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Abstract

Racial and ethnic segregation has always been physically
embedded into Los Angeles. The history of planning within the
LA metropolitan area, the development of its highway
infrastructure, and the demographic mix are all deeply
intertwined. While the construction of the highway system, at
its height in the 1940s and 50s, allowed those who had the
means to do so freedom to self-segregate, it also reinforced the
racial divisions that were created with redlining practices and,
thus, created a space of forced enclavization for the inhabitants
near the center of the city.

The causes of the tensions between the growing Korean
community and the black and Latino in this area were myriad
and long-simmering, however, much of it was due to growing
income inequality, racial biases, cultural and language barriers.
Thus, while these ethnic and racial groups lived in physical
proximity, enclave behaviors nevertheless prevailed. In the Los
Angeles of the present, racial animosity is less directed towards
a disenfranchised black population, as many have now moved
to the suburbs, but more and more toward immigrant populations
with varying degrees of legality.

Officially, Los Angeles’ Koreatown has a population of 115,000
people, according the 2010 U.S. Census, in its 2.7 square miles,
but its size, population, and influence, much like Los Angeles
itself, is amorphous and fluid. Despite official boundaries,
however, enclaves often struggle to form a definite identity and
make strong roots. Central to these struggles is most often
the low income of the people within the community and the
inability to develop an economic engine that can form the basis
for a strong cultural identity. Through the lens of Koreatown,
this project proposes a flexible infrastructural network of links,
which aim to connect and strengthen the region as a whole
through the legitimization of informal commerce prevalent
throughout the area, and nodes, which act as programmatic
crossings between one enclave and another.
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The Networked Enclaves of Los Angeles

Racial and ethnic segregation has always been
physically embedded into Los Angeles. The history
of planning within the LA metropolitan area, the
development of its highway infrastructure, and the
demographic mix are all deeply intertwined. While
the construction of the highway system, at its
height in the 1940s and 50s, allowed those who
had the means to do so freedom to self-segregate,
it also reinforced the racial divisions that were
created with redlining practices and, thus, created
a space of forced enclavization for the inhabitants

near the center of the city.

The passage of the 1965 Immigration Act created
an influx of immigrants into the US, which raised

tensions between different racial and ethnic

communities. Exemplary of this are the Rodney
King riots of 1992, which not only represents a key
moment in LA’s black history, but is also the first
instance of a riot against immigrants, as many
Korean business owners in South Central saw their
shops destroyed in the riots. The causes of the
tensions between the growing Korean community
and the black and Latino in this area were myriad
and long-simmering, however, much of it was due
to growing income inequality, racial biases, cultural
and language barriers. Thus, while these ethnic
and racial groups lived in physical proximity,

enclave behaviors nevertheless prevailed.

In the Los Angeles of the present, racial animosity

is less directed towards a disenfranchised black



population, as many have now moved to the suburbs,
but more and more toward immigrant populations

with varying degrees of legality.

Officially, Los Angeles’ Koreatown has a population
of 115,000 people, according the 2010 U.S. Census,
inits 2.7 square miles, but its size, population, and
influence, much like Los Angelesitself, isamorphous
and fluid. It is exemplary of both the racially and
ethnically diverse nature of the city and of the
sentiment of having a defined enclave for one’s
own community. With the establishment of

Neighborhood Councils in 1999, many ethnic

communities in the Koreatown area proposed to
officially carve out their own, albeit small, part of

the neighborhood. Despite official boundaries,

however, these enclaves often struggle to form a
definite identity and make strong roots. Central
to these struggles most often the low income of the
people within the community and the inability to
develop an economic engine that can form the
basis for a strong cultural identity. Through the
lens of Koreatown, this project proposes a flexible
infrastructural network of links, which aim to
connect and strengthen the region as a whole
through the legitimization of informal commerce
prevalent throughout the area, and nodes, which
actas programmatic crossings between one enclave

and another.

The ultimate sentiment of the project grows from

the idea that LA, with almost half of its population

11
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born in a foreign country, contains neighborhoods
that are, what Douglas Saunders calls, “platforms
for personal, family, and village transformation”,
and are spaces that are potentially beneficial for
not only to immigrants but also for the city itself.
born in a foreign country, contains neighborhoods
that are, what Douglas Saunders calls, “platforms
for personal, family, and village transformation”,
and are spaces that are potentially beneficial for

not only to immigrants but also for the city itself.
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Introduction

Racial Riots Territorial Disputes




The history of Los Angeles is a reflection of the

movement of people generated through
infrastructural and transportation development in
the United States. Los Angeles is a city whose
foundation, shape, and culture is deeply intertwined
with its infrastructure - before it was known for its
web of freeways, the metropolitan region in the
1920s had the most extensive railway network in
the world under Pacific Electric, with over 1,000
miles of track and 2,160 daily trains.” Los Angeles’
initial transition to United States territory from a
Mexican town in 1848 gave way to an influx of
various migrants and immigrants arriving to the

city on the Santa Fe railroad, which reached Los

1 Demoro, Harre W. California’s Electric Railways:
An lllustrated Review. Glendale, CA: Interurban, 19886.
Print.

Angeles in 1887. The decade and a half between
the 1950s and 1970s, when highway construction
occurred in full force after the “red trolley” cars
were essentially

driven out by large auto

manufacturers, also saw an increase in the city’s
population at rates not seen previously? This was
the period of time that the population was truly

given the freedom of sprawl.

