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Ethnic and National Identity 

Third Paper Assignment 
 
Throughout most of the 20th century ethnic identity and nationalism were seen as diminishing in 
importance, a consequence of globalization, transnational forces (e.g., labor migration, refugees), 
the development of supra-state institutions (the U.N., the European Union), and the spread of 
modernity throughout the world. 
 
Clearly this prediction was wrong.  Your assignment is to investigate possible explanations. 
 
Choose a process that can be seen to directly or indirectly foster the maintenance (or emergence) 
of strong ethnic/national sentiments and behaviors.  Examples include multiculturalism, new 
social movements based on ethnic identity (“identity politics”), culture and heritage recovery 
projects, the disturbing increase in ethnic/national/religious conflict, globalization, neoliberalism, 
the information revolution, international trade agreements like NAFTA.  After you have chosen a 
process, choose two or more cases as illustrations, and begin formulating the arguments you will 
present.  Clearly the cases you choose will be intimately tied to the kind of arguments you make.  
One of your cases can come from class readings, but no more.  Alternately, you can choose 2 or 
more cases and determine the process you want to analyze based on the ethnic identity and 
nationalism situation in those places. 
 
This assignment does not require an analysis of all or even most of the ways ethnic identity and 
nationalism have failed to wither away as predicted.  Such a goal would require writing at least 
one book.  Clearly, choosing a process you are able to analyze skillfully, and choosing 
appropriate, illustrative cases are crucial to achieving the purpose of this assignment: to help you 
sharpen your skills with respect to locating scholarly sources, and presenting a cogent, 
convincing argument.  I’ll work with you to make sure you’ve got a good plan.  But you need to 
make the initial choices.  If you’re stumped, the course readings may provide an inspiration, 
especially those at the beginning (e.g., Eriksen). 
 
Although you may pick cases from around the globe, your chances of writing a paper that holds 
together are better if your cases are located in one or two geographical areas. 
 
Example #1:  Examination of ethnic identity and nationalism in 2 or 3 (or more) Caribbean 
countries, looking at the development of an ideology of pluralist nations.  This paper might 
discuss how in this region the notion of “nation” has been de-coupled from its usual meaning of 
a single “people.”  Your conclusions would not claim to speak for the entire Caribbean area, but 
you certainly could suggest some generalizations that would likely emerge from additional 
research. 
 
Example #2:  The rise of ethnic/national identity in 2 or 3 (or more) of the former Soviet states in 
the Baltic region. 
 
There are hundreds of possible topics.  As always, it’s best to pick cases you’re especially 
interested in. 
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If you plan on revising this paper, the first version must be handed in by April 21, and will be 
handed back on the 28th. 
 
The final version of the third paper is due on May 5 in class. 
 
7+ pages 
 
We will discuss your choices in class on April 12. 
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