U S .   T h e  m o s t  c r u c i a l  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  l e g a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  a n d  w o r k - r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s .   T h u s ,  t h e i r 

m o d e  o f  b u s i n e s s  i s  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  i n f o r m a l  a n d  t e m p o r a r y ,  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  p u b l i c  s p a c e s .
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H I S T O R I C  F I L I P I N O T O W N  | 
C i t y  O n  A  H i l l Site Condition 2

Hilly
Need 5

Public Park



Difficulty of  Physical Access

Population: ~600,000
Only 10,000 living in the neighborhood

Established Neighborhood Fabric

Businesses: 40 Community Centers: 2

Geography

Philipino Workers Center

Search to Involve Pilipino Americans
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Difficulty of  Physical Access

Population: ~600,000
Only 10,000 living in the neighborhood

Established Neighborhood Fabric

Businesses: 40 Community Centers: 2

Geography

Philipino Workers Center

Search to Involve Pilipino Americans

Difficulty of  Physical Access

Population: ~600,000
Only 10,000 living in the neighborhood

Established Neighborhood Fabric

Businesses: 40 Community Centers: 2

Geography

Philipino Workers Center

Search to Involve Pilipino Americans
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H i s t o r i c  F i l i p i n o t o w n  s i t s  o n  t o p  o f  a  h i l l  w h i c h  h a s 

i n d u s t r i a l  r e g i o n s  a t  o n e  e n d  o f  i t s  m a i n  a c c e s s 

p o i n t .   T h e  a r e a  i s  a l s o  c u t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  w e s t  b y 

r a m p s  t o  t h e  I -1 0 1,  w h i c h  s i t s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l .



Difficulty of  Physical Access

Population: ~600,000
Only 10,000 living in the neighborhood

Established Neighborhood Fabric

Businesses: 40 Community Centers: 2

Geography

Philipino Workers Center

Search to Involve Pilipino Americans
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H i s t o r i c  F i l i p i n o t o w n ,  d e s p i t e  b e i n g  o n l y  2 0  y e a r s  o l d ,  h a s  a  v i b r a n t  a n d  g r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t y  c u l t u r e  d u e 

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  F i l i p i n o s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .   T h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s t i l l  l a c k s 

c e r t a i n  b a s i c  a m e n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  a  c o m p l e t e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e . 



82 

Need 1
Support Network

Site Condition 1
Specific Commerical

L I T T L E  V E N E Z U E L A | 
N e a r e r ,  F a r t h e r



Dispersed Population within Los Angeles

Population: ~6,000 

Political Troubles in the Home Country

Businesses in Neighborhood: 1

Distance

$

$

$

$
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Dispersed Population within Los Angeles

Population: ~6,000 

Political Troubles in the Home Country

Businesses in Neighborhood: 1

Distance

$

$

$

$

Dispersed Population within Los Angeles

Population: ~6,000 

Political Troubles in the Home Country

Businesses in Neighborhood: 1

Distance

$

$

$

$
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T h e  V e n e z u e l a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  o n l y  a r o u n d  6 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  L o s  A n g e l e s  M e t r o p o l i t a n  r e g i o n ,  a n d 

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  d i s p e r s e d .   I n s t a b i l i t y  d u e  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i n  V e n e z u e l a  m e a n s  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t s 

r e m a i n  s t r o n g l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  h o m e  c o u n t r y .   T h u s ,  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a n d  s e n d i n g  m o n e y  b a c k  h o m e  i s 

c r u c i a l .   C o n f l i c t s  i n  V e n e z u e l a n  p o l i t i c  a l s o  s p i l l  o v e r  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .



Dispersed Population within Los Angeles

Population: ~6,000 

Political Troubles in the Home Country

Businesses in Neighborhood: 1

Distance

$

$

$

$

85 
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Need 2
Basic Amenities

Site Condition 5
Failing Businesses

L I T T L E  B A N G L A D E S H  |
D a v i d  V e r s u s  K o r e a t o w n



87 

Island Within Koreatown

Population: ~20,000 

No Man’s Land of  Shuttered Storefronts

Businesses in Neighborhood: 20

Perpetually Closed 
Businesses

Permanent Scafolding

Papered windows
Shuttered storefronts

Lack of storefront



Island Within Koreatown

Population: ~20,000 

No Man’s Land of  Shuttered Storefronts

Businesses in Neighborhood: 20

Perpetually Closed 
Businesses

Permanent Scafolding

Papered windows
Shuttered storefronts

Lack of storefront

88 

L i t t l e  B a n g l a d e s h  i s  a  s i n g l e  s t r i p  t h a t  s i t s  w h o l l y  w i t h i n  K o r e a t o w n  a n d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  i d e n t i t y 

d u e  t o  t h e  v a r i e d  m i x  o f  s t o r e s  t h e r e .



