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SITE PLAN AND BUILDING STUDY PROGRAM 

This assignment is due in lecture on Tuesday, February 10 

Reference & Reading: The New Cottage Home & Cape Cod Houses  
    (On reserve at Rotch Library) 

Use the literature on Cape Cod Houses to develop a series of plan-view program studies 
for a small cape cottage on the beach. The house should be large enough for a couple to 
eat, sleep and relax for a week or a month. Spaces should contain amenities for modern 
day living (sofa, chairs, tables and beds) and working while offering the look and feel of 
an old style, small scale cape house. No mansions allowed here. 

See: The New Cottage Home for reference,  

You should consider the following process: 

1) 	 Analyze the site plan for natural elements then document for yourself three key 
features or inventions you can take from the site to be used to shape or order 
your building program. “Be Creative, bold creative attempts count” 

2) 	 Design three plan diagrams (A, B, C) that reflect one or two issues or key 
features and draw them in Autocad on the site. 

3) 	 Write a short set of sentences in Autocad that describe your design decisions 
or rules for room layout and design goals. 



4) Building Program – 200sf. Maximum (20’ x20’) 
a. Sleeping space – could be a small bench or sofa bed 
b. Reading space 
c. Painting space 
d. Toilet and Sink 
e. Outdoor Shower 
f. Small kitchen (just enough space for a stove, sink and fridge) 
g. Entry 

Site Plan 
Your goal will be to communicate in diagrammatic form design ideas (problem setting) 
that enhance or take advantage of site and programmatic features. Use arrow and text 
where need be to describe special features or interesting points on your diagram. Name 
spaces and scale spaces to their appropriate size, in other words a bathroom should be 
scaled on your drawing to 5’ x 6’. Prepare one solution per page with text rules describing 
your decisions. Note – Your plan-view diagram does not have to be a box (See example 
on next page) 

SANDY BEACH 



Sample Plan-View Diagram 
Here is a sample of one programmatic drawing, design rules are written in paper space 
on the sheet. Create three drawings like this with different configurations and new rules 
explaining each of the three studies. 


