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Overview
The 2024-2025 year was a transformative one for CMS/W. Over the previous half-decade, a
combination of unsuccessful faculty searches, departures, and retirements left CMS/W
understaffed and ready for new momentum. Fortunately, over the last year, the department
completed two successful junior faculty searches and one successful senior faculty search. We
also made an additional target-of-opportunity hire and launched a search for a fiction writer.
This was the largest influx of new faculty in the department’s history and will result in a
guadrupling of our junior faculty, going from one assistant professor to four.

New faculty members

Our three new junior faculty members, all of whom will start in fall 2025, have either already
made or are poised to make major contributions to their fields: Becca Lewis, who is coming to
MIT after a postdoc at Stanford, was an expert witness in the lawsuit that Sandy Hook families
filed against conspiracist Alex Jones; Angela Saini is about to publish her fifth book; and Rebekah
Larsen is doing field work on the AM media diet of conservative communities in Utah. Our
incoming senior hire, Tung-Hui Hu, will be joining us in fall 2026. He is the author of A Prehistory
of the Cloud, which more than one of his letter writers have labeled as “field-defining.” As
another writer said of Prof. Hu, who is an accomplished poet as well as being a media scholar,
“It is rare to encounter someone so accomplished across critical and creative writing and
between scholarly and public-facing work.”

These hires will play an important role in helping us refocus the department on the social impact
of media and mass communication on MIT’s core areas of strength as we look to shape global
discussions about the impact of science and technology on the future. Just as importantly, our
incoming faculty work across disciplines, and they will play a crucial role in transforming the
department into a collaborative nexus that works across all areas of the Institute.

Faculty service

Successfully hiring four new faculty members was especially notable because we were missing
more than forty percent of our faculty members because of a combination of year-long
sabbaticals, medical leaves, and parental leaves. Special recognition is due to Assistant Professor
Crystal Lee, Associate Professor with Tenure Paul Roquet, and Professor Ed Schiappa, who
comprised the search committee for three of our searches.



Faculty transitions

In July 2025, Professor Seth Mnookin began his tenure as head of CMS/W. Professor Helen Lee,
a renowned fiction writer and author, most recently, of the award-winning novel Pomegranate,
transitioned to a Professor, Post-Tenure position, which she will occupy for the next five years.

Academic Program

Undergraduate CMS Major

The undergraduate program in Comparative Media Studies offers students an opportunity for
interdisciplinary study of film, television, game design, virtual worlds, digital artworks,
interactive writing, other communications media, and education. In the past year, two students
graduated with degrees in CMS along with four 21E Humanities and Engineering students
focusing on CMS as their humanities degree component. CMS also had seven minors. The
biggest impact of the CMS undergraduate program, however, continues to be at the
concentrator level, with 88 concentrators, as well as UROPs, hosting 69 of them.

Undergraduate Writing Major

Four Writing majors received degrees, along with two 21E Humanities and Engineering majors
focusing on Writing as their humanities degree component. Writing had 14 minors and 74
concentrators. Majors have gone onto careers in journalism, fiction writing, education
management, consulting, business analysis, technical writing, public information, medicine, and
more. Writing hosted 3 UROPs during the 2024-25 academic year.

Education Concentration
In its fifth year, the Education concentration had 55 students.
Graduate Program in Science Writing

The Graduate Program in Science Writing received 106 applications and admitted eight
students.

CMS/W Research Groups

The Game Lab, founded in 2007, brings together scholars, creators, and technologists to teach,
conduct research, and pursue innovative game design. The lab has a long history of critically
engaged work that bridges between game design and research. Rather than simply focusing on
reproducing the current state of gaming, the Game Lab uses innovative methods and deep
gualitative research to explore the possibilities of play. Rooted in social science research and



action-based interventions, its current projects focus on expanding participation, amplifying
voices, and transforming industry practice.

In the past year, the MIT Game Lab has established a number of working relationships both
within the Institute and with external organizations, in order to continue a focus on exploring
the potential of play across a variety of domains. The Game Lab uses playful systems to both
support new forms of creative expression as well as architectures to investigate critical social
issues. With the support from MISTI, we traveled to Kanpur, India to engage with students and
faculty there and participated in a symposium with representatives from universities, industry
and the World Wildlife Foundation. We also traveled to San Juan, Puerto Rico for a number of
events and meetings with students and faculty at UPR as collaborators in a project funded by
the Knight Foundation. We have also made a number of presentations and participated in
symposia in the US, Mexico, and Europe; and hosted partners working together with us and the
App Inventor Foundation here at MIT.

