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A STATISTICAL 30CIAL STUDY of the NEGROES
of CINCLARL CENTRAL PACTORY and CALUMET
PLANTATION, LOUISIANA sw t#s~ eK

The present study was suggested by those made under

the direction of the United States Commissioner of Labor, "a

series of investigations of small well~defined groups of ne=

groes, in various parts of the country" as sect forth in Bule

letin No. 14, of the Department of Labor, January 1898.

The localities chosen {or study were Cinclare Cente

ral Factory and Calumet Plantation. They arc regarded as

rcpresentative of the conditions on all the sugar plantations

in Louisiana. The two places are however, quite differ.

ently situated both as to geographical position and conditions.

In order to understand better the local conditions a hrief

sketch of the neighborhood of each is desirsble.

CINOLARE CTNTOAL PACTORY.

Cinclare Central Factory is located at Cinclare,Vest

Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, on the west bank of the lilssiss-

ippi River and about five miles below Baton Rouge, the capital



of the State, The cultivation of sugar cane, cotton, some

rice, and a little stock raising, are the only occupations of

the inhabitants of Vest Baton Rouge Parish.

It has about one mile frontage on the river and is

about four miles in depth. ‘hout two thirds of this land

is in cultivation. Besides Clnclare Central Factory prop-

ér there are two plantations, which together arc about one

half the size of Cinclare Central Factory and about one nile

distant, which are owned by the same gentleman and under the

sane management, known as Cineclare Additions. These two

places are included in all cases in this investigation as

part of Cinclare Central Factory. Silvery Plantation, about

seven miles further up the river and about five miles inland,

is also included as part of Cinclare Central Factory unless

otherwise stated. All these places are sugar plo tations

and all send thelr suger cane, when cunt, t¢ the Factory nt

slnclare, where it is ground snd mamufactured into sugar,

Cinclare Central Factory is as its name implies a

central factory, only one Tifth of the cane which is ground

there belng ralsed on the plece, the rest coming from differ-

ent plantations within a radius of sbout 75 miles by the Texas

and. Pacific Railroad which runs through Cinclare. The Factory

is one eof the largest, best equipped, modern sugar factories

in the 3inte. This somewhat changes the character of the



porulation as there are more men working in or about the

factory, than if it were a plantation and not a central

factory. About 8C per cent of the population of Cine

clare are negroes. The manager, oversecrs, engineers,

and skilled workmen and their families, being the only

white persons on the place.

CATUITET PLANTATION.

Jalunmet [Plantation is in Parish 5%. lary, ‘Lou=

isiana, on 3Buyou Teche, about four miles from Pattercon.

Patterson 1s the chief city of the Parish and the center

of the lumbering industry for that district. iumbering

and the cultivation of sugar cane are the chief occupaw

tions of the inhabitants of the Parish.

Calumet is a Zrue plantation, all the conc that

1s ground in the sugar house being raised on the place oxe

cept in exceptional cases, so that here there are more

field hands ‘and Tewer factory hands employed than on Tine

Clare.

The character of the negroes who compose about

20 per cont ofl the total population of Oalumet Plantation,

Is also differont from that of the negroes of Cinclare.

On Calumet a few of the old Fronch negroes and some of

their descendants arc still found. It is said that the



dangerous negroes from all parts of the South were brought

to the Teche and sold there during slavery times, as such

furnished the low priced negroes demanded by the Teche

planters, whose overseers were a peculiarly fearless lot.

If this be s0 it means that a large proportion of the preg

ent negroes there, are from bad stock and this must be taken

into account when comparing them with the population of the

rost of the State. There have been no great number of

colored people permanently imported since the Civil Var =-

only a few each from Tennessee, North and South Carolina,

and Georgia.

The negroes of Cinclare, on the other hand, are

of the ordinary run of negro stock and not descendants of

a particularly vicious lot. Migration is eacier also

on the Klssissippi River and not so confined to onc disse

trict as on the Teche, where about the only means of come

rianication with the rest of the State is by the Southern

Pacific Rallroad.



Ir this study I have followed as nearly ad possi

ble the order of the study of The legroes of FarmviXle, Vire

ginia, by Dr. Dulcis, Dept, of Labor Dulletin lo. 14, and

that of The Nogroes of Sandy Spring, laryland, by Dr. Thom,

Dept. of Labor Bulletin No.32, for purposes of comparison

ana because of the excellence of the plan,

The materials {or this study were collected by

me on the ground in July and August, 190C, supplemented

and corrected by some facts obtained in April, 1901. Have

ing special advantages and belng known to the negroes

had no trouble in collecting the necessary data except

that they were a little shy at first, not knowing to vhat

use I intended Lo put then.

The following questions were asked each nezro

and in addition the length and breadth of the head was

measured in order %to compute the cephalic index.
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There was little difficulty in obtaining answers

to all the questions exgept the fifth, which many wore une

able $0 fell, partly for the rcason that some of them had

been slaves and not allowed to know their age for purposes

of" trade, Still they answered as well, I think, as a

bedy of whites could who were equally illiterate. The

ninth and tenth questions were obtained from the books of

the owners, co those results are perfectly accurate.

There arc no special oxceptions to muke so as to

put the figures on the same basis as those for Sandy Spring

and Farmville,

AGF, SEX and DIRTHPLAGE of NUGRO POPULATIUN.

The total number of negroes of whom record was

taken was 301, located as follows:

On Qinclare &amp; AJALLionS. .ovvevevo1bE
On Bilvery. cine wee EE eee RW 5%

on OE i vv nvr ns vn ae ewe 99

POLAR TY

Jualte a number of those who were working on the places at

the time did not live on the place and they are not in-

cluded in this investization.

Taking the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet as

shown in the following table, we find that there are 181

males and 120 females =- a proportion of 663 females to



1,000 males. This shows quite a difleorent order of things

from the case of Sandy Spring vhore there were 1,143 females

to every 1,000 males, and that of Farmville where there were

1,048 fomales to cvery 1,000 males. It 1s also very much

below tho general average for the United Gtates, 952.8 fe

males to every 1,000 males.

It must howover be remembered that these observa

tions were taken at the time of year when the labor employ=-

ed 1s the smallest in the whole year and that the families

on the places were not all there. The Tigures Indicate a

large immigration of males and this is only natural for they

arc the only ones who can find work on the plantations in

the months of July and August, which are near the end of the

cultivating seazon and belore grinding season. The negroes

are migrating or cultivating their om little patches of

ground uring that seascon also, The women are at their

homes in other paris of the State and in fact migrate almost

as much as the men moving from place to place at their own

pleasure, Tor fow of them have very binding ties. This mi-

gration of both sexes is becoming more and more noticeable

and will undoubiedly play a large part in the Paturce of the

racy.

