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ABSTRACT:

Leaks, demolitions, vacancy and ruins. Our City, What Ruins is a double entendre we use to describe the
conditions of urban life at the peak time of our practice. On the one hand, one third of the land lay
vacant, transforming into blight, and targeted for demolition. The city was the world’s flagship destination
for wonders of the modern day ruin. We declared the largest federal bankruptcy in the nation’s history,
and our democratically elected officials were on their way to prison. It was clear the ruin landscape was an
allegory for a failing system from the top down. On the other hand, Our City, What Ruins willfully drops
the connotations associated with the ruins and the blight that surrounds them, and the bodies who still
call the neighborhoods home.

Our practice was born out of a necessity we saw to fill a void in society; a collectively led spatial justice
practice that was willing to work both nefariously and legally, on the psyche and on the land, on damaged
histories and invented futures.

We advocate for an expanded agency of the architect; especially in landscapes of divestment and
subtraction. This thesis explores spatial and socio economic tactics relating to rebranding of the body,
community wealth building and emancipatory infrastructures in the form of drawings, models, slides,
legal documents, literature, animation, collage and various other materials and documentation from the
time of our practice. All of this presented in the very bureaus we discovered and rescued from a school
tainted for demolition. Just as our practice worked to unravel the failed bureaucracy that helped produce
Our City, we dive into our bureaus to question What Ruins?
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Anatopia Non-Profit Corporation
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CINCINNATI, OH 45201
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Like many,
we found ourselves in a landscape of subtraction.

For years, we witnessed the steady divestment,
watched our city morph into ruin as the world progressed.



Animation Film Still Scene 2

We felt the urban fabric corrode away with time,
we watched architecture animated,

performing a dance with nature and the body.



\nimation Film Stil Scene 3

On occasion, some would gather to watch and bid the

buildings farewell as they disappeared in a fiery spectacle of instantaneous reversal.

5



Antmation Film Still

Other occasions were less glorious

as our memory boxes were violently erased from the landscape.
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Animation Film Still Scene 5

And even at times, it feels like the necessary mutilation.

After all, we've grown tough skin.



Animation Film Still Scene 6

As the years progressed,
it became clear we were not the only communities on the losing side of progress.

i

A pattern evolved, and we recognize ourselves across the region.



Animation Film Still Foreclosures led to Vacancy scene
Vacancy led to blight
Blight led to subtraction,

to demolition,
to erasure
lots and lots of erasure.
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Animation Film Still Scene 8

Our city became a destination for so called “urban explorers” who found awe,
romanticized, fetishized and for some,
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Anmimation Film Still Scene 9

Often, these passerbys rendered our city as a zombie wasteland

- absent of life of any kind beyond trees.



Animation Film Still Scene 10

Narratives developed,

casting blame on the citizens of the city for the scenarios that surrounded them.



Animation Film Still Scene 11

Our bodies were branded synonymous with failure, with danger,

with the ruin.
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Animation Film Still
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Antmation im Stil Scene | o

Our practice was born out a necessity and an urgency to fill a void in society; a collectively led
spatial justice that was willing to work both nefariously and bureaucratically, on the psyche and
the land, on damaged histories and uncanny futures.

We are ANATOPIA
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o disint

1 Superimpaosition of contemporary ruin; Packard Plant, Detroit Mi and painting by
Canaletto




natopia Resea

ver the past decades Detroits reputation has been-determined by

large by economic forces and policies vutside the fault of everyday

citizens of the city. This reputation has been amplificd by national and
international media who have helped solidify the navrative ot a failed, emipty;
dangerous city; a city in ruins. TTowever Détroal’s ruins are unlike the classical
ruins of Rome or Athens. Where classical ruins have reached their absolute
form and work towards reatfirming a historical identity for the'present, the
comtemporary ruin erodes oursense ol identity as they expose the true [ragility
contempoary society is built on. We are told our neighborhoods are blighted
like a disease, thatal you get too close you could be infected with the same
mistortune of inequality that produced the urban intlamations.