Within the Institute, four new primary partners have proven to generate fruitful collaborations.
We worked with the MIT Voxel Lab to mentor MIT undergraduates on Playful Audio research
projects, produced a documentary series on the Jamaican dub siren, and organized workshops
on the design and development of electronic sound toys. This collaboration was supported by
the MIT UROP Program and the MindHandHeart Chancellor’s Innovation Fund.

The Game Lab is a member of the newly formed Global Humanities Initiative where our
researchers act as coordinators for the pillar on Public Literacies, starting with a project focused
on diplomatic hegemony and resistance through games. We also collaborated with the
Morningside Academy for Design to explore labor issues and with the MIT Systems Awareness
Lab to investigate how commercial board games express climate change as a system.

The Game Lab continues to have a vibrant relationship with external partners as well. Through
funding from the Community Foundation of New Jersey, we ran a design research project
focused on using game design to explore ethical decision making. We also continue to run
summer educational workshops that provide opportunities for students to explore the critical
power of game design in tackling contemporary issues.

The Open Documentary Lab draws on MIT’s legacy of media innovation and its deep
commitment to open and accessible information, bringing storytellers, technologists, and
scholars together to explore new documentary forms with a particular focus on collaborative,
interactive, and immersive storytelling.

At the end of the academic year, it transitioned from CMS/W to the Department of Urban
Studies and Planning.



The Scheller Teacher Education Program and The Education Arcade continue their work to
promote playful, powerful learning through research, design, and implementation of innovative
pedagogy and technology.

STEM / Al Education: STEP continues to pioneer development of innovative STEM,
computational modeling, and Al-focused curriculum for student learners, along with
professional development offerings to support educators. The DC Models project is an NSF-
funded Research-Practice Partnership between MIT and the District of Columbia Public Schools
(DCPS). In partnership with district teacher partners, DC Models brought curricula that integrate
core science subjects (biology, chemistry and physics) with computer science to 1,300 high
school students in DCPS. STEP provided professional development to fifty high school teachers
to train and support them to teach these new curricula in their classrooms. Across these
classrooms, the program is finding significant learning gains in students’ science and computing
scores. The project is also helping cultivate teacher leaders, who are facilitating professional
development, presenting their work at academic conferences, and helping distribute the
curricula to teachers across the district.

The NSF-funded We're In this Together (WIT) project continued exploring the emerging genre of
collaborative, headset-based, augmented reality (AR) simulations for science learning. This
spring STEP conducted its first in-school tests with 18 students from our partner teachers’ class
at the McGlynn Middle School in Medford, MA. Students were able to place high and low
pressure areas and use their hands to heat and cool surrounding air, to see how temperature,
pressure, and humidity lead to weather phenomena such as wind and precipitation.

The Responsible Al for Computational Action (RAICA) curriculum project is finalizing five project-
based learning modules and ramping up to pilot the curriculum with collaborators in the US,
Malawi, United Arab Emirates, and Chile. RAICA is proud to be contributing to design-based
research and teacher professional development at the intersection of Al, education, and project-
based learning; 2025 citations include:

e Bosch, C,, Gustafson-Quiett, M., Abu Hegly, S., Wharton, S., Masla, J., Guterman, L.,
Macatantan, C., Klopfer, E., Abelson H., and Breazeal, C. (February 2025). “Advancing
Research on Equitable AL.” 2025 AAAI Conference on Artificial Intelligence.

® Bosch, Christina A., Gustafson-Quiett, M.C., Abu Hegly, S., Wharton, S., Masla, J., Guterman,
L., Macatantan, C., Klopfer, E., Abelson, H., Breazeal, C. “Education through a Focus on
Implementation: Insights from a Middle School Computer Vision Module Beta-Test” [paper].
EAAI, Philadelphia, PA.

