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Artfinity, the arts festival held in spring 2025, brought a concentrated level of artistic activity to 

campus not seen since 2011, when FAST, the Festival of Art, Science, and Technology was 

held in celebration of MIT’s 150th anniversary. Organized by the executive director of arts 

initiatives and the Office of the Arts with professor Azra Akšamija and Institute Professor Marcus 

Thompson, the festival included more than 80 events. Eight performances highlighted the 

recently opened Edward and Joyce Linde Music building and its splendid new concert hall. The 

units under the Vice Provost–the Center for Art, Science & Technology (CAST), the List Visual 

Arts Center, and the MIT Museum–anchored marquee events: CAST enabled music faculty 

members Natalie Lin Douglas and Miguel Zenon to host their professional ensembles as visiting 

artists in two exceptional concerts, and MIT Visiting Scholar and Grammy-award winning rapper 

Lupe Fiasco to create a series of vocal works inspired by MIT’s public art collection, which is 

overseen by the List Visual Arts Center; the List installed Madrigal, a new public artwork by 

Sanford Biggers in front of the music building, with a dedication that featured a rare 

performance by the artist’s musical group Moonmedicin; and the MIT Museum held an arts-

focused evening in its popular After Dark program that took place when dramatic projections 

illuminated MIT’s iconic architecture on the great dome and the buildings around Kresge Oval.   

 

The List Visual Arts Center and the MIT Museum each surpassed previous attendance records, 

with 32,501 and 159,307 visitors, respectively.  The pathbreaking exhibition at the List, Steina: 

Playback, received widespread critical acclaim. The Museum opened a new Collections Center 

in Medford, which will offer unprecedented access to 1.5 million objects to researchers and 

visitors alike. The CAST x MITM collaboration continued, as Cosmograph: Speculative Fictions 

for the New Space Age opened in September 2024, showcasing four key works by the firm 

Design Earth, co-founded by associate professor of architecture Rania Ghosn. CAST continues 

to serve as a multifaceted impetus for arts activities on campus–as convener, presenter, and 

catalyst for interdisciplinary projects. The Center provided production, documentation, and 

financial support for 10 new and 5 ongoing grant projects and, in addition, awarded $400,000 in 

grants for 14 projects to commence in AY2025-2026.   

 

The biennial Eugene McDermott Award in the Arts at MIT, presented by the Council for the Arts at 

MIT (CAMIT) and organized by the Office of the Arts, was given to stage designer and multimedia 

artist Es Devlin, whose residency project MIT Face to Face was one of the most memorable in the 

history of the award. More than 100 members of the community participated in facilitated drawing 

sessions in which they drew and interviewed a partner they hadn’t known before. This collective 
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portrait of MIT was installed in a pop-up exhibition in the Tull concert hall in the round in the Linde 

building.   

 

Administrative Initiatives 

 

Artfinity fulfilled one of five recommendations in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Arts, 

Culture and DEI (2022). The formation of the Future of the Arts Committee in 2024, chaired by 

vice provost, associate vice president for research, and Thomas A. Frank (1977) Professor of 

Physics Peter Fisher, represents a milestone in the Institute’s commitment to MIT’s arts 

programs. A draft report surveying the current state of the creative arts at MIT, articulating 

guiding principles for future decision-making, and outlining a vision for the future was presented 

to provost Cynthia Barnhart in April 2025.  Paul Ha and Leila Kinney served on the 20-member 

committee, which will submit a final report to provost Anantha Chandrakasan in September. 

 

The List completed its strategic plan for 2024 to 2029, as part of a reaccreditation process 

conducted by the American Alliance of Museums (AAM), and the MIT Museum, under new Mark 

R. Epstein (Class of 1963) Director Michael John Gorman, undertook a strategic planning 

process for 2025 to 2039, with support from consultant András Szántó.    

 

Finances and Funding 

 

The arts sector rebuilt its fundraising infrastructure, with the arrival of a new director of the 

CAMIT, a new associate director at the List, a new development officer at the MIT Museum, 

and a new director of development for the arts in the vice provost’s office, serving all of the 

units. In this transitional moment, CAMIT received $403,899 in donations and another 

$305,200 from sponsors of the Eugene McDermott Award in the Arts at MIT gala, which was 

distributed to five core arts programs–CAST, the List, the MIT Museum, Music and Theater 

Arts, and Student Arts programs in the Office of the Arts. The List raised $541,915, a 19% 

increase from FY24, and the MIT Museum raised $520,773 in new gifts and pledges. The 

Museum Store and admissions each set all-time revenue records of $1.8M and $1.4M 

respectively, for a total operational revenue of $3.9M. 

 

 

Personnel 

Vice Provost and Ford International Professor of History Philip S. Khoury oversees the 

Institute’s extra-academic arts programs and institutions. The arts programs include the MIT 

Center for Art, Science & Technology (CAST), the List Visual Arts Center, and the MIT Museum. 

Khoury is the principal investigator for CAST, a joint initiative with the dean of the School of 

Architecture and Planning and the dean of the School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences. 

The vice provost chairs the Creative Arts Council and the advisory board of the Catalyst 

Collaborative at MIT (CC@MIT). He is an ex officio member of the executive committee of the 

Council for the Arts at MIT (CAMIT) and the advisory boards of the List Visual Arts Center and 

the MIT Museum. He also serves on the International Advisory Committee (IAC). He directs the 

HASS Concentration and HASS Minor in Middle Eastern Studies, serves as Faculty Director of 



the MIT (MISTI) Arab World Program, and chairs the Emile Bustani Middle East Seminar at MIT, 

which began its 39th year in the fall of 2024. 

 

In May, the provost announced that Khoury would step down from his position after nineteen 

years of service at the end of August. He will return to the History Faculty in the School of 

Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences and go on sabbatical leave until June 2027. 

 

Leila W. Kinney, executive director of arts initiatives and of CAST, announced her retirement at 

the end of the summer.  She will remain in a part-time role as a senior advisor during the 2025-

26 academic year. 

  

For other staff changes in the individual sectors, please see the following sections on Arts 

Initiatives, the List Visual Arts Center, and the MIT Museum.  

  

Philip S. Khoury 
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