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The MIT Press

About the MIT Press

The MIT Press, a business unit of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is widely 
considered the most innovative university press in operation today. It is the only 
university press grounded in science and technology; engaged in children’s STEM 
publishing; and distributed by Penguin Random House, the world’s largest publisher. 
The Press has successfully launched its own publishing technology lab and is actively 
transitioning its high-impact scholarly book and journal programs to open access models. 
It supports the Institute’s mission to address global challenges by giving voice to peer-
reviewed research in book and journal form, in fields that align with MIT’s many areas of 
strength. Through its award-winning publications and global distribution channels, the 
Press extends MIT’s visibility and reputation for excellence throughout the world.

Mission

To lead by pushing the boundaries of scholarly publishing in active partnership with 
the MIT community and aligned with MIT’s mission to advance knowledge in science, 
technology, the arts, and other areas of scholarship that will best serve the nation and 
the world in the twenty-first century.

Director’s Fiscal Year 2023 Reflections

MIT is a university unlike any other and, fittingly, it has a Press unlike any other. The 
MIT Press has long been a flagship organization that publishes excellent books and 
journals across the STEAM spectrum while serving as MIT’s in-house incubator for the 
future of research publishing and knowledge mobilization, committed to developing new 
models and technologies that respond directly to the needs of the research community.

Whether we are learners, teachers, or researchers, the way in which we discover, consume, 
and share knowledge has changed radically over the last 25 years. While traditional vehicles 
for delivering course content (the classroom, the textbook) and research content (the book, 
the journal article) endure, new modes of instructional and scholarly communication have 
emerged to support remote learning, increasingly diverse educational and credentialing 
services, accelerated research dissemination, and nontraditional scholarship.

Although the publishing industry experienced overall growth in book sales during the 
pandemic, unprecedented increases in manufacturing, distribution, and other costs 
negated much of those gains, and economic conditions in publishing remained uncertain 
throughout FY23. Despite significant cost reductions including a headcount reduction of 
>10%, the MIT Press incurred $2M in losses in FY23 and reached an understanding with 
the Institute to return to a balanced budget by FY25.

There are many restructuring efforts currently underway, including: significant cuts in 
trade signings and outputs, an updated textbook strategy, ongoing cost-cutting, growth 
in publishing services, and more. There are also new partnerships in development, and 
a new emphasis on fundraising, to support a bold vision for the future of university-
based publishing. 
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In an historical context, university presses have never been sustained by sales alone. 
There are in fact no university presses today (nor in the past) funded exclusively by 
revenues from selling academic books and journals. This is also true of society and 
private-sector academic publishers. All depend on additional revenue sources, including:

•	 Subsidy, grants (non-profit) or investment (commercial)

•	 Endowment (university)

•	 Digital aggregations, including 3rd-party content

•	 Distribution and warehousing services

•	 Campus bookstores

•	 Trade books

Over time, the balance of revenues from academic books and journals in this sector has 
steadily declined relative to other revenue sources. Large North American university 
presses rely variously on endowment, subsidy, sales/distribution services, campus 
bookstores, and digital aggregations. 

MITP’s revenue mix (journals, trade, text, monograph, bookstore) and space subsidy 
have served us well in fulfilling our stated mission over the years, but we have also been 
more exposed to the market than our peers, leading to the need for Institute backstop 
from time to time (like other Institute auxiliary units).

Hence, the current setback is an opportunity for restructuring, operational improvement, 
and ongoing innovation. In the years ahead, the MIT Press will continue to grow its 
trade, text, platform, journal, and OA revenues. With endowment and external funding, 
it will partner more actively with other MIT units on a range of evolving models in 
publishing to serve the academic community. 

Publishing Innovation

Even as we face the challenges outlined above, we are pursuing a robust innovation agenda 
to ensure that the MIT Press and university-based publishing at large keeps pace with, and 
supports, the evolving needs of researchers and the academy. Efforts in FY23 included: 

•	 Open Encyclopedia of Cognitive Science (OECS, forthcoming Spring 24): The 
Press received a generous grant from the John S. McDonnell Foundation to 
launch this landmark open access reference work, a major revision to the MIT 
Encyclopedia of the Cognitive Sciences, published 24 years ago. 