The following is a table of the number of negroes,

by sex and age perlods.

rE



Number of negroes on Cinclare, Silvery,
and Calumet, from whom reports were ob-
tained by age periods and sex.
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Over 10 per cont of the negroes are reported as

of age unknown; which is a much larger per centage than

in either Sandy Spring or Parmville. There are 116

males of voting ago. For sake of comparison the tazb-

les Tor Sandy Spring and Farmville are added.
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NEGROES ON CINCLARE, SILVERY and CALUMET » LOUISIANA,
and IN SANDY SPRING,D. and PARMVILLE,VA., FROM WHOM
REPORTS WERE ORTAINED BY AGE PERIODS AND SEX##a%s%¥
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From this table we get the percentage in different age pers

jods and an opportunity is given to compare thesc with the

ones obtained for Sandy Spring, Farmville, with the negro

population of the United States, with the whole population

of the United States and with those for the population of

three foreign countries.

PER CENT IN DIFFERENT AGL PERIODS OF BEGRCORKS ON CINCLARE GENTRAL
FACTORY, SILVERY and CALUMET, IN SANDY SPRING AND IN FARMVILLE,

AND OF TOTAL POPULATION IN VARIOUS OOUNTRIES.
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(a) Persons of Negro descent, Chinese, Japa=
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Here again we have a very clear example of the

immigration of negroes, especially between the ages of 20

and 4G, the most active part of life and the most desirab-

le age on plantations. As in Sandy Spring and Parmville

the number of children under {iftecn is increased by the

habit parents or widowed persons have of going off and leav-

ing their children with grandparents or rclatives to be tak-

en care of while they roam around to their heart's desire.

From the statistics on the place of birth we find

that 248 were Dorn within the State and 53 or 17.6 ner cent

were born without the State.

state Number
Louisiana. . 248
Misslissi;nl n=
Virginia . JE,
Pagas . . :

Kentucky . ‘

Tennessee . . . ‘

Georgia. . JE,

Alabama . . .

North Carolina... wo
South Carolina. . . ou

Maryland . » ® ® » : :

eS of Columbia, eile » ® s
Total = 301

In grinding season when more labor is employed the

proporiion of these born outside the State is greatly increas-

ed Dy the immigration of the extra labor from the neighboring

States and gvon from great distances,



CORJUGAL CONDITION, BIRTHS &amp; DEATHS.

In the following table of the 137 males over 15

vears of ocge who reported, 38 or 27.74 por cent were sing-

le, 89 or £4,968 por cent were married and 6 or 4.33 per» k

cent were widowed. The remalning 4 or 2492 per cent row

ported themselves as permanently scparated from thelr

wives. There were 80 women over 15 years of age record-

ed; 18 or 22.5 0 per cent were single, 50 or 62.50 peor

cont were married, 5 or 6.25 per cont were widowed, and

7 or 8.75 per cent were permanently separated. Of the

males and females reported as separated there was not a

single case of legal divorce.

Conjugal Condition by Sex and Age Periods

of the Negroes of Cinclare Oentral Adit and Calumet, La.TIIS=ouErAnArareENRTTRAeyrereegaearAorreIIR2h8.rEoom 3&lt;&amp; &amp; 3 &amp; &amp; 3 &gt;
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CONJUGAL CONDITION by SEX and AGE PERIODS of the NEGROES
of CINCLARE CENTRAL FACTORY, SILVERY and CALUMET, LA., and of SANDY SPRING,WD.,

and FARMVILLE, VA.
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For comparison the following table of the conjugal

condition of the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet, of Gandy

Spring and Parmville, and of several loreign countries is in-

serted. The table includes porsons of 15 years of age or ova

CORJUGAL CGNDITION OF THI NEGRQLES
dF CIKCLARE AND CALUMET, OF BARDY SPRING, OF PARMVILLEAND
OF THE POPULATIONS OF VARIOUZ FOREIGN COUNTRIES, BY IBX.

The per conis for CincYare and Calumet, for Sandy
Spring and for Farmville arc computed from schedul-
csjthose for foreign countries arc taken from layo-
Smith's Statlstics and Sociology. The figures for
divorced arc not shown for the foreign countries.
This table does not include any of the 65 persons
at Sandy Spring and 75 at Farmville,mentioned on
nages 55 and 56, mostly women in domestic service

- oo ) SINISE
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my 2
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b=Alsc 2.1 per cent scparated. d=Also 3,1 per cont separated.
e=Also 2.92 per cent separated. f=Also 8,75 per cent separated.
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In the following table the conjugal condition of

the negroes of Cinclare Central Factory and Calumet 'is com=

pared with that of the negroes of Sandy Spring, Farmville,

and with that of the entire population of the United States.

Only persons of 20 years of age or over are included.

QONJUGAL CONDITION OF THE HNIGROES
OF CINOLARE 'QUNTRAL FAGTORY AND QALUNET, OF FARMVILLE, SANDY
SPRING, AND OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED aTATES, BY ORK.

{The por cents Tor Cinclare Central Factory, and
Calumet, Tor Sandy Spring and Tor Farmville arc
computed from sheodules; those for the United
ftates arc taken from the United States census
of 189C. This table does not include any of the
85 persons at Sandy Spring and 75 at Farmville
mentioned on pages 55 and 56, mostly women in
domestic service.)

botiteIRwaTeTIEDPer cont of males 20 Per cent of Temales 20
yrs .of age or over. yrs. of age or over.

Civil Division. “ oo
£ ¢ { + .

r-1 rd . ro v
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tory and Calumet......,14.66 76.72 5.17 3.45 {11.11 69.84 7.9¢ 11.11
Parm¥ilio bes vnsifvnses 28.00 68.44 5.15 94.41 7.30 85.03 23.80 83.77
United States:

Native Whites,native parents ....bo.5a 66,08 4.74 b.04 18.75 67.88 12,79 b .58
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forcign parents...i8.82 48.685 2.25 1.28 | 2.8% 88,78 6.02 b.3%
Forelan Uhltes....p8.08 85.53 5.81 ©H,.50 85.3% 08,05 18.21 1.33
Bemroas..covvnvena BB.E% 689,02 5.40 Hh A7 85.7% 65.02 18.41 bh .86

Total United States.... 0.056 63.83 4.65 ».57 19.92 66.35 13.19 b .54
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As seen in these last few tables the conjugal cone

dition of the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet presocnt some

very marked contrasts to that of the negroes of Sandy Spring

and Farmville, The number of cingle men and women of (Cin

clare and Calumet over 15 years of age is very much less in

proportion than of either Sandy Spring or Farmville. In

Parmvlllie the number of single men between 20 and 3¢ was not

Tar from double the number of men of the same age who were

or had been married; in Sandy Spring the number of single and

married in the same period was about equal, while on Cinclare

and Calumet the number of single mon is less than one-half

the number of men in the some age period who wore marriod.

