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A STATISTICAL SOCIAL STUDY of the NEGROES
of CINCLARLE CUNTRAL FACTORY and CALUMET
PLANTATION ;, LOUTIS TANA 9 #5650 5% 363262689 53 26 96 6 X5

The present study was suggested by those made under
the direction of the United States Commissioner of Labor, "a
series of investigations of small well-defined groups of ne=
groes, in various parts of the country" as set forth in Bul=-

letin No. 14, of the Department of Labor, January 1898,

The localities chosen for study were Cinclare Cent=
ral T"actory and Calumet Plantation. They are regarded as

rcpresentative of the conditions on all the sugar plantations

in Louisiana. The two placos are however, guite diffcr=
ently situated both as to geographical position and conditions:.

In order to understand better the local conditions a brief

sketch of the neighborhood of each is desirable.

CINCLARE CTNTRAL FAC

t-_—J
L)

ORY.

Cinclare Central Pactory is located at Cinclare,Vest
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, on the west bank of the liississ-

ippi River and about five miles below Baton Rouge, the capital



of the State. The cultivation of sugar cane, cotton, some
rice, and a little stoeck raising, are the only occupations of

the inhabitants of West Baton Rouge Parish.

It has about one mile frontage on the river and is

about four miles in depth. ‘bout two thirds of this land
is in cultivation. Besides Cinclare Central Factory prope

ct

er there are two plantations, whiech together are about one«
half the size of Cinclare Central Pactory and asbout one mile
distant, which are owned by the same gentleman and under the
same management 4 known as Cinclare Additions. These two
places are included in all cases in this investigation as
part of Cinclare Central Pactory, Silvery Plantation, about
seven miles further up the river and about five miles inland,
is also inecluded as part of Cinclare Jentral FPactory unless
otherwise stated. All these places are sugar plo. tations

and all send their suger cane, when cut, to the Factory at

Sinelare, where it is ground =ni mamufactured into sugar.

Cinclare Central Pactory is as its name implies a
central factory, only one Tifth of the cane which is ground
there being ralsed on the place, the rest coming from differ-
ent plantations within a radius of cbout 75 niles by the Texas
and Pacific Railroad which runs through Cinclare. The Factory
is one of the 1argest,'bast equipped, modern sugar factoriles

in the State, This somewhat changes the character of the



population as there are more men working in or about the
factory, than 1f it were a plantation and not a central
factory. About 8C per cent of the population of Cine-
clare are negroes. The manager, overseecrs, engineers,
and skilled workmen and their families, being the only

white persons on the place.

CALUI'ET PLANTATION.

Jellumet ['lantation is in Tarish 5t llary, Loue
Teche, about four miles from Patterson.
Patterson is the chief city of the l'arish and the center
of the lumbering industry for that district. tambering
and the cultivation of sugar cane are the chiefl occupaw

4.

tions of tho 1nkebitants of the larisgsh.

Calumet is a Strue plantation, all the cane that
is ground in the sugar house being raised on thc place ex~
cept in exceptional cases, so that hore there are more

field hands and fewer factory hands employed than on Tine

clare.
The character of the nezroes who compose about
90 per cent . of the total population of Calumet Plantation,

is algso different from that of the negroes of Cinclare,
On Calumet a few of the old French negroes and some of

their descendants arec still found. It 1s saild that the



)
d’:.

dangerous negroes from all parts of the South were brought
to the Teche and sold there during slavery times, as such
furnished the low priced negroes domanded by the Teche

. planters, whose ovecrsecrs were a peculliarly fearless lot,

If this be so it mesns that a large proportion of the pres-
ent negroes there, are from bad stock and this must be taken
into account when comparing them with the population of the
roest of the State. There have beecn no great number of
colored people permanently imported since the Civil War --
only a few each from Tennessee, North and South Carolina,

and Georgia.

The negroes of Cineclare, on the other hand, are
of' the ordinary run of negro stock and not descendants of
a particularly wiecious lot, Migration 1s eagier also
on the Mississippi River and not so confined to onc dis=-
trict as on the Teche, wherc about the only means of come
miniication with the rest of the State is by the Zouthern

Pacific Railroad.



Ir this study I have followed as nearly ad possi-
ble the order of the study of The Uegroes of Marmville, Vire
ginia, by Dp, Dulleis, Dept. of Laber Dulletin Ho. 14, and
that of The Negroes of Jandy Spring, liaryland, by Dr. Thom,
Dept. of Labor Bulletin No.32, for purposes of comparison

and because of the excellence of the plan.,

The materials for this study were c¢ollected by
me on the ground in July and August, 1900, supplemented
and corrected by some facts obtained in April, 1901. Have
ing special advantages and bheing known to the negroes I
had no trouble in collecting the necessary data except
that they were a little shy at Tirst, not knowing to what

use I intended to put them.

The following questions were asked each nezgro

and in addition the length and breadth of

the head was

measured in order to compute the cephalic index.
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There was little difficulty in obtalning answers
all the questions exeept the fifth, which many wore une
able to tell, partly for the rcason that some of them had

been slaves and not allowed to know their age for purposes

of" trade, 3till they answvered as well, I think, as a
body of whites could who were equally illiterato. The

ninth and tenth questions were obtained from thc books of

the owners, co those results are perfectly accurate.

Therc are no speclial exceptions to make s¢ as to
put the figurecs on the same basls as those for Sandy Spring

and Farmville

» ] ex TNy w3 TTTIMIIDT. AT 4 AT A IMTT. A T N
AGE , SEX and BIRTHPLAGCE of NEGRO POPULATION.

The total number of negroes of whom record was
taken was 301, located as follows:

On Cinelare & Additions. .. sevsssndd5

On BI e Lo wrie v ak veme adms s o T

01‘1 u’ilwﬂ'lct--.--............-...... 99

$is ko B i S NP i |

fuite a number of those who were working on the placcs at
the time did not live on the place and they are not ine

cluded in this investigation.

Taking the ncgroes of Cineclare and Calumet as
shown in the following table, we find that there are 181

males and 120 females =« a proportion of 663 females to

S
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1,0C0 males. This shows quite a different order of things
from the case of Sandy Spring whore there were 1,143 fomalces
to every 1,000 males,; and that of Farmville where there were
1,048 females to every 1,000 males, It iz also very much
below the general average for the United States, 952.8 fe=-

males te every 1,000 males.

It must however be remembered that these observa-
tions were taken at the time of year when the labor employ=-
ed is the smallest in the whole year and that the fmnilies
on the places were not all there. The figures indicate a
large ilmmigration of males and this iz only natural for they
are the only ones who can find work on the plantations in
the months of July and August, which are near theo end of the
cultivating seazon and belore grinding season. The negroes
arc migroting or cultivating their own little patches of
ground during that season also, The women are at their

]

homes in other parts of the State and in fact umligrate almost
as much @s the men,moving from place to place at their own
pleasure, for few of them have very binding ties. This mi-
gration of both sexes iz becoming more and more noticeable
and will undoubtedly play a large part in the futurc of the

race.

The followlng is a table of the number of negroes,

by sex and age periods,



Number of negroes on Cinclare, Silvery,
and Calumet, from whom reports were ob-
tained by age periods and sex.
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Over 10 per cent of the negroes are recported as

of age unknewn, which is a much larger per centage than

in either Sandy Spring or Farmville. There are 116
males of voting age. For sake of comparison the tab-

=

les for Sandy Spring and Farmville are .added.
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HEGROES ON CINCLARE, SILVERY and CALUMET, LOUISIANA,
and IN QA&DY SPRING kD, and P,HNVILLm,VA., FROM WHOX
lEPORTS WERE OBTAINED BY AGE PERIODS

(This table does not
le, mostly women
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From this table we get the percentage in different age pere
iods end en opportunity is given to compare these with the
ones obtained for Sandy Spring, Farmville, with the negro
population of the United States, with the whole population
of the United States and with those for the population of

three foreign countries.