•	 MIT Open Publishing Services (MITops): Interest in MITops’s flagship project, the 
SERC Case Studies Series in the Social and Ethical Responsibilities of Computing, 
has grown significantly since its launch in 2021. We plan to publish a new MIT 
case studies series on robots, automation, manufacturing, and the future of 
work, edited by Julie Shah (Aero/Astro) and Ben Armstrong (MIT Industrial 
Performance Center) and are partnering with the Computer Science and Artificial 
Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL) to publish a 10th-anniversary book this fall. 

https://oecs.mit.edu/
https://mit-serc.pubpub.org/
https://mit-serc.pubpub.org/
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•	 Rapid Reviews: Initiated in the early days of the pandemic, Rapid Reviews: 
COVID-19 has, to date, provided timely peer reviews of over 1200 COVID-19 
preprint papers. Building on this success, the Press, in collaboration with the 
editorial office at University of California, Berkeley and with support from the 
Gates Foundation, expanded the journal’s scope with the launch of Rapid Reviews: 
Infectious Diseases in FY23.

In the year ahead we will double down on our successful fundraising efforts in support 
of innovation and sustainability in open publishing; partner more actively on campus 
to develop new models for publishing and disseminating educational content; help 
to modernize research discovery and academic assessment; and grow our publishing 
services operation (MITops) in order to provide agile support to the MIT community.

Resource Development

The MIT Press (MITP) has expanded development initiatives to support its innovative 
publishing programs and to make published scholarship more accessible and impactful, 
in collaboration with Institute partners, MIT alumni, and external supporters. In FY23 
the Press hired its first full-time senior development officer, with a goal to raise $30M+ 
for the Press over the next three years, through endowment funding (65%) and current 
use programs (35%).

FY23 was a strong start for us, with over $7M raised and outreach to over 20 foundations 
and 300 individual prospects. Highlights include:

•	 Arcadia Open Access Fund: Launched with a $5M endowment gift from Arcadia, 
plus another $5M in matching funds for future open scholarship contributions,

•	 Open Computer Science: We received a $1M gift from Google to support open 
textbooks in artificial intelligence and machine learning.

•	 Technology Transformation: The Press recently received a $750K gift from an 
anonymous donor to upgrade business infrastructure. 

•	 Fund for the Future: The Press received $250K from the Allen Institute for AI to 
support ongoing publishing innovation.

•	 MIT Alumni Association Collaboration: Our Pi Day 2023 campaign garnered over 
$25K from over 100 donors for the Public Understanding of Science Initiative.

Finance

FY23 MITP publishing income is worse to previous year (PY) by $2.0M or 14.3%, driven 
by industry-wide post-pandemic dynamics, ending the fiscal year at $13.9M. Net book 
sales are worse to PY by $4.8M or 26.8%, ending at $13.2M. Journals sales are worse to 
PY by $0.2M or 5.6%. Other Publishing Income was better to PY by $1.0M or 2.6%. The 
MIT Press Bookstore, in its new Kendall Square location, enjoyed its first operational 
surplus since FY19, ending at +$80K or up 144%, a solid indicator of an improving retail 
business environment. For reference, the Bookstore had an operational loss of $182K 
in FY22 and had permanently closed its Massachusetts Avenue location during the 
pandemic in FY21.
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Operating expenses were better to PY by $1.4M or 9.2%, ending at $14.0M due to a 
combination of expense cuts, headcount reductions, and lower cost-of-sales. The Press 
ended FY23 with an operational deficit of $2.0M, which is $0.6M worse to prior year. It 
should be noted that aggressive cost control measures improved the year-end net result, 
originally forecasted at a loss of ~$4M. 

MIT Press Operating Results ($000)

FY2021 FY2022 FY2023
Book net sales 16,626 18,089 13,244
Journals subscription sales 3,192 3,672 3,468
Total sales 19,818 21,761 16,712
Cost of sales 10,072 11,134 9,043
Gross margin on sales 9,746 9,907 6,894
Other publishing income 3,852 4,038 5,069
Total publishing income 13,598 13,945 11,963
Operating expenses 15,943 15,396 13,987
Net Operations (2,345) (1,451) (2,024)

Sales and Marketing

Following the surge in book buying during the pandemic, the book publishing industry 
has seen a dramatic drop in demand for books. FY sales of books through our sales and 
distribution partner Penguin Random House Publishing Services (PRHPS) are down 
28.6% through the first six months of 2023. Higher returns from retailers, and ongoing 
international sales issues related to Brexit and Amazon EU’s decision to no longer sell 
books that are not printed in Europe, are also having a significant impact.