The influcnces of city life being absent, we would expect to

find this the case. There are no unmarried persons over

30 yoars of age. But while the por cent of single males

and females 1s less it does not by any means follow that ile

licit sexual intercourse is any the less. In Pact 1 2ind

the conditions were very much vorse than those reported from

¢ither Sandy Spring or Farmville. There is no aspiration

for soclal position to raise them and to have the good effect

that the writer on the negroes of Farmville thinks it is have

ing on the negroes of that place. le says, "No black girl

ol the town can have an illegitimate child without boing shut

off from the best class of people and looked at askance by

erdinary folks". 4 This 1s not ab 211 the case at Cinclare

ru Rgpt.of Labor Bulletin No.l1l4



Co

or Calumet where illegitimate children are numerous, known

hy all to be so and yet it 1s considered and spoken of as a

matter of course. To compute the per cent of illegitimn-

cy would, however, be practically impossible. Legal mar-

riage is nov considered absolutely necessary by them, of

40 couples on Cinclare who reported themselves as married

and who were known well by irs Rivault, the head overseer,

only 20 werc logally marrled In Lhe cimirch or hy the civil

authorities. This, then, would make only about 5C mer cent

of the married persons, so reported, as legally marreled.

Mr, Rivaultl énd others who have had long experience with

the negroes of the plantation assure me that cven this fig-

ure is toc high, Co=habitation is the rule. ZIZven when

they arc legally married and it is generally done after a

period of co-habitation and under religious excitement, they

soon forget thelr vows and if the impulse strikes them, thoy

separate and take up with someone more to their liking. Nume

erous cases are secn of two persons legally married and yet

each living ‘with a different person and reporting as being

married to the second. A lognl divorce is practically

unknown among the plantation negroes. For all thege reas-

ong too muck stress cannot be laid on the Clgures on the con-

jugal condition of the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet, and

yet I think them representative of the plantation negroes of

the Tar South.



The following table shows by age periods the number

of children born to each of the BC females who returned answers

and the number of children still living.

i
| \ | : n wl J \Dd &gt; iy 0 ny ie De

elurns VAIS | ) 9
: ET, yr § °F

Bil oo A. | y BK

| ¥ 4 3 } 4 | 2 ty { !AY \ouoad |=] = : oo 5 oy

\§ = iW Whe 2%

20-29 VASA lo Slo vol JB Sor 3

i SN Lo

w 0 i ov aviv

Undone Sop 12, vn | aah alae sis he

- - a — — | —— - pm— em h— ~ =



0 pander % A Maddon oY Mu dao foros rr Daandonw TD olan Ary S100 You nan

0 A A
 SondA000 Ln - _ | ’ i EAL |? |v \ B

5 gy 4 Co oo : q 5 ) 7 ddJ Co | ; x | 1 3 F. - fgrnd

| © ( 3 je I | 3.3 oo of 3. I § 4 ian i , A 3 "hey =3\ : : 2 pd Eg or sl ih : 2: § . 7 - 3 = 3 3) =&lt; 3 15832 \ QUOTED : 4] 1-4 Lo 1 “yh Src 55 3 ] {1 “EBL|is14i,Fl.&lt;8-3
3

4S 541 a i.x

- ARCS i TI eo Bak2.0 29 id Vo

50-39 MON I - _

RSM aon SEU Vip | alae

Sodaracrors. hog a uf? &lt; |=. blz|=tal. |: 3.300 }

hr 4; — ies eo fr = : LAE a Ee I Cf 7



Of theses 8C women 88 have had children. These

58 have had 268 childron, or an average of 4.62 per woman,

of which 154 or 37.5 per cent arc still living, Ini34 cac-

es out of th- 58, or 83 per cent, the first child is living.

By all those with vhom I talked on this subject and who have

lived with the negroes all their lives, it is sald that the

birth rate iz diminishing rapidly and that still births and

miscarriages are hocoming much more common,

Az In the case of Sandy Spring, no facts were

brought out in the investigation which indicated an mctual

miscopscnation in procress between the Lwo rages, bul concu=

binage is net soc unimown,

The proportion of the negroes which are of mixed

blood is of course very difficult to determine. I kept a

record of thc personal appearance of all the negroes records

ed and as nearly as I could judge, 261 were apparentiy of une

mixed negro blood, while 40 or 13,3 percent showed traces

of white blood, This is very small in comparison with the

Pigures for Sandy Spring where it was estimated at from 30

per cent to 60 por cent, and for Farmville vhere it was og-

timated at from 30 por gent to 50 per cent. But on the

other hand it must he remembered that Qinclare is very much

further -outh, nearer the "Black Belt", and also that the

overseers prefer a negro of unmixed blood for work on the

plantations and that this will influence their choice of



hands, The Tigure is moreover afb best only an cotinmate and

undoubtedly woull show a large error if the real facts could

be Known,

SHOOTS AND TLLIT RACY,

Cinclare has no school of its om for the nogroes

but they can attend the Parish Public Schools ahout ‘one mile

from Cinclare. Cnly about 20 children, or considgrably

less than 25 per cent, do attend from Cinclere as thore is

nc compulsory attendance, 3¢hocl 1s open eight months in

tho vear,

At Calumet the facilities are little better. The

school 1s held in the church building, which is at she foow-

graphical center of the place. The teacher (¢olorad, ow

male) receives $20.00 per month, whereas tho teacher in the

public white school recnives 540,00 per month. She was

paucated In New Crleang, seams interested in hor work and

up to date “in method. ‘he school is frec exeept that each

Tomily represented there must pay $1.00 per annum for the

rurpdse of delfraying incidental exnpenges, The Parish lupe

erintendent ‘requires the toacher to drop 2ll who ore in are

rears. This rule is ignored in the white school, Only aw

bout 20 children or les: than 10 per cont attend. Indifler-



ence Lo the advantages of education ans the payment iol the

3401lar being the ¢hioel reasons. The colored school ic op=

on four months and the whito,oelsghit months. Ag on Cinclare,

there ic no compulsory attendance.

The opportunities for education on both places zrs

Tar hottor than they used 10 be, yet vory few take advantage

of them.

The following table shows the literates and 11135t-

gratos by age periods. There was a little difficulty in gcte

ting answers to the ouestlion of vhother they were-iletoreador write or both. For thie reason J have mut in Mahle to

read and write a *1ittlet” as distinet from being ables to read

and write as the terms ore commonly used. Thoz¢ ho are

put down as being able to read and write a little, coun read a

Tew well known signs, advertiscments and the like. © They simp

1y reed remembering the shape of the sign or advertisomnont and

cannot spell it out. In the same way they can write thelr

names and a few Tigures, but nothing nore. They are not

wholly 11liternte, however, and so have been put separately.
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This table presents a very different state of afl-

fairs from that found in either Sandy Spring or in Farmville,

as shown by the tables which follow,
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of the 245 persons recorded, 173 or 70.8 per cent

were wholly illiterate; 39 or 15.9 per cent could really

read and write; 11 or 4,5 por cent could really read but

not write; 17 or 7 per cent could read and write a “little”

and 85 or 2 pear cent could read oo little” but not write.