Island Within Koreatown

Population: ~20,000 

No Man’s Land of  Shuttered Storefronts

Businesses in Neighborhood: 20

Perpetually Closed 
Businesses

Permanent Scafolding

Papered windows
Shuttered storefronts

Lack of storefront

89 

T h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c o r r i d o r  o n  3 r d  s t r e e t ,  a b o u t  a l m o s t  a  m i l e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  c o r e  o f  K o r e a t o w n ,  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h 

l o w e r - v a l u e  b r i c k  a n d  m o r t a r  s h o p s  l i k e  l i q u o r  s t o r e s ,  c e l l  p h o n e  s t o r e s ,  a n d  m a r i j u a n a  s h o p s .   T h u s ,  t h e 

g e n e r a l  s t r e e t  f a b r i c  i s  r i d d l e d  w i t h  e m p t y  o r  s h u t t e r e d  s t o r e f r o n t s .
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T h e  I m a g e  a n d  t h e 
S i g n
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C e n t r a l  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  i t s  a r d e n t 

d e p e n d e n c e  o n  c a r s .   I n  t h e  c i t y  k n o w n  f o r  t h e 

f r e e w a y s  a n d  i n t e r c h a n g e s  c r i s s - c r o s s i n g  i t s  u r b a n 

f a b r i c ,  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h  a  f a s t - m o v i n g  v e h i c l e 

a n d  f a s t - m o v i n g  d r i v e r  i n  m i n d  a r e  m y r i a d .   C h a p m a n 

M a r k e t ,  w h e n  i t  f i r s t  o p e n e d  i n  19 2 9  i n  w h a t  i s  n o w 

K o r e a t o w n ,  w a s  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  f i r s t  d r i v e - i n  g r o c e r y 

s t o r e  a n d  m a r k e t .   I t  h a d  a n  e n t i r e  c o u r t y a r d  s e t 

a s i d e  f o r  p a r k i n g .  B e y o n d  s i m p l y  p a r k i n g ,  h o w e v e r , 

t h e  c a r - c e n t r i c  m e n t a l i t y  d r i v e s  u r b a n  d e s i g n  o n 

m u l t i p l e  l e v e l s . 

A r o u n d  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  B a n h a m  p u b l i s h e d  t h e 

L o s  A n g e l e s :  A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  F o u r  E c o l o g i e s , 

R o b e r t  V e n t u r i  a n d  D e n i s e  S c o t t  B r o w n  p u t  o u t 

L e a r n i n g  f r o m  L a s  V e g a s  i n  19 7 2 ,  w h i c h  s h a r e  m a n y 

o f  t h e  P o p  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  e m b r a c e  o f  p o p u l a r 

c u l t u r e  a s  a  l e g i t i m a t e  f o r c e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  u r b a n 

c o n d i t i o n .  

V e n t u r i  S c o t t  B r o w n  h a v e  a n  e m b r a c e  f o r  t h e  s i g n   

a n d  t h e  f l a t n e s s  o f  A m e r i c a n  u r b a n  a r t i f a c t s  t h a t 

e s p e c i a l l y  a p p l i e s  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s .   B u i l d i n g s 

c o n t a i n i n g  w h a t  t h e i r  e x t e r i o r  a d v e r t i s e s  t o  b e  - 

‘ d u c k s ’,  i n  t h e  p a r l a n c e  o f  L e a r n i n g  f r o m  L a s  V e g a s ,  

a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .   T h e  w a y 

o n e  m o v e s  a b o u t  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  i s  m a r k e d l y 

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  a  w a l k a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .   O n e  i m a g e s 

t h a t ,  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  c i t y  d r i v i n g  i n  t h e i r  c a r s , 

t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  b l a t a n t  s i g n  o r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  a 

g i v e n  s p a c e  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  u s a g e  o f  t h a t  s p a c e .  

O t h e r w i s e ,  i t  w o u l d  s i m p l y  b e  o v e r l o o k e d .  

L e a r n i n g  f r o m  L o s  A n g e l e s
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Lit t le Tokyo Koreatown Thai Town
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S i g n s  f o r  C o m m e r c e
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S i g n s  a s  B o r d e r  D e s i g n a t i o n
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S i g n s  a s  C u l t u r a l  S y m b o l s
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I n f o r m a l  C o m m e r c e
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L a t i n o  U r b a n i s m  a n d  t h e  C a s e  f o r  I n f o r m a l  C o m m e r c e

W e  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m m e r c e  i n  t h e 

c r e a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  i d e n t i t y , 

b u t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ’  c o m m e r c i a l 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  K o r e a t o w n  a r e a ,  i s 

i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e .   T h e s e  a r e  t h e  s t r e e t  v e n d o r s 

t h a t  s e l l  d r i n k s  a n d  s n a c k s ,  c l o t h e s ,  s h o e s ,  b o o k s , 

a n d  r e g i o n a l  f o o d .   T h e s e  i t e m s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s o l d 

i l l e g a l l y ,  w i t h o u t  a  v e n d o r ’ s  l i c e n s e ,  a n d  b y  t h e 

p o o r e s t  t i e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  u s u a l l y  t h e  L a t i n o 

i n  t h i s  c a s e .   D u e  t o  t h e  i l l e g a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s 

c o m m e r c e ,  v e n d o r s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o  b e  f l e x i b l e  a n d 

c r e a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  u s a g e  o f  s p a c e  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  i n 

o r d e r  t o  p a c k  a n d  u n p a c k  t h e i r  w a r e s  e a s i l y .  

J a m e s  R o j a s  c o i n s  t h i s  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a l i t y , 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  E a s t  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  w h i c h 

i s  p r i m a r i l y  L a t i n o ,  a s  ‘ L a t i n o  U r b a n i s m ’.   H e  u s e s 

t h i s  t e r m  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a d  h o c  a n d  o r g a n i c  w a y s 

i n  w h i c h  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  r e d e s i g n  t h e i r  u r b a n 

s p a c e s  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  n e e d s . 