® Masla, J., Bosch, C., Ravi, P., Guterman, L., Wharton, S., Gustafson-Quiett, M., Abu Hegly, S.,
Macatantan, C., Klopfer, E., Abelson H., and Breazeal, C. (February 2025). “Supporting Al
Fluency Teaching Through the Development of Assessments for Classroom Use” [paper].
EAAI, Philadelphia, PA.



e Wharton, S., Masla, J., Guterman, L., Gustafson-Quiett, M., Bosch, C., Abu Hegly, S.,
Macatantan, C., Klopfer, E., Abelson H., and Breazeal, C. (February 2025). Act Out An LLM
[model assignment]. EAAI, Philadelphia, PA.

e Wharton, S., Gustafson-Quiett, M., Bosch, C., Davis, E., Klopfer, E., Abelson H., and Breazeal,
C. (July 2024) Responsible design: A design thinking process for students creating with Al
[poster]. Play, Make, Learn. Madison, WI.

e Kang, S., Bosch, C. (February 2025) Measuring K-12 Students’ Al Fluency [presentation]. UC
Berkeley BEAR Seminar, Berkeley, CA.

e Guterman, L., Gustafson-Quiett, M., Wharton, S. (June 2025) Generating Constructionist
Criteria for Al Educational Technology: How to Evaluate Al Tools That Help Students Build
Knowledge” [workshop]. Constructionism Conference, Zurich, Switzerland.

e Guterman, L., Wharton, S., Gustafson-Quiett, M. (August 2025). Increasing Resilience in
Debugging [workshop]. Play, Make, Learn Conference, Madison, WI.

Supported by a MIT J-WEL grant, the MIT Education Arcade, the MIT Systems Awareness Lab,
and the nonprofit Climate Interactive collaborated on a two-year climate game design project to
develop learners’ understanding of the complexity of climate change and related systemic
societal and environmental challenges. The project leverages MIT’s science-based climate data
and simulations with the Compassionate Systems Framework, a set of systems thinking tools
and practices which attend to the complexity of learners’ cognitive, emotional, and social
experiences and helps build learners’ sense of agency and empowerment around systemic
issues. In a whitepaper to be published in Fall 2025, the project team provides a landscape of
climate systems games and points to recommendations for MIT’s unique contributions in this
space. Innovation in Educational Technology: Collaborative Artificial Intelligence for Learning
(CAIL) is a research and design project focused on integrating innovative Al tools in the
classroom to support learning in collaborative groups. Students interact with Al-powered
conversational agents in group work and discussions. The agent is envisioned as a peer who
would promote deeper thinking on the topics, instead of as an efficiency tool. We also aim to
provide real-time information to teachers and students to support teachers’ formative
assessment and students’ self reflection.

As part of the project, the team is building CAILA (Collaborative Artificial Intelligence for
Learning and Analysis) to process the real-time data while keeping with human- and child-
centered design principles and keeping humans in the loop. To date, it has created
conversational agents to work with high school students in PBL data science workshops and
investigated potential roles the agents could play in team-building exercises. Lines of inquiry
span from the personas and roles of the agents to analytic tool development to formative and
reflective assessments for learning.

Our list of publications between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025 includes:
e Anderson, E., Lin, G. C,, Farid, A. M., Fenech, M., Hanks, B., Klopfer, E., Doherty, E.,
Hirshfield, L., Ko, M.-L. M., Foltz, P., Nguyen, H., Nguyen, V., Ludovise, S., Santagata, R., Cao,



L., Scardamalia, M., Soliman, D., Resendes, M., Khanlari, A., Nguyen, A. (2025). Exploring
GenAl Technologies within Collaborative Learning. 18th International Conference on
Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning (CSCL), 499-506.

e Fenech, M., Farid, A, Anderson, A,, Lin, G., Hanks, B., & Chauhan, D. (2025, June 11-13).
Piloting a Collaborative Artificial Intelligence for Learning to Support Data Science
Instruction [Poster session]. Annual Hawaii University International Conferences on
STEM/STEAM and Education, Honolulu, HI, United States.

e Lin, G. C, Anderson, E., & Hanks, B. (2025, March 6). Collaborative Al for Qualitative
Analysis: Bridging Al and Human Expertise for Scalable Analysis [Conference Workshop
Presentation]. From Data to Discovery: LLMs for Qualitative Analysis in Education, Workshop
at Learning Analytics and Knowledge 2025, Dublin, Ireland.

e Lin, G. C,, Stevens, C., Toutziaridi, A. C., Ravi, P., & Anderson, E. (2025). ABCDE: An action-
oriented framework for collaborative activities. Proceedings of the 19th International
Conference of the Learning Sciences - ICLS 2025, 2, 2780-2782.