From its conception, Los Angeles has been an
ethnically non-white settlement. While it’'s non-
white population has fluctuated over the city’s

history, what is consistent has been the

2 “Population and Natural Resources Case Study:
How Does Urban Development Affect the Quality and
Quantity of Natural Resources?” Population Growth in
California. US Census Bureau, 1 Aug. 2012. Web. 16
May 2016.
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displacement of these various groups at the hands
of infrastructural developments and the lack of
political power for this group of people in the
decision-making process. Downtown Los Angeles
is the site of the layering of different nascent ethnic
enclaves over the city’s history. Sonoratown was
the small Mexican stopping ground for Gold Rush
workers pre-1850, before the town became part of
the US territories in 1848. In the late nineteenth
century to early twentieth century, immigrants
arrived

to downtown Los Angeles, through the

country’s relatively new railroad system.
Communities such as the city’s first Chinatown, at
Alameda and Macy Street, and Little Tokyo, bounded
by San Pedro, First and Requena streets, and

Central Avenue were often the gateways for new

immigrants to the country. Because the residents
living in the area were tenants and lessees rather
than owners, they were vulnerable to building
owners’ failure to maintain buildings and potential
redevelopment of the area, which arrived in full
force with the construction of rail-yards and depots
for Union Station in the 1930s3, after the California
Supreme Court upheld a decision approving of land

condemnations for the station May 19, 1931.

Despite forced dispersal Asian and Hispanic
minorities in the downtown Los Angeles area,
resettlement options were limited due to the racially

restrictive covenants that were established in the

3 Masters, Nathan. “Sonoratown: Downtown
L.A.s Forgotten Neighborhood.” KCET. USC Libraries,
18 Jan. 2012. Web. 16 May 2016.



1920s. These “redline” policies and maps
established race-based mortgage rates for ethnic
groups across the city. Many of the city’s Hispanic
population moved to East Los Angeles, which is
still predominantly Hispanic today. Seven years
after the Supreme Court decision, a new Chinatown
was finally established in its current location north
of the old Chinatown. For the city’s Japanese
population, however, the displacement came not
fromland condemnations, but from the incarceration
of Japanese Americans in concentration camps
starting in 1942 due to World War |, thus emptying
out Little Tokyo. During this time, because there
were ample war-time defense jobs in the area,
African Americans moved into Little Tokyo, as the

racial covenants prevented them from living in most

and almost tripled the population in
After the end of the

other areas,
that area to 80,000 people.
war, defense jobs diminished and the return of the
Japanese-Americans to Little Tokyo is exemplary
of the parallel and often complex negotiations of
space and territory between minority populations

in Los Angeles.

Scott Kurashige argues in The Shifting Grounds of
Race: Black and Japanese Americans in the Making
of Multiethnic Los Angeles that Japanese-Americans
focused on business development rather than
politics in their efforts to gain civic legitimacy due
to the fact that they were often unable to participate
in politics because they were not American citizens,

unlike their African-American counterparts. This

17
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idea of earning social legitimacy through economic
legitimacy rings true for other minority populations
in Los Angeles. It especially applies to the Korean
population in the city, who also had their beginnings
in downtown Los Angeles. The Korean-Americans
established successful local grocery stores, which
allowed them to spread to the current location of
Koreatown, between Normandie and Vermont

streets.

The racial strains between Korean-Americans and
the relatively poorer African-American population
in the city finally came to a head in the 1992 Los
Angeles Riots, which was first major immigrant riot
in the city. These events were exacerbated by an

incident in the previous year on March 16, 1991, in

which a Korean storekeeper killed a 15-year-old
girl; the storekeeper, Soon Ja Du, was charged a

fine of $500, but was not sentenced to prison time.

As a consequence of infrastructural developments,
Los Angeles’ minority populations have been both
constrained and displaced, while maintaining close
proximity to each other due to the racial covenants
limiting their possibilities for residence in the city.
This proximity has resulted ina complex relationship
between these groups, exacerbated by their
different relative economic standings, amongst

other issues.

The focus of the following sections will attempt to

detail the spatial consequences of this history.
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From early in its history, Los Angeles has been
blessed or cursed, depending on how one sees it,
with an abundance of land. The construction of the
transcontinental Santa Fe railroad in 1887, in which
one-way fares from the Midwest dropped below
$5.00", many suburban communities appear. Many
of these suburban cities, established late in the
nineteenth century became religiously or morally
homogeneous enclaves such as Pasadena,
Monrovia, Long Beach, Whittier and Claremont.?
Thus, the notion of enclavization in Los Angeles is

almost as old as the city is itself.

The National Housing Act of 1934, which was part

1 Waldie, D.J. “How We Got This Way (Los
Angeles Has Always Been Suburban).” KCET. KCET,
12 Dec. 2011. Web. 16 May 2016.

2 lbid

of a Depression-era set of policies to bolster the
American economy through easing bank foreclosures
and creating the mortgage industry in the county.
In an effort to specify mortgage lending practices,
th Federal Home Loan Bank created the Home
Owners’ Loan corporation ‘residential security
maps’ to show varying degrees of real estate credit
worthiness and, thus, lending desirability. These
maps, which were drawn for 239 cities across the
United States, largely followed racial and income
divisions across the city. In creating zones of more
and less preferably borrowers, the maps aggravated
the distinction between these different regions of

the city.