In Sandy Spring 692.9 per cent could read and write,

5.8 per cont could road but not write, while 20.9 percent

were whniolly illiterate; and in Farmville 42.5 per cent could

read and write, 17.5 per cont could read but not write and

40 per cent were wholly illiterate.

The illiteracy of the youth from 10 $0 20 years of

age on Cinclare and Calumet 1s 69.3 per cent as compared to

B.4 por cont at Sandy Spring and 23 per cent at Farmville.

If, as in thc case of Farmville, the population is

divided "into Tour classes -- those reared in slavery,those

reared In time of war and reconsirucsion, those reared since

1870, and present youth" #x -=- we got Just the opposite re-

sult, an inorveasing per cent of illiteracy from war time

(40 to 31 yeors) when it was 61.3 per cent, through the next

decade where it was 67.5 per cent, $0 the present youth whose

rote la 20.8 por gang, The only explanation Tor this is

that the rate of school attendance has been steadily decline

ing. If the race is to be elevated the first change rust

be made here and some system by which more will attend school

+ Dept.ol Labor Bulletin No.l4,p.l14



mist be instituted, either lowering the expense or making

attendance compulsory. These figures do not represcnt

an oxceptional case bul are representative of plantation new

gro labor.

CCCUPATIONS AND WAGES,

The occupations of the negroes of Cinclare and Cal-

umet are those characteristic of a plantation community. Hv

ery able~bodied man on the nlace is supposed to work on the

plage and 1 he does not do 80 for any length of time, he is

not allowed ‘$0 remain. They of course live with all their

family on thie plage and the women arc given employment if they

want it and thelr labor is needed. Por Lhese obvious reas

ens the occupations of these negroes can not he compared with

those of either Sandy Spring or Parmville,

It 1s almost impossible to give statistics on the

mamber employed In cach kind of work onthe plantations, for

not only do the oceunatlions change with the seasons of the

year, but on no two days are the number in each subdivision

the same, for the laborer 1s put ab the work that is necess

sary to be done each day.

The year's work on a plantation may be divided ine
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to two parts, the cultivating season, when the canc is planted

and cultivated, and the grinding season, when it is cut and

mamaflactured into sugar. The month of March nay be taken

as representative of the cultivating season for it presents a

mean of the months January te September, inclusive, which is

the cultivating season. The month of November may be taken

as representing the mean of the months (October to December,

inclusive, which is the grinding season,

In larch 1301 there were 90 hands employed at Cine

clare, and of this number 27 were women, Me sble-bodied

man were used for plowing, although some of them, with the

01d men, women and boys under 21, were used for hoeing. They

wore divided very much as follows:

Flowing. . «2 men,
{men,

Hoelng. .28)women ©
(boys.

Ditching 8 men

dd Jobs in the field, such as guarier-
draining, weeding dliteh banks, water boys, ete.l2.

Ia grinding season a great deal of extrs labor has

to be hired and nesroes come and live on the place just dure

ing the months of October, November and December, returning

nome at the -end of grinding which is generally about the

first of Jamiary. In November 1900, 141 hands were ome

ployed on Cinclare, of which number 90 were women. It is
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impossible to divide them into different occupations as they

are used lor whatcver work is necessary to he done. By far

the largest percentage of the men and all the women are omnw-

ployed at cutting cane, The rost of the men, or as many

as are neocdod, are put at loading and hauling cane, a few in

the cane shed, and a number at differont jobs around the foc-

tory, such as: Tirenen, assistants for mechanics; handling bars

rols, loading cars, ¢ 1.

There ic practically no negro skilled labor on the

place, except one blacksmith, and two or ihroe carpontors?

assistants, who can scarcely be called skilled labor. For

svite a mamboer of years it sc happened that the prescher of

the negro church lived and worked on the place but he finally

bogame such a nuisance he was sent away He was the only

one who had any clalin vhatever to representing the profeasions

and his claim lay in his name only,

The Tigures Tor Calumet are very much the samo as

those glven for Clnclare but are for an average of six years,

{1896 to 1301 inclusive) for the cultivating season ‘and for

an average of five years {180806 to 1300 inclusive) for the

grinding sesson.

During the month of llorch on Calumet there were ome

ployed 135 negroes on an average; 22 of those were boys under

21 years, 10 were women (15 to 50 years), and 10% were men.



This labor was divided as follows:

Plovmen. . . . i he : :

Teaming and other work with mules .
Water DOoys +. + + . , :

Cross drain men . . . .

Hoe hands (a) itlen . . al
(b) Women. . : ‘ + de

Pilghors “ : ‘ oe
Jobbers ora opel

Besides the Ilold labor cnumerated ahove there are

a number doing odd jobs around the factory, hostlors, bridge

tenders and white-washers. There arc also two blacksmiths

and two or three carpenters on the place.

It has 80 happened that nearly all of the ditehing

during the six years involved has hecn done in February, March

and April, these men not being employed the rest of the year,

lost of them arc from neighboring towns and do not reside on

the place. The jobbers referred to have been working upon

the rallroad, the levees, or major canals, wood choppers and

the like. Some years there have been a good many of these

and other years very few, according as they have becn clean=

ing canals, clearing land and the like. The present season

but three women have been in the fislds, vhereas some years

the number has reached thirty, in the early part of the cul-

tivating socason, while the weather was yet cool. This only

shows how very difficult it is to get any average for the oc

cupations of the negroes.



Ja Calumet in grinding season the number of negroes

employed is 165, of which number 383 are women. 411 the women

and as many men as are needed are put at cutting cane The

rast of the hen arc mut at hauling cane, a good many in the

cane shed, work around the factory such as firemen, écoal rol-

lors, centrifugal nen, eto, The rotation of work of ablew

oedied men oh Cinclare and Calumet, from the beginning of the

year 0 the tnd of the year, 1s as follows, Plowmen begin

the yeer with spring nlowing, harrowing, otc. umbers of

them then go to heulling sced cane for planting or running meal

iistributors, The crop once planted, many arc put to operate

ing stubble shavers, stubble digsers, fertilizer dlstributors,

gultivators, corn planters and other draft imploments,very

rarely being given a few days in the hoe gang, or after great

railing, in the cross drains, Jdiey aloo naul ilder press

coke and manure, repair bridges and in the late summer shovel

out ditches. In the autumn they assist in pulling and

hauling corn and hay, mow turnerows, and finally 2ll got to

four-mule fall plowing. During grinding as many as are ree

quired arc set £0 hauling cane to the rallrvead or eanc shed,

nd the balance aro put at cutting canc

Hoomen &lt;o 11itile until grinding but hoe, clean

levees, diteh barks, fenee rows, ebc., drop and thin corn,

pull and heuce corn, turn, load and stow hay and attend to



all miscellancous vork. In the late sumaer they shovel zrass

out of ditches. During grinding they principally aut cane.

vitehers. are usually employed to assist in planting.