Curriculum / Teacher Capacity-Building: STEP’s teacher licensure program had four student
teachers in our cohort last year, with one in high school biology, one in middle school math, and
two in high school math. Three of the students were placed with teachers at nearby Cambridge
Rindge & Latin and one was at a bilingual K-8 school in Boston’s South End. Students made
tremendous progress in their teaching and development of reflective practice. We are now
working on making programmatic adjustments in preparation for the MA Department of
Education’s revised Professional Standards for Teaching and Guidelines for Educator Preparation
Program Approval.

This year, the Science and Engineering Program for Teachers (SEPT) piloted a three-day
professional development program at Westminster College in Salt Lake City, Utah. The program
featured engaging keynote talks, including presentations by Bonnie Baxter (Westminster
University) and David Kaiser (MIT). We had 26 teachers from Utah, Arizona, California and
Washington State and hope to continue and expand this program next year. We also hosted the
36th annual Science and Engineering Program for Teachers (SEPT) at the beginning of July,
welcoming 50 educators from around the world to MIT’s campus for a week-long professional
development experience.

The Teaching Systems Lab primarily studied the arrival of generative Al tools in K-12 settings. In
July 2025, they will publish a limited series podcast, The Homework Machine, based on over 100
interviews with teachers, schools leaders, and students about the first years of Al in schools.
This work was funded by the Spencer Foundation, the MIT Social and Ethical Responsibility in
Computing Initiative, The Jameel World Education Lab, and a Google Academic Researcher
Award.



Writing, Rhetoric, and Professional Communication

During the academic year 2024-2025, the program in Writing, Rhetoric and Professional
Communication moved into a stable leadership model after a national director search, which
concluded with the appointment of Andreas Karatsolis as a permanent director of the program.
To support the administrative needs of the program, three lecturers, Janis Melvold, Nora
Jackson and Michael Trice, continued to serve on the WRAP Board.

WRAP also continued to successfully support the undergraduate communication requirement
through the efforts of its thirty-three full-time and five part-time lecturers. Because of three
retirements, two transitions to reduced workload status and two colleague departures for
tenure-track positions at other institutions, WRAP performed two national searches, one for two
colleagues joining us in the Spring 2025 semester and one for four more colleagues joining in

the Fall 2025 semester. Adding to the administrative workload, two colleagues were promoted
to Lecturer Il, four more WRAP colleagues were successful in their reappointment for Lecturer |,
and one colleague was awarded the rank of Senior Lecturer.

WRAP continued to actively pursue collaborations with the Office of Student Life, the Office of
Digital Learning, MIT Libraries, the Center for Constructive Communication, the Media Lab, and
the Office of the President, and hosted several members of the wider MIT community in its staff
meetings and retreats. WRAP lecturers collaborated with faculty in several departments in
developing grant proposals for MITHIC awards and other internal and external funding,
successfully acquiring funds for projects related to holistic education and the development of a
corpus of student disciplinary writing, in addition to the already funded project on teaching
teamwork and collaboration, modules for which were deployed in Course 6 CI-Ms. In addition,
WRAP continued to contribute to institute-wide efforts, by producing a white paper for the Task
Force on the Undergraduate General Institute requirement, and reports to the Subcommittee
for the Communication Requirement (SOCR) and the Committee on the Undergraduate Program
(CUP) on the use of Generative Al tools and best practices for writing instruction, as well as the
undergraduate summer assessments (FEE). WRAP lecturers also served on committees such as
the CMS/W Curriculum committee, the Lecturers’ Council, the SHASS Education Advisory
Committee, the MITHIC Education Innovation Fund Committee and SOCR.