The drop in initial new release sales is directly attributable to the textbook adoption 
cycle, which is heavily dependent on academic calendar schedules and takes up to 18 
months to see significant adoptions. We released new editions of two of our flagship 
textbooks last year in March and April (Cormen/“Introduction to Algorithms,” 4th 
edition; Murphy/“Probabilistic Machine Learning,” 2nd edition). While there has been 
strong reception for both in the professional community, we don’t expect these two 
books to see widespread course adoptions until the coming fiscal year.

The loss in sales on the international side is not as easily rectified. Last fall Amazon, our #1 
account, decided to stop importing books from U.S. booksellers into its European online 
accounts. Since then, the book industry has struggled to find other partners to compensate 
for the revenue shortfall. Our sales and distribution partner PRHPS has responded with 
some short- and long-term remedies, but there is no immediate replacement for these sales.

In FY23, the Press strategically consolidated and integrated the former “Trade 
Publishing” unit (which had included our sales operations and publicity teams) with 
the “Marketing and Communications” unit, forming a unified Sales and Marketing 
Department that is more in line with how our peers are structured. Thus far, the 
effort has resulted in synergies and efficiencies in work processes as we’ve removed 
redundancies and found new opportunities for collaboration within the group.
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One major success this past year is the continued growth in sales from the MIT Press 
Bookstore in its new Kendall Square location at 314 Main Street. Under the leadership 
of store manager Rebecca Conn, bookstore sales are up significantly for the first half of 
the calendar year. Continued engagement with various MIT departments, a growing 
schedule of events, and the launch of online sales through the store’s website have 
all contributed. With the addition of the MIT Museum, MIT Open Spaces, Row 34 
restaurant, and Ripple Café at 314 Main and the ongoing reemergence of Kendall 
Square, we are optimistic about future growth for the store. 

Rights

Our subsidiary rights licensing efforts securing foreign translations of our books have 
continued to be strong despite the uncertain economy. Although we didn’t reach 
FY22 record $1.4M in net licensing revenue, we finished with one of our best years at 
over $1.1M. From a territorial standpoint, the ongoing war in Ukraine has choked off 
licensing from our Russian publishers. More concerning is the revenue drop from our #1 
territory, China, because of continuing geopolitical tensions between our two regions.

Publicity Highlights

•	 Nicholas Humphrey, author of “Sentience,” was profiled by the New Yorker. 

•	 An excerpt from Vaclav Smil’s “Invention and Innovation” ran in the Wall 
Street Journal. 

•	 “Of One Blood” by Pauline Hopkinswas included in a New York Times list of 
notable 20th-century books by Black authors.

•	 “The Phantom Scientist” by Robin Cousin was included in a New York Times 
round up of newly published books.

•	 Ruchika Tulshyan, the author of “Inclusion on Purpose,” was interviewed by 
NPR’s Code Switch, Big Think, and Brené Brown’s Dare to Lead podcast.

•	 The New York Times featured Dori Tunstall’s “Decolonizing Design” in the “What 
to Read in March” roundup and Fast Company said it was one of the “Most 
Anticipated Books of 2023”

•	 Excerpts from Christopher Preston’s “Tenacious Beasts” ran in the Wall Street 
Journal, BBC Future, Salon.com, and LitHub, and the New Yorker listed the book in 
its “Briefly Noted” column.

•	 Excerpts from “More than a Glitch” by Meredith Broussard were featured in WIRED 
and Engadget, and the author was interviewed on Marketplace, CBC’s Spark, NPR’s 
Throughline, and the “Getting Curious with Jonathan Van Ness” podcast.

•	 The Radium Age series received a comprehensive write up in the Los Angeles 
Review of Books, which noted “when the MIT Press publishes science fiction, it 
does it to make a point.”

•	 Steven Beaucher talked with the Boston Globe about “Boston in Transit.”