There is no denying te large scale abandonment of the city, beginning in

the 19504 f!ll(f continuing right up to ouriatest 2020 census. !immii and its
longstandind residents have not had it easv, from the racists redlining policics
that oppressed Bilack homebuyers freedom to purchase, the white-flight :
F(ajl:x‘ suburbs taking billions of yearly tax renevue for schools and }‘Elﬂik
mtrgslmclmiu the riots of ‘68, the initial Big 3 auto-bailouts, the 2008 financial
ctisis, and of course, the largest Title-9 Bankruptcy in United States history. :

he

is yet another ongoing injustice 1o t .
sioneered through wave alter wave of
¢ 2002 there ahve been over 155,968 tax

However, at the moment there
communities of Detroit who have |
economic and political hardship. Hin? ' e
forclosed homes, the vast majority of those occuring after 2008.
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Event Timeline
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STRUCTURES YEAR BUTLT

1900-201

Pre 1900-1920 1920-1930 1930-1940

1940-1950 1950-1960 1960-1980)

1980-1990 2000-2010 2010-2030
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LTOUSING UNITS IN STRUCTURE

YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT

300,000

150,000

75,000

SOURCE: American Community Survey 2011-2015

¢ by

1939 1940-1950 1950-1960 1960-1970 19701950 1980-1990 1990-2000 2000-2010 2010
or earlier or later

SOURCE: American Community Survey 2011-201

3 Housing Units in Structare, Source: American Community Survey 2011-2015
4 Year Structure was buill, Source: American Community Survey 2011-2015
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ANATOPIA TAX FORCLOSURES

DETROIT UNEMPLOYMENT

Bo i o s

10 3 Tax Forclosures 2002-2016 totalling 155,938 Detroit
Unemployment 1990-2013
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DETROIT TITLE-9

United States Bankruptey Court

Moluntary Petition
Eastern District of Michigan

Name of Debtor (if individual, enter Last, First, Midd le)
City of Detroit, Michigan
Street Address of Debtor (No. and Street, City, and State)

2 Woodward Avenue
Suite 1126
Detroit, Michigan 48226

County of Residence or of the Principal Place of Business:

Type of Debtor
Wayne (Form of Organization
Chapter of Bankruptey Code Under Which (Check one bhox)
the Petition is Filed {Check one box.) O ndividual
0 chapter7 @ Chaplers B Chapter 11 ; 4 i
D Chapter12 O Comoraton (includes

Cand L
Case Number O chaper1s o resritifl

13_53846 o ((h:;;::;m x5 B Ooter(siate ype
* O chapteri1s ofentiy) 7
Filed 07/18/2013 Municipality

(Non-Main)
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ANATOPIA DETROIT ALL PARCELS

377,602 TOTAL PARCELS

1 Detroit Parcel Map
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DETROIT FORCLOSED PARCELS

155958 FORCLOSURED PARCELS

2 Every tax-forclosure from 2002-2016
Intormation provided by Data Driven Detroil
Catographed by Loveland Technologics
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ANATOPIA

PEEER

Hia e i

16 1 From Kevin Bauman’s 100 Abandon 1
http://www.100abandonedhouses.com/
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n february of 2010 during the wake of the financial crisis fallout, the

Obama Administration established the Hardest Hit Fund (HHE) The
program trageted aid to families in states where the effects of the econoniic
downturn were greatly [elt. States were selected if the steep honie prices
declined greater than 20 percent-or if the state’s unemployment rate was higher
thau that of the national average.

: Fhe program funds were distributed fo primatily provide:
niof lg’;lgt\ Payment assistanee for imemploved or i ‘ §
principal reductions to help horweowners who are tr
homes and into more atfordable housing
diow npayment efforts. <

sremployed homeowners,
ansitioning out of their
Land Tor blight elimination and

“We need to remove every single

structure and building in this city that
is no longer viable. Once you remove
all of that, and I mean all of it, you
start renewing hope.” pan Gilbert

highest allocation to astate
:1. over $500 million has
‘Detroit Mike
talist Daniel

Michigan received a %azta}i f’l.:\_““ -1I1|I-1]1.T).F:' E?LL;{{[;:I)"!‘:;|!|'1(’
!w!ml‘(l Ohio, Florida and t :FN(H‘.I[.I..( \ .’l: 2 s .-J.(Hi% R
gone fowards demolitiogs 8 A0 lln“:\_.t“- [.;,‘ o partnered w ith capi
Ditagan, with the help of the lederel WNCHEHE o mRTE)
Githert to create the Detroil Blight Removal 145 s ik
between the federal goverment, the mayor of Detroit and one of Detroits mosi
influential and invesied business people has ignited an urhan aastre on ithe
seale not before seen in the Uhiled States. Demolition industries bee Etlll.‘(' th.s';: :
new construction contracl. except it was deconstinction and material flows that

became the new interest of the city.
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[TARDEST THET FUND (HITE) NATIONAL