As will be discussed in more detail in later sections,



the topography and orientation of the city also
provided a geographical separating force. The

concept of Los Angeles as being governed by

larger, physical forces was conceptualized by
Reyner Banham in his Architecture of Four
Ecologies. Perhaps the strongest physical

separation is created by the ecology of the
‘Foothills’ - the hillside region of the city encircling
the Los Angeles Basin. Banham distinguishes these
regions from their Basin counterparts by their lack
of a planning: “That is what the foothill ecology is
really all about: narrow, tortuous residential roads
serving precipitous house-plots that often back up

directly on wunimproved wilderness...”.?2 In the

3 Banham, Reyner. Los Angeles: The Architecture
of Four Ecologies. Middlesex: Penguin, 1976. Print.

flatter plains of the city, the grid system of roads
dominates the organization of the city in an almost
overwhelming and endless manner. Beyond this
level of organization, the Los Angeles River and the
East-West division and orientation that is resultant
can also be seen as a larger separating force in the
city. Historically, the side east of the river have
been spaces of industrial production. These two
sides of the city have been markers for race and
class, as working-class (and primarily Hispanic)
communities such as Bell Gardens, Vernon, El
Segundo, Hawthorn, and Redondo Beach were
located here for its proximity to factories, despite

the noise and pollution.

29
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Racially Embedding Redlining Practices

Outright racial zoning was prohibited, as a result of the 1917 Supreme
Court ruling of Buchanan vs. Warley; racial covenants, private contracts
stipulated in home-ownership agreements that only allowed the white
population to own homes in certain areas, with the aid of redlining
maps, were seen as a peaceful legal alternative to guard communities
from minority residents. It is estimated that around 80% of the homes
were governed by racial covenants by the 1940s." From these redlining
maps, from 1939, it can be seen that regions designated as less reliable
for loans are, even today, those regions in South Central Los Angeles

and East Los Angeles, where the lowest income residents live.

Not only were home loans denied to minority borrowers, but real estate
brokers' licenses were threatened if they integrated the neighborhood,
as was the policy in Compton, a primarily white city near Los Angeles,

before racial covenants were revoked in 1948 in Shelley vs. Kraemer.

1 “1920s-1948: Racially Restrictive Covenants.” Fair Housing Boston.
N.p., n.d. Web. 16 May 2016
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Highway System Construction

Though racial covenants were ruled illegal in 1948, their impact on the
structure of the city lasted much further beyond: A comprehensive
freeway plan for southern California was devised in 1947, and freeway
construction in the city took place into the 1950s, 60s, and 70s. From
this overlay of the freeways against the lowest tier lending zones from
the redlining maps, it can be shown that freeways mostly ran through
poorer and minority neighborhoods in the city, which served to further

gntrench these ethnic and income divisions.
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1968 Watts Riots

The racial tensions created through African-
Americans moving to Los Angles during the Second
Great Migration, which took place in the 1940s
during the height of World War [l defense
manufacturing needs, heightened when Dblack
people began to move into previously white
neighborhoods such as Watts and the city of
Compton. Beginning in the 1950s, both sides of
the racial divide initiated acts of violence. In
addition to these factors, the Los Angeles Police
Department was seen to wield excessive power and
to be discriminatory against Hispanic and African

Americans.

The riots were triggered by an incident in which a

21-year-old black man named Marquette Frye was

pulled over by a white police officer for reckless
driving. Frye was subsequently taken back to an
area near his mother’s house, at the intersection of
Avalon and 116th st. An altercation ensued, the
origins of which are not completely clear - Frye, his
mother, and police officers were all struck. After
Frye, his mother, and his brothers were arrested, a
crowd grew at the intersection and riots soon broke
out thereafter.' The following nights, crowds of
increasingly large sizes gathered at the intersection
where the arrests took place and pulled motorists
from their cars and beat them. Crowds of up to

eight ‘thousand, two nights after the original

1 Watts, Paul. Revisiting The 1992 Los Angeles
Riots: An Analysis Of Geographical Perspectives.
Thesis. Louisiana State University and Agricultural
and Mechanical*College, 2003. N.p.: n.p., n.d. Print.
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BUSINESSES 4 PRIVATE BUILDINGS

@ DAMAGED AND/OR BURNED 275

@® L0OTED__ 192
LOOTED, DAMAGED

AND/OR BURNED 288

@ DESTROYED 1207
PUBLIC BUILDINGS

@ DAMAGED AND/OR BURNED__ 14

@ DESTROYED f

TOTAL 977

@DEATHS - - - 34

Map from the 1965 McCone Commission report,

which documented the results of an inquiry into

the riots, headed by the former CIA director, John

McCone. This report suggested, three years after

the riots, that root causes could have been inferior

conditions due to racial injustice.
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Los Angeles is a city of disaggregated spaces.
Separation - private and public, infrastructural and
programmatic, water and land, commercial and
street, not to mention the inside from the outside

- are all endogenous to the personality of the city.

Physical topography played an important in the

organizational development of Los Angeles.
Reyener Banham’'s seminal book Los Angeles: The
Architecture of the Four Ecologies emphasizes the
role that physical forces, as opposed to planning
ones, that shaped the city. Importantly, the
structure of Los Angeles differs greatly than other,
more traditionally developed, East Coast American
cities built largely around a medieval-city model.
Because the city lacks this centralized hierarchy,

the forces that govern it are ‘ecologies’ such as

the beach, the hillsides, plains, and cars. In this
sense, the city behaves like a non-hierarchical and
dispersive field. Kazys Varnelis advances this
argument in his book The Infrastructural City:
Networked Ecologies of Los Angeles, which updates
the notion of ecologies to include the various types
of infrastructure that, more recently, have begun to
act upon the city, such as traffic planning,
telecommunications technology and infrastructure,

and palm trees.