•	 Don Norman discussed “Design for a Better World” with McKinsey’s Author 
Talk Series and on Debbie Millman’s Design Matters podcast.
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•	 “Off-Earth” by Erika Nesvold was covered in Ars Technica, Foreword Reviews, 1A/
WAMU, WIRED, and Science News.

•	 Carol Geffner’s “Building a New Leadership Ladder” was featured on 
Bloomberg Businessweek Radio and MIT Sloan Management Review.

•	 Neta Crawford, author of “The Pentagon, Climate Change, and War,” was 
interviewed on Democracy Now!

•	 Ekow Eshun’s “In the Black Fantastic” was covered in the Washington Post, the 
New York Times Book Review, AARP, the Magazine, Los Angeles Review of Books, 
Forbes, and more. 

•	 Sian Harding’s “The Exquisite Machine” was featured in the Spectator, BBC 
Science Focus, the Boston Globe, Time.com, New Scientist, and more.

•	 Richard Meyer’s “Master of the Two Left Feet” saw coverage in the Wall Street 
Journal, the New Yorker, the New York Times, and the Times Literary Supplement.

•	 Jay Baruch’s “Tornado of Life” was covered in the Boston Globe, the New York 
Times Book Review, and Alan Alda’s Clear + Vivid podcast.

•	 Emily Weinstein and Carrie James’s “Behind their Screens” was featured on the 
Today Show.

•	 Mikkael Sekeres, the author of “Drugs and the FDA,” saw coverage in the 
Washington Post, Slate, STAT News, and Medscape.

•	 The Times Literary Supplement published a review of “Parallel Public” by Sara 
Blaylock.

•	 “Literature’s Elsewheres” by Annette Gilbert was reviewed in the London Review 
of Books.

•	 Gerd Gigerenzer’s “How to Stay Smart in a Smart World” was covered in the Wall 
Street Journal, Behavioral Scientist, and WIRED.

•	 Tung-Hui Hu’s “Digital Lethargy” was covered in the New York Times Book 
Review and WIRED.

•	 Steven Austad’s “Methuselah’s Zoo” was covered in Science, Salon, and The 
Atlantic.com.

The MIT Press Reader

The MIT Press Reader, the online magazine launched in FY20, continues to augment 
publicity efforts for frontlist titles, bring renewed attention to the Press’s outstanding 
backlist, and generate new opportunities for our authors. This year, stories on The Reader:

•	 Were viewed 1.8M times by visitors from more than 100 countries, boasting an 
impressive average time on page of close to 6 minutes;

•	 Were viewed an additional 1.3M times via Pocket/Mozilla syndication;

•	 Were republished by magazines, including Scientific American, Slate, Nautilus, 
BBC Future, Salon, The Wire, and Popular Science;
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•	 Received backlinks or citations from notable media outlets and organizations, 
including the United Nations, The Aspen Institute, The New York Times, Politico, The 
Guardian, Forbes, BBC, The Criterion Collection, and Literary Hub, among others;

•	 Yielded over 17,000 clicks to individual MITP book landing pages and thousands 
of traceable sales, not including clicks/sales generated from republished articles. 

Despite regular disruption to the digital content and media landscape, in just its 4th 
year, The Reader has:

•	 Partnered with SmartNews, a news app for mobile devices that reaches 20M 
users each month globally;

•	 Retained relationships with Curio, an audio journalism app that converts our 
articles into audio stories and taps into new audiences, and Pocket, a free service 
from Mozilla that serves up content personalized to readers’ interests;

•	 Surpassed 23,000 newsletter subscribers, boasting an open rate of 43% and a click 
rate of 7%, well above the industry averages of 21% and 2.9%, respectively.

Acquisitions

This year, the press welcomed Catherine Woods as executive editor for economics, 
finance, and business, core areas of acquisition for the Press. In this role, Woods will 
commission approximately 25 projects each year with an emphasis on field-defining 
textbooks and monographs and high-impact trade books. She will also lead our 
collaboration with MIT Sloan Management Review on the Management on the Cutting 
Edge book series.

The industry-wide decline in book sales required us to rethink MITP’s acquisitions 
strategy for general audience (trade) books. We have intentionally and rapidly grown 
our trade program during the last seven years, expanding the trade list from its 
historical concentration in art and architecture to areas in which we had not consistently 
offered books for general readers: brain and biological sciences, computing, design, 
business, economics, environmental studies, data and information sciences, linguistics 
and language, physics and math, games studies, and STS.

