
Report to the President year ended June 30, 2024, Global Languages 

 
The core mission of Global Languages (GL) is to educate students in languages, cultures, and 
intercultural communication, with the broad aim of advancing their academic, career, and personal 
goals. As MIT students pursue an expanding spectrum of international engagements, 21G classes and 
immersive international experiences help prepare them to live and work in the diverse and multilingual 
context of a globalizing world. 
 

Major achievements and highlights  
 

Enrollment: AY2024 saw a stabilization of the record enrollment numbers achieved in AY2023. 
Most noteworthy is the continuously high number of students who choose to concentrate in 
one of the programs offered in Global Languages. In 2024, the number of concentrators 
amounted 553, the second highest numbers ever recorded, and a continuation of a three-year 
streak of strong enrollment in these programs well surpassing 500. These robust numbers must 
be seen in the context of dramatic enrollment contractions in language programs across U.S. 
higher education.    
 

Continued excellence in teaching: Delivering high-impact educational experiences is at the core 
of the unit’s professional identity. Of the 69 classes the team taught in fall 2023, not a single 
subject or instructor was rated by our students below 6 out of 7. In the past three years, seven 
Global Language instructors have been named winners of the student-nominated James A. and 
Ruth Levitan Teaching Award in the School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, 
outperforming every other SHASS unit in teaching awards. 
  

Program Innovations 

 
Hybrid Approaches in Portuguese, Russian, and Japanese: Based on their experiences to 
successfully deliver their classes fully remotely during the pandemic, the Portuguese, Russian, 
and Japanese programs have conducted success pilot projects that helped Global Languages to 
assess the impact and attractiveness of hybrid classes that blend face-to-face learning 
experiences with best practices in synchronous remote language teaching. 
 
MIT Swahili Studies Initiative: With the help of a generous award from the SHASS Dean’s office, 
Global Languages has launched the Swahili Studies Initiative, which will offer instruction in the 
language during the next five IAPs and generate interest in and enthusiasm for the language 
and associated regions through events during the academic year. We anticipate offering the 
first IAP Swahili class in January 2025. 
 
Quechua at MIT: Through a collaboration with the Linguistics Department, GL was able to offer 
Quechua during IAP in January 2024. 
 



  

Continuation of Ukrainian IAP Pilot: The assault launched by Putin’s Russia on the Ukraine in 
February 2022 has sparked interest among MIT students in Ukrainian language and culture. 
Global Languages has responded by offering an introductory course in Ukrainian Language and 
Culture during IAP in AY2023. We repeated this offering in IAP in January 2024. 
 
Space Development: Global Languages regards lack of space as the most significant bottleneck 
for growth. In AY2024, we made some progress in our desire to develop more adequate spaces. 
Our instructors and administration remain divided across two buildings. To fulfill our mission, 
we need more classroom spaces, instructor offices, and community spaces. Global Languages 
had several meetings with Sean DeBoer, SHASS Assistant Dean for Finance and Administration 
and members of the SHASS central administration to discuss our needs. 
 
DEI Progress: Global Languages made progress regarding long-standing Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) goals. We solidified the program in Arabic (year-round) and for the third year 
offered American Sign Language class over IAP. We also regard our continuation of Ukrainian, a 
new offering of Quechua, and our future IAP offering in Swahili as critical to offer a more 
diverse curriculum to our students. Various discussions of DEI issues were held, especially in 
relation to pedagogy and hiring practices. 
 
Study Abroad Offerings: Global Languages was again able to offer donor-funded programs for 
MIT undergraduates in Taiwan and France in AY2024. In addition, we were able to offer a 
program in Brazil for the first time through a collaboration with MISTI. 
 

Administrative Initiatives 

 
The Global Languages Steering Committee met twice in AY2024 since it was convened in 
AY2022 for the first time. The senior lecturers in Global Languages as well as faculty members 
from units across SHASSS engage in DLC governance by voting on curriculum matters and select 
personnel cases. 