WRAP lecturers were also active in research and publication, authoring and contributing to
refereed journals, such as Composition Forum, Peitho, Electric Literature, and Babel, as well as
delivering keynotes and presentations for the Rhetoric Society of America, the Modern
Language association, the Joint Mathematics Communication meeting, the International Writing
across the Curriculum conference and the International Olympic Committee symposium, among
others. Finally, members of the WRAP working group on GenAl in writing instruction delivered
presentations at both MIT classrooms and other institutions, such as Northeastern and the
University of Kentucky.



The Writing and Communication Center

In a year defined by political uncertainty and rapid advances in generative Al, the Writing and

Communication Center (WCC) significantly expanded its reach, programming, and institutional

partnerships. Through new initiatives and steady growth in core offerings, the WCC

strengthened its role as a central resource for communication education at MIT.

Strategic Program Launches

Public Speaking Certificate Program (launched Spring-Summer 2025): A structured 25-hour
program integrating workshops, clinics, consultations, and studio sessions. Of 37 applicants,
17 earned certificates. Participant satisfaction: 4.7/5, 100% response rate.

Oral Communication Studio: Designed and launched in Spring 2025 to support oral
presentation skills. Used in 70 sessions across disciplines. Graduate students (61%) and
postdocs (23%) were primary users. Rated 9.2/10 for effectiveness, 30% response rate.
Creative Writing Peer-Review Group: A new cross-disciplinary initiative; 26 one-hour
sessions Sep-May for creative expression and collaborative feedback; 4-5 participants per
session.

Core Program Growth

Individual Consultations: Delivered 3,343 consultations to 785 clients, a 3% increase over
the previous year. Graduate student use rose from 50% to 56%; native English speaker use
increased to 43%. Participant satisfaction: 4.9/5, 20% response rate.

Workshops: Expanded offerings by 53% (from 36 to 55 workshops), including two new
series: Speak Smart and Research Paper Writing. Total attendance: 932.

Writing Together Online: Offered 258 sessions with 1,900 attendances, sustaining
community and productivity for ~220 MIT scholars across all levels. Participant satisfaction:
9/10, 15% response rate.

Institutional Collaborations

MIT Research Slam: Co-organized with CAPD, CommLab, and ELS. Trained ~40 participants
and attracted 200+ attendees to the final showcase.

Campus Partnerships: Delivered customized programming to WHOI Institute, OGE, EAPS,
UPOQOP. Partnered with the Fellowships Office to support NSF GRFP applicants.

Participated in the CMS/W Karmel writing prize initiative.

Campus-Wide Research and Outreach

MIT-Wide Survey on Generative Al: Collected 678 responses to study academic uses of Al
chatbots. Results shared via a public-facing interactive site and used by OGE, CommlLabs,
and academic departments.



e Visibility Campaign: Produced seven professional videos to explain and promote WCC
offerings, enhancing accessibility and engagement.

This year marked significant growth, innovation, and deepened engagement with MIT's diverse
academic community. Through expanded programming and strategic partnerships, the WCC continues
to serve as a vital hub for advancing effective communication across disciplines.

English Language Studies
English Language Studies (ELS) made significant progress in AY 2024-25, with fall enrollments up
50% from the AY2023-24, possibly due to the Director Eric Grunwald’s piece in the May/June
2024 Faculty Newsletter or perhaps to ELS’s initiation of an annual report in summer 2024. In AY
2024-25, average ELS subject evaluations rose to 6.7 (/7.0) in fall semester and 6.8 for spring,

and in the spring, Olivia Szabo completed her second year as a full-time Lecturer | and was
renewed for another three years; she continues to grow as an instructor and a member of ELS
and the MIT teaching community. During IAP, thanks to support from CMS/W and the Vice
Chancellor’s Office, ELS was able after several years to again offer its class for international
teaching assistants, “Workshop in Strategies for Effective Teaching” (21W.217/218), which
received unanimous 7.0 subject evaluations. (Funding was supplied for only one year, but ELS
hopes to be able to offer the workshop again this coming IAP.) Director Grunwald also taught a
new class in the spring, “Generative Al and Social Media for Bilingual Students” (21W.238/239),
which explores the effective and ethical use of the former in communications and the latter for
boosting students’ careers and research. Beyond the classroom, Szabo served on WRAP’s
working committee on genAl, and AC Kemp joined the SHASS Lecturers’ Council. ELS also again
co-sponsored MIT’s annual Research Slam, on whose planning committee Grunwald again
served.

