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Abstract

In atomically thin 2D crystals, the excitonic properties and band structure scale

strongly with the thickness, providing a new playground for the investigation of exciton

physics in the ultimate confinement regime. Here, we demonstrate the evolution of the

fundamental excitonic properties, such as reduced mass, wave function extension and

exciton binding energy, in the 2D perovskite (PEA)2(MA)n−1PbnI3n+1, for n = 1, 2, 3.

These parameters are experimentally determined using optical spectroscopy in high

magnetic field up to 65 T. The observation of the inter band Landau level transitions

provides direct access to the reduced effective mass µ and band gap Eg. We show that

µ increases with the number of inorganic sheets n, reaching the value of 3D MAPbI3

already for n = 3. Our experimental observations contradict the general expectation

that quantum confinement leads to an enhanced carrier mass, showing another aspect of

the unprecedented flexibility in the design of the electronic properties of 2D perovskites.
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Two-dimensional metal-halide perovskites constitute an important step in the evolution

of low-cost organic-inorganic hybrid light absorbers and emitters.1–5 Similar to their 3D coun-

terparts, layered perovskites show promising performance in photovoltaic and light emitting

devices,6–9 while preserving high environmental stability.7,10 The latter is of paramount im-

portance for the industrialization of perovskite technology.

In 2D perovskites the improved stability stems from the large hydrophobic organic cations

L separating inorganic octahedra sheets. The general formula describing Ruddlesden-Popper

(RP) 2D layered perovskites is L2An−1MnX3n+1, where A is a small monovalent cation, M

is a metal atom, X is a halide atom and n denotes the number of octahedral layers. In

contrast to their 3D counterparts (AMX3), where A cannot be chosen arbitrarily, in 2D

perovskites there is a wide choice of the organic spacer L, including aliphatic chains, benzene-

like molecules with different substitutions and many others.1,11–13 This makes 2D perovskites

an unprecedented material system regarding the tuning flexibility of the opto-electronic

properties. Large organic spacers L provide control over the dielectric confinement14–17 as

well as the crystal and band structure1,2,5,18,19 and, as a result, the carrier effective mass.20,21

The carrier mass can be substantially modified by the octahedral layer thickness,20 structural

phase transitions21 or cation composition.22

2D lead-based perovskites with phenethylamine (PEA, C6H5C2H4NH3) as a organic spac-

ers, namely (PEA)2MAn−1PbnI3n+1 (where MA stands for methylammonium) are one of the

most studied systems. They are often considered as a reference structure to understand

the influence of L on the opto-electronic properties of 2D perovskites.12,13,23 Despite their

popularity and successfully deployment in various opto-electronic devices,10,24,25 some ques-

tions about their fundamental opto-electronic properties remain unanswered. For example,

determining the effective mass of charge carriers in 2D perovskites is challenging, with most

attempts so far limited to density functional theory (DFT) calculations26–28 which are known

to have limited accuracy without experimental support.29 It is also interesting to understand

how the carrier effective mass changes with increasing n, as the crystal structure evolves from
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that imposed by the large organic spacer L, to the crystal structure determined mostly by

MA i.e in the bulk limit. Currently, the only report addressing this problem is limited to

the case of butylamine (BA).20 It was shown that the carrier effective mass is enhanced in

this 2D perovskite with respect to 3D MAPbI3, and with an increasing number of inorganic

sheets n, the effective mass µ decreases, reaching the bulk limit for high n values.

Here we demonstrate that such an observation does not necessarily apply to all 2D per-

ovskites. Using optical spectroscopy in high magnetic fields, we observe inter band Landau

level transitions which provide direct access to the reduced effective mass µ of charge car-

riers in (PEA)2MAn−1PbnI3n+1 2D perovskites, where n = 1, 2, 3. We demonstrate that µ

increases with the number of inorganic layers n, reaching the same value as 3D MAPbI3

already for n = 3. Our observations, and previous experimental reports20,22 prove that an

appropriate choice of organic spacer and inorganic layer thickness provide efficient meth-

ods to engineer the carrier effective mass in 2D perovskites, which can be either lower or

higher than in their 3D analogues. Having precisely determined µ we then report on all

important exciton parameters, such as binding energy and in-plane radius, and how these

parameters evolve with increasing n. Our experimentally determined parameters can serve

as a benchmark for first principles calculations and exciton models.

