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We have read about the significant role states can play in fostering or 
impeding ethnic nationalism—here defined as feelings about ethnic identity, 
and activities that express it.  Gladney cites anthropologist Bernard Cohn 
(1987), who suggests that legal statuses can lead to the objectification and, 
in some cases, creation, of identities—perhaps previously present but loosely 
defined (p. 159).  Gladney refers to this process as ethnogenesis. 
 
Choose one, two or three ethnic groups.  Discuss the nature of their 
ethnicity, in particular any changes.  Then discuss Cohn’s proposition as it 
relates to your chosen group or groups.  Do your cases support Cohn’s point, 
or undermine it?  Note that you do not need to present an exhaustive, 
comprehensive discussion of an ethnic group and its evolution to be able to 
make a good argument about how Cohn’s proposition applies, or does not 
apply, to your case(s). 
 
You may choose groups we are reading about in the assigned readings, but 
you may NOT write a book report on the ethnic groups analyzed by Gladney 
or Nagel—you must carry out your own analysis. 
 
7 or more pages. 
 
First draft is due March 10.  You will get your paper back on March 17.  
Final drafts are due March 29 (delayed because the previous week is Spring 
Vacation). 