Outside MIT, Kemp presented at the 2025 Summer Institute of the Consortium on Graduate
Communications (CGC), while Grunwald, who is a member-at-large on the CGC board, also took
on the leadership of its new communications committee and is overseeing the first redesign of
the CGC'’s website since the now-critical organization’s founding in 2013. The website should be
launched by this fall, and the committee has also upped the CGC’s presence on social media
(namely LinkedIn and BlueSky), all with the hopes of increasing engagement, membership, and
collaboration in the service of graduate student communications. Grunwald was also invited,
along with counterparts from Yale University, to present at the North American Culture and
Education Academy’s (NACEA) first International World Language Education Conference in
Kunming, China, from which he just returned.


https://fnl.mit.edu/may-june-2024/non-native-english-speaking-graduate-students-still-face-significant-disadvantages/
https://fnl.mit.edu/may-june-2024/non-native-english-speaking-graduate-students-still-face-significant-disadvantages/

CMS/W faculty summaries—2024-2025

The following self-reported summaries cover the period roughly from July 1, 2024, to June 30,
2025. A full list of faculty and current bios are available at cmsw.mit.edu/people.

EUGENIE BRINKEMA

Eugenie Brinkema is Professor of Contemporary Literature and Media at MIT, with a primary
appointment in Literature and affiliated faculty status in CMS/W. In July 2024, she was
appointed status-only Graduate Professor of Cinema Studies at the University of Toronto and is
currently sitting on four PhD committees there as a primary committee member and on a fifth
committee as an internal examiner. She is also a supervisor of graduate students in Media
Studies and Cultural Analysis at the University of Amsterdam, where she is currently supervising
one rMA (research masters) thesis. Between July 2024 and June 2025, she published five
articles; these appeared in the journals New Literary History, Genre, philosophies, In media res,
qui parle. She also wrote for the literary magazine Soapbox and contributed multiple reviews for
the magazine Art in America. Between July 2024 and June 2025, she gave invited lectures at the
Universities of Minnesota, Warwick, Southampton, Illinois, and Toronto.

IAN CONDRY

lan Condry’s academic work for AY2025 has been focused on developing the MIT Spatial Sound
Lab, and related teaching, talks, research and especially event organizing. The Lab’s flagship
event, Dissolve Music @ MIT, took place in October 2024, and included a wide range and
speakers, including Thomas DeFrantz (Northwestern), Weilu Ge (Harvard), Kyle Keane (U Bristol,
UK), Paloma Duong, Paul Roquet. We also featured immersive sound music performances and
dance by artists including Nelly Kate, Justin Looper, Leftroman, Dan Safer, Access Lab and Library
(Melbourne, Australia) and others. During the year, we also held a variety of meetups and
listening sessions in the Lab’s space in the MIT Student Center (W20-429). For MIT’s Artfinity
celebration, we featured Xavier Paes and Inez Tartartuga Agua (visiting artists from Portugal).
Through the year we also collaborated with Berklee College of Music, New England Synth Fest
and many others. The Lab is part of my ongoing research project, “Spatial Anthropology of
Sound,” which explores the social possibilities of immersive sound in Tokyo, Boston and Berlin.

JUNOT DiAZ

Junot Diaz was a Heresy Press Advisory Board member through the report period and a member
of the Editorial Collective of CriticalProductive until May 2025: direct.mit.edu/cpro. Publications

this year included:
o Areview for Boston Review on Victoria-Lola M. Leon Guerrero, “An Open Letter from Guam

to America”, on June, 12, 2025

e Acover review for the New York Times Sunday Book Review, “The City and Its Uncertain
Walls,” December, 1, 2024

® The essay “Steel Mill” for Granta on November 24, 2024


http://cmsw.mit.edu/people
https://direct.mit.edu/cpro
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/victoria-lola-m-leon-guerrero-open-letter-america/
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/victoria-lola-m-leon-guerrero-open-letter-america/

e The short story “The Books of Losing You” in The New Yorker, August 22, 2024
® An essay for Heresy Press, “How to Doomproof Your Reading,” July 1, 2024

He was also...