The optical spectroscopy measurements were performed on a series of three perovskite

crystals (PEA)2MAn−1PbnI3n+1, where n = 1, 2, 3 (i.e. (PEA)2PbI4, (PEA)2MAPb2I7 and

(PEA)2MA2Pb3I10 (see Methods section for more details on sample preparation and exper-

imental techniques). Figure 1 summarizes the optical response (reflectivity (R) and pho-

toluminescence (PL)) for each sample in the spectral range of the 1s excitonic transition,

measured at 4.2 K. The reflectivity spectra (solid lines in panels a-c) show multiple absorp-

tion minima characteristic of phonon replicas.30,31 The photoluminescence response (shaded

curves) from the respective crystals are a “mirror image” of the absorption (Fig. S1).30

In the presence of external magnetic field, the 1s exciton transition blue shifts for all

three crystals, which can be seen in the false-color maps in Fig. 1 (d-f). When the cyclotron
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Figure 1: (a-c) Steady-state optical response, reflectivity (solid) and photoluminescence
(shaded), in the spectral range of the 1s exciton for n = 1, 2, 3 crystals. Panels (d-e) show
the evolution of the 1s exciton in the presence of external magnetic field. Data points in panel
(g) represent the 1s transition energy extracted for several magnetic field values whereas solid
lines are fits using Eq. 1. (h) The diamagnetic coefficients σ versus the number of inorganic
sheets n.
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energy of carriers in a magnetic field is much lower than the exciton binding energy, the

transition energy shifts quadratically in the magnetic field according to,

∆E = σB2, (1)

where the diamagnetic coefficient σ depends only on the exciton reduced mass µ and root

mean square (rms) wave function extension
√
〈r2〉,

σ =
e2

8µ
〈r2〉. (2)

The extracted energy shift in magnetic field (Fig. 1g) is well described by Eq. 1, providing a

precise determination of the diamagnetic coefficient σ for each crystal. The evolution of σ

with number of inorganic sheets n is summarized in Fig. 1(h) and is in agreement with our

previous work on thin films.31

In the high energy range of the reflectivity spectra, we observe the formation of Landau

levels in each sample. To better visualize this in Fig 2(a-c), reflectivity ratio spectra are

presented (i.e., spectra measured at a high magnetic field divided by the zero-field spectrum).

In each case we observe several equally-spaced spectral features (labeled LL0, LL1...) which

we ascribe to optical transition between Landau levels induced by the magnetic field. Each

minimum in the R(B)/R(0) spectrum strengthens, and shifts towards higher energies as

the magnetic field increases, corroborating our interpretation. Remarkably, this finding

shows that electron and hole states in 2D perovskites are quantized into Landau levels in

the presence of sufficiently strong magnetic field. Each Landau level is described by its

orbital quantum number N , as schematically depicted in Fig. 2(g). Optical transition are

dipole allowed between conduction and valance band states with the same N . The energy

corresponding to the minimum of each feature in the ratio spectra is thus the inter band

transition energy between the valence and conduction band Landau levels with the same

N .32
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Figure 2: (a-c) R(B)/R(0) reflectivity ratio spectra for n = 1, 2, 3 crystals, respectively.
The magnetic field strengths indicated in panel (a), apply for all three panels. Labels LLN,
N = 0, 1, 2.. enumerate the interband Landau level transitions. The evolution of each optical
transition as a function of magnetic field is plotted in panels (d-f) in the form of fan charts.
(g) Only optical transitions between the valence band (VB) and conduction band (CB) states
with the same orbital quantum number N are dipole allowed. Solid lines in panels (d-f) are
fits to the Landau level transitions using Eq. 3 which provides the values of reduced effective
mass µ plotted as a function of n in (h). In panel (c) the dotted line separates two different
data sets and the dashed arrow is a guide to the eye.
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Assuming a parabolic band dispersion, the energy of inter band Landau levels transitions

are given by,

EN(B) = Eg +
(
N +

1

2

)
~ωc, (3)

where Eg is the band gap, N = 0, 1, 2, . . . represents the Landau orbital quantum number in

the conduction and valence band, ~ωc = eB/µ is the combined (electron + hole) cyclotron

energy and µ−1 = m−1
e + m−1

h is the exciton reduced mass (me and mh are the effective

masses for electrons and holes, respectively). Fig. 2(d-f) summarizes the evolution of the

N -th Landau level transition energies for the n = 1, 2, 3 crystals.

