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by
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Master of Architecture

ABSTRACT:

Leaks, demolitions, vacancy and ruins. Our City, What Ruins is a double entendre we use to describe the
conditions of urban life at the peak time of our practice. On the one hand, one third of the land lay
vacant, transforming into blight, and targeted for demolition. The city was the world's flagship destination
for wonders of the modern day ruin. We declared the largest federal bankruptcy in the nation's history,
and our democratically elected officials were on their way to prison. It was clear the ruin landscape was an
allegory for a failing system from the top down. On the other hand, Our City, What Ruins willfully drops
the connotations associated with the ruins and the blight that surrounds them, and the bodies who still
call the neighborhoods home.

Our practice was born out of a necessity we saw to fill a void in society; a collectively led spatial justice
practice that was willing to work both nefariously and legally, on the psyche and on the land, on damaged
histories and invented futures.

We advocate for an expanded agency of the architect; especially in landscapes of divestment and
subtraction. This thesis explores spatial and socio economic tactics relating to rebranding of the body,
community wealth building and emancipatory infrastructures in the form of drawings, models, slides,
legal documents, literature, animation, collage and various other materials and documentation from the
time of our practice. All of this presented in the very bureaus we discovered and rescued from a school
tainted for demolition. Just as our practice worked to unravel the failed bureaucracy that helped produce
Our City, we dive into our bureaus to question What Ruins?
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Anatopia Non-Profit Corporation

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

P. 0. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

Date: FEB 10 2015

ANATOPIA
NONPROFIT CORPORATION
4423 HUMBOLT ST

DETROIT, MI 48208 - 4824

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Employer Identification Number:
27-2011211

DLN:
17053183307010

Contact Person:
Michelle Brown ID# 31360

Contact Telephone Number:
(313) 829-5500

Accounting Period Ending:
May 31

Public Charity Status:
170 (b) (1) (A) (vi)

Form 990 Required:
Yes

Effective Date of Exemption:
March 1, 2010

Contribution Deductibility:
Yes

Addendum Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:

We are pleased to inform you that upon review of your application for tax
exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from Federal income tax
under section 501(c) (4) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to you are
deductible under section 170 of the Code. You are also qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under section 2055, 2106
or 2522 of the Code. Because this letter could help resolve any questions
regarding your exempt status, you should keep it in your permanent records.

Organizations exempt under section 501(c) (4) of the Code are further classified
as either public charities or private foundations. We determined that you are

a public charity under the Code section(s) listed in the heading of this
letter.

Please see enclosed Publication 4221-PC, Compliance Guide for 501(c) (4) Public
Charities, for some helpful information about your responsibilities as an

exempt organization.

Sincerely,

Lois G. Lerner
Director, Exempt Organizations

Enclosure: Publication 4221-PC

Letter 947 (DO/CG)
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Animation -ilm Still

Like many,
we found ourselves in a landscape of subtraction.
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For years, we witnessed the steady divestment,
watched our city morph into ruin as the world progressed.
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Animation Film Still

We felt the urban fabric corrode away with time,
we watched architecture animated,

pf i an wh t a t bo dy.

performing a dance with nature and the body.

I1

Scene 2



On occasion, some would gather to watch and bid the

el--AL

U T'T

buildings farewell as they disappeared in a fiery spectacle of instantaneous reversal.
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Aniimation Film Still

Other occasions were less glorious

fr~

as our memory boxes were violently erased from the landscape.
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Animation Film Still

And even at times, it feels like the necessary mutilation.
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After all, we've grown tough skin.
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Animation Film Still

As the years progressed,
it became clear we were not the only communities on the losing side of progress.

Ali41

Scene 6

A pattern evolved, and we recognize ourselves across the region.
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Animation Film Still Foreclosures led to vacancy
Vacancy led to blight

Blight led to subtraction,

to demolition,
to erasure

lots and lots of erasure.

16

Scene 7
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Animation Film Still

Our city became a destination for so called "urban explorers" who found awe,
romanticized, fetishized and for some,

Scene 8

found freedom in the ruin.
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Animation Film Still

Often, these passerbys rendered our city as a zombie wasteland

- absent of life of any kind beyond trees.
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Animation Film Still

Narratives developed,

~Ni~_Iork Zitncz

4

I

casting blame on the citizens of the city for the scenarios that surrounded them.
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Animation Film Still

Our bodies were branded synonymous with failure, with danger,

AIM

1 -ok

with the ruin.
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Animation Film Still

And so,

:I F

we wear our ruins like fashion
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Scene 12



Our practice was born out a necessity and an urgency to fill a void in society; a collectively led
spatial justice that was willing to work both nefariously and bureaucratically, on the psyche and

We are ANATOPIA
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Anatopia Research Publication Front Cover
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Around the Neighborhood Site Visit
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Around the Neiahborhood
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Around the Neighborhood Site Visit
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Around the Neighborhood Site Visit
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Around the Neighborhood
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Around the Neighborhood
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Around the Neighborhood Site Visit
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Around the Neighborhood
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Around the Neighborhood

"Around the Hood"
Site Visit 11/26/2017

Digital Photograph

64

site visit



Around the Neighborhood

"Around the Hood"
Site Visit 11/26/2017

Digital Photograph
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Demolition Diptychs
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Demolition Dyptich School Exterior
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Demolition Diptych

DAVIDE MACKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Object Interior



Denolition Dyptich
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School Exterior
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Redford High School
DEMOLISHED 2012
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Demolition Dyptich School Exterior
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Demolition Diptych
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Paul Robeson / Malcolm X Academy / St. Francis Home for Boys
DEMOLISHED 2012
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Demolition Dyptich
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Dernolition Diptych

St. Anthony IEast Catholic High School
DEMOLISHED 2012
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Demolition Dyptich
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Demolition Diptych

Willard School / Highland Park Adult Education / Bright Center
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Object Interior
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School ENr Icr0o
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Thomas Houghten Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2016
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Demolition Dypticli
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Demolition Diptych

L

Henry Gary Sherrard Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2010
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Object Interior
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Deiolition Diptych object. Interior

Breitmeyer Intermediate School
DEMOLISHED 2010
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Guardian Angels Catholic / Brewer Elementary School
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Dyptich
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Samuel B. Dixon School
DEMOLISHED 2017
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Greenfield Park Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2016
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Demolition Dyptich
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Demnolition Diptych

Dexter Ferry Elenentar
DEMOLISHED 2010

113

Object,(- Inter-ior



School Extcrior

114

De1molition D~yptlilh



Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Grayling Elementary School
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Dyptich School Exterior
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DemolitioIn Diptych
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Oliver Wendell Holmes School
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Dyptich School Exterior
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Jane Cooper Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2010
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Demolition Dyptich
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Helen Newberry Joy Middle School
DEMOLISHED 2009
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Dernolition Dyptich
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Lillibridge School / McKinney Day Treatment Center
DEMOLISHED 2015

123

-1



Original photographs in "Demolition
Dyptichs" are pulled from anonymous

photographers from the website:
detroiturbex.com/
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"17 Plots" Satellite Annotation
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Satellite Annotation
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Satellite Annotation
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"17 Plots" Satellite Annotation
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"17 Plots" Satellite Annotation
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Thesis Discusssion
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