T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e  i s  a  n u a n c e d 

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  o n e :  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n 

o f  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m e a n s  o f 

i n c o m e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  f i n d  l e g i t i m a t e 

e m p l o y m e n t  d u e  t o  t h e i r  s t a t u s ,  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y 

i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  f o r  m e r c h a n t s ,  a n d 

a l l o w  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  t o  b e  s e t ,  b u t  w o u l d  l i k e l y 

i m p r o v e  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  K o r e a t o w n  o v e r a l l ;  o n  t h e 

o t h e r  h a n d ,  l e g i t i m i z a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  a n  i n d i r e c t 

a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  i l l e g a l  i m m i g r a t i o n .  
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T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  o n e  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e , 

s t r e e t  f o o d  v e n d i n g ,  h a s  s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s 

t h a t  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a b i d e  b y  f o r  m e r c h a n t s  w h o 

m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e  m o n e t a r y  m e a n s  t o  c o m p l y .  

V i o l a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  l a c k  o f  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  t o  w a s h 

h a n d s ,  f o o d  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  ‘ u n a p p r o v e d  s o u r c e s ’, 

u n s a f e  f o o d  t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  n o  r e s t r o o m  a p p r o v e d 

f o r  f o o d  h a n d l e r s ,  a n d  u n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r 

f o o d  e q u i p m e n t . 1

T h i s  t h e s i s  t a k e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i n f o r m a l 

c o m m e r c e  s h o u l d ,  i n  f a c t ,  b e  l e g i t i m i z e d .   F r o m  a 

p r a g m a t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e s e  v e n d o r s  a r e  n o t  o n l y 

p r o v i d i n g  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e 

b e  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  w h i c h  w o u l d   b e n e f i t  t h e  e c o n o m y 
1	 “LA County Public Health - Environmental 
Health.” LA County Public Health - Environmental 
Health. County of Los Angeles Public Health 
Depar tment, n.d. Web. 18 May 2016.

a s  a  w h o l e ,  b u t  t h e y  a d d  t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e 

s t r e e t  l i f e  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  a  c i t y  t h a t  i s  n a t u r a l l y 

l a c k i n g  i n  t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  
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T h e r e  i s  a n  a r g u m e n t  t o  b e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  m y r i a d  p o t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  o f  l e g i t i m i z i n g  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e  o n 

b o t h  t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l  a n d  o n  a  l o c a l  l e v e l .

E c o n o m i c  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y

Approx. 811,000 informal merchants Approx $1.1 bn in unpaid payroll  taxes and insurance 
benefits
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N o t  o n l y  c o u l d  l e g i t i m i z i n g  s t r e e t  c o m m e r c e  p r o v i d e 

p o t e n t i a l  t a x  r e v e n u e s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  b u t  s t u d i e s 

h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  i t  c a n  a l s o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f o o t  t r a f f i c 

o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  s t o r e s . 
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Mobile Storage

Snacks

Drinks

Flowers

$1 x 15

$1 x 25

$5 x 10

Median as storage area

Road guards as 
storage area

Commerce
Region

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Truck

Chairs

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Fence

Tarp

Stairs

$10 x 10

$10 x 10

$5 x 20

$10 x 20

Clothing

Cookware

DVDs

Shoes

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Garbage Can

Countertop

Stove

Shelter

Empanadas

Taco

Papusa

$2 x 60

$5 x 60

$3 x 80

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Ice

Blender

Mobile Kitchen

Umbrel la

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day
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O n  i t s  s m a l l e s t  s c a l e ,  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e  o c c u r s 

w i t h  a  v e n d o r  w a l k i n g  w i t h  g o o d s  i n  h i s  h a n d s .  

T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  v e n d o r s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t  t h e  o f f 

r a m p  o f  a  h i g h w a y s  s e l l i n g  w a t e r  o r  f l o w e r s .   To  

h e l p  t h e m  h o l d  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  g o o d s ,  t h e y  o f t e n 

h a v e  a  s h o p p i n g  c a r t  p a r k e d  n e a r b y .

Highway vendor

I n f o r m a l  C o m m e r c e :  S p a c e s  A n d  E q u i p m e n t



Mobile Storage

Snacks

Drinks

Flowers

$1 x 15

$1 x 25

$5 x 10

Median as storage area

Road guards as 
storage area

Commerce
Region

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Truck

Chairs

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Fence

Tarp

Stairs

$10 x 10

$10 x 10

$5 x 20

$10 x 20

Clothing

Cookware

DVDs

Shoes

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Garbage Can

Countertop

Stove

Shelter

Empanadas

Taco

Papusa

$2 x 60

$5 x 60

$3 x 80

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Ice

Blender

Mobile Kitchen

Umbrel la

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day
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A  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r - s c a l e  o p e r a t i o n  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e 

d r i n k s  a n d  f r u i t s  v e n d o r ,  w h o  c a n  b e  f o u n d  w h e r e 

t h e r e  a r e  l a r g e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e ,  s e l l i n g 

s m o o t h i e s  a n d  f r u i t  s a l a d s . 