CENT IN DITFERENT AGE PERIODS OF NEGRONS ON CINCLARK CENTRAL

FACTORY, GILV iRY and CALUKET, IN SANDY SPRING AND IN FARMVILLE

AND OF TOTAL POPULATION IN VARIOUS CC‘UI‘JT"ZIij' .
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(a) Persons of Negro descent, Chinese, Japa-
nese and civilized Indians.
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Here again we have a very clear example of the
immigration of negroes, especially betwecn the ages of 20
and 40, the most active part of 1life and the most desirab-
le age on p?:ntations. As 1n Sandy Spring and Farmville
the number of children under fiftecn is increased by the
habit parents or widowed persons have of going off and leav-
ing their children with grandparents or rclatives to be tak-

en carc of while they roam around totheir heart's desire.

From the statistices on the place ol birth we find
that 248 were born within the State and 52 or 17.06 ier ccnt

were born without the State.

state Number
IOBIalans. « & w.x 5 % & o B8
Miasiegdlopt ¢ & sia % % s 23
I 6 o 0 2 R I S E S e 8
TORRE o . e e 5
ooy o« 2% K % 5 o » 4
RORNEERO8 . . ("5 2l v s s S
GEOPRIA. v « 5 w % w » 4 » 3
BIAPEME v 4w s 8w o e 2
North Carolinsg . : . + » & 2
Gouth Caraling. « « « » 1l
BATYIoR0 o v v & % % 3 3 & 1
UsSeof Columbia,Silles « » _ %

' Total = 301

In grinding season when more labor is employed the
proportiion of those born outside the State is greatly increas-
ed by the immigration of the extra labor from the neighboring

States and even from great distances,



CONJUGAL CONDITION, BIRTHS & DEATHS,

In the following table of the 127 males over

years of ege who reoported, 38 or 27.74 per cent were

13.

15

sing=-

le, B89 or 64,96 per cent were merried and 6 or 4,338 per
cent were wldowed, The remalning 4 or 292 per cent re=
ported themselves as permanently scparated from thelr
wives. There were 80 women over 15 years of age record-

eds 18 or 22.5 C per cent were single, 50 or 62.50 per

cent were married, 5 or 6,25 per ccnt were widowed,
7 or 8,75 per cent were permanently separated. of
males and fenales rcported as separated there was no

single case of legal divorce.

Gonjugul Go‘fition by Cex and Age Periods

and
the

£t a

of the Negroes of Cinclare Central TFactory ¥y and Calumet, La.

Tales Temales.

; 3 e
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: CONJUGAL CONDITION by SEX and AGE PERIODS of the NEGROES
of CINCLARE CENTRAL FACTORY, SILVERY and CALUMET, LA,, and of SANDY SPRING,MD.,
and FARMVILLE, VA, _
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For comparison

condition of the negroes of Cinclare and Calumety of nay

15.

the following table of the conjugal

Jeallid o

Spring and Farmville, and of several foreign countries is in-

sorted. The table includes persons of 15 years of age or ovs

CMw

WJUGAL CCGNDITIOHN OF THI NiZGRCES
ALUL iET, OF GAKDY SPRING, OF PARMVILLE AND

C? ?”f ﬁ':ul“l N3 QF VARIOUC FOREIGH COUNTRIES, BY ZBX.

$t
! e e i
:mith’s Statisties and

-

The per cents for Cinclare
Spring and for Farmville
cs

Seclology.

Calumet, for Candy
computed from schedul-

Lhos e for foreign countries arcs taken from llayo-

The figures for

divorced are not shown for the foreign countries.

This table does not include

at Sandy Sprifg and 75

pages 55 and 56, mostly

any of the 65 persons
‘anV1llc mentioned on
women in uOﬁo tic service.

b=Also 2.1 per cent scparated.
e=Also 2.92 per cent separated.

“ 22 ]
Per cent of males 15 § Per cent of {emales
. . yrs. of age or over. | 15 yrs.or over.
Civil Division. Sy R &
- s rd
| o % B © bt 3]
w 5 o 0 o 5
& 5 “ > g 5
o o Tl o=t f:‘f et
8] ;;;: B :F it ) pa
Cinclare and Calumet.... {27.74 64,96 © 7.3 22,8 67«5 £15.8
SPIINE . casdsninins 25D 61,2 a3,4 [25.1 60,9 b1l1.9
3 - TR | G - I« 5047 c 4,0 |32.1 45.4 410.4
i v 2 o SR RN SIS IRE (: S 55.5 7.5 20.% gq.é 1%.7
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TPREN v v n w0 44 .8 9«9 $43.5 45,1 14,4
alv......,;....,...LJ.1Q¢J9 53.1 6.0 ;585.2 535.2 Z.0
=180 J0F DEY Cent teparated.

2.9 per ccit scpara

ch
i
olk
-

d=Also 3,1 per cent scparated.
f=Also 8.75 per cent separated.



In the following table the conjuga

the negroes of Cinclare Central Factor)

pared

and Calumet :is

condition of

with that of the negroes of Sandy Spring; FParmville,

16.

con=

and with that of the ontire population of the United States.

Only persons of

(=}
&

0 years of age or over are included.

CONJUGAL COMDITION OF THE HUGROES

~

()3? (3 ]:?Zi; iﬁf&f??f '(J

SPRING,

(The per cents for Cinclare Central Factory,

NTRAL PFAQTORY AND CATLUNME
AND OF THE POPULATION

OF 'THE

LY

E)

UNITED

OF FPARMVILLE,

P
bl T W

BY

i

and

Calumet , for Sandy Spring and for Farmville arc

computed from shecedules;

States arc

States

those for tho Unitgd
taken from the United

census

of 1890, This table does not include any of the
65 persons at Sandy Spring and 75
mentioned on pages 55 and 56, mostly women in
domestic service.)

at Farmville,

SANDY
YR

J iy &

Per cent of males 20 Per cent of I'ecmales 20
yrs,.of age or over, yrs. of age or over.
Civil Division. oy é . % : - 3 T
& Bt L& (5] 5] © [
e o 4 ‘ = ol B £4
f CHENCE B S P R
ot 3 o] - el e o wrd
0 P B £ tn = = o
Cinelare Central Fac- _ﬁ : j
tory and Calumet......, 14,68 76,72 5,17 3.451.11 69.84 7,84 11,11
Sandy Spriog. ... deveanll5.30 TH.U2 4,85 88,70 4 .36 69.31/15.,86 az2.47
ParmVille civoseraifhe e 5,00 65,44 5,156 84,41 H7.30 55,08 23,80 83,77
United States:
Native Whites, 2
native parents....p8.54 66,08 4,74 b,64 {{8.75 67.88 12.79 b .88
dative Vihitesw,
forclgn parents... 8,82 48.65 2,25 b.28 84,83 58,76 6,02 b .39
Foreign thites....BP8.06 85.90% 5,51 b.50 15,39 68,05 16,21 b .38
HEEroEa. . .. 004408001 69,02 85,40 b, 57 85,91 65,02 18,41 b 86
Total United States....p0,.95 63,8% 4,65 b,57 19.92 66.35 13,19 b 54
i ik 4 = separabecd. D = IHeluding Unknown.
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As seen in these last few tables the conjugal con=-
dition of the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet prescnt some
very marked contrasts to that of the negroes of Sandy Spring
and Farmville, The number of cingle men and women of Cin-
clare and Calumet over 15 years of age 1s very much less in
proportion than of either Sandy Spring or ?driVlllu. In
Parmvllle the number of single men between 20 and 30 was not
far from double the number of men of the samc age who were
or had bezn married; in Sandy Spring the number of gingle and
mariyried in the samc period was about euunal, while on Cinclare
and Calume? the number of single men is less than ome-half
the number of men in the same oge periocd who wore marriod.
The influcnces of city 1life being absent, we would expect to
find this the case. There are no unnarried persons over
30 years of age.. But while the per cent of single males
and females 1s less it does not by any meansz follow that il-
licit sexual intercourse is any the less. In fact I find
the conditions were veory much vorse than those reported from
either Sandy Spring or Farmville, There is no aspiration
for soclal position to raise them ané to have the good effcct
that the writer on the negroes of Farmville thinks it iz have
ing on the negroes of that place, iie says, "No black girl
of the town ean have an illegitimate child without being shut
of f from the hest class of people and looked at askance by

erdinary {olks", = This is aot at 21) the case at Cinclare

# From Qgpt.of Labor Bulletin No.l4,
page 3
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or Calumet where illegitimate children are numerous, known
by all to be so and yet it is considered and spoken of as a
matter of course, To compute the per cent of illesitima=-
cy would, however, be practically impossible, Legal mare
riage is not considered absolutely necessary by them, of
4C couples on Cinclare vho reported themselves as married
and who were known woll by iirs Rivault, the head overseer,
only 20 werc lecgally married in Lhe cimrch or by the civil
authoritiea. This, then, would make only about 50 wWer cent
of the married persons, so reported, as legally married.