ALLOCATION 2011-2016
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HARDEST HIT FUND (L) STATL

ALLOCATTON 2011-2016

Michigan
Program Full Allocation

Unemployment Mortgage Subsidy Program S 81,861,559.00
Loan Rescue Program 216,572,902.35
Principal Curtailment Program 2,764,875.77
Moaodification Plan Program 8,837,288.88
Blight Elimination Program 381,185,566.00

Permitted Expenses 69,981,853.00
TOTAL 761,204,045.00

Hardest Hit Fund

Program Purpose and Querview

US DEPARTMENT OFTHE TREASURY
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SLUM CLEARANCE IDENTIFIER

BUREAU OF REALESTATE 1948

CITY OF DETROIT |
Dept. of Public Works |

Gity Enginesr

Job No

Drwg. No
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DETROIT HOUSING COMMISSION 194

GRATIOIT AREA RESIDENTIAL RI
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The Journal of HOUSING

I Gratiol redevelopment area, a view of the neighborhood bo smition. Source: Burtom Historical Collection
Detrait Public Library
2 Journal of Housing. Source: htp://miesdetroit
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DETROIT HOUSING COMMISSION 1947

LAFAYETTE PARK - MIES VAN DER ROTIE

The Detroit Housing Commission
characterized the area as “ a fertile
breeding spot for the developement

of crime - an area in which juvenile
delinquency and major crimes are
common....cantagious disease flourish”

I Gratied redevelopment arca, a view of the neighborhood boetore deomition. Source: Burton Historical Collection,
Detroit Public Library

2 Image: Raimund Koch
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1 TIME Co
New York
3 New York Times

zine, October

Décember
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2009
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Around the Hood
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Around the Neighborhood Site Visit
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Around the Neighborhood Site Visit




Around the Neighborhood Site Visit




Site Visit

Arcund the Neighborhood




Around the Neighborhood Site Visit

“Around the Hood”
Site Visit 11/26/2017
Digital Photograph




Around the Neighborhood Site Visit

“Around the Hood”
Site Visit 11/26/2017
Digital Photograph
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Around the Neighborhood
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I ition Dypticl School Exterior
Demolition Dyptich choc €




Demolition Diptych Object Interior

DAVIDE MACKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Dyvptich School Exterior
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Qbject Interio

Demolition

Redford High School
DEMOLISHED 2012



Demolition Dyptich School Exterion
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Paul Robeson / Malcolm X Academy / St. Francis Home for Boys
DEMOLISHED 2012
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Demolition Dyptich

School Exterior
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

St. Anthony / East Catholic High School
DEMOLISHED 2012
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior
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Willard School / Highland Park Adult Education / Bright Center
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Dyptic School Exterior




Demolition

Thomas Houghten Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2016

Object Interio



Demolition Dyptich School Exterior
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Henry Gary Sherrard Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2010
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Breitmeyer Intermediate School
DEMOLISHED 2010




Demolition I School Exterion

Crard




Demolition Diptycl Object Interio

Guardian Angels Catholic / Brewer Elementary School
DEMOLISHED 2013



Demolition Dyptich School Exterior
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Demolition Diptych Obiect Interior

Samuel B. Dixon School
DEMOLISHED 2017




School Exterior

Demolition |
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

s+ = = & s ® @y BHE B

Greenfield Park Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2016
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School Exterior
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Dexter Ferry Elementar
DEMOLISHED 2010
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior
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Grayling Elementary School
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Oliver Wendell Holmes School
DEMOLISHED 2013
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Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Jane Cooper Elementary
DEMOLISHED 2010
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Demolition Diptych OkiectInterion

Helen Newberry Joy Middle School
DEMOLISHED 2009




Demolition ich School Exterior




Demolition Diptych Object Interior

Lillibridge School / McKinney Day Treatment Center
DEMOLISHED 2015



Original photographs in “Demolition
Dyptichs” are pulled from anonymous
photographers from the website:
detroiturbex.com/
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