‘hey then follow their veculiar work for two months or so.

long in llay they arc most often put in the hoe gang when they

disappear from the place, ous oy one, in ouick order

Iobbeors can never ‘be induced to do any iqld work,

gxgert during zrinding., when west or thom cut ¢nne or work

about the sugar house as {irencn, coal-rollers, centrifugal

mon, 8tc. They arcgenerally of 11itle account, bul pre

sent notable exceptions.

omen only hoe, drop anG thin corn and in grinding

cui cano, Exccpt Tor a Tew among the older ones, the women

make only aboul one-hall time. During the cultivating socason

practically hone come out upon Saturdays and very Tew on done

dns, They do not work in bed weather. During grinding

they lay off Saturdays Lut mostly vork llondays, ‘hey average

well as cane cutters but are olherwise very unsatisfaclory.

nereas lew of then turn oul during the cultivating :asason,

10% only all the women living on tno vlages, but those from

neighboring plantallons and villages turn oud tg cut cane in

sr inding,

A11l of the negro labor except the ditchers and job-
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bers are paid by the day. On Cinclare the wages are as

follows;

Cultivating Season,....{”, Men....c.vvvuves $0475
I Bums. cavern «30
(e: 01&amp; men &amp; boys.. 50

Grinding Season..... (2) MeNassvsrinreres 3.00
{b) HOMO... conversa «75
(¢) 01d men &amp; boys.. .65

Each family is furnished with a cabin or portion of onc as the

case may be, Tree of charge. Hegro labor does not work on

Saturday afternoons during the cultivating season, They are

assigned a garden spot and allowed the use of a mule on Sate

urday afternoons and also the use of a wagon to haul wood, for

which no charge is made. Sometimes wood is furnished free

during the grinding season, as the labor is needed for planta-

tion work and it is more profitable to have their labor and

give them wood rather than loge their labor while they are cut-

ting wood themselves. Some, however, prefer to buy thelr

wood and seck to put in time, such as working their gardens;

others are too lazy to work gardens.

The laborer 1s given a ticket each day with the a=

mount of his wage on it in divisions of five cents each. Those

tickets arc good at the store on Cinclare which is run by the

owner of the place, At the ond of each month all the labor.

ers are pald in cash for all the uncancelled tickets they have,

-



Cinclare belng located on the llississippl River,

there is no difficulty in securing the kind of labor that is

panted and therefore very few if any Italians are cmployed,

negro labor being preferred as the two do not mix well to=-

gether, In grinding season when a large amount of extra

labor is required for a few months only, the negroes of Misc.

issippl come of their own free will and accord, attracted by

the higher cash wages during grinding, being about the only

cash money they sccure during the year. They are mostly

small cotton croppers and by the time grinding begins their

crop is harvested. There being no other work lor them to

d¢ in their cotton section, they seok the sugar sectlon for

the balance of the winter, remaining sometimes until March,

when cotton planting work begins,

To turn now to Calumet where the conditions are

differont in this respect. The average wages for the cule

tivating scason for the past 6 years, (1896 to 1901 inclusive)

and Tor the grinding season for the past 5 years, {1898 to

15909 inclusive), were as Follows:

Cultivating Soanon..... {0 HON. vou. 80.7
{Bh} Tomon.,... 00 oA8

Grinding Season...... . .{a) Men........, 1.18
{h) Women....... 54

For the past two ycars (1899-1900 and 1900-1901) the wages

have beer:



Cultivating Season... $8) MBN irs snsrss30:,78
(D) BOMBN ews sv iver 450

Grinding Season..... (8) Man.cisvsnrrs els
{b) Homan. ......-« 1.00

At the present time women are receiving 50 cts. a day but an

Incroase to 55 cts. is expected. (April 21,1001). Boys,

girls and old people are paid proportionately less according

to circumstances.

The laborer is furnished with a house juct the sane

as at Cinclare. TIlowmen are got out on Saturday afternoons

at loast two or three times por month. No effort is made Lo

get them out on pay Gays. Bach family has a garden sbout its

house but the people are discouraged rom faking any land in

the field, as thoy never raise anything upon it. Very flow

cultivate even the house gardens, though many of them spade

and prepare the land, They rarely have enterprise onough to

buy secd., ihese gardens arc too small to warrant plowing.

The owner does not pormit the people to haul their own wood or

Lo use the tcams Tor any purpose, except to do plantation work.

‘hey having cut their wood, it 1s hauled in for them by a specs

ial teamsior for which 135 cents per load is charged, if the

wood. comes [rom the plantation on which the people live, and 75
o

cents if they go to one of the owners i eining properiios, or

to any of the neighbors. Wood is never furnished Tree, but

it is sometimes sold to them at cost. The factory hands work



every Saturday afternoon and duy all thelr wood the year aw

round. The labor is paid in cash. Two stores are on the

slace, both rented out, which have to meet outside competition.

The plantation also has a ration room, From this dry salt

shoulders, flour and meal 1s issued, on account, to those who

have neither money nor credit with which to buy at the stores

¢f the neighborhood.

Prom the facts given it ig secn that the wages in

srinding seaton are 25 e¢onts higher on Calumet than on Cine

clare. This is due to the location of Calumet, whiash is off

the line of travel of the migrating negroes and pretty far

away for the cotion croppers to zo to. The extra. labor on

Calumet for the grinding season comes from points along the

Illinois Central R.i., in HMississippl, notably Amite, Kentwood,

Osyka, lagnolia, Srookhaven, Hazlehurst, Crystal Springs, Jacke

son and lad ihon, Some are brought in by neighbers {rom

New Orleans ‘and lobile. The city people are mostly "hounty

Junpers® and’ “gentlemen” who prove uasatizfactory. Many

feche planters procures thelr extra labor from Parishes shove

them: 35t. Martins, St. Landry, Rapides, Avoyelles, lLiafayeite

and Acadla. These are mostly "Pronch” dorkies, noisy but

good workers, who return 30 the same plantation managers éach

yoar.

This extra labor is sccurcd principally through col-

orod labor agents, residing at the points named, who have



spant numerous grindings at Calumet as cocks, [oremen at cane

hoists, and ‘the like. Several white men (cane weighers,

cane yard bosses, cote.) have brought colored help alkso from

their homes in Mississippi. In cvery case the results are

unsatisfactory. Very fow whose homes are at a dishance ap-

plyson the place and those vho do are mostly those who have

"jumped" other planters, leaving debts behind. It is not

xnown why the people from llississippl go there. Those who

have gone to Calumet arc mainly lazy, ragsed, half-fed town

boys, 1% to £25 years old and not cotton hands. ome ro,

no doubt, fof the Journey and lark, their expenses being paig,

others bacause thelr Prionds go, yet others to get a Lov weeks

square feeds; a few Cor what thoy can earn. tore keepers at

thelr homes say none of them bring any money home, "When

grinding arrives, the najority of thom take the first band wage

+54 People brought in later in the season, whon labor is

hardest to get, are generally of a better cluss -- often, no

doubt, colton plckers out of a job.