 

Visiting Committee: In November 2023, Global Languages had the opportunity to elicit the 
feedback of the member of the visiting committee and integrate their feedback into our 
strategic planning. 
 

Events 

 
Global Languages held several public events geared toward educators. Hee-Jeong Jeong initiated a 
“Culture Learning and Teaching in Applied Linguistics” workshop in March, co-organized with SUNY at 
Binghamton, and supported by the Academy of Korean Studies. Speaking were Claire J. Kramsch, 
Emerita professor of German, UC Berkeley and Sang-Seok Yoon, Assistant Professor in Korean 
Linguistics, University of Iowa. The Global Languages Pedagogy Lecture Series in October featured a talk 



 

by April Baker-Bell (University of Michigan), entitled, “Linguistic Justice: Black Language, Literacy, 
Identity, and Pedagogy.” The Global Languages Colloquium in fall 2023 featured Hee-Jeong Jeong, 
presenting “Metaverse-Based Language Education: Situated and Collaborative Learning,” and Emily 
Goodling presenting “Teaching through Theater: The German Artistic Response to the War in Ukraine.” 
At the spring 2024 Global Languages Colloquium, Takako Aikawa presented “How to communicate with 
AI: the art of prompt writing,” and Eva Dessein presented “Digital storytelling and intercultural practice 
through global simulation.” The series was convened by lecturer in Japanese Masami Ikeda. Global 
France Seminar, with support of Global Languages, brought several speakers who were invited and 
hosted by faculty from the Literature and History sections. Finally, the unit hosted a professional 
development workshop for instructional staff in September: “Why Multiliteracies Now? Integrating the 
Study of Language and Culture in the L2 Curriculum” by Heather Willis Allen (University of Wisconsin-
Madison). 
 
Global Languages also initiated a number of events to promote visibility about our offerings to students 
broadly; and to build a sense of community for students taking Global Languages classes. On September 
5 “Reg Day Movie Night with Summer Wars” organized by Global Languages was geared to first years, 
but open to any MIT undergraduate. In October, the “Heritage meets Heritage” drew more than sixty 
students for food, games, and group discussions on growing up in linguistically diverse homes. A virtual 
Global Languages Student / Alumni Panel held during Campus Preview Week in April featured current 
and past students talking about how studying a language enhanced their education and careers. It was 
attended by over 150 parents and students. Two large events this year included the “Oktoberfest of 
Ideas” held in September, which was a collaboration with the German Consulate. The unit also hosted 
an Arabic calligraphy demonstration in February by Hajj Wafaa that was well-attended. Other events 
hosted by the unit’s language groups included: Solta a Língua gatherings for Portuguese students and 
speakers of the language hosted by Nilma Dominque; “Stammtisch,” a German conversation table, 
hosted by Emily Goodling; Russian Conversation Table hosted by Maria Khotimsky; a film series of 
French-language films, and a film series of films in Spanish. Kang Zhou held an open Chinese Calligraphy 
class in April. A celebration of Dias de los Muertos / Day of the Dead was organized by the Spanish 
group. Hee-Jeong Jeong, senior lecturer in Korean, again celebrated Hangeul Day, or Korean Alphabet 
Day, with her students in October with Korean food, music, and trivia games. Japan@MIT, a 
collaboration with MIT-Japan, was held in both the fall and spring and attracted over 60 students each 
event. Global Languages recognized student achievement at its annual Spring Fest. Also in the spring, 
the Chinese group and German group held separate award ceremonies for their outstanding students. 
 

Academics 

 

Curriculum 

Global Languages added a number of new permanent subjects to its curriculum in AY2024, 
some of which were piloted in the previous year as special subjects. Among those were 
21G.953 Arabic III taught by lecturer Muna Bruce in the fall; 21G.707 Graphic Stories: Spanish 
and Latin American Comics taught by Ana Yañez in the fall; 21G.408 German Conversation 
Practice: Online Immersion taught by Dagmar Jaeger in IAP. Likewise, Emily Goodling taught a 



  

brand-new subject for the first time in the fall: 21G.411 Conflict, Contest, Controversy: A 
Literary Investigation of German Politics. 
 