Fruit  Vendor



Mobile Storage

Snacks

Drinks

Flowers

$1 x 15

$1 x 25

$5 x 10

Median as storage area

Road guards as 
storage area

Commerce
Region

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Truck

Chairs

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Fence

Tarp

Stairs

$10 x 10

$10 x 10

$5 x 20

$10 x 20

Clothing

Cookware

DVDs

Shoes

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Garbage Can

Countertop

Stove

Shelter

Empanadas

Taco

Papusa

$2 x 60

$5 x 60

$3 x 80

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Ice

Blender

Mobile Kitchen

Umbrel la

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day
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Te n t  v e n d o r s  c a n  u s u a l l y  b e  s e e n  i n  g r o u p s  d u r i n g 

t h e  w e e k e n d s  w h e n  f o o d  m a r k e t s  a p p e a r  o n  t h e 

s t r e e t s .   T h e s e  m e r c h a n t s  u s e  t e n t s  t o  s h i e l d 

t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  s u n  a n d  u s u a l l y  c o m e  t o  t h e 

m a r k e t s  w i t h  m o b i l e  h o t  p l a t e s ,  f r y e r s ,  c o o l e r s , 

a n d  o t h e r  k i t c h e n  e q u i p m e n t  t o  c o o k  f r e s h  f o o d .

Tent vendor



Mobile Storage

Snacks

Drinks

Flowers

$1 x 15

$1 x 25

$5 x 10

Median as storage area

Road guards as 
storage area

Commerce
Region

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Truck

Chairs

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Fence

Tarp

Stairs

$10 x 10

$10 x 10

$5 x 20

$10 x 20

Clothing

Cookware

DVDs

Shoes

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Garbage Can

Countertop

Stove

Shelter

Empanadas

Taco

Papusa

$2 x 60

$5 x 60

$3 x 80

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Ice

Blender

Mobile Kitchen

Umbrel la

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day
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F o o d  t r u c k  v e n d o r s  a r e  m o b i l e  m e r c h a n t s  w h o  c a n 

m o v e  a b o u t  t h e  c i t y  t o  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s ,  w h i c h 

d e p e n d  o n  t h e  t i m e  o f  d a y  a n d  d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k .  

T h e s e  v e n d o r s  w i l l  s e l l  a  l a r g e r  v a r i e t y  o f  f o o d  a n d 

o f t e n  h a v e  c o l l a p s i b l e  t a b l e s  a n d  c h a i r s  t o  c r e a t e 

a  d i n i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s .   T h i s  g r o u p  o f 

v e n d o r s  a r e  m o s t  o f t e n  t h e  o n e s  w i t h  s t r e e t  v e n d i n g 

l i c e n s e s . 

Truck vendor



Mobile Storage

Snacks

Drinks

Flowers

$1 x 15

$1 x 25

$5 x 10

Median as storage area

Road guards as 
storage area

Commerce
Region

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Truck

Chairs

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Fence

Tarp

Stairs

$10 x 10

$10 x 10

$5 x 20

$10 x 20

Clothing

Cookware

DVDs

Shoes

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Garbage Can

Countertop

Stove

Shelter

Empanadas

Taco

Papusa

$2 x 60

$5 x 60

$3 x 80

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day

Ice

Blender

Mobile Kitchen

Umbrel la

Smoothie

Fruit

Fruit  medley

$7 x 25

$5 x 30

$8 x 10

Necessary Equipment

Street Context

Items Sold 
per day
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F e n c e  v e n d o r s  s e l l  l a r g e r  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  c l o t h i n g , 

s h o e s ,  a n d  b o o k s  o n  t h e  l a w n s  a n d  f e n c e s  i n  f r o n t 

o f  t h e i r  h o m e s .   O f t e n ,  t h e s e  a r e  w o m e n  w h o  a r e 

r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m u s t  s t a y  a t  h o m e . 

Fence vendor
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P r o p o s a l
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T h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r g u e s  f o r  a n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  n e t w o r k  t h r o u g h  K o r e a t o w n 

c o m p o s e d  o f  ‘ l i n k s ’ ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i c o n i c  s t r e e t 

f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  s e r v e  a  d u a l  u s e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s 

t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d 

‘ n o d e s ’  w h i c h  w i l l  a c t  a s  g a t e s  w h i c h  a l s o  s e r v e  a 

d u a l  u s e  i n  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r 

e n c l a v e  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v i c i n g  t h a t  e n c l a v e  w i t h 

e s s e n t i a l  p r o g r a m m a t i c  a c t i v i t i e s .   To g e t h e r  t h e s e 

t w o  s t r a t e g i e s  w i l l  s t i t c h  K o r e a t o w n  t o g e t h e r  a s  a 

n e t w o r k  o f  d i s t i n c t ,  y e t  c o n n e c t e d ,  n e i g h b o r h o o d s , 

e a c h  w i t h  i t s  u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y .  

T h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  t h i s  t h e s i s  h o l d s  i s  t h a t  t h e 

c i t y  s h o u l d  e m b r a c e  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e  a s  a 

l e g i t i m a t e  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e  a n d  b u s i n e s s  f o r  i t s 

p o o r e s t  r e s i d e n t s .   A n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n f o r m a l  c o m m e r c e 

s h o u l d  b e  s e e n  a s  a  u n i q u e  s t r e n g t h  t h a t 

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  s u c h  a s  K o r e a t o w n  a n d  P i c o - U n i o n 

h a v e  i n  e n a c t i n g  a  f l e x i b l e  u r b a n i s m .  

A n  U r b a n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  N e t w o r k



125 



126 

H y b r i d  s t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e  s e r v i c e s  b o t h 

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  c o n t a i n s 

e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  a i d  s t r e e t  m e r c h a n t s .