The fundamental belief in various theories of
organization in Los Angeles is that, in a region
where space exists in abundance and no central
planning dominates, physical systems of
organization then become the shaping forces in the

city.
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Physical Barriers

Disaggregation through carving out spaces is
central to the fabric of the city: Physical barriers

abound.

Highways

Hilltops

Shopping

!




Hedges

Industrial

LA River
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Wealth in the Hills

The city’s wealthiest populations live in the hills of surrounding the Los Angeles Basin. In fact, even

neighborhoods that have a smaller rise in elevation, such as Manhattan Beach, have a relatively wealthier

$50K
875K
$100K

S125K 7

$150K
$175K
$200K
$225K
$250K
$275K
$300K
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population than their lower-to-the-ground neighbors.

Malibu

Pacific Palisades

Santa Monica
West Los Angeles

Relationship between topography and income - cross section.

Cheviot Hills

Koreatown

Westlake

Chinatown

Lincoln Heights

Monterrey Park

EilMonte
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Toxicity Around the River

The LA River is still a dominant force in the organization of the city. The area east of the city is still
largely industrial. Looking at the population concentrations of white, Asian, black, and Latino populations
across the city, we can see that the Latino population, the poorest group, is still the one that resides

closest to the polluting river.

Montebello

LA Raver

nn[_l‘

]
| | |

Relationship between proximity to the river and income - cross section.
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Separated by the Highway

The freeway system criss-crosses and divides the city into disparate racial zones, the cores of which

are shown on the map. Specific highway typologies and the ways in which they create connections or
divisions are cataloged.
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Ethnic Distribution Across the City

The current state of Los Angeles is a reflection of
the many physical and racial forces that have
shaped its history. The city has developed into a
gateway city not only for Latin Americans, but

immigrants from across the world.

The enclaves of Little Armenia in Los Angeles
contains the largest population of Armenians
outside of Iran and Armenia. Recently minted
neighborhoods such s Little Bangladesh, which
became officially designated in 2010, and Historic
Filipinotown, which received its official designation
in 2002, are growing. Tehrangeles, the Iranian
neighborhood in Los Angeles, came into being
when lranians fled the country during the 1979

Revolution. With a population of around 700,000

to 800,000, the Iranian population in Los Angeles

is also the largest outside of Iran.

The influx of immigrants into Los Angeles, led by
Latin American migrants starting in the 1970s has
resulted in the city now being primarily non-white.
According to the 2005-2009 American Community
Survey, the city’s largest ethnic group is 47.5%
Hispanic or Latino, while Whites are 41.3%, Asians
are 10.7%, and Black or African Americans are
9.8% of the population.” Also notable in these
figures is the fact that the city’s black population

is now a relatively minor portion of the population.

1 “Los Angeles City, California - Fact Sheet -
American FactFinder.” Los Angeles City, California -
Fact Sheet - American FactFinder. Amerian Community
Survey, 2009. Web. 17 May 2016.



The residents of Compton or Watts are primarily
Latino and Hispanic these days. With ethnic
diversity flourishing in the city, a long-held
Angeleno sentiment of carving out a community of

one’s own is nevertheless strong.

Recent disputes amongst the ethnic populations in
the city have centered on border disagreements

and delineations.

Foreign-born populations in LA County, 2010.
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Koreatown - a Microcosm

Two details are noticeable when we look at concentrations of the foreign-born population in the larger LA
metropolitan region: First, these groups do not reside in areas that are of a higher median income, and

second, these immigrants have their highest concentration and diversity around Koreatown.
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History of Koreatown

Koreatown is verily a microcosm for Los Angeles as
a whole - it can almost be considered a city within
a city, with its own commercial districts in what its
downtown area centered on Wilshire Boulevard,
complete with skyscrapers. Despite its name,

Koreatown is a diverse mixture of ethnic
neighborhoods, with the dominant population now
being Latino, rather than Korean. Many of the Latin
Consulate Generals, including that of EI Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Bolivia, in
addition to the South Korean and Chinese ones,

are all located within the Koreatown.

The area currently known as Koreatown was once a
thriving center of Hollywood. The Ambassador

Hotel hosted the Academy Awards from 1930 to

1934. By the 1960s, however, the surrounding
neighborhoods were in decline as Hollywood moved
northwest-ward. In 1968, Robert F. Kennedy was

shot at the Ambassador Hotel.

What was considered undesirable for Los Angeles
natives, however, became attractive to immigrant
Koreans who arrived in large numbers following the
passage of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality
Act.

The initial Korean business district on Olympic
Boulevard has now spread to a much larger region,
running north-south along Western and Vermont for
three miles, and east-west along Olympic Boulevard

for two miles.” The area has become so distinct in
1 “Koreatown, Los Angeles | Wikipedia.”
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Community Identities | Community Existence

The current condition in Koreatown is a unique one
and exemplifies a larger discussion around
enclavization and development of strong enclave
identities in Los Angeles. Despite its name,
Koreatown is actually majority Latino. Behind
Korean restaurants and grocery stores are Latino
workers and customers. This dynamic arises from
the fact that there continues to be an influx of,
often illegal, migrant workers from Latin American
countries who arrive in neighborhoods such as
Koreatown or Pico-Union, an area directly east of
Koreatown, to find better living and working
situations. Most of these groups have existed for
decades within Koreatown and have, formally or
informally, created an identity and community

within the larger Koreatown neighborhood. Vital

for the continued existence of these communities
and, in keeping with the enclavization mentality of
Los Angeles, is the development of a strong and

rooted identity.