Mr. Rlvault #nd others who have had long experience;with

the negroes of the plantation assure me that cven tHis fig~
ure is too high. Co=habitation is the rule. Efven when
they are legally married and it is generally dﬁne after a
period of co-habitation and under religious excitement, they
soon forget their vows and if the impulsestrikes them, thoy
gseparate and take up with someone more to their liking. Nume

erous cases are secn of two persons legally married an

et
&

e
(&
¥

each living with a different person and reporting as being
married to the second. A legal divorce is practically

unknown among the plantation nogroes. For all these reas-

=

]

ons too much stress cannot be lald on the Cigures on the cone-
Jugal condition of the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet, and
yet I think them represcntative of the plantation nseszroes of

the far South.



The following teble shows by age periods the number
of ehildren horn to each of the 80 females who returned answers

and the number of children still living.
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0f thess 80 women 58 have had children., These
58 have had 268 children, or an average of 4.62 per woman,
of which 154 or 57.5 per cent arec still living. In i34 cac=~
es out of th- 58, or 63 per cent, the first child is living.
By all those with whom I talked on this subject and who have

A

their llves, it ig sald -‘that the

5 1 2 PErEar Y 1 ke |
lived with the negroes all

bl

birth rate iz diminishing rapidly and that still births and

miscarriages are hecoming ruch more comon.

As in the case of Sandy Spring, no facts . were

brought out in the investigation wiiieh indiecatel an ectual
o {2

misecgenation in progress betweon the two races, bul concue

binage is net sc unichown.

The proportion of the negroes which are of mixed
blood is of course very difficult to determine. I kept a
record of the personal appearance of all the negroes rocord-
ed and as nearly as I could judge, 261 were apparentiy of une
mixed negro blood, while 40 or 13,3 percent showed traces
of white blood, Thic is very small in comoarison with the
figures for TJandy Snring wvhere it was estimated at From 30
per cent to 6C per cent, and for Farxvilie where 1t was eg=
timated at from 30 prr cent to 50 per cent. 3ut on the
other hand it must be remembered that Cinelare is very ﬁuch
further -outh, nearer the "Black Belt", and also that the
overseers prefler a negro of unmixed blood for work on the

plantations and that this will influence their choico of



hands, The Tigure is moreover at best only

B3

n cetimate and
undoubtedly woull show a large error if the real facts could

5

-
be Ko,

XOIINA T2

w2\ $1 ) 1 .".'.;‘\;:.“‘ I]I_II”M_”\CY-

Cipclare has no school of its o for theinsgroes
but they can attend the Farigh Publie Schools ahout *one mile
from Cinclare, Caly about 30 c¢hildren, or considsgrshly
lesg than 25 per cent, do attend from Cinclare as tlere 1is

no compulsory attendonce, 3¢hool 18 open elght months in

[ el

the year,

At Caiumet the facilities are little better. The

l"'"

school is held in the church building, which is at the geo=

graphical center of the place. The teacher {coloraed, fe=
male) receives $20.00 per month, whereas the teacher in the
public whits school receives 740,00 per month, ‘Sha was
educated in-New Crleansg, seems intesrested in her work and
=

up to date ‘in method. +he school is frec except:sthat each

Tamily represcnted there must pay $1.C00 ner annum for the

!

ourpose of defraying incldental expenses. The Parish “upe
erintendent ‘recuires the teacher to drop all who arse in are
rears. This rule is ignored in the vhite school, Cnly a-

bout 2C children or less than 10 per cent attend., Indiffer-
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ence to the advant 5 of educatlion and the payment ‘of the
dollar being the e¢hiel reasons. The colored school ic op=

en four months and the white,elght months. Ag on Cinglare,

T TR COR. [ . v gy oy de e i . \
there is no compulsory attecndance.

The opportunities for education on both places are
{2

far hetter than they used to be, yet very few take advaatag

=4

e

5 )
pf then.
~ T A S - 0 Y yteres 4% o 3+ ¢ 1 1 A4
The following table shows the literates amd 1llit-
2 % g W Ny o+ 28 s e ; .= SN
erates by aze periods, there was a 1ittle diffieu¥ty In get
ting answers to the cuestion of wvhother they were alle %o read

™

or write or.both, Fer this péason I have put in '"able te
reac andl write a 'little'” as distinet from hﬁing attle to read
and write as the terms are commonly used. Thote vho are
put down as being able to read and write a little, cun rcad a
few well known cigns, advertiscments and the like. - They simp-
1y read remembering the chape of the sign or advertiscnent and
cannot spell it out. In the same way they can write thelr
names and a few Tiguresg, but nothing more, they are not

wholly illiterate, hovwever, and so have heon put senorately.



LITERATES AND ILLITERATES BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS .
JINGLARE AND CAILUMET,

o] : L s
@ B « S &
o e o © o [
e ® f 3 LO [
e % + ol + ©
3ex and Agg Perliods.}| o+ o B O+ O :
= © N +3 4} DO e i
iz - &= 4> .,
(] (3] ord © > O @
i o% g o g AR 8
1 * 4 Pl r= pd —y® e
‘3_ C8. 1 ;ﬁ o = <uted < d Ee
0 56 20 Yeare.... .. 6 - Z : § 73
ed 0 D0 yewrs ...« uufl 210 3 3 1 1 93
31 to 40 years..... 5 5 R 2 i v
41 yrs.and QVer......H - 3 - S ¢ 2 - 21
Age UNKNOWR dv ov oo oo - ) | & - 1 16
Totel..l| 24 9 330 9 4 186
Females, 3
ASTIIER . ¢ IR
10 B0 ED yeaws. ...« ie 6 - 24 &5 - b
21 b0 30 VearS.. ... s 5 2. 18 3 ;| @7
1 to 40 years....... 4 - 3 - - %
4l yrosemnd OVer.....s 2 - & 2 - 8
AZO UNRIOW o e sos s b ¢ » 18 = - 29
Total,. || 15 A 8 1 99
e s o =
soth Lexes,
30 16 20 yeahw. ... 12 .83 52 ¢ 1. %5
21 te 30 years.......i 15 5 54 4 2 a0
1 to 40 years......yjf 8 i 3 2 1 26
41 yre.end over.....«lf 5 1 19 d - "
A UNKROWN . vox a0 ¢ 5 0ds 1 1 32 - 2 R )
______ ___Total both sexes! 89 11 193 17 5 245

This table presents a very different state of af-
fairs from that found in either Sandy Spring or in Farmville,

as shown by the tables which follow.



LITERATES AND TLLITERATES, BY 5
SANDY Ll ;TI_:'}.ai: .

.