Italians ave taken as well as negroes at Calumet.

in Tact during the six years, 1896 to 1901 inclusive, there

has been a steady decrease in the number of negroes. and an ine

crease In the number of Italians employed. The majority of

the *talizns are lately from Italy and are single men. Tix

years ago there was not a single Italian plowman on the place,

The prescnt year there are twolve. The growth of an immense

lumber industry in the neishborhood and the attractions orf



town 1ife socom $0 explain the decreasing number of negroes

on the plantation. The negroes belong to a social race,

dc not like the stomdy work exacted by the overseers and,

seing imitative, like to buy such small propertles as they

gan afford, all of which leads them lnto towns, Higher

wages in the swamps and at sawmills induce some of them ine

to the lumber industry, notwithstanding the work there 1s

Just as exagting as in the (ields, On both Cinclare and

Calumet the ‘laborer is paid for the time he actually works,

‘he negrocs go to work at sun-up and stop from 7:30 to 8

o'clock for breakfast and from 12 to 1 for dinner and in-

ish at sun-Gowm. During the summer months when the

days are long and hot they someiines stop work at 11 o'-

clock and do not commonee until 2 o'clock, after dinner,

he Tleld lebor averspges about 20 days in the month but the

plowmen lose more time than any other kind of labor,

so far
I have spoken only of field labor. It would be

impossible Lo enumerate the wage paid to each singles workman

ghoul the lattory, as they differ from Lime to time as the

man changes from one job to another: but suffice it to say

that thoy average about the some as leld labor. "ac tory

labor, however, generally makes full time, not being laid off

by the weather as is field labor, One of the characteris

tics of negro lahor is that they never provide for or look



ahicad £0 the [uture. 18 s00n as Lahey mare money they vee

come indifferent and frequently 1f is aiflicult to et negro

labor to turh out for werk when they have money, they claime

ing 0 be sick znd giving various other excuses to 3tay aw

way Prom work until they can spend it. For this reason

some nlanters think It is a benefit to have ltalianior other

classes of laborers who aro always ready to work for their

pay.as an indentlive to get the nogroes out. Cn Calumet

where they Wave had a good many Italians, the example of ine

dustry aot by them has as yet not produced much oflect upon

the negro in that respect. The negro is, however, so [ar a

creature of hablt and so roadlly conforms to the negesslilies

which surround him, that with good management, prompt "turn

ing out” mav he nade second nature to hin,

ECONOILICS OF THE PAUILY,

hd statistics on the size of the families of the

negroes on Ginclare and Calumet who returned answers are for

the real family only, i.e. the parents and all children live

ing at present, 1% would be noarly imposslble to get any-

where near the size of thie possible, and the gconomic, fanil-

ice, and even the size of the real family will apply only to

the time that the report was tokon,on account of the constant

swapping of women ond children among the men, The extent



to which this is carried on by the nlantation negroes is not

realized anywhere but on the spot. It is sale to say that

by far a largo majority of them are married (mated) saveral

times during their 1ife time, and of those marriages which

arc contracted carly in life, few last more than twe years.

From this 1% will be secon how difficult it ic to judge even

by the real ‘Tamily for sometimes they take their ehlildren

by a previous marriage with them and sometimes they 40 not.

The following is the table.
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The tables of the real families of Sandy Spring and Parme

ville are also put in for sake of commarisoni
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The number of famllles of one member eachils abuo=-

lutely larger on Cinclare and Calumet than at either Sandy

Spring or Farmville, although fewer families are considered.

This is due in a large part $0 the presence of a good many

young persons who have been deserted by thelr parents and

left to earn their own living. The number of large fanile

ies is relatively very much less than at either Sandy Spring

or Farmville. The average number of persons to cach fanlly

on Cinclare and Calumet Is 3.96, while at Sandy Spring it is

6.13 and at Farmville 5.03.

How $0 account for this I do not know unless it is

that the negro families are actually diminishing in sige, for

we would expect to find in a purely rural population like

this, larger farilies than in seml-urban communities like

Sandy Spring and Farmville.

The following table, conparing the percentages of

negro families by size for Cinclare and Calumet, Sandy Spring

and Farmville, and the country at large, tends to bring out

more forcibly the diminishing in =zize of the plantation new

gro families.
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AND CALUMET, OF SANDY SPRING AED OF PARMVILLE AND OF TOTAL PAM
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and Farmville are from schedules) those Tor the United
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The negroes on both places still live in the "quar-

ters” as inthe times of slavery. They live a little sopaw

rated from the other buildings. A strect mung down the

middle and she cabins are on each side. On Cinclare there

are 34 cabins, 17 on each side of the strect. There are two

or three families, or from four to ten persons in each cabin.

The cabins have from tw to Tour rooms and some fanllies sleen

all in one room, using extra room for cooking; others use both

of the rooms allotted to them for sleeping and cookine,



On Calumet there are 9¢ double houses in ‘the quar-

bers, arrangod on each Side of tne stroet; cach with four

rooms, belng counted as two each when oecuplied by two famil-

ies. Exgopt for those with three rooms, all hulls of recent

years, and a’ few old ones, on Grandwoods, ecrected by other var-

ties just alter tho war, vhich have but one room, 231 the hous-

es huve two rooms, or if double cabins, four rooms.’ Some fam-

ilies also use the space above the ceiling and raffers in the

peal of tho tool, [or boy's slesping partments, Entire fame

lies Go nov as a rule sleop in one room on Calumet. 17 any

houses are without oceupantis, they are those with a single

Troon each. The maximum number of persons in onc house is 13,

the minimum number 3, and the average 5.11 persons 50 each

house,

The negroes as a rule do not work any harder than

they have to, to keop their fanilies alive. Boys of 12 to

13 years are made to work, but not all of them, The position

of water-boy is much sought alter. Even boys such as mention-

ed are not Torced into hard work by their parents and are not

made $0 work regularly. lore Italian children than colored

are worked and thess at harder labor, such as hoeing. As a

rule negro parents who make their children work retain most,

if net all, their wages. The result of this is that the boys

run away {rom home and become independent very early in life.