® Aninvited Author at the Mar-de-Palabras Book Fair, Santo Domingo, Dominican Repubilic,
June 27, 2025

e Aninvited author at the Madrid International Book Fair, June 3, 2025
Visiting Professor, February 19-22, 2025 at Hong Kong University’s Creative Writing
Department

e Keynote Lecturer at Seoul National University, December 6, 2024, delivering “Critical
Worldbuilding, or, How to Understand America in 20 Minutes”

PALOMA DUONG

Paloma Duong, Associate Professor of Latin American Studies and Media Studies, had activities

in the past year that included:

e Publishing the article “Seizing the Memes of Extraction: A Latin American Intervention.”
Representations 168 (Fall 2024)

e Receiving honorable mention for her book Portable Postsocialisms New Cuban Mediascapes
after the End of History for the Latin American Studies Association’s Bryce Wood Book
Award

e Being named named MacVicar Faculty Fellow

o Delivering the talk, “Portable Postsocialisms” to the Cuban Studies Program at the University
of Miami

® Serving as Director of Undergraduate Program in CMS/W

MARAH GUBAR

In April 2025, Gubar’s article “Choreographing Kinship: The Adult-Child Pas de Deux in Day on
Earth and Lineage” came out in Producing Children: Critical Studies in Childhood Agency and
Creativity, edited by Peter C. Kunze and Victoria Ford Smith. Prior to that, in October 2024, her
essay on “How the Rights of MIT Student Protesters Got Undermined (and How to Fix Things
Moving Forward)” appeared in the MIT Faculty Newsletter (September/October 2024):
https://fnl.mit.edu/september-october-2024/how-the-rights-of-mit-student-protesters-were-

undermined-and-how-to-fix-things-moving-forward/. In September 2024 she learned that the

book that contains a Spanish-language translation of her essay “The Hermeneutics of
Recuperation: What a Kinship-Model Approach to Children’s Agency Could Do for Children’s
Literature and Childhood Studies” (2016) won the Premio Medalla Colibri (Hummingbird Medal
Award) for Theory, Criticism, and Promotion of Reading, awarded by Chile’s section of the
International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY). In July 2025, her article “On Not Defining
Children’s Literature” (2011) was translated into Persian by Saba Soleimani for an Iranian
children’s literature journal and that another Iranian scholar, Soudabeh Shokrollahzadeh, is


https://fnl.mit.edu/september-october-2024/how-the-rights-of-mit-student-protesters-were-undermined-and-how-to-fix-things-moving-forward/
https://fnl.mit.edu/september-october-2024/how-the-rights-of-mit-student-protesters-were-undermined-and-how-to-fix-things-moving-forward/

currently translating Gubar’s article “Risky Business: Talking About Children in Children’s
Literature Criticism” (2013) into Persian, as well.

CRYSTAL LEE

Crystal Lee spent most of the year working on her book Crip Computation. She won the Levitan
Award for Excellence in Teaching and gave invited lectures at the University of Bristol, the
University of Utah, and Northeastern University. She organized a roundtable on sense making
and multimodal technologies at Uncommon Senses, the premier conference in sensory studies
at Concordia University.

THOMAS LEVENSON

The highlight of Levenon’s work this year was the publication of So Very Small: How Humans
Discovered the Microcosmos, Defeated Germs—and May Still Lose the War Against Infectious
Disease, by Random House in the US and by Head of Zeus in the UK. The result of almost four
years’ work, it has been well received: the New York Review Books wrote that “In So Very Small,
Levenson provides not only the backstory to resistance to variolation but an elegant, wide-
ranging history of the discovery of microorganisms and their relation to disease,” while the Wall
Street Journal praised its “extraordinary detail and authoritative prose (and not a few very
graphic descriptions),” adding that “What Mr. Levenson’s book makes clear is that the battle
against germs never ends.” The year also saw him advancing into his next book project, A Pox on
Fools: The True Believers, Grifters, and Cynics Who Taught Us To Reject Vaccines, under contract
to Random House and Head of Zeus. That manuscript was largely written by the end of the year,
will be submitted in August, and is slated for publication in the first half of 2026. The highlights
of his speaking in support of So Very Small came in April with a presentation at the Oxford
Literary Festival, and again in May, with an invited talk at the Chan-Zuckerberg Biohub in San
Francisco. Finally, Levenson’s essay on his father, the Chinese historian Joseph R. Levenson, was
accepted for publication in German in the venerable journal of German-speaking Jewish life,
Aufbau. (The essay was first published in Chinese by the City University of Hong Kong Press as
the preface to each volume in the first translation of his father’s work.