Publishing trade books supports the Press’s mission to mobilize knowledge for social 
good and translate exceptional research and scholarship in all our fields for the widest 
possible readerships. The benefits of this growth are real and include many exceptional 
and award-winning books for non-specialists. In most of our core publishing areas, 
the Press is now known by scholars and researchers (and their literary agents), as a 
competitive, full-service trade publisher, able to support authors and their books to 
reach wider audiences.

This growth has come with risks and costs, however. In the post-pandemic economy, 
the increased cost of production and sales requires us to pivot away from a high-volume 
strategy and seek ways to be more selective and discerning in our trade acquisitions, 
although no less ambitious with respect to our financial objectives. To address 
publishing costs, our new strategy will reduce trade signings by half, to about 65 new 
contracts in FY24, while preserving the highest revenue and highest impact titles. 
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To guide the process of right-sizing the trade list and acquiring in an informed, selective, 
and data-driven way, we performed a thorough quantitative and qualitative analysis for 
our trade lists and their past performance. Highlights of our new strategy include: 

•	 Maintaining current trade signing levels in biomedical and life sciences, 
environment and energy, and economics and business, and reducing trade 
signings in all other areas, especially architecture; 

•	 Commissioning books that address topics of concern to wider audiences, written 
by authors with major research profiles in these areas; 

•	 Investing in developmental editing to ensure these books are as clearly written 
as possible. 

Six months into FY23, when it became clear that we needed to reduce our trade 
acquisitions, we reduced our annual goal for the year by 25%. By the end of the year, 
signings for trade books came in slightly higher than this revised goal for trade and 
slightly lower for some other book types, including textbooks and Essential Knowledge 
series titles. Total book signings for the year: 221 contracts for MITP titles plus 75 books 
distributed for other publishers. Signings by book type appear in the table below. MITP 
editors also transmitted 309 projects into production during FY23.

FY23 signings report, all editors combined

Book Type Goal Actual Contracts

Prof./scholarly edited collections 22 11

Prof./scholarly monographs 93 101

Trade books 79 84

Trade edited collections 5 4

Trade Essential Knowledge series 13 6

Texts (original) 27 13

Texts (revised) 3 0

Reference/handbooks 1 2

Total MITP contracts 243 221

Distributions 60 75

Grand total 303 296

High-profile FY23 book signings

•	 “The Ethics of Climate Change” by Cass R. Sunstein

•	 “Corporate Innovation” by Fiona Murray and Philip Budden

•	 “You’ll Pay for That: Payment Systems, Privacy, and Political Dissent” by 
Catherine Tucker and Alex Marthews

•	 “How to Do the Right Thing” by Steven Sloman

•	 “The Value of Values” by Daniel Aronson
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•	 “Our Queer Universe: Deconstructing Definitions, Producing Particle Beams, and 
Examining Entangled Identities” by Jessica Esquivel

•	 “The Human Cure: How We Create Pandemics and How We Can Save 
Ourselves” by Sabrina Sholts

•	 “Next Billion Ready: Designing Systems to Include the World” by Payal Arora

•	 “Reinventing the Organization” by Ravin Jesuthasan and Tanuj Kapilashrami

•	 “The AI Conundrum” by Rex Briggs and Caleb Briggs

•	 “Thrive: Maximizing Emotional, Physical, and Material Well-Being in the Age of 
AI” by Anindya Ghose and Ravi Bapna

•	 “The Computer Always Wins” by Elliot Lichtman

•	 “Playing at the World, 2nd edition” by Jon Peterson

•	 “Carcass: On the Afterlives of Animal Bodies” by Kristin Hugo

•	 “Target Earth” by Govert Schilling

•	 “Structural Intelligence” by Damon Centola

•	 “The Lunar Society and the New Industrial Enlightenment” by historian, 
inventor, and entrepreneur David Mindell

Journals and Open Access

The MITP Journals program ended FY23 with total revenues (earned subscription 
income plus other publishing income) totaling $5.933M.