Every community has concerns that they will be
overtaken by the overwhelming commercial force of
Koreatown. Most often, the tactic to fight for
existence is an economic one; To open a successful
Bangladeshi restaurant or a Salvadoran grocery
store means that the community has created an
anchor upon which other businesses can thrive,
attracting more members to the community. In this
commercial success and

way, the strong

neighborhood presences are inextricably linked.
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Koreatown Demographics

Population

Income

Population (2008): 124,281

Size: 2.7 square miles

Density: 42,611 per sq mi.

| Amongst the most dense in the city

Median Household : $30,558
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Ethnicity

Immigration

Foreign-born: 78,221
Korea (28.6%) and Mexico (23.9%) are the most
common foreign places of birth

..... 68%




Pico Union Demographics

{ fio: Balimdor Fongale

Population

Income

Population (2008): 44,664

Size: 1.67 square miles

Density: 25,352 people per sq mi.
| Amongst the most dense in the city

Median Household : $30,558

C\ty—vwde distribution

Ethnicity

Imnigration

[ Latino high in percentage

Foreign-born: 27,346
Mexican(45.6%) and Salvadoran(24.4%
most common foreign places of birth :

1111
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OAXACAN CORRIDOR | Babylon




Population: ~200,000

RERRERREARROS AEARERROARN O AEAR RNt RR s RE AR AR O RO IR RN REA Rt AR AEARARREARN O RERR ARt AR Ot AEARIRREARN AR AEARARRTARL O
RERRARREARLOE AEANERROARN R AERR AR Rt AR Os REA ARt AR O RPN AR RN REA Rt AR AEARANREAANOE RERR ARt AR g AEARARREARN AR AR ARt ANL O

Businesses: 14
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Since the 1980s, there has been a large influx When migrants go to Los Angeles, they are often

of Mexican migrants from the state of Oaxaca. met with many more language barriers than

Increases in the unemployment rate and lowering Mexicans.

of wages has led many Zapotecos and Mixtecos to
migrate. Many of these migrants’ native language

is indigenous.

Taka ma fiayi nguiakoi Aayivi flatu na ja'a
tnu'u ja kusa'a ndeva'fia-i, su'uva kajito
va'afia-i, yuka ku ja jinifiu'u ja kukototna-i.

Indigenous Langnages
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The physical fabric of the region for the proposal Oaxacan corridor is also a fairly commercial street filled
with auto shops, dollar stores, and cash-checking services. Due to the nature of these stores, facades

have an industrial feel.

Y Coustom Blinds |

HE.m22I=
T.213) 389-0070

PR IR

6T gFINE WINE B P NSIDE
4 o LT

§ = i
| & | i -
L] e~

|
|

N a
|

N

Fences



70

GUATEMALAN MAYAN VILLAGE |
City Mouse Country Mouse



Population: ~250,000
50-60% of all Guatemalans are Indigenons Mayans

BEALERREARYOE AEARERREARN O AEARARRRARN O RERR RNt AN AEA Rt AR g AR IR AR RPN ARR AN AR ARt
BEARERREARLOS REAPERRtARY NS REARARREARNOE AEARARREARL 0L RERRARREARL NS

Businesses: 13
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The majority of the Guatemalans who come to Los
Angles are of an indigenous population and are
more familiar living in a broader family structure in
which neighbors and friends becomes an extension

of the nuclear family.

Wide Family Structure

Not only is a the majority of the Guatemalan

community from the indigenous groups such as

Mayan Chujes, Quichés, and Kanjobals, but these

L2
&

Agrarian to Urban Lifestyle



In general, the lack of density in Los Angeles make it difficult to re-produce the kind of wider family
structure that indigenous Guatemalans are more familiar with. In particular, the omnipresence of fences

in this part of Los Angeles make gatherings more difficult.

Fences
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SALVADORAN CORRIDOR | Not Here Nor There

=




Documented Ropulation: ~ 350,000
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Due to the Salvadoran Civil War in the 1980s and Many people go to cities like Los Angeles and
subsequent violence and economic instability remain there as undocumented refugees.

in El Salvador, Salvadorans are forced to seek

refuge in countries like the United States through

Refugee Status Lllegal Status




Due to their lack of status, many people of Salvadoran background do not have access to certain services that may help
them root their lives in the US. The most crucial are generally legal, financial, and work-related services. Thus, their

mode of business is more likely to be informal and temporary, taking place in public spaces.

m No Access to Services
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HISTORIC FILIPINOTOWN |
City On A Hill

-t



Population: ~600,000
Only 10,000 living in the neighborhood

BEARERREARNOE REARARRARTOE AEARERRNARROE REARERRE AN PR ARR AR OE AEARERRNAROd REARARREARN O PR ARREARTOE AEARENRTARN N
BERCARREARROE TR AR RtAROr AEAR RN OE REARARRE AN AT AR Rt AR AEAR RN AR NE REARARREAAN O TR AR R AR AEADERREAR NS REARARRTAAN NS
BEALERREARYOE AEARERREARN O AEARARREARN O RERR RNt AN REA Rt AR Ot R AR ARI O RPN ARR AN AP AR R AL REARARRtARYOE REAERRTARNNY
BEAVERREARYOE AEARERRtARN O AEARARR RN RERR RNt AN AEA Rt AR g AR tARI O AEARARR AN AEAR RN AR REARERRtARLOE REAERREARYNY
BEALERREARLOE AEARERREARN O REARARRRARN O RERR AR Rt AN g REA Rt AR g AR ERR AR AEARARR AN AEARARREAL O REARERRtARL g REAERREARNNY
BEALARREARTOS AEAVERREARN O REARARREAAN RS RERR RNt AR d REA Rt A R g AR ERR AR AEARARREAANOE AEARARREAL O REAARREARLOE REAEERREARNNY

Businesses: 40 Community Centers: 2
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Historic Filipinotown sits on top of a hill which has
industrial regions at one end of its main access

point. The area is also cut off from the west by

ramps to the 1-101, which sits at the foot of the hill.