SETH MNOOKIN

In July 2024, Mnookin began his tenure as head of CMS/W. Additional service to the Institute
included serving on the four-person SHASS Financial Solutions Working Group, the SHASS
Lecturers’ Council, the MIT Press Editorial Board, the MITHIC Faculty-Driven Initiative (FDI) Seed
Fund selection committee, and the MIT Environmental Solutions Journalism Fellowship advisory
committee. He was also the program committee co-chair for the Building Trust in Science for a
More Informed Future conference (co-sponsored by Tech Review and MIT Press), a member of
the Knight Science Journalism Fellowship at MIT director search committee, and the faculty
advisor for The Tech. Service to his field included serving as a peer reviewer for Academia
Mental Health and Well-Being, serving on the advisory committee and as a finalist judge for the



Council for the Advancement of Science Writing (CASW) Sharon Begley Science Reporting
Award, and serving as a finalist judge (all categories) for the National Association of Science
Writers (NASW) Science in Society Awards. His invited talks or workshops included leading a
“Science Communication for Scientists” workshop at the Whitehead Biomedical Research
Building at Emory University in Atlanta in May, giving the keynote address “Communication and
Public Health Crises” to the Biochemistry, Cell and Developmental Biology Program at the Laney
Graduate School at Emory University in May, co-leading (with Deb Roy) a public presentation on
“Science Engagement for a Better Society” during the AAUP Day of Action in April, and teaching
(with Deborah Blum) a masterclass on “The Craft and Business of Writing Books” at the MIT
Museum in March. Finally, in July 2024, he published a review, “The Psychic Wounds of Being a
Whistleblower”, of The Occasional Human Sacrifice by Carl Elliott in The Atlantic.

NICK MONTFORT

Montfort’s Output: An Anthology of Computer-Generated Text, 1953-2023 (edited with Lillian-
Yvonne Bertram) was co-published by the MIT Press and Counterpath. This 500-page anthology
with 200 selections was recognized by the Electronic Literature Organization as “an excellent
resource and a milestone of scholarly research ... a monumental reference for students and
scholars alike.” A 15-year creative project of his came to fruition with Penteract Press’s
publication of Montfort’s All the Way for the Win, a book of poems consisting entirely of three-
letter words. Another book, his computer-generated Narcissystem, was published by Anteism in
a limited fine press edition. His artworks were in five group shows; a collaboration with retired
MIT librarian Patsy Baudoin, Rubrique: Technologies / Tech Section, was presented in installation
format in Paris, at Jeu de Paume, in the exhibit Le Monde selon I'lA / The World through Al.

This year Montfort concluded his service as head of the Committee on the Library System and
was part of the Future of the Arts committee. Also: a book chapter, a journal article, a hands-on
workshop, three interviews, and 15 invited talks — generally nearby and online, as he was on
parental leave and providing child care all but two days a week in fall 2024.

JUSTIN REICH

Justin Reich was on sabbatical in 2024-2025. He co-founded the National Tutoring Observatory,
a consortium of researchers and tutoring providers, housed at Cornell, to collect, improve, and
disseminate data about tutoring to inform the science of instruction and the development of
new tools for tutors and tutoring. The National Tutoring Observatory is funded by the Gates
Foundation, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, and the National Science Foundation.

PAUL ROQUET

Roquet helped lead the faculty searches. For the Global Mediations Lab, they had three
meetings of the Extractivism Working Group, hosted a two-day Cultural Politics of the
Computational Image workshop in April, and hosted a lecture from Rosario Hubert.



EDWARD SCHIAPPA

Over the past year, Edward Schiappa presented lectures at the University of Edinburgh’s
Philosophy Department and at the International Society for the History of Rhetoric conference
in Vancouver. Along with John Nordin (PhD ’76), he published Argumentation: Keeping Faith
with Reason (Routledge, 2024) and “Defining Native Americans” in Topoi: An International
Journal of Philosophy.

Respectfully submitted,

Seth Mnookin
Head, Comparative Media Studies/Writing
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