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12.007 Homework #6 

An hypothesis paper by Catling et al (Astrobiology 5, 415, 2005) discuss the 
essential role of oxygen in the�development of complex life and the concept of 
planetary ‘oxygenation time’. In no more than 5 pages synthesize the arguments 
presented, offer criticisms and speculate about the possibility for forms of ‘weird 
life’ that might be able to develop complexity via alternative terminal electron 
acceptors. 