AND AQE I'H

R Bese & STEE BSE BT
D . 3] o e
O £ + £
= 3 O
Ot O i £
Sex and ige Periods. 2k e b g =4
g BB wa 8
g - B~ 0o
= d 2 - = O £
TSR o —
I:ialeﬁi
10 to 20 years...... 4 % 6 10 2 109
21 te 30 years....., i e 10 - 4%
51 to 40 years..,....u o 5 8 - 45
41 yrs;or OVEr...... 26 8 4.6 4 34
Age UnkKnown . ..o 0. - 1 2 3 &
Total males| 199 19 76 ) B03
Females.
10 to 20 years..... . 102 4 9 3 118
21 10 30 yoars... .. i 47 5 1 - 54
33 to 40 years....... 41 4 2 - 49
41 Jr80P OVEI'....4 0 41 3] 37 3 89
Age UNKNOWN e .o ovsoas 4 - 3 5 10
Total fernales| 235 17 54 12 318
Both Cekes.
10 to 20 years.......] 4983 30 19 5 22
21 to 30 Fears.... . es o 2 15 ; | 30%
51 1O 40 years.,. . 75 7 10 - 92
41 yra.or overi.isdedet =77 16 - 88 7 133
AzZe UNkNoWn...... e G ) 2 3 8 18
Total both sexes ' 434 568 130 21 82

*# Dept.: of Labor Bulletin HNo.32,



LITERATES AND ILLITE 1‘13 1835, BY SEX AND AGE PERICODS.
PARMVILLE VA, -
O = o © +
L) & + &
2 P2
gex and -Age Perlods. 27T 8 M 7y :
b + B =i
4] e o s
582 H & 3
28 2. .0 253 £
ilales,
10 B0 20 yharS. s v s 97 49 45 4 195 ¢
21 t0 30 Years . «:sus i 16 26 ; 81"
21 to 40 yéars..scase 30 7 0 - 4% *
41 Yraqor OVEPs. .. .n . 34 15 80 5 132
Age BNKNOWA 6. wlsis 1 : 3 1 1 2 4,
Total males| 200 T X 459 «
Females,
10 £6 20 Yoursicciiie] 96 21 B4 % 154
21 to B0 yoarde:e. s 52 25 B 1 97
31 to 40 years:i..eas; 28 s 28 - 78
41 Tra0r OVeT .. an 10 14 116 - 140
Age UNKNOWI: ccevns s . -= —— e 1 1
Total females;!| 400 73 201 5 460 |
Both sexes,
10 to 20 years:....ii{"193 70 79 7 349 |
21 to 30 yearsi..... 3 90 37 49 2 % &2 0
31 to 40 years...... % 58 24 38 - 120
41 yr‘u + O EREIT S s i B .. ‘1'4' 2'? 196 5 272
Age unknown.... ST A R & 2 D
Total DG%L‘5§§[ o860 189 363 186 924

#%# Dept,.of Labor Bulletin No,14,.
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Cf the 245 persons recorded, 173 or 70.6 per -cent
were wholly illiterate; 39 or 15.9 per cent could really
read and write; 11 or 4.5 per cent could really read but
not writes; 17 or 7 per cent cowld read and write a "little™:

and 5 or 2 per cent could read s "1ittle" but not write,

In Sandy Spring 69.9 per cent could read and write,
5.8 per cent could recad but not write, while 20.9 percent
were wholly 1lliterate; and in Farmville 42.5 per cent could

read and write, 17.5 per c¢ent could read but not write and

40 per cent were wholly illiterate.

The illiteracy of the youth from 10 to 20 ;years of
age on Cinclare and Calumet is 69.3 per cent as compared to

8.4 per cont at Sandy Spring and 23 per cent at Farmville.

If, as in the case of Iarmville, the population is '
divided "into four classes -- tlose reared in slavery,those
reared in time of war and reconstruction, those reared since
1870, and present youth" x%x -- we get just the opposite ree-
sult, an increasing per cent of illiteracy from war time

(40 to 31 yeors) when it was 61.5 per cent, through the next

er cent, to the present youth wvhose

S

rate is 70.8 per cent, The only explanation for this i

(@]

that the rate of school attandance has heen steadily decline
ing. If the race is to be elevated the first change must

be made here and some system by which more will attend school

#% Dept,of Labor Bulletin No.l4,p.14.
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mist be instituted, either lowering the expense or making
attendance compulsory. These figures do not represcnt
an exceptional case but are represcntative of plantation ne=

gro labor.

CCCUPATIONS AND WAGES,

The occupations of the negroes of Cinclare and Cal=
umet arec those characteristic of a plantation community. Eve
ery able=bodied man on the nlace is supposed to work on the

place and if he does not do so for any length of time, he is

-

not allowed -‘to remain. They of course live with all their
family on the place and the women arc gilven employment if they
want it and Tthelr labor is

3 nieeded, For Lhese obvious reag=

ons the opccupations of these negroes can not be conmpared with

those of either Sandy Spring or Farmville,
It is almost impossible to give statistics on the

nmumber employed in cach kind of work onthe plantations; for
not only do the ocennations change with the seasons of the

vear, but on no two days are the number in each subdivision
the same, for the laborer is put at the work that is necess<

sary to be done ea Gay.

The year's work on a plantation may be divided ine
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to two parts, the cultivating season, when the canc is planted
and cultivated, and the grinding season, when it is cut and
manufactured into sugar. The month of lMarch may be taken
a8 representative of the cultivating season for it presents a
mean of the months Jamuary to September, inclusive, which is
the cultivating season, The month of Hovember may be taken

8 representing the mean of the months Cetober to December,

=

inclusive, which is the grinding season.

In larch 1901 there were 30 hands employed at Cine

clare, ani of this number 27 were women, e able~bodied
men were usod for plowing, although some of them, with the

old men, women and boys under 21, were used for hoeing. They

<
(]

ro divided very much as follows:

FIGEERZ a8 o v v v e o b e N e ol e, o8 H8hy
{men,

HQGITR . o & 5 @ & bal w s ra o ha e ta a e S wes SEIRESTTET
(boys.

DARGIIRE e e el e R s e e et i e B

Cdd jobs in the field, such as guarters
draining, weeding ditch banks, water boys, etc.l2.
In grinding season a great deal of extra labor has
to ve hired and nerroes come and live on the place just dur-
ing the months of Uctober, November and December, returning

nome at the -end of grinding which is generally about the
first of Jamuary. In November 1800, 141 hands were eme

ployed on Cinglare, of which nusber 90 were women. It is
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impossible to divide them into different occupations as they
are used for whatoever work is necessary to he done. ' By

the largest percentage of the men and all the women are eme

ployed at cutting cane, The rest of the men, or as many
as are neoeded, are put at loading and hauling e¢ane, a féw 1in

{47 s

the cene shed, and a number at diflersnt jobe around the fag~-
=

tor; such ag firemen, assistants for mechanics, handling bare
E ] ? 2

rels, leading cars, ete.

There ic practically no negro skilled laber on the

place, excepd one blacksmith, and two or throec carpenters’

assistants , who can scarcely be called skilled labor, For
auite a number of years it sc happened that the preacher of
the negro chureh lived and worked on the place but
became such a nuisance he was sent away. He was the only

-1 4

aln whatever to representing the professions

1.—1

one who had any

2

and his c¢laim lay in his name only.

for Calumet are very much the ‘game as

3
3-!
o
L
e
cn
e
*‘5
g .!

thiose given for Cinclare but are for an average of zix years,

-+

(1896 to 1901 inelusive) for the cultivating season and for

f‘j

e

an average of five years (1886 to 1900 inclusive) for the

grinding season.

During the month of llarch on Calumet there were em-
ployed 135 negrocs on an average; 22 of these were boys under

2l years, 10 were women (15 to 50 years), and 103 were men.



50-
This labor was divided as follows:

Plowmen. . . . g i F 703l g 2t S
Teaming and other work with mules T S 5 §
'“’ater boys . - L] L3 . - - - . - - . - L . L L] 4
Crome Braln MER & i 4 2 & 5 5 % = % & = + & 6
Hoo Rende (o) Mol « & o o 5 0w o % & 5 o « = D6
19 WO, « o + = %% 5 % % mia g8
DIESHETE & v . 5 % 2 4 & W% % .5 % o 4 alels 28
JRRETE 5 5 & 8 4 % 4 ol h s e e e R LR
Total . . . & ¢« + s =155

Besides the {ield labor ecnumeratel above there are

a number doing odd jobs around the factory, hostlers, bridge

tenders and whiteewashers. There are also two blacksmiths

and two or three carpenters on the place.