Difficulty of Physical Access Geography
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Historic Filipinotown, despite being only 20 years old, has a vibrant and growing community culture due
to the fact that this is the largest concentration of Filipinos in the country. The neighborhood still lacks

certain basic amenities such as a complete grocery store.

Search to Involve Pilipino Americans,

Established Neighborhood Fabric
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LITTLE VENEZUELAI
Nearer, Farther




Population: ~6,000

SEANA

Businesses in Neighborhood: 1

&
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The Venezuelan population is only around 6,000 people in the greater Los Angeles Metropolitan region, and
the population is dispersed. Instability due to the political climate in Venezuela means that immigrants
remain strongly attached to their home country. Thus, communicating and sending money back home is

crucial. Conflicts in Venezuelan politic also spill over to the community in Los Angeles.

Distance



VENEZUELA

Dispersed Population within Los Angeles Political Troubles in the Home Country
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LITTLE BANGLADESH |
David Versus Koreatown




Poputation: ~20,000

SEANASANRANY
ARERNR

Businesses in Neighborhood: 20
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Little Bangladesh is a single strip that sits wholly within Koreatown and does not have a strong identity

due to the varied mix of stores there.

Icland Within Koreatown



The commercial corridor on 3rd street, about almost a mile away from the core of Koreatown, is filled with
lower-value brick and mortar shops like liquor stores, cell phone stores, and marijuana shops. Thus, the

general street fabric is riddled with empty or shuttered storefronts.
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Learning from Los Angeles

Central to the culture in Los Angeles is its ardent
dependence on cars. In the city known for the
freeways and interchanges criss-crossing its urban
fabric, developments with a fast-moving vehicle
and fast-moving driver in mind are myriad. Chapman
Market, when it first opened in 1929 in what is now
Koreatown, was the world’s first drive-in grocery
store and market. It had an entire courtyard set
aside for parking. Beyond simply parking, however,
the car-centric mentality drives urban design on

multiple levels.

Around the same time that Banham published the
Los Angeles: Architecture of the Four Ecologies,
Robert Venturi and Denise Scott Brown put out

Learning from Las Vegas in 1972, which share many

of the Pop sensibilities and embrace of popular
culture as a legitimate force in shaping the urban

condition.

Venturi Scott Brown have an embrace for the sign
and the flatness of American urban artifacts that
especially applies to Los Angeles. Buildings
containing what their exterior advertises to be -
‘ducks’, in the parlance of Learning from Las Vegas,
are especially relevant in Los Angeles. The way
one moves about in Los Angeles is markedly
different than a walkable environment. One images
that, with everyone in the city driving in their cars,
the need for a blatant sign or advertisement for a
given space is crucial to usage of that space.

Otherwise, it would simply be overlooked.
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Signs for Commerce
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Signs as Border Designation
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Signs as Cultural Symbols
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Latino Urbanism and the Case for Informal Commerce

We have seen the importance of commerce in the
creation and maintenance of acommunity’s identity,
but characteristic of Los Angeles’ commercial
activities, especially in the Koreatown area, is
informal commerce. These are the street vendors
that sell drinks and snacks, clothes, shoes, books,
and regional food. These items are generally sold
illegally, without a vendor’s license, and by the
poorest tiers of the community, usually the Latino
in this case. Due to the illegal nature of this
commerce, vendors have learned to be flexible and
creative with the usage of space and equipment in

order to pack and unpack their wares easily.

James Rojas coins this type of informality,

specifically in the case of East Los Angeles, which

is primarily Latino, as ‘Latino Urbanism’. He uses
this term to describe the ad hoc and organic ways
in which this community redesign their urban

spaces to suit their needs.

The question of informal commerce is a nuanced
and political one: Onthe one hand, the legitimization
of informal commerce, an important means of
income for those who cannot find legitimate
employment due to their status, would not only
improve the standard of living for merchants, and
allow quality standards to be set, but would likely
improve the economy of Koreatown overall; on the
other hand, legitimization would be an indirect

affirmation of illegal immigration.



Therequirements foronetype ofinformal commerce,
street food vending, has stringent requirements
that are difficult to abide by for merchants who
may not have the monetary means to comply.
Violations include lack of potable water to wash
hands, food obtained from ‘unapproved sources’,
unsafe food temperatures, no restroom approved
for food handlers, and unsanitary conditions for
food equipment.’