L i n k s
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I c o n i c  g a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c r o s s i n g 

o f  a  t h r e s h o l d  f r o m  o n e  e t h n i c 

e n c l a v e  t o  t h e  n e x t .   T h e s e 

c r o s s i n g s  a r e  p r o g r a m m a t i c  a n d 

r e f l e c t  b r o a d e r  i s s u e s  f a c e d  n o t 

o n l y  b y  t h e  e n c l a v e  b u t  f o r  t h e 

b r o a d e r  i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n . 

N o d e s
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D u a l - u s e  s t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  w i t h 

t w o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  m i n d :  O n e  i s  h o w  t o  b r i n g 

m o r e  a b o u t  m o r e  s t r e e t  p r e s e n c e  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d 

g i v e  K o r e a t o w n  a s  a n  e n t i r e t y  a  u n i q u e  i d e n t i t y ; 

a n o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  h o w  t h i s  f u r n i t u r e  c a n  b e 

a  d u a l  u s e  d e v i c e  t h a t  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a n  a i d  t o 

i n f o r m a l  s t r e e t  v e n d o r s .   G i v e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r e e t 

v e n d i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  n e e d  o f  a  p r o x i m i t y 

t o  a  g a r b a g e  c a n ,  f o o d  p r e p p i n g  s t a t i o n ,  w a r m i n g 

s t a t i o n ,  r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  e t c ,  w e  e m b e d  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s 

w i t h i n  c u r r e n t  f u r n i t u r e  d e s i g n s . 

L i n k s :  H y b r i d  E q u i p m e n t
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T h e  F l a t - P a c k  V e n d o r  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o 

b e  f l u s h  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  w h e n  n o t  i n 

u s e ,  l i f t e d  t h r o u g h   i t s  r a i l s  t o  b e 

s e a t i n g ,  o r  l i f t e d  e v e n  h i g h e r  t o  b e 

a  s h e l f  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  h a n g  i t e m s  f o r 

s a l e . 

Rails

Seating for 
Three

Suppor t for 
bench, or shelf

F l a t - P a c k  V e n d o r
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T h e  W e t  B a r  i s  b o t h  a  d r i n k i n g  f o u n t a i n 

a n d  a  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  c l e a n i n g 

s t a t i o n .   T h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h e r e  f o r 

v e n d o r s  w h o ,  b y  L A  c o u n t y  s t r e e t 

v e n d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o 

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  a n d 

c l e a n  f o o d  e q u i p m e n t .

Drinking 
Fountain

Wet Station

W e t  B a r
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T h e  C h a r g i n g  M e t e r  i s  a  d u a l  p a r k i n g 

m e t e r  a n d  c h a r g i n g  s t a t i o n .   O n e  c a n 

b o t h  p a y  t o  p a r k  a n d  p a y  t o  c h a r g e  a n 

e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  r a n g e 

f r o m  a  c e l l  p h o n e  t o  c o o l e r ,  t o  k e e p 

f o o d  a t  a  s a f e  t e m p e r a t u r e .  

Payment slots of 
parking and electricity

H o l d e r  f o r  p h o n e s

Outlet

C h a r g i n g  M e t e r 	
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T h e  D a y  t o  N i g h t  L a m p  b o t h  p r o v i d e s 

l i g h t  a n d  p r o t e c t s  f r o m  i t .   I t  i s  a 

r e g u l a t i o n  s t r e e t  l a m p ,  b u t  o n  t h e 

p e d e s t r i a n  f a c i n g  s i d e ,  p r o v i d e s 

s h a d i n g  f o r  v e n d o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y 

a n d  a  s o u r c e  o f  l i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e m  i n 

t h e  e v e n i n g s . 

Collapsed when not in use

Street l ighting

Collapsible shading

Expanded Shelter

D a y  t o  N i g h t  L a m p
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F o l d e d  T y v e k  A s  V e n d i n g  L i c e n s e

T h e  s t r e e t  v e n d i n g  l i c e n s e  i s  r e - c o n c e p t u a l i z e d 

w i t h  a  L a t i n o  U r b a n i s m  a t t i t u d e  i n  m i n d .   T h e 

p r o p o s a l  f o r  o f f i c i a l  l i c e n s e s  i s  t o  h a v e  a  t y v e k 

s h e e t ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o l d e d  a s  a  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e 

i n  v a r i o u s  w a y s .   T h e s e  s h e e t s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  a 

v i s i b l e  s i g n  o f  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  v e n d o r ,  b u t  c a n 

a l s o  a c t  a s  a  f o r m  o f  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  t h e  v e n d o r .  

T h e s e  t y v e k  s h e e t s  c a n  a t t a c h  t o  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

o n  t h e  g r o u n d . 

V-form span

X-form span

Parabola
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Coordinated Street Furniture Program is ....for your community.

500 Public Amenity Kiosks (PAK’s)

100 Pillar-Style Public Amenity Kiosks 

150 Automated Public Toilets (APT’s)

2500 Transit Shelters with matching trash receptacles

100 Newsstand Vending Kiosks

12-14’

12-14’

9’

4’

9’

7’

8’

4.5’

4.5’

9’

3.5’

9’

9’

140 

O n e  n o t e  a b o u t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e  p o l i t i c s  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  a n d  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  c i t i e s  m o r e  b r o a d l y : 

M u c h  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  w i t h i n  c i t i e s  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  w h i c h  f u n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e 

e q u i p m e n t .   T h u s ,  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  a l s o  b e c o m e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  s p a c e s .   O u r  p r o p o s a l  i s  t o  f u n d  t h e s e 

e q u i p m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  t a x e s  f r o m  l e g i t i m i z i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a l  m e r c h a n t s .   I n  t h i s  w a y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d i r e c t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t a x e s  p a i d  a n d  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f u n d i n g . 