Journals Division Revenues ($000)

FY21 FY22 FY23
Net income, plus CogNet 3,592 4,099 3,923
Other publishing income 1,969 1,934 2,010

Total revenues 5,561 6,033 5,933

MITP journal revenues declined 1.7% in FY23 as we continue to see shifts in the 
marketplace for subscription-based products and an overall weakness in library budgets 
that has persisted for over two decades now. On the positive side, revenues for our open 
access journals were up 50% in FY23 and the overall net contribution to the Press was 
slightly under $1.2M, up 21% over FY22.

The most significant development in the MITP Journals division this year was the launch 
of the open access journal Imaging Neuroscience with the entire former editorial boards 
of the journals Neuroimage and Neuroimage: Reports. The resignations of the boards 
from the Elsevier journals were due primarily to a dispute over high publication fees 
for authors. We expect the new journal to replace the existing journals as the premier 
destination for neuroimaging research and early indications are positive. Submissions 
have been strong — the Press received over 160 papers before officially opening our 
manuscript management portal — and are on pace for ~1,000 submissions in year one. 
We foresee growing the journal to 3,000 submissions and 1,000 published papers by year 
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three, which will make the journal the largest at the Press. It is also likely that editors 
from other journals at commercial publishers will follow Imaging Neuroscience’s lead and 
move to MITP and other university presses in the coming years. 

Many MITP journals performed well in the 2023 impact factor citation rankings for 
journals. Asian Economic Papers rose sharply in the ranks to #7 out of 380 in economics, 
achieving an impact factor of 9.7. Its 2022 journal citation indicator — a number that 
notes how frequently a journal’s articles are cited compared to the average for its field 
— was 4.88, meaning that it was cited nearly five times more than the average journal in 
economics tracked by the Social Science Citation Index.

Several newer MITP journals earned their first-ever impact factors this year. Quantitative 
Science Studies, established in 2019, earned an inaugural impact factor of 6.4 and jumped 
to first place in the Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI) category for library and 
information sciences. Neurobiology of Language topped both the ESCI linguistics and 
experimental psychology journal lists with its first impact factor of 3.2. 

Direct to Open

With the support of 322 libraries participating in our Direct to Open (D2O) model for 
scholarly monographs, MITP is publishing its full list of 2023 scholarly monographs and 
edited collections open access on our digital platform. In the program’s second year, we 
increased the number of participating libraries by 33% and raised 26% more funding 
than in 2022. This initiative has further cemented the Press’s strong reputation as a 
leader in equitable and affordable open access publishing and as a catalyst for change in 
scholarly communication.

We continue to see strong participation from the largest libraries and institutions in 
North America. Over one third of the participants have elected to support the model for 
multiple years, which allows us to build momentum for the initiative and contributes to 
its sustainability.

Now entering our third year, the impact of this program extends to readers and other 
publishers. D2O books have been accessed over 328K times by a global audience of 
readers, researchers, and students. And with the proven success and scalability of D2O, 
the Press is exploring an opportunity to extend the model to other not-for-profit scholarly 
book publishers through a partnership with one of the largest aggregators, Project MUSE. 

Business Systems and Operations

FY23 financial constraints required us to put some initiatives on hold, but we nonetheless 
accomplished several improvements in systems and system infrastructure, including:

•	 Upgrade of content management system (Alfresco). This much-needed upgrade 
resulted in improved efficiency and stability, and reduced manual intervention.

•	 Internal improvements to automate manual processes, including:

•	 Weekly cover distribution

•	 Quarterly processing of ebooks sales reports
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•	 Automated CIP registration

•	 Automated packaging of titles on the MIT Press Direct platform

•	 Reload of all open access and titles published in the last three years on MIT Press 
Direct with content and data enhancements for better discoverability. 

•	 Soft launch of a new P&L tool for the books division which better captures data 
to enable informed publishing decisions. 

Operationally, MITP’s finances resulted in the elimination of three positions in FY23, 
including the Human Resources Administrator, whose duties will be assumed by the 
Director of Business Systems and Operations.

Editorial, Design, and Production (EDP) and Publishing Logistics

In response to the Press’s FY23 financial challenges, the EDP unit restructured staff, 
made workflow modifications, and adjusted book specifications to achieve overall 
savings in FY23 and beyond.