Girls do not often work before they are 15 ¢ 16 and these ro=-



tain thelr ‘wages. Those boys who arc forced Lo work cease

giving up thir wages as a rule vhon they become lindenendent

eriough to run away rom home, say at the age of ld ar 1a.

faw, "ho are pornitted to spend a part of thelr earnings thom-

selves and who are well treated, remain at homo. "A088 are

most ofton given their independence by the time they are 15,

probably fret fear that otherwise they will go off. ‘any

of the latter are pretty good Boys, whose fathers are dead or

gone off, but whose mothers, sisters or others remain. They

generally marry { mate ) very early and mostly separate from

thelr women Yrithin a your or two after. Fathers, more often

than mothers, are the cause of the boys leaving homg at an earl-

v age. Few, if any, boys are supported, oven in part, alter

they are 16 to 16-1/2 years of age. Qinclarce differs a

little in this respect for there the children are morc or less

supported until 18 to 21 vears of age.

Parents do not charge hoard oven for grown children,

though some ‘Tamillies take single men (ditchers, jobbers and

even Ticld hands) to hoard. Glrls are cared Tor by paronts

until mated ‘== boys until, say 15 if they remaln at ‘home.

Girls, some of them, cui cane in grinding season and buy

glothes with the proceeds. If wages are high theyihoe, off

and on, durihg the cultivating season, but spend their earn-

ings themselves, They begin very carly to gel money {rom the

mil. Boys instead of paying cash board, purchase a portionEY



of the provisions, dress themselves, cut wood, cte, Soth

boys and girls mate early, take houses and set up for theme

selves.

Children are rarcly a charge upon the parents after

the 15th year and never after they are 16 to 16-1/2, except

in the case of young, married give os return home alter

abandonment by thelr husbands.

The negroes never save any money, although there are

a very few exceptions. They do not know what cconomy is

and will buy anything you will sell them on credit. They

never think of the morrow, and spend their money foolishly.

The men buy licuor and delicacies and the women gay garments

and trinkets. No thought is given to durability or appro-

priateness in the »urchase of dress or other articles, but on-

ly to showlness. They will not provide wood for cald weather,

rain proof shoes or garmonts for wot weather, or prepare in ad-

vance for any continsonéy.. They are poor traders and do

not know the intrinsic value to themselves, or the exchango«

able value of any article, or the relative value of different

articles. They want ambition and prefer idleness and want

to exertion and plenty. They are carcless and will nob

care Tor cven that which they have. They have an unfortus

nate notion of gencrosity, which enables the more worthless

to borrow Tuecl, food and what not on all hands {rom the nore



thrifty. They have an inborn love of gambling, which keeps

the best workers among them idle much of the time and poor all

the time, but worst «+ all they have an unfortunate notion of

freodom which lends them most to desire what they could not

possess as claves: guns; ponies and the privilage of moving

about, none of whieh things bring them profit of any sort.

Tht only crpression of group life to be found a=

mong the negroes of Cinclare and Calumet is that most charac

teristic of the neszrocs throughout the United Gtateg, the no=~

eg Shure "The church is, among American negroes, the prim-

itive social sroun of tho slaves on American soll, replacing

the tribal 1ile roughly disorganized by the slave chip, and in

Many respects antedating the establishment of the Hozro mono

gamic home. “he church is much morc than a religious organie

zation; 1t is the enlef organ of social and intellectual inter.

Cours, Ag such it naturally inds the {rec democratic organ-

izations of the Baptists or cethodists betitor sulted ‘to lia

purpote than the stricter bonds of the 'resbytorians or the

more arlstocrstic and ceremonious Uniseovalians”

Thus we/ find that the churches of both Clnclare and

alumet are well attended. Both

opt .0f Labor Bulletin No. 14, »n.54



are of Baptist denomination, although the one at Cluclare uc

es the Episcopal Prayer Book. the cimreh wiich the negroes

of Cinclare attend is about one-quarter mile from the plane

tation, in Brusly. It is attended noi only by all ihe negroes

of Cinclare, but of the neighboring plantations as well.

Church is generally held at night, coven on Sunday, being a

relict of slavery times, vhen slaves were only allowed to ate

tend church ut night. The church is supported ‘by volun

tary contribfition and by assessments. If they do nat pay their

dues they arte read out of church. Assessments arc made at the

rate of 10 cents por caplta monthly,and every quarigr pound

meetings arc ‘held, cach member giving one pound of some Kind

of provision i to the. support of the preacher. The past Tew

preachers that the church has had, have becn grand rascals,

and unecducated men, vhose private life was as had 12 not

worse than any of the other noegroos of his ¢ongregution., They

claimed $0 be gifted by God to read the 3ible and So wore age

gcapted hy the people.

The church at Calumet is Dbotier off in a good many

respects. It is situated at the geographical conter of Cal~

umed Plantation and is a part of the latter. Thore: are a

good many Methodlsts there also, but they affiliate with the

Baptists on perfect eauality. The cimreh has 80 communie

cants. &lt;hout one-half of the entire negro population, includ-

ing children, attend services with conciderable regularisy.



There has beon no "revival" for a number of years. The

executlve board, consisting of scven deacons, decides upon

the assessment, which is 28 conts for cach member of the

church per month for the pastor's salary. A general assosg-

ment of $30.60 per annum is alse made for mission work. Oc=-

gasional collections are taken lor the incidentals, viz: oil,

Tucl, eto. The crureh was bullt by the owner of fhe plantaw-

tion. Tht members wish $6 "beautify" it. ‘the male mome

hors are taxed 21.00 each =~ the female members are asked for

voluntary contributions olf 75 cents, and the Yginner gentlomen”

are requested to glve as liberally as possible. The owner of

the ¢lurch also helps generously with the'beautifying” by ro-

setting the glass and whitewashing.

fe preacher is Calrly good looking, wolliproporiions

ol, pleasant mannered and porhaps 35 years of age. fter have

ing had charge for scveral years of two churches {Oaklawn and

Columet;, he spent six years at a Methodist boarding school at

Baldwin, la., graduating in the ‘nglizh course. hile study-

Ing hie kept on with his pastoral work and the two charges pald

the expenge ‘6f his sehooling, viz: ~~ 3ix dollar: per mondh.

fhe people seoom much atiached to thelr pastor, vho is called

£lder; Teel -wory proud of his cducation and expect him Lo re-

main permanently with them. He preaches at Calumet every other

Sunday morning and alternate Sunday nights. The preaching is



very characberictic. “he “lder usually prefaces his sermon

with the ronérk that he is not fecling very well, sticks

more Or lesy closely to the text, speaking very quietly Tor

a Tew minutes, but gradually drifts into a vivid description

of various thrilling Biblical scenes, as that of Daniel in

the Lion's Den, or of Shadrack, lieshack and Abednege in the

fiery furnace, etc., reaching a climax in secing tho New

Jerusalem with the four and twenty clders, or something akin,

He moves rapidly from one slde of the platform to the other,

goes through various faclal contortions, perspires frecly,

"hollers”, anc vhen the whole audience is swaying, moaning,

surging and shouting, under intense excitement, the preacher

drops his volce for © sentence and sits down exhausted,

The negroes are naturally a social race and the

large attendance at churc!: on both places is eacilylexplaine

ed aside frofi the roliglous atfrac tion as it is thedonly

place where ‘they get together and talk things over. The

negroes of Glneclare and Calumet have naturally not so clab=

orated a social system as is found in communities like Sandy

Spring and Parmviile Tor they are too constantly changing,

and all beink engaged in the same kind of work few Rave any

economic advantages over the obhors. For tnis reason

there arc, as far as I could learn, no societies or. clubs

among them. Thelr one great diversion is picnics, which

are generally given under the auspices of the church.