It has 80 happened that nearly all of the ditehing
during the six years involved has heen done in February, March
and April, these men not being employed the rest of the year,
Host of them arc from neighboring towns and do not reside on
the place. The jobbers referred to have been working upon
the rallroad, the levees, or major canals, wood choppers and
the 1like. Some years there have been a good nany of these
and other years very few, according as they have becn cleanw
ing canals, clearing land and the like. The present seasgon
but three women have been in the fislds, whereas some years
the number has reached thirty, in the early part of the cul-
tivating soason, while the weather was yet cool. This only
shows how very difficult it is to get any average for the ogw

cupations of the negroes.
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On Calumet in grinding season the nuﬁber of negroes
eriployed is 165, of wiilch number 63 are women. A1l the women
ana as nmany men as are needed are put at cutting cane. The
ragh of thc’?en arc out at hauling cane, a good many in the
¢gane shed,; work around the factory such aa liremen, icoal rol=-
lers, centrifugal men, etc. The rotation of vork of able=
bodied men en Cineclare and Calumet, from the beginning of the
year to the end of the year, is as follows, Plowmen begin
the yesr with spring nlowing, harrowing, ete, lumbers of
thenm then go to hauling sced canc for planting or running meal
distributors, Tho ecrop once planted, many are put to operat-

ing stubble shavers, stubble dipggers, fertilizer distributors,

cr
E
0

cultivators, corn plan other draft implements,very
rarely belng given a few days in the hoe gang, or after great
rains, in the crgss drains, They also haul filter press
cake and manure, repair bridges and in the latec summer shovel
out ditches. In the autumn they ascsist in pulling and

o

hauling corn and hay, mow turnerows, and finally all got to

four-male fall plowing. Diring grinding as many as are re-

|

quired are set to hauling canc to the railroad or canc shed ,

1 s

and the balance are put at sgutting cane

Hoemen <ec 1ittle until grinding but hoe, clean

lcvess,; dite

(Y

n barks, fence rows, ebtc,, drop and thin corn,

Pull end houce corn, turn, load and stow hay and attend to
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211l miscellancous work. In the late sumier they chovel grass

out of ditches. During grinding they principally aqut cane.

Ditchers. are usually employed to assist ig planting.

They then follow their peculiar work for two months i or so.

:.J

Along in llay they arc most often put in the hoe gang when they

)y one, in gquick order.

Jobbers can never ‘be induced to do any Cicld work,
extopt durdny erinding, when gost of thon cut cane 9F Yoprk
ahout the sugar house as {iremon, coal=rollers, centrifugal

meny; ety They arogeneyally of 1ittle account; bulf preow

-

liomen only hoe, drop and thin eorn and in:grinding

w

ent gane S Exeopt Tor a Tew among the older ones, the wom
meke only sbout one=lelfl time. During the cultivating season

~

practically shone come out upon Saturdays and very feéw on Mone

Ling

C..

1358 They do not work in bad weatheér. During grind

they lay off Saturdays Lut mostly work llondays, They average

. ~ X % v Invrd o - i de Y e 3 - 3% ey Bq ;
well as eane cutters but are otherwlse very unsatisfactory.

P

1 ~ ¥ "y a . ~ & oo L el X 1y =~ 7] & R v 3 0 v %
nereas fow 'of them turn out during the cultivating rseason,

a0t only all the women living on the places, but tlose [rox

eighboring plantations and villages turn out E% cut cane in

rinding.

All of the negro labor except the ditchers and job-
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bers are paid by the day. On Cinclare the wages are as
follows:
cultiv&bing 36&5011. - e 8 8 (ﬂ) f-ien. “« & ® & 8 9 B s s 4 B S 1;50175
(b) v«r()]ncn- ? 4 8 0 s s L] S
{e) 01d men & boys.. «50

Grinding S6BE6R v veaeslB) MBRo v nunas 2x00

(5] WOMBH: -6 a5 sease «75

(e¢) 0ld men & boys.. .65
Each family is [urnished with a cabin or portion of one as the
case may bey freeo of charge, Hegro labor Jdoes not work on
Saturday afternoons during the cultivating season, They are
assigned a garden spot and allowed the use of a mule on Sate
urday afternoons and also the use of a wagon to haul wood, for
which no charge is made. Sometimes wood is furnished free
during the grinding season, as the labor is needed for planta-
tion work and it is more profitsble to have their labor and
give them wood rather than lose their labor while they are cut=-
ting wood themselves. Some, however, prefer to buy their
wood and seck to put in time, such as working their gardens;

others are too lazy to work gardcns.

The laborer is given a ticket each day with the a=
mount of his wage on it in divisions of five cents each., These
tickets are good at the store on Cinclare which is run by the
ovner of the place. At the ond of each month all the labor-

ers are paid in cash for all the uncancelled tickets thoy have.



~

Cihelare being located on the llississippl River,
there is no <difficulty in securing the kind of labor that is

vanted and therefore very few if any Itallans are employed,

negro labor being proferred as the two do not mix well toe-
gether, In grinding season when a large amount of extra

34

labor is recuired for a few months only, the negroes of Misg-

issippl come of their own free will and accord, attracted by
the higher cash wages during grinding, being about the only
ash money they sccure during the year, They are mostly
small cotton croppers and by the time grinding begins their
crop is harvested. There being no other work f{or bthem to
do in their cotton section, they seck the sugar section for

the nge of the winter, remaining sometimes until iarch,

when cotton planting work begins.

To turn now to Calumet where the conditions are
different in this respect. The average wages for the cul-
tivating season for the past 6 years, (1896 to 1901 inclusive],
and for the grinding season for the past 5 years, (1896 to
1907 inclusive), were as follows

MO . vononsasUT0
® o4b

Cultivalting Season.......{a
b

Grindlng SeaBON. sxes v esns

Nr® N Nt S’
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.
-
L]
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I’-ian...-.-..- 1.19
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For the past two years (1899-1900 and 1900-1901) the wages

have been:
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Culbivating Seaso. . cssss(B) MONsvswissn v 00T
)

BOMB o5 s i % s 556 + 50

Grinding Teasele: s svvssns

& ]

) L BT T -
) WO S o 5 v 55 ivw . 3260
At the present time women are receiving 50 cts. a day but an
incrcase to 55 ets,., is expecteds (April 21,1901). Boys,
girls and old people are pald proportionately less according

to circumstances.

The laborer is fufniﬂhed with a house juct the same
as at Cinclare. Plowmen are got out on Saturday afternoons
at loast two or three times per month. No effort is made te
get them out on pay days. Bach family has a garden about its

house but the people are discouraged from taking any land in

o>
bd
o

-

ield, as they never raise anything upon it. Very few
cultivate even the house gardens, though ﬁany of them spade

and preparc the land, They rarely have enterprise enough to
buy seed. These gardens arec too small to warrant plowing.
"he owner does not permit the people to haul their own wood or
to use the teams for any purpvose, except to do plantation work.
They having eut thelr wooa,'it is hauled in for them by a spec-
ial teamster {or which 15 cents per load is charged, if the
wood comes from the plantation on which the people live, and 75
contsrif they go to one of the ownersoiﬁjoining preperties, op
to any of the neighbors. . Wood is never furnished free, but

it 1s sonetimes sold to them at cost, The factory hands work



every Saturday afternoon and buy all their wood the year a=-
round. The labor 18 paid in cash. Two stores are on the
rlace, both rented out, which have to meet outside competition.
The plantation also has a ration room, From this dry salt
shoulders, flour and meal is icsued, on account, to those who

have neither money nor credit*with which to buy at the stores

of the nelighborhood.

From the facts given it is secn that the wages in

srinding seaton are 25 ecntg higher on Calumet than son Cine

>

claere. This is due to the lotatlon of Calumet, whioh is off
the line of travel of the migrating negroes and pretity far
away for the colten croppers to go to. The extra:laborr on
Calumet for the grinding season comes from points along the

Illinois Cenbtral R.I, in disslssippi, notably /‘mitey Kentwood,

Osyka, Magnolia, Brookhaven, Hazlehurst, Crystal Springs, Jacks
son and Ml ison, Jome are¢ brought in by neighbors from

New Orlesns ‘and lebile. The city people are mostly "bounty
Junpers” and’ "gentlemen" who prove unsatisfactory. iMany
feche planters procure thelr extra labor from Pariskes above
tﬁem: 3t. Hertins, 5t, Landry, Rapides, fveyelles, Lafayeite
and /Acadia. These are mostly "Freneh" darkiles, noisy but

good workers, who return to the same plantation manapcrs eéach

yoar.,

This extra labor is soecured princiﬁhlly thirough col-

orecd labor agents, residing at the points named, who have

’
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spent numerous grindings at Calumet as cooks, [{oremen at canc
hoists, and ‘the like. Several white men (cane weighers,
cane yard bosses, cte.) have brought colored help aliso from
thelr homes in Mississippi, In cvery case the results are

unsatisfactory. Very fow whose homes are at a distance ap-

plyson the place and those who do are mostly those who have

"jumped"” other planters, leaving debts behind. It :is not
inown why the people from liississippi go there, Ti vho

have gone to Calumet ars mainly laz ragzed, half-fed town
23 o » »

CAELE

boys, 12 to 25 years old and not cotton hands, agme po,
ne doubt, for the journey and lark, thelr expenses Being pald,

others because their frioends go, yet others to get a feov weeks

square feedsy a few for what they can earn, tore kecpers at
their homes ‘say none of them bring any money hom "Hhen

grinding arrives, the najority of them take the first band wag-

s 5 AN People brought in later in the season, when labor is
wardest to get, are generally of a better class =< ofteon; no

danbt, cotton pickers out of a Job.