Staffing and Restructuring

Editorial

In September 2022 we hired a new EDP assistant, allowing for the promotion of an 
editorial assistant to editor. In early 2023, longtime production editor Marcy Ross retired. 
Instead of rehiring this position, we committed to a book packaging (outsourcing) solution, 
handled by production staff. Subsequently, we restructured the department so that Roger 
Wood, who works on those packaged books, moved to the production department.

Production

In August 2022 we hired a production assistant to handle print-on-demand, reprints, and 
backup archival duties. In early 2023, we reclassified another position from production 
coordinator to editorial production coordinator.

Workflow Modifications

The financial impact of workflow changes in EDP is not immediate because projects in 
our area generally run seven to 12 months. Hence, when we start a new project, it often 
takes that long for us to see the result. Nevertheless, we are excited about the ways that 
we have been able to streamline and improve our processes.

The most significant changes we made in FY23 include:

•	 Moving packaged books to a completely offshore model with an estimated 
savings of 30% in project management fees and free ebook creation.

•	 Using the packaging vendor’s xml tagging for titles going into that workflow, 
yielding an estimated savings of $35,000 per year.

•	 Switching paper stock to a hybrid groundwood option for all short-run digital 
printed OA monographs and trade offset titles, saving approximately 33% on 
paper costs across approximately 150 frontlist titles and 100 backlist titles.
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Publishing Logistics

In Fall 2022 we rolled out a new printing strategy to mitigate overprinting and excess 
inventory charges. Initial print runs have been reduced to 12 to 18 months’ worth of 
inventory. When this initial inventory is depleted, scholarly books move directly to print 
on demand and trade books move from hardcover to paperback at that time. We are also 
publishing more paperback original trade books in an effort to reduce manufacturing costs.

Appendices

MIT-Affiliated Authors Published in FY23

Currently affiliated

•	 Natalie Bell. Curator, MIT List Visual Arts Center. (“Symbionts”)

•	 Olivier Blanchard. Peterson Institute for International Economics and Robert 
M. Solow Professor of Economics emeritus, MIT. (“Fiscal Policy under Low 
Interest Rates”) 

•	 Katerina Cizek. Artistic Director, Co-Founder, Co-Principal Investigator, Co-
Creation Studio, MIT Open Documentary Lab. (“Collective Wisdom”)

•	 Thomas H. Davenport. Professor, Babson College and Fellow at the MIT 
Initiative on the Digital Economy. (“Working with AI”)

•	 Karthik Dinakar. MIT Media Lab. (“Algorithmic Rights and Protections for Children”)

•	 Mikael Jakobsson. Research Scientist, Comparative Media Studies, Writing, MIT. 
(“Playing Oppression”)

•	 Caroline A. Jones. Associate Professor of the History of Art, Department of 
Architecture, MIT. (“Symbionts”) 

•	 David Kaiser. Germeshausen Professor of the History of Science and Director, 
Program in Science, Technology, and Society, MIT. (‘Well, Doc, You’re In’”)

•	 David Kiron. MIT Sloan Management Review. (“Workforce Ecosystems”)

•	 Mykel J. Kochenderfer. Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 
Stanford University and formerly at MIT Lincoln Laboratory. (“Algorithms for 
Decision Making”)

•	 Ramesh Raskar. MIT. (“Computational Imaging”)

•	 George Stiny. Department of Architecture, MIT. (“Shapes of Imagination”)

•	 William Uricchio. Professor, Comparative Media Studies, MIT. (“Collective Wisdom”)

Formerly affiliated and alumni

•	 Elizabeth J. Altman SM ’92. Associate Professor of Management, Manning School 
of Business, University of Massachusetts Lowell. (“Workforce Ecosystems”)

•	 Meredith Broussard. Associate Professor, Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute, 
New York University. Former software developer at MIT Media Lab. (“More 
than a Glitch”)
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•	 Achuta Kadambi Phd ’18. Assistant Professor, UCLA. (“Computational 
Imaging”)

•	 Richard K. Larson. Professor, Department of Linguistics, SUNY Stony Brook. 
Former Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics and Philosophy, MIT 
(“Semantics as Science”)

•	 Nancy J. Nersessian. Regents’ Professor of Cognitive Science Emerita, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, and Research Associate in Psychology, Harvard University. 
Former Fellow, Dibner Institute at MIT. (“Interdisciplinarity in the Making”)