Using Eq. 3 we fit the experimental points in panels (d-f) to extract the reduced effective

mass µ and the band gap energy Eg. The obtained values of µ increase with the number

of inorganic layers n (0.087 ± 0.004, 0.090 ± 0.003 and 0.103 ± 0.003, for the n = 1, 2, 3

crystals (in units of the free electron mass), see Tab. 1). As n increases, the initially 2D

layered crystals transform into a more 3D-like (bulk) structures. Hence, it is natural that

the charge carrier properties follow the structural transformation and also tend to approach

3D values with increasing n.

Although the effective mass µ indeed approaches the value for bulk MAPbI3 (Fig. 2h),

the increase in µ with increasing n is in striking contrast to what is known for fully inorganic

epitaxial quantum wells33–37 and BA-based 2D perovskites,20 where the reduction of quan-

tum well width leads to an enhancement of µ. The experimentally observed trend is also

in contrast to the theoretically estimated behaviour for PEA-containing 2D perovskites,38

where µ is reduced while n increases, very similar to the BA case.39 Clearly, the resulting

confusion in the literature regarding the estimated values of effective mass requires clarifica-

tion by direct experimental measurements, which in turn could contribute to improvements

of available theoretical models.

Our results clearly show that 2D perovskites constitute a novel material system where

the carrier effective mass in low dimensional structures can be either lower or higher than

for the 3D counterparts, even though the bands are built primarily from the same atoms of
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PbI6 octahedral units. All these findings point to the importance of the templating effect18

(imposed by organic spacers), which not only affect the band gap but is also reflected in the

band dispersion and all related quantities. In the case of 2D perovskites with n = 1, the

simple correlation between carrier effective mass and the in- and out-of-plane distortion of

the octahedral units can be drawn,21,22 where the effective mass µ is larger for structures

with higher distortions. In the case of n = 2 and 3 the structure of the octahedral layer

and the angles describing its geometry are much more complex i.e. the octahedra distortion

can be different for consecutive inorganic sheets.40 Furthermore, the lack of low temperature

crystallographic data for n = 2, 3 crystals prevents us from finding a direct correlation

between the octahedra distortion and the observed reduced effective mass. However, it is

well-known that PEA organic spacer imposes a low degree of corrugation on the inorganic

framework,23,41,42 much lower than for example the aliphatic chains (i.e. n-butylamine40,43).

The out-of-plane distortion δ (Fig. S2) for n = 1 (δ < 2) is even lower than for 3D MAPbI3

(δ > 3, distortion mapped from orthorhombic phase assuming the stacking direction is along

the c axis44). Taking into account that all excitonic parameters studied within this work are

approaching the 3D MAPbI3 values with increasing n, this observation provides a guideline

as to how distortions would be affected by increasing n.

Table 1: Material parameters determined in this work; (from left) band gap en-
ergy, exciton binding energy, rms radius, and reduced effective mass. The data
for the MAPbI3 crystal are taken from previous magneto-absorption measure-
ments reported by Miyata et al.45

Eg Eb

√
〈r2〉 µ

(eV) (meV) (nm) (me)
(PEA)2PbI4 2.625 265 1.3 0.087
(PEA)2(MA)Pb2I7 2.337 162 2.3 0.090
(PEA)2(MA)2Pb3I10 2.09 78 3 0.103
MAPbI3 1.65 1645 ∼ 8 0.10445

The observation of Landau levels also allows for a precise determination of the the band

gap energy. It is important to note that determining the band gap from the absorption

spectrum is quite arbitrary, since the line-shape of the absorption spectrum close to the
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Figure 3: (a) Band gap and 1s exciton energies as a function of an increasing number of
inorganic octahedra sheets n. The band gap energy is obtained by fitting data points in
Fig. 2(d-f) with Eq. 3. (b) The exciton rms radius (left axis) and exciton binding energy
(Eb=Eg-E1s) as a function of n. Panels (c-e) schematically depict the exciton wave-function
extension in the plane of the inorganic sheets for n = 1, 2, 3 crystals
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band edge can be affected by high energy excitonic states or the Urbach tail. In contrast,

the Landau level energies intersect at Eg (Fig. 2d-f) when the magnetic field B−→ 0, providing

a better estimation of Eg as more Landau level transitions are observed. Figure 3(a) shows

the evolution of the extracted band gaps together with the 1s exciton energies for all three

crystals. Similar to µ, Eg moves closer to the band gap value of MAPbI3 (∼1.65 eV) when

the number of inorganic sheets n increases from 1 to 3 in the (PEA)2(MA)n−1PbnI3n+1. The

obtained values of band gap and 1s exciton energies determine the exciton binding energies

Eb of 265, 162 and 78 meV for n = 1, 2, 3 crystals, respectively. All values of Eg, Eb, µ are

summarized in Tab. 1. For n = 1 we can see that the extracted Eb is in the upper range of

reported values.14,30,31,46,47 This might indicate that the value of Eg was often underestimated

from the onset of the absorption spectrum.