The French and Spanish groups offered new rotating topics to their curricula. Isadora Nicholas 
taught two such subjects in fall and spring respectively: 21G.312 Exploring Francophone Culture 
through Comics and 21G.346 Mystery, Thriller, Suspense: An Investigation of the French Crime 
Genre. Bruno Perreau, faculty member in the Literature section, reprised one his topic courses 
in the fall: 21G.346 North America through French Eyes. Also in the fall, Paloma Duong, faculty 
member in CMS/W, created a new topic for the Spanish program under 21G.735: Radical 
Political Imaginaries: Counter-apocalypse, Feminism, and Degrowth. 
 
Haohsiang Liao piloted a new course as a special subject in the fall, Chinese for Professional 
Communication, which follows 21G.120 Business Chinese, establishing a new track for 
languages for special purposes geared for professional contexts. Furthermore, the proposal to 
make this subject permanent in the catalog was approved by the CoC, and will be offered in fall 
2024 under 21G.121. 
 
The suite of licensed experiment subjects offered in hybrid formats offered in AY2023 were 
continued in AY2024, namely: Portuguese I through IV, Russian I through IV, and Japanese V 
and VI. These experiments were extended into AY2025 with the intention of proposing to make 
them permanent versions in the catalog effective in AY2026. 
 
In IAP 2024, Global Language carried out three programs bringing students abroad. Once again, 
Tong Chen and Haohsiang Liao brought a cohort of 19 students at the intermediate and 
advanced levels in Chinese to study in Taiwan for three intensive weeks. Students received 
credit under 21G.S04 or 21G.S05. And, with the financial support of MISTI, Nilma Dominique 
brought 16 students to São Paolo, Brazil in the month of January. She crafted a 9-unit special 
subject entitled, Language Conversation and Brazilian Culture. 
 
Lastly, Bruno Perreau, Cynthia L Reid Professor of French Studies, is heading the June Scholars 
in French program this year. He is bringing eight students to Paris for a linguistic and cultural 
immersion experience under the theme, “Paris es en Jeu/Paris at Play.” JSF is offered annually 
through the support of the French Initiatives Endowment Fund. 
 
Global Languages sponsored two non-credit classes in IAP. For the third year in a row, Andrew 
Bottoms, a Deaf professor from Boston University, was engaged to teach his online class Intro 
to ASL to a group of 18 participants from across the MIT community, which included both 
students and staff.  And, Soledad Chango, a master’s student in the Linguistics Department, was 
invited to offer an introductory class on Quechua. Similarly, MIT students and staff alike were 
permitted to sign up for this activity, which drew 17 participants. The class sessions were filmed 
and will be included in the MITEX. These two offerings represent Global Languages 
commitment to include less commonly taught languages (LCTLs) in its catalog. 
 



 

AY2024 Enrollments 

Student enrollments in 21G subjects in AY2024 was 1,880. This is the first year 21G enrollments 
do not include ELS classes, which no longer have a cross-listing with Global Languages. 
Comparing this year’s enrollments to last year’s number, minus the ELS enrollments, there is a 
loss of 58 students, or down 3%. 
 

Enrollments in 21G subjects in AY2024 

 
 AY2023 AY2024 

Arabic 39 30 
Chinese 409 515 
French 281 189 

German 155 150 
Japanese 303 287 

Korean 164 108 
Portuguese 57 84 

Russian 117 76 
Spanish 367 375 

Studies in International 
Literatures & Cultures 

46 66 

 
In 2024, the number of concentrators amounted 553, the second highest numbers ever 
recorded, and a continuation of a three-year streak of strong enrollment in these programs well 
surpassing 500. 
 