•	 Jeff Schwartz. Gloat. (“Workforce Ecosystems”)

•	 Jaroslav Švelvch. Assistant Professor, Department of Media Studies, Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Charles University. Former visiting researcher, MIT. (“Player 
vs. Monster”)

•	 Josephine Wolff SM ’12 PhD ’15. Associate Professor of Cybersecurity Policy, 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University. (“Cyberinsurance Policy”)

MIT Press Awards

Prose Award Winners, 2023

•	 “Co-Cities” by Sheila R. Foster and Christian Iaione

•	 “The Neurocognitive Theory of Dreaming” by G. William Domhoff

•	 “The Nexus” by Julio Mario Ottino with Bruce Mau

•	 “Language vs. Reality by N. J. Enfield

Outstanding Academic Title, Choice, 2022

•	 “Urban Play” by Fábio Duarte and Ricardo Álvarez

•	 “The Resistance Dilemma” by George Hoberg

•	 “Global Fintech” edited by David L. Shrier and Alex Pentland

•	 “Hidden in Plain Sight” by Albert Folch

•	 “Wittgenstein’s Artillery” by James C. Klagge

Book prizes

•	 “Paper Graveyards” by Eduardo Cadava – Winner, Frank Jewett Mather Award, 
College Art Association, 2023 

•	 Data Feminism by Catherine D’Ignazio and Lauren F. Klein – Winner of the 
Modern Language Association Prize for Collaborative, Bibliographical, or 
Archival Scholarship, 2022

•	 “Image Objects” by Jacob Gaboury – Winner, Annual CBI Ben Shneiderman 
Award in Human-Computer Interaction History from the ACM SIGCHI
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•	 “Sex Dolls at Sea” by Bo Ruberg – Winner of the Anne Friedberg Innovative 
Scholarship Award, SCMS, 2023

•	 “Image Objects” by Jacob Gaboury – Winner of the Computer History Museum 
book prize, SIGCIS, 2022

•	 “The Polyhedrists” by Noam Andrews – Winner of the DAM Architectural Book 
Award, 2022

•	 “Living and Working” by Dogma – Winner of the DAM Architectural Book 
Award, 2022

•	 “Microprediction” by Peter Cotton – Category winner, Eric Hoffer Book Award, 2023

•	 “The Promise of Access” by Daniel Greene – Winner of the McGannon Book 
Award, 2021 

•	 “Decomposed” by Kyle Devine – Winner of the IASPM Book Prize, English 
Category, 2021

•	 “The Resistance Dilemma” by George Hoberg – Winner of the Donald Smiley 
Prize, Canadian Political Science Association, 2022

•	 “Natura Urbana” by Matthew Gandy – Winner, John Brickerhoff Jackson Book 
Prize, 2023

•	 “WBCN and the American Revolution” by Bill Lichtenstein – Winner of the New 
England Society Book Award in the Specialty category, 2022; shortlisted for the 
New England Book Award, 2022

•	 “A Biography of the Pixel” by Alvy Ray Smith – Finalist for the William and 
Joyce Middleton Electrical Engineering History Award, IEEE, 2022

•	 “Change of State” by Sandra Braman – Winner of ICA Fellows Book Award for a 
Book of Enduring Value, 2022

•	 “Designing Motherhood” by Michelle Millar Fisher and Amber Winick – Winner 
of AIGA 50 Books / 50 Covers design award, 2021

•	 “Designed for Dancing” by Janet Borgerson and Jonathan Schroeder – Finalist for 
the Oscar G. Brockett Book Prize for Dance Research, Dance Studies Association, 
2022; Finalist for the Prize for Excellence in Historical Recorded Sound Research, 
the Association for Recorded Sound Collections, 2022

•	 “Schools and Screens” by Victoria Cain – Finalist for the Media Ecology 
Association Book Awards, 2022

•	 “Design in Motion” by Laura A. Frahm – Longlisted for the 2023 Kraszna-Krausz 
Book Awards

•	 “Carbon Queen” by Maia Weinstock – Shortlisted for the Rossiter Prize; 
Longlisted for the Prize for Excellence in Science Books in the Young Adult 
Science Book category, AAAS/Subaru, 2023

Amy Brand 
Director
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