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Questions for Readings on Sahlins 

1. What is the “practical reason” of Sahlins' title? 

2. 	 What are the two Marxisms around which Sahlins organizes his argument? The 
two anthropologies? What is the relationship between them. 

3. 	 What is the role of history in Sahlins argument? How does it compare to the role 
of history in Weber? In Polanyi? In Marx? In liberalism? 

4. 	 Why is Sahlins so preoccupied with Marx? Where does liberalism come into the 
picture? 

5. 	 What distinguishes capitalism for Sahlins? Modernism? Industrialism? Are these 
concepts synonymous? 

6. 	 Is there a role for the state or for public policy in Sahlins’ view? Why is it so 
difficult to conceive of such a role? 

7. What motivated Sahlins to write this book? Why is it so difficult to read? 