Italians avre taken as well as negroes at Calumet,
in Tact during the six years, 1896 to 1901 inclusive, there

has been a steady decrecase in the number of negroes . and an ine

crease in the number of Italians emnloyed, The majority of
the ¥talisns are lately from Italy and are single men, gt 5 3

years ago there was not a single Italian plowman on the place.
T

¢ prescent year there are twelve. The growth of an immense

Iumbher 1n;u3orv in the neighborhood and the attractioans of
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tovn life secum to explain the deereasing number of negroes

onrthc plantation. The negroes belong to a social race,
do not 1lle the stecady work exacted by the overseers and,
eing imitative, 1like to buy such small properties as they
can afford, all of which leads them into towns. ligher
wages in the swanmps and at sammills induce some of them in-
to the lumber industry, notvithstanding the worik there 1s
Just as exaogbting as in the lields. On both Cinelare and
calumet the Aaborer 15 pald for the time he actually works,
'he negroes go to work at sun-up and stop from 7:30 to 8
otclock for breakfast and from 12 te 1 for dinner and {in-
ish at sun-~dowm. During the summer months when the

days are long and hot they sometines stop work at %l o

clock and do not commonce until 2 o'sloeck, after dinmer,
'he fleld lsbor averages about 20 days in the month but the

plomen lose meore time than any other kind of labor.

so far
I have spoken only of igld labor. It would be

impossible tb enumerate th: wage pald to each single workman
about the fattory, as they differ from Lime to time.as the
man ¢hanges Trom one Jjoo to another: but suffice it to say
that they average about the same as field labor. Tactory
labeor, however, gencrally makes full time, not bein aid off

by the weather as is field labor. One of the characteris-

tics of nogro labor is that they never provide for or look



ahead to the future, A8 soo0n as they make moncy the
ifferent and frequently it is diffienlt to fet negro

hey nave money, thev ¢lalme
J » J

=

labor to turh out for work when
ing to be sick snd giving various other excuses to stay aw
way from work until they can spend it, For thig reason
some planters think It is a benefit to have Italianior other
clacses of lahorers who are always ready to work for their
pay,as an inéentive to get the negroos out., On Calumet

1

¥iwve had a zood many italians, the example of in-

where they i

dustry set by them has as yet not produced much effect upon

the negro in that respect. The negre is, however, so lar a

ereature of habit and so roeadlly conflforms to the necessities
which surround him,; that with good management, prompt "turn-
ing ocut” may he made gsecond nature to him,

ECONCIICS OF THE FAMILY,

mhe

I‘i

ntatisztics on the size of the Tfeamilies of the
roes on Sinelare and Calumet who returne’ answers are for
the real family only, i.e. ths parents and all children live
ing at present. It would De nearly imposaible to get any-
where near the size of the possible, ond the economic, famil-
icg, and even the size of the real family will apply only to
the time that the roport was taken,on account of the constant

swapping of women and children among the men, The extent



to which this is carried on by the plantation

realized anywhere but on the spot, It 1s safe

by far a largo majority of them are marrlied (ma

e

timea during their 1life time, amd of

negroes 1s not
to say that

ted ) saveral

are conbracted carly in 1ife, fev last more than tw¢ years,

Fprom this iV will be secn how difficult 1t is
by the real ‘Tamily for sometlmes they take t!
1

Tawe @ prosTp 2 onanEs vy en s ) g | AV o e 4 . .
DYy & previous marrlage with them and zometimes

i o ™ A e S ey
The Tollowing is the table.
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The tables of the real families of Sandy Spring and Farme

ville are also put in for sake of comparisoni



NUMBER OF SANDY SPRING NEGRO FAMILIED, BY 31ZE,

The Real Family.
S5ize of family. Fanilies, l'ersong.

RTINS S LI T 2 7
2 TBRDOT w5 e 15 24
& TSI S0 B Pt & b et G O 24 2
4 members. . WISty Bl SIS, oy T G8
B IRETRLENEISIS st s 6 e e e e e 20 100
B e B L o el s e e 18 108
7 HEERIEDE L e e L ST B G : gL
S a0 Vo R S S 20 180
9 RIS e N e e e e 11 99
10 MembhErs ... - v- NN A e P Sl 110
BRI P A S 10 110
s S s R ] T AT Wy e e s G e
iz 4 ek M ks i iy
TG TETDBTE & v vl v o v al s s B s T e 1 14
35 moWberE e s w s 2 34
18 i v uts e by G S o - -
17 mer R N s gl T AL - -
S5 (R e 5 o R B R 51y e - -
25 e OER i v v S e 5 2 - o
POBBE L in cnbnms s as HBL 1,108

ey AVOPEEG, s vt vw s an e | e 6.l

Labor Bulletin, Ho.32.

41,



42,

FARMVILLE HNEGRO PAMILIES,BY 2Izn;

The Real Family.

Size of family. Families. Persons.

R el el et el ol el
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The number of familles of one member eachiis absow
lutely larger on Cinclare and Calumet than at cither Sandy
Spring or Farmville, although fewer families are considered.

=

This is due in a large part to the presence of a goed many
young persons who have been deserted by their parents an
left to earn their own living. The number of larse fanile
ies 1s relatively very much less than at either Sandy Spring
or I"armville. The average number of persons to each fanily
on Cineclare and Guluﬁet is 3,96, while at Sandy Spring it 1s

B.12 and at Parmvillie 5.03.

How to account for this I do not know unless it is
that the negro families are actuaily diminishing in sige, for
we would expect to find in a purely rural population like
this, larger families than in semi-urban communities like

Sandy Spring and Farmvillee.

The followlng table, comparing the percentages of
negro families by size for Cinelare and Calumet, Sandy Spring
and Farmville, and the country at large, tends to bring out
nore forcibly the diminishing in cizme of ﬁhc;plantmtion ne=

gro families,



PER CENT O NECGRO FAMILIES OF CINCLARE CENTRAL FACTORY
AND CALUMET, OF SANDY CPRING AHD OF FARMVILLE AND OF TOTAL FAM-
ILIES OF THHE UNITED CTATES AND OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC STATES IN
EACH GROUP, BY SIZE OF FAMILY.

(The figures for Cinclare and Calumet, for Sandy Spring
and Farmville are from schedulesy those Tor the United
States are frou the census ol 183%C,.)
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The negroes on both places still live in %he "oquare
ters” as in-the times of slavery. They live a lithle sepaw
rated from the 51:}-181- buillidings. A gstreet runs down the
middle and the cabins are on esch side. Cn Cinclarec there
are 3% cabins, 17 on each side of the street. There are two
or three families, or from four to ten persons in each cabin.
The cabins have from tw to Tour rooms and some Tamilies sleep

all in one room, using extra room for cooking; others use both

of the rooms allotted to them for sleecping and cooking,
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On Calumet there are 90 double houses in ‘the quar-
ters , arrenged on each slde of the streety each with four
roons, being counted as two easch vhen oecuplied by two famil«

‘hose with three rooms,; all built of recent

|\‘

ler pars=

years, and a’few o0ld ones, on CGrandwoods, erected by oth
ties just al'ter the war, vhich have but one room, 211 the hous=-
es huve tworoons, or if double c¢abins, four roomns. somne Tame
Fal
-

Eers in the

1lies also ube the space above the celling and ra

peak of the toel, for boy's sleeping -partrents. Intire fame
illes do no¥ as & rule slecp in one room on Calumets 1T any

houses are without occupants, they are those with a single
room- each. The maximum number of persons in onc housc 1s 13,

the minimam number 2, and the average 6.1l persons to each

house,

The negroes as a rule do not work any harder than
they have to, to kecp their femilics alive. Boys of 12 to
13 years are made to work, but not all of tnem, The position

of water-boy is much sought after. Even boys such as mention-

ed are not forced into hard work by their paronts and are not
mede Lo work regularly. liore Italian children than colored
are worked and these at harder labor, such as hoeing. As &
rule negro parents who make their children work retain most,
if not all, their wages. The result of this is that the boys

run away {rom home and become independent very early in 1life.