C u r r e n t  S t r e e t  F u r n i t u r e  P o l i t i c s



Coordinated Street Furniture Program is ....for your community.

500 Public Amenity Kiosks (PAK’s)

100 Pillar-Style Public Amenity Kiosks 

150 Automated Public Toilets (APT’s)

2500 Transit Shelters with matching trash receptacles

100 Newsstand Vending Kiosks

12-14’

12-14’

9’

4’

9’

7’

8’

4.5’

4.5’

9’

3.5’

9’

9’
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S t r e e t  l i g h t i n g  o c c u r s  i n  t w o  f o r m s :  l i g h t i n g  f o r 

v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c .   T h e 

s p a c i n g ,  l u m i n o s i t y ,  a n d  d e s i g n s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  t y p e s 

o f  l a m p s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t . 

L i g h t i n g  R e q u i r e m e n t s

12 -15’

20 -  40 ’

Shepards Crook
with Pendant

Fluted Tapered Pole
with “S” Arm

Modern Pole
with Brim Top

Modern 
Semihemisphere

Modern F lat 
Top

Fluted Upright with
Ornate Luminaire

UM1906
Ornamental

CD 929
Fluted

Fluted Pole with base
and teardrop luminaire

Fluted Pole
with base

Pedest r ian St r ee t  L ights Roadway St r eet  L ights

84’

70’

60’

70’

170’

40’

140’

36’

120’

34’

Large Medium

Small
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12 -15’

20 -  40 ’

Shepards Crook
with Pendant

Fluted Tapered Pole
with “S” Arm

Modern Pole
with Brim Top

Modern 
Semihemisphere

Modern F lat 
Top

Fluted Upright with
Ornate Luminaire

UM1906
Ornamental

CD 929
Fluted

Fluted Pole with base
and teardrop luminaire

Fluted Pole
with base

Pedest r ian St r ee t  L ights Roadway St r eet  L ights

84’

70’

60’

70’

170’

40’

140’

36’

120’

34’

Large Medium

Small
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S e a t i n g  R e q u i r e m e n t s

T h e  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  o u t d o o r  s e a t i n g  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s 

i s  f r a u g h t ,  a s  t h e  c i t y  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o v i d e  s e a t i n g 

b u t  a v o i d s  a  d e s i g n  t h a t  m a k e s  t h i s  i n t o  a  p l a c e  t o 

s l e e p . 

Los Angeles Bus Bench 2Los Angeles Bus Bench 1Santa Monica Blue Bus Bench

Grand Park Bench 1 Grand Park Bench 2Soofabench

B u s  B e n c h e s

R e c r e a t i o n a l  B e n c h e s

6’

200’

Spac ing
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Los Angeles Bus Bench 2Los Angeles Bus Bench 1Santa Monica Blue Bus Bench

Grand Park Bench 1 Grand Park Bench 2Soofabench

B u s  B e n c h e s

R e c r e a t i o n a l  B e n c h e s

6’

200’

Spac ing



N o d e s :  I n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  C r o s s i n g s

146 

B o r r o w i n g  f r o m  L o s  A n g e l e s ’  t e n d e n c y  f o r  l a r g e 

s i g n a g e ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  ‘ c r o s s i n g ’  a r e  c o n c e i v e d 

a s  p r o g r a m m a t i c  g a t e s  t h a t  m a r k  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o 

a n  e n c l a v e .   V i s u a l l y ,  t h e s e  c r o s s i n g  a r e  m e a n t  t o 

b e  s e e n  a n d  r e c o g n i z e d  f r o m  a  d i s t a n c e .  

P r o g r a m m a t i c a l l y ,  t h e y  a r e  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  n e e d s 

a n d  d y n a m i c s  o f  e a c h  e n c l a v e ,  w h e t h e r  t h a t  i s  t h e 

n e e d  f o r  a  m a r k e t ,  o p e n  s p a c e ,  o r  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e 

o r  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y . 
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T h i s  p r o p o s a l  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  t e n s i o n  t h a t  a r i s e s 

f r o m  a  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  p h y s i c a l l y  i n  o n e  a r e a ,  b u t 

i s  v e r y  m u c h  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a n o t h e r .   T h e  V e n e z u e l a n s 

l i v i n g  i n  K o r e a t o w n  s t i l l  s e n d  r e m i t t a n c e s  a n d 

g o o d s  t o  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  l i v i n g  i n  V e n e z u e l a ,  i n 

a d d i t i o n  t o  c a l l i n g  t h e m  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  p h o n e  c a r d s .  

T h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i m a g e s  a  g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e  i n  a n 

e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  c o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h e  f u r n i t u r e 

s t o r e s  w h i c h  a r e  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d  s h a r i n g 

s p a c e  w i t h  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e .   A  s e t  o f  c e l l  t o w e r s 

a c t  a s  g a t e  f o r  t h e  s p a c e ,  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  c o n t a i n s 

c o l l a p s i b l e  p o l e s ,  w h i c h  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t 

a n d  r e - a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  m a r k e t  s p a c e s ,  a n d  a  s m a l l 

r e m i t t a n c e  a n d  c a l l  c e n t e r  i s  s e t  u p  a t  t h e  c o r n e r 

o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .   

