6. 868/ MAS. 731J: Society of Mnd Spring 2007, February 7

Lecture 1: Problem Set 1 (Due Feb. 14)

Readi ng: Enotion Machi ne, Chapter 0 (Preface)
Enoti on Machi ne, Chapter 1

Probl em 1

In order to find neani ngful answers you nust first be able to fornul ate
good questions. List ten questions you would like to answer about

Chapter 1.

Pr obl em 2

M nsky explains that our culture does not have a rich enough vocabul ary

and conceptual |exicon to describe npost nental processes. For exanple, the
popul ar term "consci ousness" refers to a vast nunber of different cognitive
processes, which nake it difficult to ask neani ngful questions about how

m nds work and build intelligent systens.

a) List sone other vague terms, besides the ones described in Chapter 1.

b) Describe the advant ages and di sadvant ages of usi ng anbi guous or
abstract term nol ogy.

c) Unpack anot her enotional suitcase word and descri be exanpl es of
various "senses" of the term

Pr obl em 3

In sone situations enptions can be useful ways of thinking, while in others
t hese sane ways of thinking can be detrinmental. For exanple, if one sees
their child wal king near a cliff, becom ng Anxious is a very rel evant
response that hones the senses and prines fast notor reactions. However,
in the context of taking a test, sone people feel Test Anxiety, a related
enotion, where these sane effects make it difficult for conplex ways of
thinking to operate wi thout being distracted by these sane "fight or
flight" reactions.

a) Pick three enotions and describe their characteristics, as turning on
or off resources.

b) Using these sane enotions, describe situations where these enotions
and their characteristics would be hel pful. Describe situations where
t hese characteristics would be detrinental

Probl em 4

Chapter 1 describes different kinds of Love. Make different nodels of at

| east three different kinds of Love fromthe chapter. Wat characteristics
or nental resources do these nodels share and what resources are unique to
different kinds of Love?
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