This thesis informal

takes the position that

commerce should, in fact, be legitimized. From a
pragmatic perspective, these vendors are not only
providing goods and services that would otherwise

be unavailable, which would benefit the economy

1 “LA County Public Health - Environmental
Health.” LA County Public Health - Environmental
Health. County of Los Angeles Public Health
Department, n.d. Web. 18 May 2016.

as a whole, but they add to the richness of the
street life in Los Angeles, a city that is naturally

lacking in type of activity.
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Economic incentive for Los Angeles County

There is an argument to be made for the myriad potential benefits of legitimizing informal commerce on

both the county level and on a local level.
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Not only could legitimizing street commerce provide
potential tax revenues for the county, but studies
have shown that it can also increase the foot traffic

of surrounding stores.
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Commerce in Action

Flower vendors
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Fruit carts
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Furniture shops
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Food Trucks

115



116

Informal Commerce: Spaces And Equipment

Ttems Sold
per day
On its smallest scale, informal commerce occurs
with a vendor walking with goods in his hands.
These types of vendors can be found at the off
ramp of a highways selling water or flowers. To
help them hold and transport goods, they often
Necessary Equipment
have a shopping cart parked nearby. o
Street Context
@

Highway vendor

ooooo

Mobile Storage




A slightly larger-scale operation comes from the
drinks and fruits vendor, who can be found where

there are larger concentrations of people, selling

smoothies and fruit salads.

Fruit Vendor
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Tent vendors can usually be seen in groups during
the weekends when food markets appear on the
streets. These merchants use tents to shield
themselves from the sun and usually come to the
markets with mobile hot plates, fryers, coolers,

and other kitchen equipment to cook fresh food.

Tent vendor
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Food truck vendors are mobile merchants who can
move about the city to populated areas, which
depend on the time of day and day of the week.
These vendors will sell a larger variety of food and
often have collapsible tables and chairs to create
a dining area for their customers. This group of
vendors are most often the ones with street vending

licenses.

Truck vendor
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Fence vendor

Ttems Sold ~ ©°"""9
per day

Cookware
L]

DVDs

Shoes

Fence vendors sell larger items such as clothing,
shoes, and books on the lawns and fences in front
of their homes. Often, these are women who are

raising children and, therefore, must stay at home.

Necessary Equipment
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An Urban Infrastructural Network

The proposal for this thesis argues for an

infrastructural network through Koreatown
composed of ‘links’, which will be iconic street
furniture that serve a dual use in providing services
to the public and to commercial activities, and
‘nodes’ which will act as gates which also serve a
dual use in announcing the entrance to a particular
enclave as well as servicing that enclave with
essential programmatic activities. Together these
two strategies will stitch Koreatown together as a
network of distinct, yet connected, neighborhoods,

each with its unique identity.

The perspective that this thesis holds is that the
city should embrace informal commerce as a

legitimate source of income and business for its

poorest residents. And, in fact, informal commerce
should be seen as a unique strength that
neighborhoods such as Koreatown and Pico-Union

have in enacting a flexible urbanism.
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Links

A

Hybrid street furniture services both
the population in general and contains

glements which aid street merchants.
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Nodes

1

lconic gates indicate the crossing
of a threshold from one ethnic
enclave to the next. These
crossings are programmatic and
reflect broader issues faced not
only by the enclave but for the

broader immigrant population.
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Links: Hybrid Equipment

Dual-use street furniture has been designed with
two considerations in mind: One is how to bring
more about more street presence in general and
give Koreatown as an entirety a unique identity;
another consideration is how this furniture can be
a dual use device that functions as an aid to
informal street vendors. Given the current street
vending requirements, such as need of a proximity
to a garbage can, food prepping station, warming
station, refrigerator, etc, we embed these functions

within current furniture designs.

A
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Flat-Pack Vendor

The Flat-Pack Vendor is designed to
be flush to the ground when not in
use, lifted through its rails to be
seating, or lifted even higher to be
a shelf from which to hang items for

sale.

Rails

Seating for
Three

Support for
bench, or shelf
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Wet Bar

The Wet Baris both a drinking fountain
and a preparation and cleaning
station. The consideration here for
vendors who, by LA county street
vending regulations, are required to
have access to potable water and

clean food equipment.

Drinking
Fountain

Wet Station
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Charging Meter

The Charging Meter is a dual parking
meter and charging station. One can
both pay to park and pay to charge an
electronic device, which could range
from a cell phone to cooler, to keep

food at a safe temperature.

Payment slots of

parking and electricity ____¢

Holder for phones

Outlet
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Day to Night Lamp

The Day to Night Lamp both provides
light and protects from it. It is a
regulation street lamp, but on the
pedestrian facing side, provides
shading for vendors during the day
and a source of lighting for them in

the evenings.

Street lighting

A Collapsible shading

Expanded Shelter

Collapsed when not in use






Folded Tyvek As Vending License

The street vending license is re-conceptualized

with a Latino Urbanism attitude in mind. The

V-form syt
proposal for official licenses is to have a tyvek
sheet, which can be folded as a roof structure
in various ways. These sheets will not only be a
visible sign of the legitimacy of the vendor, but can
also act as a form of advertisement for the vendor. < JAANE
/o | s [P
These tyvek sheets can attach to the infrastructure '@gr’g’i‘" '}'p, ‘?é
] b4 ’ X L\
on the ground. X-form sg udh‘*" e \Q
“N\l/ » :
Parabola mlllll?l
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Current Street Furniture Politics

One note about the current street furniture politics in Los Angeles and other American cities more broadly:
Much of the equipment within cities also serve as advertisement, which fund the existence of these
equipment. Thus, public spaces also become advertisement spaces. Qur proposal is to fund these
equipment through the taxes from legitimizing the informal merchants. In this way, there is a direct

relationship between taxes paid and the equipment that they are funding.
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Lighting Requirements

Street lighting occurs in two forms: lighting for
vehicular traffic and pedestrian traffic. The
spacing, luminosity, and designs of these two types

of lamps are different.

12-15" .