Concentrators in 21G in AY2024 

 
 AY2023 AY2024 

Chinese 123 134 
French 102 96 

German 42 39 
Japanese 91 88 

Korean 57 50 
Portuguese 4 6 

Russian 18 6 
Spanish 139 109 

Other Languages 13 18 
Theory of Language 3 4 



  

Studies in International 
Literatures & Cultures 

3 3 

 
Minors are available for five languages in 21G, shown in the table below. Overall minor 
program enrollment stood at 63 students in AY2024, which is significantly lower than last year’s 
record high of 83 students. This can be attributed to the fact that in AY2023 a very large 
number students, 49, with 21G minors graduated. In AY2024, Global Languages gained a very 
respectable number of thirty students across the five programs with small number dropping the 
minor without completing the requirements.  
 

Minors in 21G in AY2024 

 
 AY2023 AY2024 

Chinese 21 15 
French 21 12 

German 7 6 
Japanese 13 16 

Spanish 21 14 
 

Personnel 

 

Faculty 

Per Urlaub continued as director of Global Languages and Professor of the Practice in the Literature unit. 
 

Academic Instructional Staff 

In AY2024, Global Languages had 32 academic instructional staff: 21 with multi-year appointments and 
11 with AY2024 term appointments. 

 
Liana Ewald commenced her appointment of senior lecturer in Spanish. Ayae Uwabo joined Global 
languages as lecturer in Japanese. Emily Goodling was reappointed as lecturer I. Tong Chen and Cathy 
Culot were reappointed as Lecturer II. A successful search was conducted this year resulting in the 
appointment of David Yagüe González as lecturer in Spanish effective AY2025. An unsuccessful search 
was held for lecturer in Korean. Two lecturers on multi-year appointments were on approved medical 
leave in the spring. 
 



 

Administrative and Support Staff 

 
Global Languages administrative and support staff included a director of administration and finance; a 
systems administrator and instructional technologist; an undergraduate academic administrator; and 
two support staff. 
 

Publications 

 

Takako Aikawa‘s paper “Use Case Scenario of Machine Translation for Language Instruction” will be 
published in the Proceedings of the 17th International Conference of the European Association for 
Japanese Studies (EAJS) conference in May-June, 2024. Tong Chen co-authored “FullChinese at MIT: A 
Non-Disruptive Integration of Technology for Intermediate Students,” published in Chinese Language 
Teaching Methodology and Technology Volume 6, Issue 1. Liana Ewald co-authored with Angelina Craig-
Flórez “Versatility and Value: A Student-Generated Collaborative Digital Book Project,” published in 
October in Second Language Research and Practice (Vol. 4, Issue 1). Emily Goodling published a review 
of volume Neues Welttheater? Zur Mediologie des Theaters der Neo-Avantgarden by Franz-Joseph 
Deiters in Monatshefte. Maria Khotimsky published a chapter called “’The Treasure Trove of World 
Literature’: Shaping the Concept of World Literature in Post-Revolutionary Russia” in World Literature in 
the Soviet Union, edited by Galin Tikhanov, Anne Lounsberry, and Rossen Djagalov (Academic Studies 
Press, 2023), pp. 91-118. Haohsiang Liao published a peer-reviewed article, “Mobilizing Engagement in 
Designing and Implementing Global Chinese Language MOOCs,” in The World of Chinese Language, 
Volume 132: 27-42. Per Urlaub and Eva Dessein published When Disruptive Innovations Drive 
Educational Transformation: Literacy, Pocket Calculator, Google Translate, ChatGPT” in An MIT 
Exploration of Generative AI. They also co-authored “Kasparov, Vygotsky, and ChatGPT: What a Chess 
Prodigy and Child Psychologist Can Teach Us about AI in Education” in FLTMAG, an online magazine on 
technology integration in language teaching and learning. Per Urlaub published “Vygotsky meets 
ChatGPT” in MIT Open Learning Blog. His co-authored a chapter “Deutsch als Fach- und Fremdsprache in 
den USA” appears in the upcoming open-source publication Handbuch Deutsch als Fach- und 
Fremdsprache edited by Szurawitzki and Wolf-Farré. 