CONCIUG IONS o

After what has been sald during the course of this

paper, it must be secn in what a terrible state the ‘plantation

negro is and what a problem this country has to deal with, for

the conditions have improved hut little if any since freedom

was given then, The light-hearted-hopefulness or. the absonce

of care which 50 agreeably characterized the race a couple of

generations ago is, I think, disappearing. "The struggle

for existence in the midst of economically competitive and so-

cially antagonistic surroundings has had its saddening =-- per-

haps its hardening -- effect upon these people. Tne younger

generations are not on as good terms with the whites as their

elders, and thoy know it and show it." #» They very much

dislike the gang system of labor and roam all over the country

socking job work, when they can work as thoy please.

The negro character aside from purely racial traits,

differs between various individuals as widely, proportioned

to intellectual and moral capacity, as among the whites. Ev-

ery extreme is met with among them, As a race they are strong

and healthy but as they abuse thomselves they are not as a gen-

eral thing, long lived. In trouble they arc helpless. They

lack confidence in themselves and are not ingenious in Cinding

expedients., ‘hey are not the petty (chicken) thieves paint-
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ed at the Horth. They are not bold, nor yet cunning enough

to be successful thieves. They are not physically brave

with the odds all against them, more than are the normbers of

other races, but are desperately so at evens, Very few of

them appear capable of deep emotiong sorrow over tho dead dies

with the sunj rescantment passes with the night; gratitude and

local attachment they know nothing of. Yet they are often

Taithful servants, and in advancing years secmingly much ate

tached to those vhom they have served, This may be from long

habit and may be more apparent. than real. The young children

sgcm bright, but progress ¢eascs at an carly age. They ap-

pear to have little intellectual and little moral capacity.

Few ever care to ask the real reasons Tor things. upersti-

tion answores most questions to thelr zatisfaction. Thelr no-

tions of tho marriage relations are too vague to have much ine

fluence on the conduct of either sex. They are grossly ani-

mal in thelr sexual relations, both in and out of thelr famile

loa. How Tar the conditions piven hers for Cimclare and

Calumet typify the condition of all the negroes of Louisiana,

1 have no means of knowing. The two places were chosen as

Lypifying the rest of the State, the conditions being normal

as far as is Imnown. How near this has come 40 the condie-

tion of the plantation negro of Louisiana can only be deter

mined by further study.



CEPHALIC INDYX,

Besides obtaining ansvers $0 all the questions

shown on the investigation card, I also measured the longth

and breadth of the head, of the 301 negroes {rom whom answers

yore vocolved, in oraer to conpute the gephalic index, which

is the relation of the breadth of the head to tho length.

The negroes were distributed as follows:

I Ins lnrd. cuss snnas wun vstDB

Biv r Tvs vnnnnresnrsv BY
Columebeesovs cvvonvense 29

Total... 2.50)

Great care was ftakon to have these measurements as

accurate as possible, and in nany cases they were taken twice

in order to verify the resulisn, which in all the cases 80

tried proved correct.

In computing the percentage of tho breadth of the

head to the length, the tenths of a percent were drapped iT

leas than 5, and 1 was added il thore wan more than .5.

When it so happoned that it come .5 exactly, it was alternate-

ly dropped or 1 added.

The results obtained, as shown in the two Tollowing

tables, are quite different {rom what was expected. In these

tables the indices are plotted as abscissae, and the percent







of negroes Lo the total, az ordinates.

Cn’ the first plot a separate curve is given for

gach group, in order t0 compare them with each other. The

curves are somevhat irrcgular due to the small number of cas-

es involved, no doubt, There iz oulte a range shown, one

having an index of 70, another,onc of 87. The curve Tor

;inclare shows, however, that the greatest mumber have an ine

dex of 79. Tho average is 75.48. The curve for Silvery

culminates at 76 although there is a distinet! tendency for a

secondary curve Lo approach the same index as that for Cine

Glare. This shows that (he came tendency is:at work

to raise thelr index, to that of the negroes on Cindlare.

‘he average “index lor silvery is 78.86, which is higher than

that Tor Cintlare. The curve lor Calunet has ?7:as a cul-

minaling point with only a slight tendeney to rise at 79. The

average Tor Calumet is 78.48, exactly the same as that Tor

Cinclare. This would seem to show that whatever. the couse

is that tends to make these curves culminate at 79, it is less

strong at Calumet than at the other nlaces. The average of

the total number of negroes on all these places is 28.57.

Now the average for the negroes of Africa ranges

from 72.5 to 76.9, which is the hirhest index obtained for

the negroes of Africa, az follows:



AFRICANS.

No.of living Ethnic Group. C.lJ4lliving
subjects. sub jects.

14 lushikongo &amp; Bakongo. 12.8
7 Pulahs. . . V4: oC
27 Negu-Krus . 75.1
G2 iolofs Serer &amp; Leybus 75.2
iz ghantis. 76.8

There arc only two possible explanations for the

fact that the negroes of Loulsiana have a much higher index

than the negroes of Africa from whom they are descended &amp;one
=

ls, that in some way their ancestral characteristics have

heen changed by the change of condition, and the other that

trie head form has boon changed by a mixture of blood with a

woader headed noonle.

Tho second plot chows the curve for ithe total numb

er of obhsorvhtions taken as a whole. On the semc Is put the

curve Tor 500 white studonts at the Massachusetts Institute of

Tecimoleogy of 3oston, lass., which vay be gonsidored a fair

average of the Anglo-Saxon race, ©° It is seen that the

curve for the whites 1s 2 points lower than that of the new

groes sO that the intormixture of thelr hlood with that of

The Races of len, J.Deniker; P,OI2=-3,
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the negroes would not tend to raisc thelr index.

But let us leok at the kind of whites we £ind in

those sections of Louisiana, Je find that a large propor=

tion of them are of I'rench descent of the old Acadian fame

ilies. How the average of the French is very much high-

er than that of the /nglo-iaxon, averaging from 81 to 83, #»%

1 Intermixture of this blood, which is quite likely, would

then raise the cephalic index of the negroes of Loulciana,

and I think that that phenomenon may be accounted Tor in

that manner.

I know of no ether records which have boon Luke

on on this subject on the Southern negroes so that this

short study must only serve as a basis for further work

and comparisons. 8 to whether the conditions given here

arc true lor the cephallie index of all the Southern now

groes, can only be told by further study along this lize.

/ -
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