Girls do not often work before they are 15 a 16 and these re=
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tain their wages. Those boys who arc forced Lo work ccase

}

giving up thoir wvazes as a rule vhen they become lndependent

=, R - i e S qy o Ray ewn - P [ 2 " A Ay -, A
enongh to run away rom home, say ot Lthe age of 14 gr 15, A
n - = LI _—y » 1 . - . re # Y p - k. pERPTIN W,
fow, vho are permitted to spend a part of thelr earnings blinme
; R S, o [ = o T . P N . s Mo o -
selves and vwho are well treated; romain at home. icse are

iy e 4 £y - o o] m Pyar ¥ F AN B
most oftan given their independence by the time they are 15,
3 T, =, P S o % Yva b i Y i e £ i~
prohably fref fear that otherwlse they will go off. ! lany
N T ok Bl F N T Ty s e Yo 4 Ty oy 2 ey
of the latter are pretty good hoys, whose Tfathers awe dead or

ara

gone oif

A 2oy % . x " 5 P A S e TP
DL Wnose oLiiers, S1IsLers Oor oLheri rena XN, Lney
5
e - - A A ey - . At ’ 4+ = - s Man
gonerally marry ( mate ) very ecarly and mostly sepamnie from

thelr women +rithin a year or two after. Fathers, more often
3 »

4

than —others) are the cause of the boys leaving home at an earl-

7 onge. ewr i

¥y ag i 1f any,; boys are supported; ¢ven in part,; after

they are 16 to 16-1 years of age, Cineclarce differs a
little in this respect for there the cnildren are more or less

supported until 18 to 1 years of age.

Parents do not charge hoard eveéen for grown children,
though some families take single men (ditchers, jobbers and
even Tield hands) 4o board. Girls are cared for by parents

until mated ‘»- bhoys until, say 15 if they remain at ¢home.
Girls; some of them, cut eane in grinding season and buy
glathes with the proceeds. IT wages are high they:ihoe, off
and on, durihg the cultivating season, but spend their earn-
ings themselves, They begin very carly to get money from the

men, Boys instead of paylng cash board, purchase a portion
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of the provisions, dress themselves, cut wood, cte, Soth
boys and girls mate early, take houses and set up for theme

selves.,

Children are rarcly a charge upon the parents after
the 15th year and never after they are 16 to 16-1/2, except
¥y
in the case of young, married girls,vho return home alter

abandonment by thelr hunsbands.

The negroes never save any money, although there are

a very few exceptions, They do not know what cconomy is
and will buy anything you will sell them on credit.: They

never think of the morrow, and spend their money foolishly.

The men buy liguor and delicacies and the women gay garments
and trinkets. o thought is given to durability or appro=
priateness in the »urchase of dress or other articles, but on=
1y to showintss. They will not provide wood for cauld weather,
rain proof shoes or garments for wot weather, or prdpare in ad=
vance for any contingenty.. They are poor traders and do
not know the intrinsic value to themselves, or the exchangoe-
able value of any article, or the relative value of different

articles. They want ambition and prefler idleness and want

to exertion and plenty. They are carcless and will not
care for cven that which they have. They have an unfortus«

nate notion of generosity, which enables the more worthless

to borrow fuecl, food and what not on all hands from the more
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ifty., They have an inborn love of gambling, which keeps
the best workers among them idle much of the time and poor all
the time; but worst of all they have an unfortunate notion of

1

frecdom whieh leads them most to desire what they could not

N e e i N N - ’ - T e vy L. 3 b . - " 3 -~
possess as slaves: guns; ponles and the privilage of moving
3 S - o S, S 1 I T | [ FOCERREN T s ey Fal 1
gbout ; noene of whieh things bring them profit of any sort.

GROUP_LIFE.

Tht only crpression of group life to be found ae-
mong the negiroes of Cinelare and Calumet is that most characs

teristic of the nesrocs throughout the United States, the né=

=

a1 ehaells

'The glhwurch iz, among American negroes, the prime
iﬁive social group of the slaves on Ameriean soll, replacing
the tribal 1ife roughly disorganized by the slave ship, and in
nany respects antedating the establishment of the legro monoe-
oo

gomic home, “he chureh iz mueh more than a religlous organi=

zations it is the culef organ of social and intellectual inters

-

COUTSOs As guch 1t naturally Tinds the frec democratic Orpan=
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more aristocratic and cersmonious Episeopalians
Thus we' find that the churclhies of Dboth Cinclare and

Jelumet are woll attended. Both

et - "y -y * = [y 4
dept.of Labor- Bulletin No,14, p.34.
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are of Baptist deonomination, although the one at Cilnclare us-
es the Episcopal Prayer Book, ‘he ciureh wiich the negroes
of Cinclare attend is about one-guarter mile from the plane
tation, in Brusly. It is attended not only by all the negroes
of Cinclare, but of the neighboring plantations as well.

Church is enerally held at night, cven on Sunday, being a

relict of slavery times, vhen slaves were only allowed to ate

tend chureh at night. The church is supported by volune
Lary contribfition and by assessments. If they do ngt pay their

dues they arte read out of church. /IAssessments arc made at the
rate of 1C cents per capita monthly,and cvery guarter  pound
meetings arc heldy each member giving one pound of some kind
of provision: te the.support of the preacher. The gast Tew
preachers that the church has had, have becn grand rascals,
and uneducated men, whose private life was as bad if not

worse than afly of the other negroes of his congrezation. They
c¢laimed to be gifted by God to read thes Bible and so were age

T

cepted by the people.

The church ot Calumet is better off in a good many
respects. It is situated at the geographical center of Calw-
umet Plantation and is a part of the latter. There are a
good many liethodlsts there also, but they affiliatc with the
Baptists on perfect equality. The church has 80 communie
cantg, <bout one-half of the entire negro population, includ~

ing children, attend services with considerable regularity.



There has beon no "revival" for a number of years. The
xecutive board, consisting of soven deacons, decidas upon
tﬁe asgessment, which is 28 cents for each member of the
chureh per month for the pastor's salary. A gencral assess
ment of $30.60 per annum is also made for mission work. OCc=-

casional collections are taken for the incidciitals,wviz: oil,

fuel, etc. The chureh was built by the owner of fhe planta=
tion. Tht members wish to "beautify”" it. The male meme

bers are taxed 1,00 sach =« the female members are asked for
voluntary contributiong of 75 cents, and the "ainner gentlemen"
arc requested to glve as liberally as possible. The owner of
the elmreh &lso helps generously with the'beautifying" by ro=

1

setting the glass and whitewashing.