ALt T

| ! ! l &

Shepards Crook  Fluted Tapered Pole  Modern Pole Modern Modern Flat  Fluted Upright with
with Pendant with *S” Arm with Brim Top  Semihemisphere Top Ornate Luminaire

Pedestrian Street Lights



20- 40"
| |
UM1906 CD 929 Fluted Pole with base
Ornamental Fluted and teardrop luminaire

Roadway Street Lights

Fluted Pole
with base

70

v 170

Small

a0

Medium
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Seating Requirements

The question about outdoor seating in Los Angeles

Recreational Benches

is fraught, as the city attempts to provide seating
but avoids a design that makes this into a place to

sleep.

Santa Monica Blue Bus Bench Los Angeles Bus Bench 1
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Soofa Grand Park Bench 2

Los Angeles Bus Bench 2
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Nodes: Infrastructural Crossings

Borrowing from Los Angeles’ tendency for large
signage, infrastructural ‘crossing’ are conceived
as programmatic gates that mark the entrance to
an enclave. Visually, these crossing are meant to
be seen and recognized from a distance.
Programmatically, they are responses to the needs
and dynamics of each enclave, whether that is the
need for a market, open space, or source of revenue

or commercial activity.
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LITTLE VENEZUELA | Cal

This proposal addresses the tension that arises
from a community that physically in one area, but
isvery much connected toanother. The Venezuelans
living in Koreatown still send remittances and
goods to family members living in Venezuela, in

addition to calling them regularly with phone cards.

The intervention images a gathering space in an
existing parking lot, connecting to the furniture

stores which are prominent in this area and sharing

space with the furniture store. A set of cell towers ! \\,
act as gate for the space, the parking lot contains i~ \\ “&’
collapsible poles, which allow for the arrangement DN \\
and re-arrangement of market spaces, and a small f \l ‘

remittance and call center is set up at the corner F o |

of the parking lot. “ !
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Little Venezuela is on the edge on Koreatown and
its nascent identity is threatened by the ever-
growing spread of Koreatown. Thus the site for the
intervention is at the intersection between these

two enclaves.
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LITTLE BANGLADESH | D

Little Bangladesh is a small enclave - it centers on
Third Avenue, between South Alexandria Avenue
and South New Hampshire Ave - that sits within
Koreatown. In fact, its attempt to create official
neighborhood boundaries for itself, as a defensive
mechanism against the growth of Koreatown, was
what spurred the establishment of Koreatown’s
boundaries.

The enclave’s needs are to develop both a
sustainable and vibrant commercial region as well

as establishing a stronger community identity.

The proposal is a set of lightweight screen ‘towers’
that run throughout the corridor and mark the entire
behind

zone. These screens are also functional -

| LIl lmllilld

them are vertical hydroponic gardens, in which the

residents of the area can use to grow food.
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avid versus Koreatown




The site highlighted here represents the entirety of
the official designation for Little Bangladesh. As

we can see, its footprint is currently a single

apping LA)
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Steel Mesh
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HISTORIC FILIPINOTOWN

Filipinotown is an older enclave in the area and,
despite the current dispersal of Filipinos across
the greater metropolitan region, the neighborhood
still has a strong presence. It has existed as an
area where Filipinos settle since the beginning of
the 20th century, thought it only in 2011 received
an official neighborhood designation. Its
designation as a ‘historic’ area comes from the
fact that it is the first area outside of the Philippines

that honors Filipinos.

Despite its relatively abundant cultural institutions,
Historic Filipinotown is located in a physically
difficult to access area between Koreatown and

Echo Park. Not only is the western entrance to the
¥ (V Freeway, but the

1 ﬂ%

enclave itself also sits in on a steep hill.

The proposal for this enclave is a tiered public
park and series of elevators which also act as
towers to both physically bring people up to the
enclave, but lights the way there as well. This
intervention, which could be used for the nearby
facilitate access to the

school, will physical

gnclave.




| City on a Hill
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Looking at both the topography and the highway
infrastructure around the entrance to the enclave,
we can see that it sits in an awkward location at
the crossing of many different roads as well as at

the foot of a rather steep hill.

(Official)
Site Condition 2 Need 5
Hilly Public Park
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Monumental Elevator
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Conclusion

This thesis has examined the discourse between cultural
identification and the physical constraints that can shape
them. Its documents the infrastructural events that have
not only come to shape the urban form of the city, but the
urban mentality and behavior of its residents. We
pragmatically receive the car-centric organization of Los
Angeles as a given and see its non-hierarchical sprawl as a
uniquely American archetype. Thus, an understanding of
the cultural impact of sprawl in Los Angeles allows creates
a lens through which to study other cities such Phoenix,

Houston, San Diego, and the like.

The strategies for intervention undertaken in each of the
enclaves studied and the network proposal overall all have
an underlying belief system that organic, flexible, and
temporal design can often better serve the needs of a
community. While the designer can offeraunique perspective
into how to intervene, the users of infrastructure, markets,
and public space, are given the responsibility to arrange

and use their spaces in a manner of their choosing. The

decision to design in manner was very much motivated by
Latino Urbanism and peoples’ ability to produce ingenuity

from necessity.

Lastly, a strong motivation for researching Los Angeles and
its ethnic community comes from the fact that the US is
increasingly diverse. The US Census Bureau predicts that
by 2020 more than half of the nation’s children are expected
to be part of a minority race or ethnic group.” Thus, the
recognition the shifting racial landscape in the country and
to need to create an architecture reflecting these changes

is at the heart of the project.

1 “New Census Bureau Report Analyzes U.S. Population
Projections.” New Census Bureau Report Analyzes U.S.
Population Projections. US Census Bureau, 2010. Web. 18
May 2016.
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