The extracted excitons binding energies indicate the importance of dielectric screening

for all n, and the non-hydrogenic nature of excitons in 2D perovskites. Indeed, the transfor-

mation of the pure-hydrogen model from 3D to 2D should result in a fourfold increase of the

exciton binding energy. Even though the extracted µ are lower or the same as for MAPbI3

for all n, the binding energy EB is higher than 64 meV (4×Eb of MAPbI3), pointing to the

importance of the dielectric confinement effect.

Having determined µ, we can now use eq. 2 to estimate the 1s exciton root-mean-

square (rms) radius in the plane of the octachedral sheets. We find the 1s rms radius of

1.33± 0.15 nm for the n = 1 sample, which increases to 2.25 ± 0.23 nm and 3.04± 0.16 nm

for samples with n = 2 and n = 3, respectively (Fig. 3b). Fig. 3(c-e) schematically depicts

the 1s exciton wavefunction extension as the number of inorganic sheets increases from 1

to 3. For comparison, 3D MAPbI3, with a binding energy of 16 meV in the orthorhombic

phase,48 shows an exciton rms radius of ' 8 nm (
√

3 aB, where aB is the Bohr radius).

All of the extracted parameters show a gradual progression towards the 3D values with

increasing n. However only µ reaches bulk value for n = 3. This is because band dispersion

and effective mass are predominantly related to the lattice structure and overlap of atomic
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orbitals,22 while the remaining quantities are in addition strongly affected by the quantum

and dielectric confinement.

To summarize, we have determined the basic excitonic parameters for the PEA-based

metal-halide 2D perovskites with a different number of inorganic sheets n. We have investi-

gated three crystals (n = 1, 2, 3) from the (PEA)2(MA)n−1PbnI3n+1 material family. Using

optical spectroscopy in high magnetic fields, we observe inter band Landau level transitions

in the above band gap spectral range, providing a direct and precise value of the reduced

effective mass µ of the exciton. The determined reduced effective mass for the n = 1 crystal

equals to 0.087±0.004 me and increases with number of inorganic layers to reach the value of

3D MAPbI3 already for n = 3. Moreover, an analysis of the Landau level transitions allows

a precise determination of the band gap, giving direct access to the exciton binding energy.

Furthermore, having precisely determined the µ and the diamagnetic shift of the 1s exciton,

we can estimate the in-plane root-mean-square values of the exciton wave function, and how

it evolves with the number of inorganic sheets n. Importantly, all of these parameters were

extracted experimentally, and can serve as benchmark for band structure and exciton models

in this challenging material system.

Experimental Methods

To access the properties of the 1s excitons, such as the reduced effective mass µ and rms

size 〈r2〉 we have performed a comprehensive magneto-reflectivity measurements. Three per-

ovskite crystals (PEA)2MAn−1PbnI3n+1 with n = 1, 2, 3 (ie (PEA)2PbI4, (PEA)2MAPb2I7

and (PEA)2MA2Pb3I10, abbreviated as n = 1, 2, 3 throughout this work, have been prepared

as pure phases by the cooling induced crystallization method40,49 (see Supporting Informa-

tion).

The reflectance (R) measurements were performed in a back scattering geometry in a

liquid helium cryostat placed in the bore of a pulsed magnet.50 A broad band white light
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source was provided by a tungsten halogen lamp and transmitted to the sample using an

optical fiber. The reflected light was collected by a fiber bundle, which surrounds the ex-

citation fiber. The same setup was used for photoluminescence (PL) measurements. The

reflected light, or the PL signal, were analyzed by an optical spectrometer (30 or 50 cm long)

equipped with a liquid nitrogen cooled CCD camera. Magnetic field measurements up to

65 T were performed in the Faraday configuration in a pulsed magnet, with a pulse duration

of ' 300 ms. All measurements, unless otherwise stated, were performed with the sample at

T = 2.2 K.
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(37) Städele, M.; Hess, K. Effective-mass enhancement and nonparabolicity in thin GaAs

quantum wells. J. Appl. Phys. 2000, 88, 6945–6947.