The prescher is Talrly good looking, wolliproportion=
¢d, pleasant manncred and perhaps 35 years of age. 1 After have
ing had charpge for scveral ycars of two churches (Daklawn and
Calumet;, he spent six yecars at a liethodist boarding school at
Baldwin, La., groduating in the ‘nglish sourse. While study=-
ing he kept bn with his pasteral work and the two cﬁarges pald
the expense of his schoolling, vig: -- six dollers per month.
The chplo sgeoem much attached to thelr pastor, vho is called
Elder; feel wery proud of his cducation and expect him to ree-
nain permanently with them. He preaches at Calumet every other

Sunday morning and alternate Sunday nights, The preaching is



very characteristic. The Llder usually prefaces his sermon
with the remark that he is not fecling very well, sbiicks
more or less closely to the text, speaking very gquietly for
a Tew minutes, but gradually drifts into a vivid desgcription
of variocus shriliing Bibliecal scenes, as that of Danriel in
the Lion's Den, or of Shadrack, lieshack and Abednege in the
fiery furnace, etc., reaching a climax in secing tho New
Jerusalem with the four and twenty clders, or sometiiing akin,
He moves rapidly from one side of the platform to tlc other,
goes through various faclial contortions, perspires frecly,
"hollers", and vhen the whole audlence 1z swaying, moaning,

surging and shouting, under intense excitement, the preacher

drops his voice for = scntence and sits down exhausted,

Thé negroes arc naturally a social racc and the
large attendance at chure!. on both places is oauilyéexplainn
ed aside frofi the roliglous atffpaction as it is the tonly
“place where ‘they get together and talk things over,: The
negrocs of Ginclare and Calumet have naturally not so clabe
orated a social system as is found in comsunities like Sandy
Spring and Farmville for they are too cons tantly changing,
and all being engaged in the same kind of work few have any
economic advantages over the others. For this reason
there arc, as Tar as I could lcarn, no societies or. clubs
among them. Their one great diversion is picnics, which

are generally given under the auspices of the emurch.



CONCTLUSIONS

3

After what has becn said during ﬁh¢ course of this
paper, 1t must be sscn in what a terrible state the plantation
negre is and what & problem this country has to deal with, for
the conditions have improved but 1little if any since freedqm
was given then, The light-hearted~hopefulness or-the absence

q

of care which so agreeably characterizod the race a couple of
generations ago is, I think, disappearing. "The struggle
for existence in the midst of cconomically competitive and so-
cially antagonistic surroundings has had its saddening -- per-
haps its hardening -- eoffect upon these people, The younger
generations are not on as good terms with the whites as their
elders, and they know it and shew it," %% They varj much
dislike the gang system of labor and roam all over the country

seeking Jjob work, when they can work as thoy plcase.

The negro character aside from purely racial traits,
differs between various individuals as widely, proportioned
to intellectual and moral capacity,'as among the whites. Evu=
ery extreme is met with among them, As a race they are strong
and healthy but as tley abuse thomsclves they are not as a gen=-
eral thing, long lived. In trouble they arec helpless, They
lack confidence in themselves and are not ingenious_in finding

expedients, They are not the petty (chicken) thieves paint-

*% Dept.of Labor Bulletin,No,32, p,101.
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ed at the North. They are not bold, nor yet cunning enough
to be successful thieves. They are not physically brave

with the odds all against them, more than are the mombers of
other races, but are desperately so at evens. Very few of
them appear capable of deep emotiong sorrow over the dead dles
with the sunj rescntment passes with the night; gratitude and
local attachment they know nothing of. Yet they ave often
faithful cervants, and in advancing years secmingly . much ate-
tached to thuse vhom they have served, This may be from long

t and may be more apparent than real. <‘he young children

tosd
e
&
o
i

sgcm bright, but progresc ceases at an carly age. They ap-
pear to have little intellectual and little moral capacity.

Few ever care to ask the real reasons for things. Cupersti-

lon answorg most guestions (¢ their catisfaction. Their no-

o
e

e g

ions of the uarriage relavions arc too vague to have much in-
fluence on the conduct of either sex. They are grossly ani-
mal in tholr gerxual relations, both in and out of their famile
ies. . How fer the conditions given herc for Claclare and
Calumet typifylthe conviition of all the negroes of DLouisiana,

]

I have no means of knowing. The two places were chosen as

typifying the rest of the State, the conditions beimg normal
as far as is knovn, How near this has come to the condi-
tion of the plantation negro of lLouisiana can only be deter-

mined by further study.
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C ‘.*.; I[ ‘A:.IJIC IN’_“)’ !-::v .

Besides obtaining ansvers to all the questions
shoym on the investigation card; I also measured the length
anc breadth of the head, of the 501 negroes {rom whom inswers

wore recelved, in order to compute the cephaliec index, whiech

is the relation of the breadth of the head to the length.
The negroes were distributed as follows:

G 1 ».‘ 111 1”1"0. ® % B % @ & 8 ® a8 & 88 s @ ‘14:5
2 E ll‘”ery- ® % 2 8 P E B RN IR e 57
” Uulu*ct................. 29

Great carc wac takon to have these reasuraements as
accurate as possible, and in many cases they wore taken twice
in order to verify the results, which in all the cases 8o

tried proved correct.

In computing the percentage of the breadth of the
nead to the length, the tenths of a percent were drapped if
less than .5, and 1 was added 17 there was more thamn .5.
lihen it so happened that it came .65 exactly, it was alternate-

1y dropped or 1 added.

The results obtailned, as shown in the two Tollowing
tables, are guite different from what was expected, In these

tables the indices are plotted as abscissae, and the percent
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of negroes to the total, as ordianate

197

Cn the Tirst plot a separate curve is given for
each group, in order to ¢compare them with each other, The

curves are somevhat irregular cdue to the small number of cas-

es involved, no doubt, There 1z culite a range shown, on
having an index of 7¢, another,onc of 87, The curve for

Cinclare shows, however, that the greatest number hiive an ine

4

ey Ao

dex of 79. 'The average is 75.48. The curve for Silvery

=

culminates at 76 although there is a distinet tendency for a
secondary curve to approach the same index as that for Cin=
clare. : This shows that the came tendengy is.at wopL
to raise thelr index, to that of the negroes on Cinglare.
‘he average “index for Silvery is 78.86, which is higher than

i
&

he curve for Calumet has 77 a8 a cul=<

titas for Cintlare.

(5

minating poiht with only a slight tondency %o rise at 79. The

average for Calumet is 78.48, exactly the same as that for
) J

Cineclarec. - This would seem to show that whatever the cause
is that tends to make these curves culminate at 79, it is less
strong at Calumet than at the other places. The averago of

the total nutber of nogroes on all these places is %8,57.
Now the average for the negroes of Africa.ranges
from 72.5 to 76.9, which is the hishest index obtained for

tne negroes of Africa, as follows:
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AFRICANS.

Nosof living Ethnic Group. C.1la
subjects., S

4 . . . . « Mushikongo & Bakengo., . . . . 72.

T R w PRIANS . o « x & & »x 3 s s . % TAud
B¥ o s'% » 3o NOBUsEYQS . s v 5 5 &% &% wilhsd
(RS ST R WolofaSerer & Leybus . . . . 75,2
28 . v v v o RBYBEEER, . o« 4 a owox x o ow-s TELH

There are only two possible explanations flor the
fact that the negroes of Louisiana have a mueh higher index
than the negroes of Africa from #hom they are GOSCﬁﬂde&%gpne
iz, that in some way thoir ancestral characteristics have
necn changed by the change of condition, and the otler that

trie head form has becn changed by a mixture of blood with a

hroader headed pecovle.

Tht second plot shows the curve for the Latal numbe

er of observhtions talken as a whole. On the samo s tut the

curve for 500 white studeonts at the Massachusctts Iustitute of
Teecimology of Beston, lMass,., which nay be cenpidered a fair

verage of the Anglo~Saxon race., “° It is secn that the

curve for the whites is 2 points lower than that of the ne-

groes so thet the intermixtiure of their blood with that of

s The Races of lien, J.Deniker; p.592-
Thesis of Fisk and Meliluish, i,I.
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the negroes would not tend to ralsc thelr index.

But let us look at the kind of whites we find in
those sections of louisiana. Je find that a large propor-
tion of them are of I'rench descent of the old ‘cadlan fam-
ilies. How the average of the French is very much high-
er than that of the /lnglo=iaxon, averaging from 81 to 83. ##
A intermixture of this blood, which is quite likely, would

then raise the cephallc index of thie negroes of Loulsiana,

and I think that that phenomenon may be accounted for in

that manner.

I know of no other records which have beou taks
en on this subject on the Southern negroes so that this
short study must only serve as a basis for Turther work
and comparisons. & to whether the conditlons given here

arc true for the cephelic index of ©ll the Southern nee

groes, can only be told by further study along this line.

la

#% The laces of Lurope, Williiam 7, Ripley, p.l37=9.