L I T T L E  V E N E Z U E L A  |  C a l l  a n d  R e m i t t a n c e  C e n t e r
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L I T T L E  V E N E Z U E L A  |  C a l l  a n d  R e m i t t a n c e  C e n t e r
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L i t t l e  V e n e z u e l a  i s  o n  t h e  e d g e  o n  K o r e a t o w n  a n d 

i t s  n a s c e n t  i d e n t i t y  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  e v e r -

g r o w i n g  s p r e a d  o f  K o r e a t o w n .  T h u s  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e 

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e 

t w o  e n c l a v e s .

W
es

te
rn

 A
ve

Koreatown (Mapping LA)

El Salvadoran Corridor 

Oaxacan Corridor (Proposed)

Lit t le Venezuela (Proposed)

Guatemalan Mayan Vi l lage (Proposed)

Lit t le Bangladesh (Off icial) Historic Fi l l ipinotown

Ve
rm

on
t 

A
ve

Wi lshire Blvd

8th St.

3rd St.

Paseo Colombia (Proposed)

meters333 1,000 1,666 3,0000 4,333

Need 1
Support Network

Site Condition 1
Specific Commerical



151 

L i t t l e  V e n e z u e l a

K o r e a t o w n



Furniture Store
(existing)

Storage

Parking

Flexible Markets

Remit tance and 
call  center

Cell  tower

Phone booths

152 



Parking lot space when markets are 
not present

153 
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Lit t le Venezuela 
Axonometric
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L I T T L E  B A N G L A D E S H  |  D a v i d  v e r s u s  K o r e a t o w n
L i t t l e  B a n g l a d e s h  i s  a  s m a l l  e n c l a v e  -  i t  c e n t e r s  o n 

T h i r d  A v e n u e ,  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  A l e x a n d r i a  A v e n u e 

a n d  S o u t h  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  A v e  -  t h a t  s i t s  w i t h i n 

K o r e a t o w n .   I n  f a c t ,  i t s  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  o f f i c i a l 

n e i g h b o r h o o d  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  i t s e l f ,  a s  a  d e f e n s i v e 

m e c h a n i s m  a g a i n s t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  K o r e a t o w n ,  w a s 

w h a t  s p u r r e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  K o r e a t o w n ’ s 

b o u n d a r i e s .  

T h e  e n c l a v e ’ s  n e e d s  a r e  t o  d e v e l o p  b o t h  a 

s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  v i b r a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  r e g i o n  a s  w e l l 

a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s t r o n g e r  c o m m u n i t y  i d e n t i t y . 

T h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  a  s e t  o f  l i g h t w e i g h t  s c r e e n  ‘ t o w e r s ’ 

t h a t  r u n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o r r i d o r  a n d  m a r k  t h e  e n t i r e 

z o n e .  T h e s e  s c r e e n s  a r e  a l s o  f u n c t i o n a l  -   b e h i n d 

t h e m  a r e  v e r t i c a l  h y d r o p o n i c  g a r d e n s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e 

r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  a r e a  c a n  u s e  t o  g r o w  f o o d . 
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L I T T L E  B A N G L A D E S H  |  D a v i d  v e r s u s  K o r e a t o w n
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T h e  s i t e  h i g h l i g h t e d  h e r e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f 

t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  L i t t l e  B a n g l a d e s h .   A s 

w e  c a n  s e e ,  i t s  f o o t p r i n t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  s i n g l e 

W
es

te
rn

 A
ve

Koreatown (Mapping LA)

El Salvadoran Corridor 

Oaxacan Corridor (Proposed)

Lit t le Venezuela (Proposed)

Guatemalan Mayan Vi l lage (Proposed)

Lit t le Bangladesh (Off icial) Historic Fi l l ipinotown

Ve
rm

on
t 

A
ve

Wi lshire Blvd

8th St.

3rd St.

Paseo Colombia (Proposed)

meters333 1,000 1,666 3,0000 4,333

Need 2
Basic Amenities

Site Condition 5
Failing Businesses
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L i t t l e  B a n g l a d e s h
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Hydroponic screens
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Alternative Screen Designs



Second-story plan

164 



Screen

Structure

Stairs

165 
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S t e e l  M e s hTo w e r s  o f  F o o d
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S c a f f o l d i n g H y d r o p o n i c  A g r i c u l t u r e
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H I S T O R I C  F I L I P I N O T O W N  |  C i t y  o n  a  H i l l
F i l i p i n o t o w n  i s  a n  o l d e r  e n c l a v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d , 

d e s p i t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  d i s p e r s a l  o f  F i l i p i n o s  a c r o s s 

t h e  g r e a t e r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  r e g i o n ,  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d 

s t i l l  h a s  a  s t r o n g  p r e s e n c e .   I t  h a s  e x i s t e d  a s  a n 

a r e a  w h e r e  F i l i p i n o s  s e t t l e  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f 

t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h o u g h t  i t  o n l y  i n  2 0 11  r e c e i v e d 

a n  o f f i c i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  d e s i g n a t i o n .   I t s 

d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a  ‘ h i s t o r i c ’  a r e a  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e 

f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a r e a  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s 

t h a t  h o n o r s  F i l i p i n o s .  