(38) Zhang, L.; Liang, W. How the Structures and Properties of Two-Dimensional Layered

Perovskites MAPbI 3 and CsPbI 3 Vary with the Number of Layers. J. Phys. Chem.

Lett. 2017, 8, 1517–1523.

(39) Wang, Z.; Ganose, A. M.; Niu, C.; Scanlon, D. O. First-principles insights into tin-

based two-dimensional hybrid halide perovskites for photovoltaics. J. Mater. Chem.A

2018, 6, 5652–5660.

(40) Paritmongkol, W.; Dahod, N. S.; Stollmann, A.; Mao, N.; Settens, C.; Zheng, S.-L.;

Tisdale, W. A. Synthetic variation and structural trends in layered two-dimensional

alkylammonium lead halide perovskites. Chem. Mater. 2019, 31, 5592–5607.

18



(41) Calabrese, J.; Jones, N. L.; Harlow, R. L.; Herron, N.; Thorn, D. L.; Wang, Y. Prepara-

tion and characterization of layered lead halide compounds. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1991,

113, 2328–2330.

(42) Mitzi, D. B.; Dimitrakopoulos, C. D.; Kosbar, L. L. Structurally tailored organic-

inorganic perovskites: Optical properties and solution-processed channel materials for

thin-film transistors. Chem. Mater. 2001, 13, 3728–3740.

(43) Billing, D. G.; Lemmerer, A. Synthesis, characterization and phase transitions in the

inorganic–organic layered perovskite-type hybrids [(CnH2n+ 1NH3) 2PbI4], n= 4, 5

and 6. Acta Crystallogr., Sect. B: Struct. Sci 2007, 63, 735–747.

(44) Whitfield, P. S.; Herron, N.; Guise, W. E.; Page, K.; Cheng, Y. Q.; Milas, I.; Craw-

ford, M. K. Structures, phase transitions and tricritical behavior of the hybrid per-

ovskite methyl ammonium lead iodide. Sci. Rep. 2016, 6, 35685.

(45) Miyata, A.; Mitioglu, A.; Plochocka, P.; Portugall, O.; Wang, J. T.-W.; Stranks, S. D.;

Snaith, H. J.; Nicholas, R. J. Direct measurement of the exciton binding energy and

effective masses for charge carriers in organic–inorganic tri-halide perovskites. Nat.

Phys. 2015, 11, 582–587.

(46) Gauthron, K.; Lauret, J.-s.; Doyennette, L.; Lanty, G.; Al Choueiry, A.; Zhang, S. J.;

Brehier, A.; Largeau, L.; Mauguin, O.; Bloch, J. et al. Optical spectroscopy of two-

dimensional layered (C 6H 5C 2H 4-NH 3) 2-PbI 4 perovskite. Opt. Express 2010, 18,

5912.

(47) Delport, G.; Chehade, G.; Lédée, F.; Diab, H.; Milesi-Brault, C.; Trippe-Allard, G.;

Even, J.; Lauret, J.-S.; Deleporte, E.; Garrot, D. Exciton–exciton annihilation in two-

dimensional halide perovskites at room temperature. J. Phys. Chem. Lett. 2019, 10,

5153–5159.

19



(48) Galkowski, K.; Mitioglu, A.; Miyata, A.; Plochocka, P.; Portugall, O.; Eperon, G. E.;

Wang, J. T.-W.; Stergiopoulos, T.; Stranks, S. D.; Snaith, H. J. et al. Determina-

tion of the exciton binding energy and effective masses for methylammonium and for-

mamidinium lead tri-halide perovskite semiconductors. Energy Environ. Sci. 2016, 9,

962–970.

(49) Paritmongkol, W.; Powers, E. R.; Dahod, N. S.; Tisdale, W. A. Two origins of broad-

band emission in multilayered 2D lead iodide perovskites. J. Phys. Chem. Lett. 2020,

11, 8565–8572.

(50) Yang, Z.; Surrente, A.; Galkowski, K.; Bruyant, N.; Maude, D. K.; Haghighirad, A. A.;

Snaith, H. J.; Plochocka, P.; Nicholas, R. J. Unraveling the exciton binding energy and

the dielectric constant in single-crystal methylammonium lead triiodide perovskite. J.

Phys. Chem. Lett. 2017, 8, 1851–1855.

20

View publication statsView publication stats

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349132309