 

Honors, Grants, and Awards 

 
The SHASS Levitan Teaching Award honored three Global Languages lecturers: Javier Barroso, Cheol-Rin 
Park, and Mariana San Martin. Per Urlaub received a Humanities Award from SHASS for an MIT Swahili 
Studies Initiative. Per Urlaub and Eva Dessein received a Generative AI Impact Award from the MIT 
President’s Office/MIT Schwarzman College of Computing for their paper, “The Pocket Calculator, 
Google Translate, and Chat-GPT: From Disruptive Technologies to Curricular Innovation.” Takako Aikawa 
received an award from the Hayashi-ULVAC MISTI Seed Fund for the project called “A bespoke 
comprehensive language learning interaction partner.” She was also awarded 2024 Alumni Class Funds 
for “Collaborative and Adaptive Language Learning with Generative AI” project. Eva Dessein served as a 



  

2024 Visiting Research Fellow in Assessment for College Board. Nilma Dominique was a recipient of the 
2024 Black Excellence on the Hill Award, awarded by the Massachusetts Black and Latino Legislative 
Caucus in March. 
 

Service 

 
Global Languages members held various leadership and service roles in professional societies and 
groups, as well as on committees at the Institute. Takako Aikawa was an abstract reviewer for the 
International Conference on Japanese Language Education (ICJLE) and the 17th International Conference 
of the European Association for Japanese Studies (EAJS). She Served as a board member for the 
Japanese Language Teachers Association of New England during AY24. Javier Barroso worked with the 
Office of Minority Education on several projects and was the keynote speaker at their New Parents and 
Students Welcome event. Eva Dessein was a Visiting Fellow in Assessment, College Board in spring 2024 
and continues as a Reviewer for Frontiers: The International Journal on Study Abroad. Nilma Dominique 
served as an advisor, moderator, and speaker for the 10th Brazil Conference in April. The Brazil 
Conference at Harvard and MIT is an annual event held since 2015 by the Brazilian student community 
in the Boston region. She also serves as the Co-Director of Test Development for the National 
Portuguese Exam (NPE). Panpan Gao serves as the Media Group Specialist for the Chinese Language 
Teachers Association and a board member of New England Chinese Language Teachers Assoziation. Hee-
Jeong Jeong served on a selection panel for the 2024 Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) Program, U.S. 
Department of State. She is vice-president of the New England Association of College Korean Educators). 
Jeong is a journal reviewer for The Korean Language in America, Penn State University Press. Jeong is a 
board member of the Korean Language Education and Research Center, sponsored by the Korea 
Foundation. Maria Khotimsky served as a Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) application evaluator; as 
peer review contributor to several publications, including Scando-Slavica, Russian Review, Academic 
Studies Press, and Routledge Russian Language Pedagogy Series. She served as an American Association 
of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages Book Prize Committee member in the Literature and 
Culture category. Khotimksy is also a board member of the American Council of Teachers of Russian. 
Min-Min Liang is currently the Past-Chair of Special Interest Group, Heritage Languages Group of ACTFL 
and was co-organizer and co-host, of several ACTFL Heritage Languages Webinars this year. Haohsiang 
Liao was Program committee chair, The 9th International Conference for Chinese Heritage Education, 
National Council of Associations of Chinese Language Schools. Leanna Rezvani maintains the website for 
the Marguerite de Navarre Society/La Société Marguerite de Navarre as well as several web-based sites 
providing resources to French teachers. 
 
 
Per Urlaub 
Professor of the Practice, German and Second Language Studies 
Director, Global Languages 

https://languages.mit.edu/people/per-urlaub/
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