D e s p i t e  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  a b u n d a n t  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

H i s t o r i c  F i l i p i n o t o w n  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  p h y s i c a l l y 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e s s  a r e a  b e t w e e n  K o r e a t o w n  a n d 

E c h o  P a r k .  N o t  o n l y  i s  t h e  w e s t e r n  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e 

e n c l a v e  b i s e c t e d  b y  t h e  1 0 1  F r e e w a y ,  b u t  t h e 

e n c l a v e  i t s e l f  a l s o  s i t s  i n  o n  a  s t e e p  h i l l .  

T h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h i s  e n c l a v e  i s  a  t i e r e d  p u b l i c 

p a r k  a n d  s e r i e s  o f  e l e v a t o r s  w h i c h  a l s o  a c t  a s 

t o w e r s  t o  b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y  b r i n g  p e o p l e  u p  t o  t h e 

e n c l a v e ,  b u t  l i g h t s  t h e  w a y  t h e r e  a s  w e l l .   T h i s 

i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  n e a r b y 

s c h o o l ,  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  p h y s i c a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e 

e n c l a v e . 
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H I S T O R I C  F I L I P I N O T O W N  |  C i t y  o n  a  H i l l
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L o o k i n g  a t  b o t h  t h e  t o p o g r a p h y  a n d  t h e  h i g h w a y 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a r o u n d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  e n c l a v e , 

w e  c a n  s e e  t h a t  i t  s i t s  i n  a n  a w k w a r d  l o c a t i o n  a t 

t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  r o a d s  a s  w e l l  a s  a t 

t h e  f o o t  o f  a  r a t h e r  s t e e p  h i l l . 

Site Condition 2
Hilly

Need 5
Public Park

W
es

te
rn

 A
ve

Koreatown (Mapping LA)

El Salvadoran Corridor 

Oaxacan Corridor (Proposed)

Lit t le Venezuela (Proposed)

Guatemalan Mayan Vi l lage (Proposed)

Lit t le Bangladesh (Off icial) Historic Fi l l ipinotown

Ve
rm

on
t 

A
ve

Wi lshire Blvd

8th St.

3rd St.

Paseo Colombia (Proposed)

meters333 1,000 1,666 3,0000 4,333
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+ 5 0 f t

+ 2 0 f t
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C o n c l u s i o n
T h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  e x a m i n e d  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  c u l t u r a l 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  t h a t  c a n  s h a p e 

t h e m .   I t s  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e 

n o t  o n l y  c o m e  t o  s h a p e  t h e  u r b a n  f o r m  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  b u t  t h e 

u r b a n  m e n t a l i t y  a n d  b e h a v i o r  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .   W e 

p r a g m a t i c a l l y  r e c e i v e  t h e  c a r - c e n t r i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  L o s 

A n g e l e s  a s  a  g i v e n  a n d  s e e  i t s  n o n - h i e r a r c h i c a l  s p r a w l  a s  a 

u n i q u e l y  A m e r i c a n  a r c h e t y p e .   T h u s ,  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 

t h e  c u l t u r a l  i m p a c t  o f  s p r a w l  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  a l l o w s  c r e a t e s 

a  l e n s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t o  s t u d y  o t h e r  c i t i e s  s u c h  P h o e n i x , 

H o u s t o n ,  S a n  D i e g o ,  a n d  t h e  l i k e .      

T h e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e 

e n c l a v e s  s t u d i e d  a n d  t h e  n e t w o r k  p r o p o s a l  o v e r a l l  a l l  h a v e 

a n  u n d e r l y i n g  b e l i e f  s y s t e m  t h a t  o r g a n i c ,  f l e x i b l e ,  a n d 

t e m p o r a l  d e s i g n  c a n  o f t e n  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a 

c o m m u n i t y .   W h i l e  t h e  d e s i g n e r  c a n  o f f e r  a  u n i q u e  p e r s p e c t i v e 

i n t o  h o w  t o  i n t e r v e n e ,  t h e  u s e r s  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  m a r k e t s , 

a n d  p u b l i c  s p a c e ,  a r e  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a r r a n g e 

a n d  u s e  t h e i r  s p a c e s  i n  a  m a n n e r  o f  t h e i r  c h o o s i n g .   T h e 

d e c i s i o n  t o  d e s i g n  i n  m a n n e r  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  m o t i v a t e d  b y 

L a t i n o  U r b a n i s m  a n d  p e o p l e s ’  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o d u c e  i n g e n u i t y 

f r o m  n e c e s s i t y .

L a s t l y ,  a  s t r o n g  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  r e s e a r c h i n g  L o s  A n g e l e s  a n d 

i t s  e t h n i c  c o m m u n i t y  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  U S  i s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i v e r s e .   T h e  U S  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  p r e d i c t s  t h a t 

b y  2 0 2 0  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  c h i l d r e n  a r e  e x p e c t e d 

t o  b e  p a r t  o f  a  m i n o r i t y  r a c e  o r  e t h n i c  g r o u p . 1  T h u s ,  t h e 

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h e  s h i f t i n g  r a c i a l  l a n d s c a p e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d 

t o  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e s e  c h a n g e s 

i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t . 

1	 “New Census Bureau Repor t Analyzes U.S. Population 
Projections.” New Census Bureau Repor t Analyzes U.S. 
Population Projections. US Census Bureau, 2010. Web. 18 
May 2016.
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